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THOUGH the wiOom of man, his forefight, 
his policies, and his bodily fcrength, be con- 
fined to narrow limits, yet his ambit&on ex- 
tends very far, if it is not unbounded : his good 
inclinations are likewife few and fliort, but his ir- 
regular and bad appetites know no end : and albeit 
he is to ^ fo brier a part here, he conceives high 
thoughts, he heaps riches upon riches, he defires to 
add dominion to dominion, and lays remote de- 
(igns, as if his corporal fubftance were as immortal 
as his fouL 

Not only private men covet to join mannor to 
mannor, with an endlefs view of increafin^^ but 
conunonwealths alio, where one would imagine the 
coUedive wifdom ihould think and devife for the 
beft, endeavour to conquer province after province, 
and a6b as if they were always to continue, hoping 
by good government to render themfelves perpe- 
tual ; but while conunonwealths thus extend their 
limits^ they are working their own bane, for all big 
B 2 empires 
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empires determine in a fingle perlbn. Princes, 
whether they will place their happinefs in the exer- 
cife of all fort of virtues, or in the enjoyment of 
all kind of pleafures, have the means and oppor- 
tunity, either way, of giving themfelves full con- 
tent. One kingdom will amply do it, yet with 
reftlefs care they interrupt their fleeps, hurt their 
healths, fufFer the incommodities of heat and cold, 
run the hazard of their lives, all to enlarge their 
territories, and are never fatisfied till they can graip 
the whole. 

This infetiable appetite has fo prevailed, that 
even the bed philofophers, and moft famous law- 
givers, except Lycurgus, have formed their models 
of government rather for increafe, than preferva- 
tion •, not that they could think fuch a conftitution 
good or right, but they were compelled to adapt 
their fchemes to the depraved manners, and wild 
paflions of humankind. 

Private perfons would not be unhappy, though 
with lefs pofleflions of land or money, and civil l3e 
would not be fo obnoxious to law, contentions, 
fraud, perjury, and oppreflion, if men would fet 
fome bounds to their defire of having. Common- 
wealths, well founded, would be eternal, if they 
could contain themfelves within a reafonable extent 
of territory, and Princes would make their own and 
the condition of their people much more happy, if, 
inftead of leading them out to foreign conquefts, 
they would endeavour to rule them at home in peace, 
with wholefome laws, piety, and juftice. 

But how have thefe errors, public and private, 
taken their rife ? In all appearance it is from hence, 
that ever fince the corruption of nature, which is 
very ancient, we have given wrong names to things, 
and have allotted to vice the ftamps and attributes 
of virtue. We term avarice, prudence and oeco- 

nomy J 
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uomy, we think none v/ife, but who abound in 
wealth ; and none honeft, but whom fortune fa- 
vours : We call the falfe arts of ftates-men, and the 
evil faith, perjury, and diflimulation of Princes, 
wifdom and deep policy; temerity we ftile high 
courage, ambition we call a noble third after glory, 
and they who vex, rob and diflurb the world, we 
dignify them with the names of conquerors and 
heroes. 

And becauie nothing was fet by, eftecmed and 
reverenced, but wealth and power, the forward part 
of mankind flrove to obtain as much of both as 
poffibly they could; and theic, as they grew in 
fbength, formed themfelves into particular princi- 
palities and commonwealtlis. 

And thefe principalities and commonwealths, 
finding they increafed in fame, and value with the 
world, as they increafed in wealth and power, and 
that fucceis covered any crime, and gave it a new 
name and another fort of luftre, proceeded forward 
ftill to freih conquefts, till they had fubdued all 
round about them; and from thence came whac 
we call Univerfal Monarchy or Empire. 

The ambitious part of mankind have hunted af- 
ter this game for near 4000 years, with Ihort inter- 
miffions and breathing whiles, and commonly 
without any regard whether or no in the purfuit 
they followed the rules of honeily, common juflice, 
or virtue. 

Perhaps the fame chace will be again renewed ; 
and if lb, theie papers may prove no unfeafbnable 
warning : and in zHX appearance the Nimrods and 
mighty hunters before the Lord had never fo fair 
a view before them. 

Properly fpeaking there has never yet been an 
univerfal empire; and of the nations that have mod 
lorded it over the reft of the world none ha« been 

B J abk 
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«ble to embrace the whole ; on the contrary, more 
has been out of their rule dian within it : however, 
fuch have been called imiverfal Monarchs, or Lords 
of the whole earth, who, having fubdued whatever 
they thought worth the taking in, did at laft fit 
down in quiet, not meeting with any other oppofi- 
6on : of which kind were the AfTyrian or Babylonian, 
the Perfian, Macedonian, and Roman Empires. 

And fuch is the reftlefs ambition of mankind, 
that from the earlieft knowledge we have of human 
affairs, there hardly appears to have been any 
long courfe of time, in which fome people or other 
did not either aftually obtain, or at leaft attempt 
to procure to themfelves fovereign fway over the 
whole* 

Pirft one great empire was erefted, with infinite 
devaftations of the earth, and flaughter of its in- 
habitants ; that ftood for a while to opprefs the 
world, at laft it was fubvcrtcd, but with frefti 
calamities to the race of men ; out of its ruins a 
fecond lifted up its head, which was overthrown by 
Alexander, who fet up a third ; but his, reared in 
hafte, fell as fuddenly *, then arofe a fourth, in 
ftrength, and in the beauty of its fabrick exceed- 
ing all the reft, but that too was at laft difmem- 
bered and overthrown. 

Out of the ruins of this mighty fabrick feveral 
kingdoms and ftates were ercfted ; but on this fide 
of the world none arrived to any confiderablc 
ftrength and power, till Charlemagne had founded 
a dominion that extended very far : he was a mar- 
tial as well as a wife Prince, and reigning prolpe- 
roufly for 47 years, to his own kingdom of France 
(in which that part of Germany was comprehended 
which lies between Saxony, the Danube and the 
Rhine) he added Gafcony, Navarre, and Catalo-- 
nia : he was crowned King of Lombardy, and had 

all 
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all Italy as far as the Low Calabria. He had con- 
quered Suabia, Bavaria, Franconia, all Saxony^ 
Hungary, Tranfilvania, Iftria, Croatia, and Dal- 
matia, except fome maritime towns which by com- 
padb were left the Greek Emperor. The French 
hiftorians make him likewife very ftrong in Spain, 
and fay, that with Navarre and Arragon, he held 
all from the Pyrenean mountains to the river Eber. 
And they who contemplate his whole territory, muft 
own he had very near all tliat part of die Roman 
dominions, which, after the di\afion made by Con- 
ftantine, was called the Weftern empire. 

If the Carlovingian race, as well as that of 
Meroveus, had not very much degenerated to- 
wards the latter end; if Charlemagne had not 
cantoned his numerous illegitimate ifllie in tittle 
principalides, but, which was of more confe- 
quence, if he had not divided his acquiiitions be- 
tween his children ; if the fame cuflom of difmem- 
bering their dominions had riot been generally 
followed by his defcendants, in all probability the 
empire he had founded might have been very 
powerful, and of long duration: for with ftretch- 
ing himlelf out a little farther into Spain, he 
would have had a (ituation very proper for Univer- 
fal Monarchy. To which we muft add, that he 
was in pofieffion of Germany and France, coun- 
ties, above all others in Europe, the moft pro- 
dudive of men. 

The next great body of government is that 
which the Turks have erefted in the Eaft, of which 
by and by I (hall make fbme litde mention. 

The next people who h^ the appearance of ob- 
taining Univerfal Monarchy were the Spaniards. 

The foundation of all that power and greatne& 
to which this nation arrived was laid by Ferdinand. 
By his marriage with I&bella he united the king^ 

B 4 dcms 
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doms of Caftile and Arragon, and by taking the 
realm of Granada from the Moors, he got rid of 
fuch a domeftick enemy, as would always have 
hindered Spain from foreign cnterprizes. The 
Indies were firft difcovered and invaded at his ex* 
pence, and by his encouragement. He formed 
that difcipline, which afterwards prevailed fbmuch, 
he bred up thofe armies, that m the next reign 
performed fo many gallant actions, and indeed it 
may be juftly faid, he was to his grandfon Charles 
the Vth, what Philip of Macedon had been to his 
fon Alexander. 

Fortune, which had deligned to advance the 
houfe of Auftria, had fo contrived it, that theie 
circumftances fhould meet in one man, firft to be 
eldeft of the Auftrian family, which might ^ve 
him a pretenfion to the Empire.; and, fecorSly, 
to have the fucceflion of the houfe of Burgundy, 
and of the kingdoms of Caftile and Arragon, to 
center in his peribn. 

The Arragonians lyin^ on the Mediterranean, 
had the opportunity of joining to their dominions 
the iflands of Majorca and Minorca, the realms of 
Sardinia and Sicily, and that of Naples. The 
Caftilians lying on both fides of the Streights, 
were fituated conveniendy for taking in the oppo- 
fite towns on the coaft of Africa, tor conquering 
the Canaries, and for difcoverins and poflefling the 
Weft Indies. The paternal and maternal anceftors 
of Charles, had fubdued all theie countries, and 
they were defcended peaceably to him ; and being 
the mafter of fuch large eftates, did rather pro- 
mote, than hinder his eleftion to the imperial 
dignity; for no other Prince was at that time of 
power fufficient to be let up, in oppofidon to the 
growth of France, otherwife the choice perhaps had 
^Uen upon his brother Ferdinand, as their grand* 
father Maximilian had once defigned. 

Charles 
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Charles the Vth being at once Emperor, and 
King of Spain, having under his command the 
numbers of Germany, and its ftrcngth of horie, 
the Spanifli foot, fo famous for difcipline, the 
ports of Italy, and its adjacent iOands, his domi* 
nions of the Low Countries, which made him 
conliderable on this fide the mountains, and, to 
give motion to this mighty engine, being befides 
mafter of the wealth of Peru and Mexico, he 
ieems to have had a very fair profpefl: of attaining 
to what we call Univerfal Empire. 

But the rea(bns are obvious enough how die 
Spaniards came to mifs that of which they had 
fuch fair hopes, and whereunto they io vifibly 
aipired. 

Nothing that is of a hafty growth, can be of 
a loi^ continuance, which we may fee made good 
in all the operations either of art or nature. That 
lordfhip Alexander had obtained over the world, 
was -the quick refult of vidories fuddenly gotten, 
therefore his power, which had not yet taken any 
root, was ihort lived, and in a manner endoi 
with him. But the Aflyrian and Roman Empires, 
which continued fo many centuries, were the flow 
produd of time : the foundations of them were 
deeply laid by great men, and with much wifdom. 
It cofl: m^y confultations, battles, fieges, much 
labour, and many a valiant life, to rear up thole 
liiperftruftures, and they were^many agps in ereft- 
ing -, but* when finifhed, they were ftrong and folid 
fabricks, which were not to be fhaken but in a 
great trad of time, and by very much ill con- 
dud. Thefe governments, firmly eftablifhed at 
firft, and well rooted, were able to refift the vices 
of dieir people, the corruption of their minifters, 
the lufts, madnefs and profufion, or weakneis and 
efieminacy, in a long fucceffion of their Princes. 

But 
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But this was not at all the cafe of Spain ; the 
grcatnefs of the houfe of Auftria was fudden and 
accidental, the matches with Mary of Burgundy, 
and With Johanna, hehrfs of Caftile and Arragon, 
accumulated fa many provinces and kingdoms un- 
der one dommion. 

Nor had this power time to fpread its roots and 
fix ; for the German Princes, jealous of their liber- 
ties, would not fufFer the imperial dignity and the 
fceptre of Spain to continue m one perfon, though 
Charles the Vth did his utmoft to have it ib ; tor 
notwithftanding that about the year 1531, he had 
diought itneceflfary, for the fupport of his houfe, 
to get his brother Ferdinand chofen King of the 
Romans ; yet afterwards he endeavoured to vacate 
that election, and fo to tranfmit his whole domi- 
nions entirely to his fon; in order to which, in the 
year * 1548, he made divers motions, and had 
feveral tranfaftions with his brother Ferdinand, 
and with his nephew Maximilian. He knew the 
ibvereign fway, which in his ambitious thoughts 
he had projedted for himielf and his pofterity, was 
not to be compafled, unlefs two luch powerful 
eftates were joined together. 

Other circumftances contributed to hinder this 
Pnnce from carrying on the greatnefs of Spain, 
fo far as might have been expedted from his 
coirage, conduct, vigilance and fagacity. In 
France he had to deal with Francis the Ift, one of 
the moft gallant and a£tive kings the world has feen 
for many ages •, he was new in the conquefls his 
grandfather Ferdinand had made in Italy ; in his 
Belgick provinces, he had to do with men impa- 
tient to the laft degree of any invafion upon their 
civil rights, who were ever in commotion, who coft 
him ten voyages to appeafe their fadions and tu* 

* Thuanns, torn. i. lib. 5. p. 137. 
2 multS) 
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muks, and who lay fi> remote from the main body 
of his ftrength, as not to be brought entirely un- 
der. Befides, he had not that full aSeftion of his 
people, which is requifite for Princes that would 
fucceed in great attempts. The Germans feared 
he might enflave them by the wealth and power of 
Spain, the Spaniards, and not without reafon, 
thought him pardal to his Flemings and his Ger- 
mans : in (hort, but few of his fubje£ts looked 
upon him as (what the vulgar call) their natural 
and native Prince. 

But though Charles was neceflitated to divide the 
power of the houfe of Auftria into two branches, 
yet there fecms to have been left to Philip his ion, 
a foundation, upon which he might have erefbed a 
very great fuperilrufture. 

The troops his father had bred, his kingdom of 
Spain, his poileflions in Italy and the Low Coun- 
tries, and the riches of the Indies, were fuch a 
ftrength, as had it been rightly managed, might 
have eictended his fceptre, as far as that of any 
King had ever reached. 

Befides, he had not fuch opponents to wrelUe 
with as his father found in Francis I, Solyman the 
Magnificent, and our Henry the Vlllth, for after 
Philip's acceflion to the crown, France fell under 
a minority, and immediately was engaged in a civil 
war, that lafted near 40 years ; Germany was di- 
vided about religious matters ; Selimus, an una6tive 
Prince, iat in die Ottoman throne, and the crowns 
of England and Scotland were worn by women. 

In appearance all thefe favourable conjun&ures 
flxHild have tended to place him on a very eminent 
height, and yet we fee he proceeded no fartherthan 
to conquer PortugaL 

We muft therefore conclude that Spain had (bme 
iaward impediments that checked her in her pro- 

grcfc-. 
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grds; for neither did her Prince want ambition, 
nor were her peopie deficient in courage for the 
higheft undertaking; but the caufes maybe plainly 
afligned of her rifmg no higher under Philip, and 
of her declining ever fince. 

One fundamental error has run through the 
whole adminiftration of that kingdom's affairs ever 
fince it has made any figure in the world, which 
is, that no regard has been had how much they 
difpeopled their country. It had not abounded in 
men for many ages, their wars with the Romans 
had fuiiiciently thinned it. The Goths afterwards 
made great depopulations : no fooner had the Goths 
increafed to fome degree, but they were invaded by 
the Moors, who made a mighty (laughter of the 
natives. When fuch of the old Spaniards as had 
retired themfelves into the Aihirias, the Pyrenean 
mountains, and old Caftile, began to lift up their 
heads, they could gain no foot of ground upon the 
plains, but with the lols of men. We may in- 
deed reckon they were in a continued ftate of war 
with thefe Saracens for about 775 years, reckoning 
from the reign of D. Pelayo, to the taking of 
Granada by Ferdinand. 

During this time there were frequent invafions 
from Africk •, and when fuch numbers came over 
(though they were bravely refitted and expelled) 
it mutt needs have weakened the natives, elpecially 
fince we cannot perceive the Spaniards were ever 
inclined to incorporate with the Moors of fuch pro- 
vinces as from time to time they reduced to their 
obedience; when they had conquered a countrv, 
the enemies were forcid either to return to Africk, 
to abjure Mahometanifin (which few did) or to re- 
treat to fuch places as they ftill held. And thus 
without any care to provide hands for war, arts, 
labour, and manufaftures, they proceeded till the 
reduction of Granada. 

Befides 
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n. Beiides what diey fufiered from abroad, the 

fc country was perpetually diipeopled by domeftick 

if wars between tm Kings of Caftile and Arragon, 

d among one another, or with their neighbours dT 

Navarre and Porti^. And in theie conteih 

t fometimes the Kings of Caftile and Arragon were 

r pofleiled with fuch mutual rage as to call over 

I troops from Africk one againft the other. 

f Whoever confiders what has been here laid down, 

will grant that Spain for a long time has not been 

fully peopled. 

What number of inhabitants it contained while 
the Moors were among them appears by one in- 
ftance in Mariana, who fays that about Sevile, in 
olive yards, called Axaraie, there were 100,000 
cottages and oil mills; and quotes for this the 
hiftory compiled by King Alonzo the Wife. 

But notwithftanding they were thus exhaufted of 
men in their long wars, and that they wanted inha- 
bitants for thofe provinces and cities from whenoe 
they had expelled the Moors, yet within two 
months after Granada was taken. King Ferdinand 
entered upon a very fbange council, which was to 
banifli all the Jews. They had been long inmates 
of Spain, and one would think were not lo incom- 
patible with the religion of the country, as diredt 
Mahometans, yet by a fevere edid they were all 
forced to depart. Mariana computes that there 
went away 170,000 families, in all 800,000 per- 
Ions. 

The Granadin Moors by capitulation had the 
choice of remaining or going away, but they eaiily 
forefaw the inquifition would make their (tay im- 
prafticable, and therefore as many as could, pafled 
over into Africk. This tribunal leems to have had 
;>lace only in Arragon till the year 1478, at which 
time it was fettled in Caftile, and when Granada was 

taken 
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taken it was extended over all the SpanUh terri- 
tories. Without doubt no country can be well in- 
habited where this fanguinary court has any autho- 
rity. It was fet uj) at the inftigation of the Cardinal 
Pedro Goncales de Mendoza archbiftiop of Sevil, 
it was levelled at the Moors and Jews, and has 
tended more to the difpeopling and definition of 
Spain than all the invafions they have had from 
Africk. 

To the feverities of this court, is to be attributed 
tliat Spain all along has had perpetual evacuations, 
and no recruits. And whatever the catholick 
writers may pretend, undoubtedly the cruelties in- 
flifted upon this ^miferable people on the fcore of 
religion occafioned that rebellion of the Morifco's, 
which happened Anno 1570, in Philip the IId*s 
time, in the mountains of Alpujares, which lalted 
2 years, and was fupprefled by D. Johnof Auftria, 
and the Duke of Arcos, but not without great lofs 
to Spain, becaufe while that aftion continued^ 
and after it was over, fuch vaft numbers of them 
went away, as that even the rich plains about Gra- 
nada are ever fince become a defart. 

For the reafons here given Spain muft have 
wanted its full complement of inhabitants at the 
very time its greatnefs feemed moft formidable to 
the reft of Europe. It is true, Charles and Philip 
were both able to raife great forces, which looked 
as if they reigned over populous kingdoms ; but 
this ftrength of theirs had no root. Soldiers of for- 
tune will at firft from all parts refbrt to ftates that 
arc new and increafing, and to a rifing young 
Prince ; and an army fo compofed may be good 
for a fingle expedition, but can never fix a wide and 
lafting empire. Countries that will enlarge their 
dominions, ihould have within themfelves a perpe- 
tual fpring of people, for war is a devourer that 
muft be always fed. 

Ill 



Univerfal Monarchy* 1 5 

In all appearance, this want of people was the 
inward impediment that checked the Spaniards in 
their progrefs towards Univerfal Monarchy; and 
peradventure it may be fafely laid down, that in the 
neight of all their greatneis, they had not fuch an 
innate llrength as could enable them to fucceed in 
fo vail an undertaking : In all probability they be- 
gan where they fliould have ended 9 had they waited 
till in the natural courle of time, thofe countries 
had been replenilhed with men,* which were left 
defolate by the departure or extindion of the 
Moors ; if for a while they had made no more at- 
tempts than what were juft neceflary to preferve 
difcipline, and to inure their people to war; if, 
as wife nations have ever done, they had invited 
over by privileges and protedtion all fort of comers 
to inhabit their delerted provinces ; if in the mean 
time, by encouraging trade, tillage and manufac- 
tures, they had kept in Spain part of that gold and 
filver which came from the Indies : laftly, if they 
had ftaid to be ftrong within, before they exerted 
themfelves too much abroad, they had probably 
eftablifhed a dominion and power, to which the 
greatell part of Europe muft have fubmitted. 

But, inftead of all this, they were like a tree that 
begins to ipread its branches before it has taken 
any deep root, whofe large top makes it the more 
obnoxious to every blaft of wind ; they aimed at 
fovereign fway without hands to hold it-, they 
were indeed lords of many kingdoms, but this was 
a huge bulk without any finews. 

Machiavel obferves very rightly, ** That whofb^ 
^* ever would make any city great and apt for domi- 
*' nion, muft with all ipduftiy endeavour to throng 
♦* it with inhabitants, otherwile it will be impo^ 
♦* fible to bring it to any great perfedion." This 
wa9 the principal objed of the Roman people's care. 

Bii't 
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But even before the reign of Ferdinand, and much 
more ever fince, the Spaniards have taken quite 
other meafures •, and have thought fit, both in Eu- 
rope and in the Indies, to fettle a large empire by 
a wide defolation. 

Upon this rock the affairs of Spain have Iplit* 
Their fuffering fo many perfons to enter into re- 
ligious orders b a branch of the fame ill condudt 
As to their American plantations, thofe outlets 
would not have been hurtful to them, if they had 
taken care by mild laws and good encouragement 
to have peopled from abroad their mother king- 
dom. The Romans were always fending out co- 
lonies, and planting elfewhere fuch flips and fcions, 
without any prejudice to the main trunk; Eng- 
land has done the fame, and is much richer, 
and not the weaker at home for thcfe foreign 
fcttlemcnts. 

But as impoflible as it feems to have been that 
his defigns could fucceed, it is evident he aimed 
at Univerfal Monarchy; and yet by what ap- 
pears from his adHons in the world, there is reas 
fon to think he not only wanted ftrength, but 
that he was likewife deftitute of council; and that 
though his dominions had been much better peo- 
pled, he muft have mifcarried in his enterprizes, 

Machiavel obferves, that the Romans v/ere never 
involved in two confiderable wars at one and the 
fame time. What he fays is very true. For thefe 
people proceeded by fuch leifurely fteps as were 
conduced by wiidom, and left nothing to chance. 
When they had fubdued all Italy, they attacked 
the commonwealth of Carthage, whofe Ipirit of 
liberty was moft like to ftand in the way of their 
intended greatnefe. Nor did they think of remote 
defigns in Afia, till, by conquering Philip, they 
had broken the force of Greece : and by obfervii^ 
I this 
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this method of fingling out one nation after another^ 
they were the Hirer of fuccefs, becauie their councils 
at home were not diftrafted with variety of matters, 
and their ftrength abroad was not divided : nor did 
they leave any attempt imperfedt, either in apprehen- 
fion of the difficultVf or diverted by fome fairer pro- 
iped: ; and this condud made them at laft lords of alh 

But the Spaniards^ in the adminiftration of their 
affairs, took quite other meafures. P'irft, as to 
Charles the Vth, it is obferved of him that he never 
finiihed any enterprize. Philip the lid was fo far 
from avoiding being implicated with too many 
actions at once, that at the fame time he had upon 
his hands the fupport of the league (which was a 
perpetual drain of treafure to him, and could not 
but end in open war, as it did at laft) the re- 
bellion of the Low Countries, and the invafion of 
England ; and all this not by accident, but upon 
premeditation. The defign of invading England 
had been laid in 158 1, and for 7 years he had been 
making all fort of preparations towards it. He 
entered into league with the catholick Princes of 
France in 1584, and the defection in his Belgick 
provinces had continued from 1568. What coun« 
cil was able to embrace fuch a variety of bufinefs ? 
and what treafure, naval force, and armies, were 
adequate to fo many, and fuch high defigns ? 

Thus endeavouring to embrace the whole, and 
all at once, he fucceeded in nothing; for the (Iream 
of his power was diverted into too many branches, 
to run any where with fuch an impetuous force as 
might bear down all before it. 

His not fucceeding in thcfe attempts, did not 
only ftop his progreS for the time, but they were 
wounds of which Spain has ever fince bled and 
languifhed. The Netherlands have been a canker 
perpetually eating upon its vitals. The fums ex- 

Voi. IV. C pendcd 
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pended to fupport the lea^e drew away the bed 
part of its treafure. But the fatal blow of all was the 
mifcarriage of their armada ; it was one of Fortune's 
bearded arrows, it ftruck deep into the flefh, and 
no (kill or care could get it out. Land armies may 
be recruited, and raw troops are difciplined in 2 or 
3 years fervice *, but to form a great naval ilrength, 
as it is infinitely more expenfive, fo it is the work 
of much longer time ; and if it be once fo broken 
as that was, it is hardly to be repaired. 

We may properly enough date the rife of the 
Spanifh power from the year 1503, at which time 
Gonzales, called the great captain, entirely reduced 
the kingdom of Naples : from that year they went 
on increafing 85 years: and perhaps we may as 
properly fix the year 1588 for the aera of their 
cleclenfion. 

It is true, the valour and wonderfiil conduft of 
Alexander Farnefe, Prince of Parma, did for a 
while uphold the reputation of that kingdom ; but 
he feems the laft great man they had. Ever fince 
his death their affairs have gone backwards : But 
we may fafely lay down, that from the year 1588, 
they had loft all hopes of attaining to univerfal 
monarchy. 

However, they were mafters of fo rich dominions, 
and had fuch a remaining foundation of ftrengthy 
that though perhaps they could not be in a condi- 
tion to enlarge their territories, yet ftill they might 
have been a very potent people ; at leaft they might 
have held their own, and in conjunftion with the 
empire, would have always been an overmatch for 
any Prince or power in Europe, had they not con- 
tinued to purfue thofe meafures, which all along had 
been fo prejudicial to them. 

The inquifition, from its firft eftablifliment, had 
driven ftom this country the moft ufeful and moft 

induftricus 
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induftrious of its inhabitants, from that time trade 
and tillage began to decline in Spain, this brought 
adiftemper upon their body politick, which, though 
by flow degrees, was fure to kill at lad. But 
io ftrong a conftitution as theirs was (fupported too 
with the cordials their gallioons brought every year 
from India) might have lafted a long while, had 
not Philip the Illd made fo large an evacuation 
at once, as in a manner drew away all its vital 
Ipirits. 

In 1 6 10, by a ftri6t edift, fcverely executed, he 
baniflied from his dominions all the defendants of 
thofe Jews and Moors, who after the redufbion of 
Granada had chiefly planted themfelves in Valentia, 
and Caftile, and Andalufia, but were fpread through 
the whole kingdom. Mofl: of them had been bap- 
tized, and were called New Chriftians : It is true» 
they were fuipefted to lean ftill towards their old 
fuperftition, but time and gentle ufage might have 
brought them into the bofom of that church* 
But whatever they were, or would have been, men 
of all religions have thought the council of no 
nation did ever make fo wrong a ftcp: The 
common opmion is, there were then thriven away 
1,100,000 peribns. Upon their expulfion, all tte 
lands of the nobility and gentry forthwith fell in 
value; for it was their cuftom to pay for v/hat 
they held a full third more than the natural Spa- 
niards could aflbrd to give. And thus it came 
to pafs, that this region, in former ages (b well 
inhabited, is now become a defert. Livy tells 
us, * " Hifpania, non quam Italia modo, fed 
^^ quam uUa pars terrarum ^Uo reparando aptior 
«* erat." This country, that heretofore bred fo 
many fbldiers, can now hardly fend cut an army 
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of its own natives : So tliat as Philip the lid, by 
taking bad meafures, made it impoflible for the 
Spaniards to extend their limits, fo Philip the Hid, 
by having thus difpeopled his country, has made 
it fo difficult for them to preferve their own domi- 
nions, that v/e fee them in this unhappy jundurc 
of affairs compelled to throw themfelvcs into the 
arms of France. 

V7c cannot fay the Spaniards, from the time they 
began to make a figure in the world, have had 
above 2 warlike princes upcn the throne, viz. Fer- 
dinand and Charles the Vth •, whereas kingdoms that 
go about to form any great empire, mult have had 
a long fucceffion of men of council and aftion, 
fince one loofe reign, if it lafl: any number of years, 
is fufiicient to overthrow the policy and difciplinc 
of 2 or 3 ages -, for men, with great labour, and 
flowly, climb up hill to renown and virtue, but 
they tumble down apace towards effeminacy and 
vice : fuch an uninterrupted feries of wife and adive 
kings will in a ihort traft of time ereft a very largq 
dominion, as we fee the Turks did in lefs than 
3 centuries, among v/hom there was not the inter- 
pofition of I weak reign, fi^om Ottoman their ift 
founder to Selymus the ion of Solyman. And a 
people mult needs become ftrong and formidable, 
whofc courage always leads them to make new con- 
quefts, and whofe wiPiom fo provkles that they 
never lofe any footing they have once gained ; it is 
true, under Bajazet their affairs were brought to the 
brink of ruin ; however he himfelf was neither de- 
feftive in valour, nor in condudt, and all that can 
be faid is that he was overborn by a torrent of fu- 
periour power. But all their other Kings and Em- 
perors made fbme addition to the main body of 
their empire. Unlefs we may except the Romans, no 
people ever reached to luch a power from fo little a 

beginning ; 
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beginning; but the Ottoman Princes have proceed- 
ed by much quicker fteps than the Romans did, 
overrunning a great part of the world in a rapid 
courfe. This vaft dominion took its rife from Ei* 
togrul, a Prince of the Oguzian tribe, who with 
no more than 400 men, fixed themfclves in a vil- 
lage called Saguta, near the mountain Tmolus in 
the greater Phrigia. Ottoman the fon of Ertogrul 
began the kingdom about the year 1299. He 
joined to his fmall principality almoil all Bythinia, 
and the greateft part of Pontus. Orchan his fon 
took Prufa, where he refided, and got footing into 
Europe by taking Calipolis and a few other places. 
Amurath fubdii^d the Thracia Cherfoneie, he 
took the city of Adrianople, and vanquifhed the 
countries of Servia, and Bulgaria. Bajazet added 
to his dominions mofl: part of Thrace, Macedon, 
and Achaia, but himfelf was overcome by Tamer- 
lane. Mahomet conquered Dacia, part of Scla- 
vonia, and what remained of Macetion. Amurath 
the lid took from the Greek Emperor v/hat he 
held in Achaia, and all Theflaly and Epire. Ma- 
homet the lid, who of the Ottoman family firft 
took upon him the imperial ftyle, fubdued what- 
ever remained to the Greek Emperors, and van- 
quifhed what was called the empire of Trapezond. 
Bajazet the lid reduced Caramania, and part of 
Armenia, and took from the Venetians the Morea 
and their part of Dalmatia. Selimus overthrew the 
government of the Mamalukes in Egypt, v/hich 
with Paleftine, Syria, and Arabia, he added to 
his dominions, .bolyman feized Rhoc!es, a great 
part of Hungary, ancj reduced to his dominion 
Babylon, AfTyria and Mefopotamia; Other of 
their Princes have fince made fome little conquefts, 
but the Ottoman greatnefs was at its height in the 
reign of Solyman. 

C 3 Thus 
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Thus we have feen a very large dominion fettled 
in a Ihort period of time. Ottoman began to reign 
about 1299-, Solyman died in 1566. So that iq 
267 years the Turks in a manner had mattered 
what was called the Eaftern empire. 

Their 6 Kings and 4 firft Emperors were all of 
them men of aftion and council, and indeed we 
meet in no ftory with fo long a fucceflion of great 
and able rulers. From Solyman downwards they 
have had no martial Prince upon the throne, but 
Amurath the IVth. If the Ottoman family had 
not degenerated; if they had not fuffered their 
ancient difcipline to be corrupted and loft -, and 
if they had kept up to the rules and principles 
tipon which their government was firft founded 1 
in all likelihood they muft have had fovcreign fway 
over the whole earth, or at leaft their territories 
v/ould have had no other bounds than what they 
themfelves had been pleafed to fix. 

But both the Ottoman and Spanifti monarchies 
rofe too faft to continue long, for the parts that 
compofed thofe 2 great bodies had not time to ce- 
ment ftrongly together-, befides, the Turks, as well 
as the Spaniards, never minded to what degree they 
difpeopled fuch dominions as they conquered. 

The attempts which the Turks and Spaniardsi 
made to eredt fuch unbounded empires, did involve 
a large part of the world in wars and mifchiefs 
while their power lafted -, but they being both de- 
clined, let us fee whether they have left the field 
open, for any other nation to fct a-foot the fame 
defign. 

Many provinces muft be joined and affimulatec^ 
to compofe one fuper-eminent dominion. This 
mighty fabrick ftands for a while, till ill condudt, 
vice and efieminacy have undermined its founda- 
tion, then it falls, and out of its ruins another 

building 
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building riies, which in time may grow to equal 
what went before, in ftrcngth, extent, fymmetry^ 
and height. 

For that virtue which at firft forms Empire, i» 
never quite extinft, but rather traverfes from one 
region to another. By virtue I do not mean that 
which is commonly oppofed to vice, but by virme 
I here underftand piety to our tountry, zeal for 
its intereft or glory, patience under adverfe fortune, 
temper in profperity, obedience to difcipline and 
the laws, forefight in bufinefs, fecrecy and firm- 
nefs in councils, vigour in aftion, courage, mi- 
litary fldll, thirft of honour, magnanimity j and 
theie are the virtues upon which dominion is 
founded. 

Thefe virtues have at times fhined in all great 
nations, and where-ever they prevail moft, that 
country will be fo fuperior as perhaps to overbear 
the Vy'hole, if it has a long fucceflion of wife or 
warlike Princes, if it be fufficiently flocked with 
people, if it has its proportion of riches, and if its 
fituation lyes conveniently for Univerfal Monarchy. 

The Ottoman force has vifibly impaired for 
more than a century. Spain, as I have ftiown, has 
declined for above lOO years. Germany is can- 
toned into fo many principalities, which are {o 
jealous of their own liberties, and fo divided in 
their own interefts, that they can never attenipt 
any confiderable matter, being rather an empire for 
prefervation than increafe; fo that the French 
fcem at prefent to be a people that have the faircft 
prolpedt of erecting fuch a large empire as has 
been here defcribed. 

The condition of this kingdom was very low till 

Charles the Vllth had conquered Normandy, and 

quite expelled the Englifti. Firft, we had large 

poffeffions there. The Duke of Britanny was very 
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powerful, and the Duke of Burgundy was of him- 
felf more than a match for France. 

But after the battle of Fourmignie, which was in 
the year 1450, where we were totally defeated, their 
affairs began to have a better complexion, and from 
that time they have been a rifing nation. 

To model France into fuch a government as 
fhould be capable to opprefs its neighbours, and 
of embracing highdefigns abroad, there wanted foch 
a Prince as his fon Lewis the Xlth proved, who did 
that by policy which other Kings are wont to do 
by force ; for they who will over-run other coun- 
tries, muft firft overthrow their own laws ; for a 
powerful nobility and a free people are not ealily 
brought to follow the mad fallies of a Prince's 
wild ambition, Lewis did weaken and pull down 
all the great families of France, and made them 
all dependent upon him, which gave the firft rife 
of a ftanding army there •, and, to complete the 
work, he fo wrought as to get the power of raifing 
what money he pleafed upon the people. 

His fon Charles the Vlllth was indeed a weak 
Prince, but he did not want courage ; and thofe 
ill concerted expeditions he made into Italy, did at 
leaft tend to render his people warlike ; and as his 
father had by his arts broke the force of the Duke 
of Burgundy, lb he was the means that Britanny 
came to be united to the French crown. 

Charles was fucceeded by Lewis the Xllth, a 
Prince of mod excellent virtues, and who began to 
form the troops of France into that difcipline in 
which they have fince fo much excelled. 

His fuccefibr, Francis the Ift, was a compleat 
hero, and in his days the kingdom was arrived to 
that pitch of greatnefs, that if he had not loft the 
battle of Pavia, according to the beft judgment of 
that age, he had let JFrance much higher than 

Spain 
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Spain was during the reign of Charles the Vth. 
But indeed during the two minorities that followed^ 
of Francis the lid, and of Charles the IXth, its af- 
fairs began again to decline, and the riots and pro- 
fufion of Henry the Hid, were capable to fink any 
kingdom. However, during thefe 3 reigns, though 
civil wars raged all the while, yet the power of 
France went on increafmg all along, becaufe the 
people for the wh6le time were in aftion, and inured 
to wan 

After thefe fucceeded a martial Prince, Henry 
the IVth ; and confidcring what an army he com- 
manded, what a treafure he was then matter of, and 
how capable he was to form and to execute any 
great enterprize, had he not been cut off by an un- 
timely death, it is not eafy to conceive how far he 
might have extended the arms and honour of his 
country. In the two next reigns that followed, viz. 
of Lewis the Xlllth, and of the prefent French 
King, there were two minorities, which commonly 
tend to weaken and diftraft a nation, but r ranee was 
all the while under a ftrong government, becaufe, 
though faftions did now and then prevail a little, 
in the main the reins were held by the unerring and 
fevere hands of Richelieu and Mazarin ; and they 
muft be Kings highly qualified indeed, and fuch as 
are not feen every age, who know how to rule 
a people fo well as thele cardinals did during their 
adminiftration. 

As to the prefent reign, it is to be wiflied Eng- 
land had lefs reafon to commend its condu6l: and 
wifdom. It is true, no government can be truly 
called wife, that has any other view but the liberty 
and happinefs of the people ; but according to the 
depraved appetite and policies of mankind, who 
think power ?ind empire to be what Princes fliould 
chiefly aim ?,:. towards compalTmg thefe ends the 

prefent 
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prefent French King feems to have taken all the 
proper fteps thereunto eonducing. 

He has ftrongiy fortified all the frontiers of his 
kingdom, he has formed a powerful navy, of which 
France was never thought capable; he has rendered 
his whole people warlike, infomuch that he is able 
to raife 300,000 fighting men; he has brought 
military difcipline to its full perfeftion, he has put 
his revenue into fo good a method, that he could 
maintain the expence' of fuch fleets and armies, 
as were brought againft the confederates while the 
war lafled. 

Reckoning from Charles the Vllth's laft battle, 
which reftored France, and was gained anno 1450, 
to this prefent day, they have been 250 years build- 
ing up their monarchy, not by hafty vidories, but 
by adding from time to time fomething to their 
dominions, and by fuch flow degrees, as permitted 
their new acquifitions to be confolidated, and to be- 
come of a piece with their ancient territory. 

During this time there has been the interpofition 
but of two weak reigns, nor during this time have 
they felt any great blow, fuch as the Turks received 
from Tamerlane, nor have they had any fuch lofs 
as the Spaniards fuflTered by the total deftrudion of 
their fleet, and by the difappointment of their ex- 
pedition in 1588. It is true, the battle of Pavia 
was a wound, but not a mortal one, nor was their 
force then entirely broken. 

Their dominion does not confift: of remote pro- 
vinces, fuch as are a burden to the head kingdom, 
and which helped to weaken Spain ; nor is it com- 
pofed of defart and diipeopled countries, as is the 
Turkifli Empire. 

Their own kingdom has been all along well 
flocked with inhabitants, and not difpeopled by 
wars and invafions, as Spain and all the Ottoman 

territories 
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territories had been for many ages. It is true, by 
their inhuman perfecution of the Proteftants they 
Jiave driven away a vaft number of their moft 
ufeful hands, which feems a falfe ftep in politicks, 
pnlefs by this cruel zeal they had a defire to recom- 
mend themfelves to the bigotted Spaniards ; nor is 
this conjefture improbable, becaufe they have had 
the fucceffion of that crown fo long in view, and 
confidering that in their councils and meafures they 
have ever looked a great way forward. 

Some perhaps will objedt that they are now 
drained of men by the late famine and ficknefe, and 
by a long war, that the crown is very much indebt-* 
ed, and that one face of poverty has fpread itfelf 
over the whole nation; all which pcradventure.is 
true. But their climate is fo good and healthy that 
they will foon be recruited with people. And as 
to their prefent debts and poverty, they fcem to be 
in the cafe of a private man, who has embroiled 
his whole eftate to bring about fome great under- 
taking, in which if he fucceeds his fortune is made 
for ever: fo, continual adtion and high defigns, 
carried on for near 40 years, has no doubt very 
much impoverifhed the body of their kingdom; 
but if they profper, if they obtain that large em- 
pire, perhaps over the whole, to which they have 
lb long afpired, or if they can only annex the 
Spaniih dominions to their crown, they will be 
richly paid for all their paft expences, 

It is a melancholy confideration that we can no 
longer fay the houfe of Auftria, the two branches 
of which preferved the balance of power, and 
weighed in the fcale againft France ; we muft now 
fay the houfe of Bourbon. With what mifchiefs 
does not the conjunction of two fuch mighty king- 
doms threaten the world ? If the French have it 
fiojt in their will, is it not in their power to opprefs 

tho 



2tS An EJfay upon 

the whole, efpecially if both fceptrcs fall into one 
hand ? In fhort, by the extent of their territories, 
the multitude of their inhabitants, by the number 
and union of their forces, by their discipline, cou- 
rage, military Ikill, and laftly, by their ambition, 
guided by all the rules of wifdom, and upon many 
more accounts, they feem the people moft likely 
to invade the liberties of Europe. 

If by the Duke of Burgundy's dying without 
ifllie male, the two crowns Ihould come to be worn 
by one Prince, he would have (though not for 
extent of territory) yet for wealth, trade, number 
df inhabitants, and for power, a larger Empire 
than the Turks poffcfled, or than that which 
Charlemagne erefted, to whofe whole dominions 
the French authors affirm their Kings have an un- 
doubted right. 

Such a monarchy would be fo ftrong, that all 
the reft of Chriftendom would be utterly unable 
to rcfift if. This fad profpect has occafioned thefc 
papers. And it is to be liopcd, all good Englifh- 
men will bend their principal thoughts, and exert 
their utmoft ftrcngth, both now and in future 
times, to prevent the growth of fuch a power, which 
may be interrupted in its firft fettlement ; but if it 
be fufFered to fix, it will foon be an over-match 
either for any fmgle, or indeed for any confederate 
oppofition. 

But it may be neceflary to examine whether or 
no there be any real hurt in Univerfal Monarchy : 
Some perlbns have thought not, and that fuch a 
pofture of the world would conduce to the general 
peace and welfare of humankind. If fo, there is no 
need by any arguments to excite virtuous men and 
good patriots to oppofe it by their deeds and in 
their councils. 

The Spaniards, while they had it in view, pub- 
lifhed books to fhow what good it might produce 

to 
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to humankind -, and the French, who abound in 
good wits and able writers, will perhaps do the 
fame, hoping to deceive thofe by falfe reafonings, 
who Ihall be left unfubdued by force of arms* Pedro 
Mexia, a Spaniard, in his book intitled Los Cae- 
fares, fpeaking of the happy days the Roman peo* 
pie faw under the reigns of the three Emperors 
who went before Antoninus Pius, as likewife under 
the government of fome of thofe who fucceeded, 
has expreffions to this purpofe : " That in their 
*' times the whole earth enjoyed peace and reft ; 
" that, notwithftanding their infinite power and 
" numerous forces, juftice prevailed every where, 
** and their fubjefts were in full pofleflion of lif^er- 
" tyj fecurity, and property -, that to their courts 
** reforted aU the noble, valiant, and learned men 
*« in the univerfe ; that it was matter of great won- 
** dcr to fee what union and friendfhip there was 
*' between different nations, infomuch that a man 
** might have travelled through the world, or the 
*' beft parts of it fafely, and without any fear, all 
*' nations looking upon themfelves as neighbours;, 
*' and as it were fellow citizens ; there was then no 
*' occafion of pafsports and letters of fafe conduft, 
*' nor to procure another Ibrt of coin for every 
** region to which your bufinefs led you ; that then 
** every country had not different laws, travellers 
*' were not apprehenfive of falling into the hands 
*« of enemies, or to be made captives ; nor could 
" a malefactor commit a crime in one place, in 
*« confidence of finding refuge and protection in 
" another. He that was born in the Orcades, or 
" furtheft part of Europe, was at home, though 
^^ he was in Afia or Africk, and as good a deniion 
*« as though he had been there born -, that mer- 
*« chants in that age did not ftand in fear of forfci- 
" turcs and penalties at every port and place, but 

" might 



30 An EJfay upon 

** might freely pafs with their merchandize with- 
" out particular licences ; and laftly, that the jftatc 
*' of mankind in thofe times was every way full of 
*' felicity under the Roman government.** 

No doubt this author (who wrote in the time of 
the Emperor Charles the Vth, and whofe hiftorio* 
grapher he was) had a mind to infinuate to the 
world a good opinion of that Univerfal Monarchy, 
at which his matter was then aiming. 

If Mexia were fingle in this thought, or if the 
fears were very remote, that fuch a luper-emincnt 
power might once more get footing in the world, 
it would not be worth the while to refute his no- 
tions : but fince he has many followers and ad- 
mirers, and fmce there are near and cogent reafons 
to apprehend that a great part of the globe may again 
fall under the Ible dominion of fome one Prince, 
it may not be amifs to fay a few words upon this 
fubjeft. 

Which way foever we confider great Empires 
(whether in their infancy, in their blooming youth, 
in their manhood and full ftrength, or in their de- 
clining age) we (hall find mankind in all thefe fe- 
veral periods of time afflifted with wars, famine, 
bloodihed, thraldom, and devaftations. 

They are brought forth with pangs, and the firft 
exertions of their vigour are deftru6tive to their 
neighbours. Their ftrugglings for elbow room are 
ever bloody, becaufe opinion of equality in forces 
makes the firft contentions obftinate. But their 
infancy, v/hile they fight under their mothers wing^ 
** Dum circum ipfam matrem cum finitlmis luc- 
*' tantur," is of all their age the moft innocent. 

As they fpread themfelves further, it is ftill with 
deftrudlion of others. It is true, their youth is 
full of courage, heroick ardour, magnanimity, and 
of all that we call virtuous, while diey are in the 
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early chace of glory : but what is this renown they 
hunt after ? Is not the foundation of it laid in 
battles, fieges, fackings, and thofe other effects of 
war, that involve humankind in various forts of 
mifery ? 

But when they are come to manhood, or full 
ftrength, ruin grows more extcnfive -, they are no 
longer warmed with the virtuous defire of fame, 
but inflamed with that wild luft, ambition : they 
range about for prey wantonly, and not out of 
hunger ; they vex not here and there a city, but 
lay whole regions wafte. They kill of others, or 
lofe themfelves, 20, 40, or 100,000 men in one 
battle^ and when they are quite debauched with 
power, then follow breach of faith, ftratagems» 
circumventions, inobfcrvance of treaties, oppreflion 
of their vaflals, frauds, perjury, rapes, murders, 
burnings, and all the other monflers with which 
the earth is pregnant, after fhe has engendered with 
the god of wan 

However, when they have fubdued the whole, 
peace and reft to mankind (hould be expedted ; 
but before their robuft maturity is quite over, they 
fall at variance among themfelves about the fway 
of that world which they have conquered ; as did 
SvUa and Marius, Pompey and Casfar, and after- 
wards Oftavius with Brutus, and Sextus the fon of 
Pompey, and then with Antony 5 whofe quarrek 
engaged the whole earth, and harafled, wafted, and 
affliAed Italy, the allies, and the provinces, more 
than all the wars that had gone before. 

But when thefe great empires arrive to their old 
and declining age, the difedes contraAed for want 
of aftion afFe£t and interrupt the peace and felicity 
of mankind, as much as the furious excuriions of 
their youth and manhood. For be it either in a 
commonwealth, or in a fingle perfon, power never 

gets 



32 An EJfay upon 

gets to a very eminent height, but it runs into aU 
fort of corruptions, and there is rarely any found 
health in the body politic, but while it is kept in 
motion : it is true, good Princes, fuch as was Au* 
guftus, when they have made all things quiet, though 
it was by force and bloodlhed, render the condition 
of mankind happy as long as their reigns laf): ; but 
how miferable was the ftate of the whole earth 
under the bad Emperors of Rome, who in number 
did much exceed the good ones. 

Auguftus did indeed fliut the temple of Janus, 
and when the government of the whole was fixed 
in a fingle perfon, the world was for a while at 
peace \ but how long did that laft ? did not contend- 
ing titles foon after cover Italy and the provinces 
with civil arms ? but could any war be fo deftrudtive 
as the cruelty, profufion, lull, riots, and rage of 
the princes that foon followed ? 

It is true, there was a feeming peace for a while, 
and the vulgar and unknown heads were fafe ; but 
was there not at tlie fame time an open war pro- 
claimed againft virtue, and all virtuous men ? were 
they not every where profcribed, murdered, con- 
fifcated, banifhed or imprifoned ? 

While this fovereign dominion fubfifted, for 
how long can we fay the condition of mankind was 
happy ? This empire, or at leaft the remains of it, 
lafted 1228 years; of which the firil 711 were a 
continued ftate of war •, then it fell into a fmglc 
perfon : and of the Princes in whom their virtues 
were more predominant than their vices, the num- 
ber was but very fmall; they were Auguftus, Galba, 
Vefpafian, Titus, Coccius Nerva, Trajan, Hadrian, 
Antoninus Pius, AjBtoninus Philofophus, Pertinax, 
Severus, Alexander Severus, Conftantin and Theo- 
dofius the Great ; who all of them in the whole 
xeigncd but about 218 years, which were the only 
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good times humankind could be thought to enjoy- 
in the revolution of fo many ages. 

Thefe great empires are not only oppreffive to 
the race of men while they are fixing, and when 
they are fixed, but their very diflblution is attend- 
ed with infinite mifchiefs. 

When they are come to their decrepid age, they 
do not, like natural bodies, whom time has weakened 
and wafted, fall gently, and by infenfible degrees. 
Thefe nughty fabricks, the parts of which were 
ftrongly cemented at firft, indure many fhocks, 
fiorms, difafters, and attempts, before they are in- 
tirely overthrown. 

It was 80 years before Alerich with his Goths, 
Attila with his Hunns, Genferich with his Vandals, 
and Odoacer with his Scythians, could fubvert 
the Roman people, during which time they fuffered 
more mifcries than they themfelves had felt, or 
than they had made others feel in the whole courfe 
of their dominion. 

The flaughters, the devaftations of the provinces, 
fackings of cities, and depopulations in Italy, which 
mankind then faw, are hardly to be numbered ; fo 
that while thefe fierce invaders were heaving at, and 
fubverting a fabric that had ftood fo long, and 
whofe foundations were fo deeply laid, the whole 
earth was to be in a convulfive motion, and to fuffer 
in its downfal. 

But Mexia tells us, that while the world was 
thus under the rule of a fingle perfon, trade 
flourifhed : and fo perhaps it did, but then it was 
only in that country which was the principal feat 
of empire. 

For, as we fee in particular kingdoms, where 
there is one great city, it draws to it all the trade ; 
fo in a large dominion, compofed of feveral pro- 
vinces, be it a commonwealth, or a principality. 

Vox.- IV. D what- 
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whatever country is the head of affairs^ there wiU 
all the traffic center. Thus the Athenians, when 
by the advice of Themiftocles, they were become 
ftrong at fea, and when in about 50 ytars (reckon- 
ing from the departure of Xerxes to the beginning 
of the Pcloponncfian war) they were grown to have 
the chief command over all Greece, they ingrofled 
all the commerce that was then ftirring, and the 
other cities and iflands were but dealers under them. 
Their navy indeed was the occafion of their great- 
nefs, but whatever nation has the chief dominion 
at land, will in time have the dominion of the feas, 
and they who are ftrongeft at fea, will have all the 
trade. Befides, merchants will always refort to 
countries where they fee a big Emporium, a luxu- 
rious people, and a pompous court. 

While the Roman empire lafted, did not the 
wealth of the whole univerfe center in Italy and 
Rome ? were not the fubjeft nations all peeled and 
plundered to enrich and adorn one city? What 
could remain after the rapines committed by the 
Praetors and Proconfuls that were fent to govern 
the provinces ? was there any more left than what 
would barely give the inhabitants a poor livelihood 
and ferve to pay their tributes ? Where trades were 
beneficial did they not farm them out, as that of 
the Indies to the people of Alexandria ? Other 
inftances might be given of the like nature, and 
when tliey came to have bad Princes, was not all 
the world oppreflcd with taxes to fupport their riots 
and profufion ? 

Befides, all thefe great monarchies degenerate 
into tyranny, with which trade is incompatible. 

But Mexia tells us, " That to the courts of the 
** Roman Emperors reforted all the noble, valiant 
*' and learned men in the univerfe." They had 
reafon iridecd to love men of valour, for without 
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fuch ftrong hands to hold them up, they ftood 
upon a very dangerous height, and yet the bed 
of them have been afraid of eminent virtues, 
6nd have thought fuperior merit a high crime, tt 
is true, good Princes now and then forgive gallant 
generals, that have done them many fignal fervices, 
they let them live on, retired and negleded ; but the 
bad ones are not at reft till they have cut off all 
brave and noble Ipirits : which occafioned Corbu- 
lo's friends to wonder why he would feek matter 
for his glory, and ftir up new wars in the reign of 
Claudius. " Cur hoftem conciret? advena in 
** rempublicam cafura : Sin profpere egiffet, for- 
** midolofam pad, virum infignem, & ignavo prin- 
«' cipi prsegravem/* And even the martial King$ 
and Emperors that have made moft buttle in the 
world, have ftiowered down more favours upon their 
cabinet flatterers than upon their men of aftion. 

But he would inlinuate, that thefe univerfal 
monarchs promoted learning; whereas nothing. 
could be to oppofite to their defigns. The elo- 
quence that can ihew the people how they are in- 
jured, and perfwade them to feek redrefs, the pierc- 
ing judgment which can look into the faults in go- 
vernment, and expofe corrupt minifters, good fenfe, 
and the virtue which good fenfe produces, books, 
fcience and wifdom, are fo many obftacles to the 
fettlement of unbounded power; and therefore 
Princes who have aimed at it (except now and then 
fome one excellent man, fuch as was Auguttus) 
have been far from encouraging letters and know- 
ledge: on the contrary, they have endeavouiied, 
as much as in them lay, to extinguifh all the lights 
of nature. 

They who would put the world under this form 
of government, and think thereby to render its 
•onditioo more fafe and eafy, muKt fuppofe that 
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none but good Princes fhall be upon the throne, 
which did not happen to the Romans, when they 
had the choofing of their mailers. They were often 
miftaken in their choice; fome had good inclinadons, 
but were corrupted by thofe about them \ in others 
the feeds of vice and cruelty lay undifcovered, as 
in Tiberius ; others nature had formed well enough, 
but fo much power turned their heads, and made 
them worfe; " Solufque Vefpafianus omnium 
♦' ante fe principum, in melius mutatus eft.** 
Nor was it better in diofe great empires that went 
by fucceflion, for all the royal races that we read 
of, degenerated in a few years, except that of 
Ottoman, which kept up to its firft vigour for ten 
generations. 

But Mexia would infer, that \mder the Romans 
mankind enjoyed reft, becaufe there were not then 
fuch frequent wars between nation and nation as 
now-a-days. It is true, they were reftrained by 
one over-ruling power, at whofe pleafure only they 
were to make war or peace. But the maintenance 
of fuch a riotous and cxpenfive court, the payment 
of fo large armies, fleets and numerous garrifons, 
the opprefTion by governours and lieutenants of 
the remote provinces, and the heavy taxes impofed 
upon fuch as lay nearer hand, were a greater weight 
upon the world, than now and then a war could 
be, and at this time, any country that will patiently 
endure all this, may be at reft from war. 

As the earth is now divided into fcveral king- 
doms, principalities and ftatcs, between them wars 
will happen, but the weaker fortify themfelves by 
alliances with the ftronger; fo that (unlefs fome 
great oppreflbr rifes up to difturb the world with 
his ambition) we have many more years of peace 
than of war j whereas in univerfal empires every 
day had its different calamities \ while they were 
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rlfing they harafled their fubjefts with perpetual 
adion -, when they were grown powerful they ruled 
them with hard reins ; and when they declined, and 
became weak, they were unable to protedt them. 

What this Spaniard advances is in part true, 
•* That in thofe days a malefador could not com- 
*' mit a crime in one country in confidence of 
♦« finding proteftion in another." But at the fame 
time, was not afflifted virtue widiout any place of 
refuge ? Whither could he retreat who was hated 
by the minifters, or mifreprefented to the Prince ? 
Where could he be fafe who was obnoxious for his 
wealth, for his too much fame, for his high birth, 
for his fandity of manners, for his wit, wifdom, 
or for his valour ? Would Germanicus have en- 
dured the jealoufies of his uncle Tiberius, the in- 
iblence of P^ and Plandna ? and would he have 
ftaid to fall by poi{bn at Antioch, if in any part of 
the earth he could have lived as became the grand- 
fon of Auguftus ? When any noble Roman was 
unfortunate, envied or fufpe6ted, we do not find 
he endeavoured to fave himfelf by flight, he chofc 
rather to die by his own hands-, becaufe he knew 
there was no region to which he could retire with 
fafety. Whereas, as the world is now divided into 
feveral dominions, he whom tyrants or the inftru- 
ments of tyranny perfecute in one place, may meet 
with (helter in another, but there, is no getting from 
the reach of Univerfal Monarchy, 

By what has been here faid, perhaps it will ap- 
pear, that this fort of government, if fet in a true 
light, has not fuch a fair and inviting alpedt, as 
Mexia endeavours to give it. But the bondage it 
lays upon our bodies, is eafy, in companion to 
what it would impofe upon our minds. 

For all who own the lame dominion (if force can 
do it) will he brought to own tlic lame religion, it 
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is an excrcife of power which moft Princes think 
thcmfelves bound in duty to perform : they believe 
their thrones not fafe without it. Even the good 
Emperors our Spaniard fpcaks of, endeavoured to 
make all men of one opmion in religious matters. 
Trajan raifed a perfecution againft the ChnfUan 
church. Hadrian forbad the Jews circumcifion, 
upon which there arofe a war. There was a perfe- 
cution of the Chriftians in the reign of Antoninus 
Philofophus. But it was rather attributed to Lucius 
his fon-in-law, whom he had made Casfar, than to 
himi Afterwards when the Emperors were con- 
verted, in their turns, as they were Orthodox or 
Arian, they ftrove to unite all their fubjedb under 
one and the fame belief. 

He who alpires to Univcrfal Empire, or who is 
in pofleflion: of it, will always (land in fear of 
different religions, he will look upon fuch fepara- 
tions, as fo many endeavours to divide his power, 
he will think the feparated members or heretical 
part, to be a faction formed againft him, and that 
whofocver can put himfelf at the head of it, may 
be in a condition even to difputc with him for the 
dominion of the whole j he will dread the defperatc 
courage and indefatigable induflry of a religious 
army ; and for thefe rcafons^ the mighty monarchs 
of the world, for many ages, have purfued with 
the fword, fire, and halters, fuch whom either er- 
ror has withdrawn, or whom the true diftates of 
confcience have divided from the publick religion 
of their country. 

But here it may be objcded, this perfccuting 
fpirit has prevailed in little ftates and dominions as 
well as in the greater: it is true •, however then the 
afflifted (according to Chrift's own direftion) may 
fly from one country to another, they may with- 
draw while the ftorm rages> and they may go where 
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they cannot be reached by the church's unforgiving 
hand : but of this benefit mankind will be deprived 
in Univcrfal Monarchy, 

This the Roman catholick clergy have for fome 
years fordeen ; and from the time they found them- 
ielves attacked, they have endeavoured to rellore 
temporal power to its former height, that their Ipi- 
ritual power might be the more exalted. 

If things could be {q ordered, that no nation 
could refill the temporal arm, the fpiritual arm 
might extend itfelf every where without oppofition. 

Therefore of late they have uled their utmoft 
endeavours, that fome one country might have fb- 
vereign Iway over all the reft : while Spain had the 
beft profpe^ of it, they promoted the Spanifh in- 
tereft in all the courts of Europe, whofe defigns 
they helped on every where, by being their fpies, 
advocates, and intelligencers. It is notorious that 
the priefb, efpecially the Jefuits (who meddle moft 
in worldly bufinefs, and pretend to the decpeft 
reach in policy) were every where of the Spanifh 
faAion : but for Ibme years they have forfaken the 
houfe of Aufhia ; and now, that the prelent French 
King, by his conduft and wifdom, has fet that 
kingdom up fb high, they delire to advance him 
to a more eminent height, they plead his caufe, 
ihey cabal for him; whatever they can do by work- 
ing upon the fuperftition of Princes, or of the peo- 
ple ; is in order to his greatnefs : ii| fhort, the ca« 
tholick ckrgy are univerfally on the fide and in the 
interefts of France. All which b fo obvious to 
every private man's obfervation, that it needs not 
be inforced by any further arguments. 

That they are friends to Univerfal Monarchy, 
and that they think it their intereft to promote it, 
]s apparent enough; but fhould they gain their 
jpoint, peradveoture it would have other effefts dian 
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they imagine ; it would perhaps end in the weaken- 
ing of their whole hierarchy j if not, in all likeli- 
hood, it would le0en the papal authority, which 
muft become fubfervient to the power criF fuch a 
fovereign Lord, who, may be, would claim a right 
to nominate Popes, as Charlemagne did, or at leaft 
that their eledion fhould not be valid without his 
confirmation, which privilege all the Emperors unin- 
terruptedly enjoyed in the 6th, 7th, and 8th centuries. 
But thefe remote fears do not operate upon them, 
they think the See of Rome founded upon a firm 
rock, they rely upon the early impreffion of reve- 
rence towards it, with which they take care to im- 
bibe the minds of Kings and Emperors ; they 
therefore defire one man fhould rule all, in con- 
fidence they ftiall rule him, and indeed there is 
hardly any Prince, whom they hope not to govern, 
cither by his virtue, or by his vices. 

If then the unbounded dominion, to which our 
neighbours fo vifibly afpire, involves mankind in 
the mifchiefs we have here reckoned up, if it (hould 
put an end to wars, only to introduce what is 
worfc than war, thraldom, poverty and perfecu- 
tion? If it would be a " Ipla etiam pace wevum,** 
if it brings on calamities, which the valiant will be 
unable to oppofc, and from which the fearful can- 
not fly, all men who love their country, fhould do 
their utmofl tb intercept the growth and progrefs 
of fuch an empire. 

Power is a plant that from a fmall feed, will 
grow to a prodigious height, it will draw to its own 
roots all the nourifhment, and it will fo fpread it- 
felf as to oVerfhadow whatever is round about it; 
it is not difficult to interrupt its beginnings, but 
when it has attained to its full flrength, it is hardly 
to be fhaken ; we (hould contemplate " primas do- 
** minandi fpes in arduo j ubi us ingrefTus adefle 
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•* ftudia & miniftros," Before a Prince has fully 
eftabliftied his dominion common intereft may unite 
his neighbours in a common danger, but if he be 
fufFered to fix himfelf ftrongly, fear, intereft, and 
flattery, will intervene : nations will crowd in, and 
beg they may be admitted to receive his yoke; 
fome will want his protedtion, fome will requeft 
his aid, in order to opprefs others, fome ftates 
will perhaps fubmit, as being carelefs who has the 
dominion fo they may have the trade and riches ; 
and there is no fort of corruption that will not en- 
ter into the hearts of commonwealths. Princes, and 
their people, when once the virtuous thoughts of 
defending publick liberty are extinguifhed : fo that 
a King, who by the cowardice or folly of fome of 
his neighbours, is fufFered to become an overmatch 
for the reft, will in no long courfe of time have the 
whole world flaves either to his fortune, or to his 
power-, and if fome fparks of virtue and courage 
remain in any lingle nation, fo as that it Jhould 
hold out for a while, and defirc to preferve natural 
freedom, it will be left to ftand alone, or rather 
mankind will become fo depraved as that all the 
reft will give their helping hands, and join m its 
deftrudtion. 

With as much brevity as fo copious a fubjedt 
was capable of, I have here defcribeid fome of the 
great Empires that have been hitherto ereAed •, I 
have fhewn what calamities the unbounded ambi- 
tion of defiring to engrofs the whole, has brought 
Upon humankind; and I have done it with this 
intention that the young nobility and gentry of 
England, to whom thefe papers are dircfted, by 
having a ftiort view before them of paft times, 
may be the better able to form a judgment of the 
future. 
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THE Author did not at firft think of 
inferting the following Appendix^ for 
fear of fwelling this book to too large a bulk; 
but he has fince confidered, that having in 
the Effay upon War, Peace and Alliances, 
gone againft the received opinion and com- 
mon doctrine, he is obliged to produce his 
authorities. The Records are very curious^, 
and contain many things that will be a light 
to hiftory : they who give themfelves the 
trouble to read them, will find many prece- 
dents, which for brevity fake, were omitted 
in the Effay. All the faid Records have 
been carefully examined by the Author at 
the Tower. 
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♦ T) UR ceo qc le Roi nc doit imprendre fait dc 
Jl guerre contre nuUy, ne alier hos dc fon roi- 
aulm, faunz commun aflent de fon baronage pur 
moults des perils qe purrount avenir a lui & a Son 
roiaulm ; nous ordeignons, qe le roi deformes ne 
aille hors de fon roiaulm, nenprengc contre nuUy 
fait de guerre fans commun aflent de fon baronage, 
& ceo en parlement -, & fi autrement le face, & (i 
fur cele emprife face femoundre fon fervice, foit la 
femounce per nul ; & fil aveign qe le Roi empreign 
fait de guerre contre nully ou aille hors de terre per 
aflent de fon dit baronage & befoign qil mette 
gardien en fon roiaulm, dunt le mette per commun 
aflent de fon baronage & ceo en parlement. 



f T T E M en dit parlement fi demanda le dit Evefqc 
X de Wynceftre Chanceller de per noftre Seigneur 
le Roi en fa prefcnce de Lercevefqe de Canterbier 
& de tous les autres Prelatz Countes Barouns & 
autre Grantz du roiaulm illoqes eflieantz, lur con- 
cealx & avis lequel il lur fembleroit mielx, qe 

• Rot. ord. 5 Edw. 2. N. 9. 
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noftre Seigneur le Roi d'Engleterre y preft voie 
de proces od le Roi de France des bufoignes per 
cntre eux en manere comme le dit Roi de France 
avoit premis Ceftaffaver qe le dit Roi d*Engleterre 
eflirroit lis fept ou oyt des Peres de France queujc 
il vorreit & qe ceux fis fept ou oyt tretaflent de 
jour en jour tantqe au fyn, & ce qils aceorderent & 
ordinereint le Roi de France perrerroit en voie de 
amiable trette per alliance de marriage ou le guerre. 
Les queux Prelatz Countes Barouns & autres Granz 
relpondirent & confeillerent pur le mielx uniement 
& checun pur lui feverallement eant regard as 
perils qe poient avenir per les deux voies ceftaflavef 
dentrer en proces ou la guerre qe noftre Seigneur le 
Roi d'Engleterre y preft amiable trette od le Roi 
de France des bufoignes fufdite^ & pour ce qe 
avis fuft as touz qil ne feroit mie bien qe la manere 
de cele trette fuft trop publie einz tenu ferre, fi 
demanda let dit Chanceller de per noftre dit 
Seigneur le Roi de touz les Prelatz & autres Grantz 
fufdites queux ils vouloient & confeillerent qe tre- 
taflent des dites bufoignes ; a qoy touz les Prelatz 
& autres Grantz refpondirent qe noftre Seigneur le 
Roi y nomaft & efleut tieux come il fembloit qe 
bons feuifleient a tretter. Et fur ce noftre Seigneur 
le Roi noma Lercevefqe de Canterbiers, le Chan- 
celler & Treforer, les Evefqes d'Ely & de Wir- 
ceftre les Countes Marefchal & de Garenne, Mon- 
fieur Henry de Beaumont, Monfieur Henry de 
Percy, Monfieur Hugh de Courtnay, Monfieur 
Jeffrey Lefcrop, Monfieur William de Hcrle, 
Monfieur Johan de Stonore & Monfieur Johan de 
Cantabrigge, qeux pris a eux tielx come il pleroit 
a noftre Seigneur le Roi tretaflent des bufoignes od 
le Roi de France come defus eft dit. Et en mefmc 
le parlement fi fuft accorde pur le mielx per noftre 
Seigneur le Roi & les ditz Ercevefqes Countes & 
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Barouns & autres Grantz efluz a trctter come fus 
eft dit qen totes maneres continuance fe face de 
per noftre Seigneur le Roi d'Engleterre de amiable 
trette per voie de marriage ou en autre covenable 
manere ovcfqe le Roi de France pur reftitution 
avoir de la terre de Agenys & le droit de la corone 
fauver & qe maundez foient au dit Roi de France 
pur treter en amiable manere fur les dites bufoignes 
come fus eft dit les Evefques de Wynceftre & 
Wyrceftre & Norwys deux ou un de eux fblone 
ce qil plerra a noftre Seigneur le Roi d'Engleterrc 
& auxint le Seigneur de Beaumont de Percy & de 
Montagu Monfieur Jeffrey Lefcrop & Maiftre 
Johan de Shordick. 

* Quant as bufoignes touchantes la terre d^rland 
fi eft accorde per noftre Seigneur le Roi Prelatz 
Countes & Barouns & atltres Grantz en mefme le 
parlement, qe noftre Seigneur le Roi fapparaille 
d'aller a melmes les parties dlrland a plus toft qe 
bonnement purra & qe noftre Seigneur le Roi 
mande endementiers aucuns Grantz & fiables de 
fon roiaulm od poer des gentz d*armes as dites par- 
ties en aide de la juftice & des autres liges gentz 
le Roi illoqes a faire le bien qils purront contre les 
contrsureantz, Et puree que grantz malx font ave- 
nuz einz ces heures en la dite terre d'Irland pur ce 
qe les Grantz du roiaulm qont terres en ycelle ont 
bdlle la garde de mefmes lur terres as gentz meins 
couvenables & meins fuffifantz a ce qe le Roi ad en- 
tendu fi eft accorde per le Roi & per tot ion confeil en 
mefme le parlement qe les ditz Grantz qont terres en 
fnefme la terre d'Irland facent garder au peril qappenc 
lur terres illoqes per fi couvenables & fi fuffiiantz 
gentz qe mal ny a veigne per lur defaute. Et fur ce 
foient briefs mandez as ditz grantz eanz terres en 
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Ireland defaire ce qeft accorde finent aim brief! 
mandez as tous les Vifcountes d'En^eterre de crier 
qe touz ceux qont terres en Irland les facent garder 
come eft dit au peril quappent. 



♦ TT^T puis en pldn parlement, fi fiift prononcie 
Wrj per k dit Ercevefqe en fourme de predica- 
tion en la prefence noftre Seigneur le Roi & deftouz 
les prelatz & autres Grantz la caufe pur qele le 
pariement eftoit Ibmons. Et auxint per PEvelqe 
de Wynceftre Chanceller en fourme de predication 
coment le Roi de France avcit ordine fon aler de- 
vers la terre fainte ore en martz en deux ans pre- 
chein avenir & qe molt luy plerroit d'aver la 
compignie noftre Seigneur le Roi d'Engletcrre en ce 
voiag^ entendant per tant afFaire meilour exploite 
fur fes ennemys Dieu & a ce faire avoir il requis 
noftre Seigneur le Roi d*Englcterrc per fes lettres 
& auxint per fes meffages Et ce fiift Tenchefoii 
pur qoi fe pariement feuft fummons & fur ce de- 
manda il deper noftre Seigneur le Roi les con- 
cealx & avys des Prelatz Countes Barouns & de 
touz le$ auttes Grantz en plein pariement. 

-f Et quant al aler de noftre Seigneur le Roi en: 
la terre fainte^ ks Prelatz Countes Barouns & touz 
ks autres ibmons a mefme le pariement loerunt 
molt k bon purpos & la bon volunte qe le noftre 
Seigneur k Roi ad dy aler, mes il lour fembloit qe 
le temps dy aler ore en Martz a deux ans fi eft trop 
court pur plufours raiibns ; Et eft aflentu & ac- 
xorde en plein parkment qil preigne fon akr 
a la Purification prechein avenir en troize ans 
mes • » • . . Avys eft a touz qe fi les 
deux Rois preigceur lur voiage enfembk qe pur 

* Rot. Pari. 6 Edw. 3. pars i. n. 5. f Ibid. a. $« 
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tant Ic dit voiagc feroit Ic plus honourable & plus 

profitable Taide de Dieux, fi eft ac- 

corde & aflentu per touz en plein parlement qe fi 
avis foit a noftre Seigneur le Roi per fon bon con- 
fcil & qil foit purveu dy alef & enftat & qil fe 
peuft bonement faire & per trette od le Roi de 
France hornnne puiffe efloigner ou encourcer Ic 
temps qome le preigne. 

f Item feuft pronuncie deper noftre feigneur le 
Roi per la Bouche Monfieur Jeffrey Lefcrop coment 
autres fois au darrein parlement fomons a Weft- 
minftre Tan quynt accorde fu qe fur les debatz 
muez perentre noftre feigneur le Roi & le Roi dc 
France en droit des terres per dc laqe continuaunce 
fe feit per trette per voie de marriage ou en autre 
couvenable manere & fur ce noftre Seigneur le Roi 
d*Engleterre avoit mande fcs meflages au Roi dc 
France les qeux ont trette ovefqe le dit Roi de 
France & ont reporte a noftre dit Seigneur le Roi 
qe le Roi de France ad dit, qe fil pleift a noftre 
Seigneur le Roi d*Engleterre de venir od luy per- 
fonalement qil fera plus de grace a luy qe a nul 
autie, pur qoy il bufoign de mander per temps 
meflages a lavant dit Roi de France. £t fur ce 
demanda le dit Monfieur Jeffrey deper noftre Seig- 
neur le Roi les confealx & avys des dits Prelatz 
CouAtes & Barouns & autres Grantz en plein Par- 
lement qen cas qe les di s meffages ore a mander 
ou dit Roi de France remandent a noftre dit Seig- 
neur le Roi d'Engleterre qe per fa venue les 
bufoignes fe puiflent amander, fil en doit prendre 
le dit voyage vers le dit Roi de France ou nemie. 
A qoi touz les Prelatz Countes & Barouns & au- 
tres Grantz fufdits ont refpondu quils fe aflfentent 
bien qe J'empcfcbcmcnt ouftc des fuidites malveye^ 

f Ibid. n. 10, 
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iflint ore Icvez & le Roi d'Engleterre en puifle 
avir profit per fon aler en propre perfonne au Roi 
dc France come fus eft dir & qe per tant la bufoigne 
fe puifle ,»mander qil y >iilk i5^ auxint eft aflentu per 
aucuiies cncliCions qe le aler noftre Seigneur le Roi 
en Irland nadgaires aflentu au prcchein parlement 
preigne delay tant qe a la fefte de St. Michel pre- 
chein avenir, et qe endimeiiiiers noftre Seigneur le 
Roi mande aucunes gentz d'armes & autres qe 
Icgiers font en pernantz.& traveillantz a les parties 
fufdites en aide des fes bons gentz illoqes. 

* A quen jour eftoit pronuncie per 1 Evefqe de 
Wynceftre Chanceller noftre Seigneur le Roi la 
caufe pur qele le parlement fuft fomons ceftaflaver 
pur les bufoignes touchantes la terre d'Irland devers 
la qele terre le Roi avoit ordine fon paflage pur 
refreindre od 1 aid de Dieux la malice de fes rebelx 
& enemys illoqes qi avoient occupez & de jour en 
autre occuperent fes terres chaftielx & manoirs & 
de fes lieges gentz illoqes en deftruant fi avant come 
en eux feuft mefme les liges, et fur ce furent les 
Prelatz Countes Barouns & autres Grantz du par- 
lement chargez en lur legeances de confeiller fur la 
feurance de la terre d'Engleterre. Les queux 
Prelatz & autres Grantz demenderent temps davifer 
tant qa Joedy prechein fuant ceftaflaver le fecond 
jour de parlement & puismefme le jour furent les 
articles fous efcriptz luez & aflfentuz devant le 
Roi & de touz les Grantz en mefme le Parle- 
ment, 6fr. 

-f- A quen jour de Joedy en euent trette & delibe- 
ration ; ceftaflaver les ditz Prelatz per eux mefmes 
& les ditz Countez Barouns & autres Grantz per 
eux mefmes & auxint les Chevelers de Countes 
per eux mefmes ; fi refpondirent qils avoient grant 

* Ro(. ibid, pars 2. n. u f Ibid* n. 5. 
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eonfideration as noveles qe de jour en autre viendrent 
des parties d'Efcoce & as perils qepoient de leger 
avenir au roiaulm d*Engkterre & au poeple le 
Roi per la abfence du Roi hors du roiaubn en cas 
qe la pees nadgaires faite entre les roiaulms d'Eng- 
Icterre & d*Efcoce feuft rompue. Et confeillercnt 
pur le mielx qe noftre Seigneur le Roi demorafl: 
en Engleterre & rctreiffift devers les parties de north 
& qil euft ovefqe lui fages gentz & forcibles pur 
fauvation du dit roiaulm & de fon poeple en cas 
qe les gentz d*Efcoce ou autres y voleient entrer 
pur mal faire. Et auxint confeillerent qe le Roi 
y mandaft forcibles gentz & fages as parties d'lr- 
land) & auxint d*argent en eide de fes liges gentz 
illoqes, fcfr. 

J Et comment le Roi ottreiant lur coniealx fi 
eft venuz & coment puis pur autres noveles qe lui 
vindrent a Everwicke des dites parties d'Efcoce de 
ce qe Edward Baillof fe avoit fait coroner Roi 
d'Efcoce. Per le Roi & per ion conieil adonques 
illoques aflemblez le Roi avoit fait femondre a ore 
fon parlement a Everwicke & qe la caufe du fomons 
eftoit qe noftre Seigneur le Roi voleit aver les con- 
^alx de fes bons gentz & liges de fon roiaulm Pre- 
Utz & autres lequel il fe devoit trere vers Efcoce en 
clamant le demeigne de mefme la terre ou de foi 
faire partie a prendre lavantage daver en fervice 
comme fes anceftres avoient, ou la value. £t fur 
ce chargea noftre Seigneur le Roi per la bouche le 
dit Monfieur Jeffrey en plein parlement meifme Ic 
maridy les Prelatz Countes Barouns, & autres 
Grantz & les Chcvalers des Countees & gentz de 
la commune qe eu r^ard a I'honour & profit de 
luy & fon roiaulm, & a ce qe au temps de la pees 
fait nadgaires perentre les gentz d'Engleterre & les 

} Rot. ibid. p. 3. n. i. 

E 3 gentz 



54 APPEND IX. 

gentz d'Efcoce qil eftoit deinz age & ne mie do 
fon proprc poer cinz mcfme per autres. Lui con- 
feillallent & donallent lour avys & qils euflent 
auxint regard a ce qe laiinceftre le Baillof forfit 
encountre lael noftre Seigneur le Roi qore eft. Les 
qeux Prelatz od la Clergie per eux mefmes & les 
Countees & Barouns per eux mefmes & Chevalers 
& gents des counteez & gentz de la commune per 
eux mefmes ent treterent & confeillerent tantqe a 
vendredy prechein fuant. Et mefme le vendrcdy 
en plein parlement les Prelatz per eux mefmes & 
les Countez & Barouns per eux mefmes & les Chi- 
valers des counteez per eux mefmes & puis touz 
en comune refpondirent. Qe en fi grande & 
chargeante bufoigne, & fi pres touchante le Roi 
font poeple & font roiaulm ne ofeint ne faveint 
confeiUer fans lavys des Prelatz des qeux forfqe 
trois ceftaflaver Lercevefqe d'Everwicke les Evef- 
qes de Nichole & de Kardoil, les Abbees d'Ever- 
wicke & de Seleby eftoient venuz & des autres 
Grants du roiaulm qe adonqes ne feurent pas venuz. 
Et fur ce requiflrent noftre Seigneur le Roi quil 
voufift continuer mefme le parlement tanqe as 
utaves de feinte Hiller prechein avenir deftre adon- 
qes a mefme lieu d'Everwickc & mander charge- 

ablement as Prelatz, &c. ^La quele reqefte 

noftre Seigneur le Roi ottreia, &c. 

-f-Les qeux treterent de mefmes les bulbignescome 
fus eft dit, du dit Joedy tantqe a Marfdy prechein 
fuant & mefme le Maridy, fi pronuncia TEvelqe 
de Wynceftre Chancellcr, en la prefence noftre 
Seigneur le Roi & de tous les Grantz en plein 
parlement, coment les dits Prelatz & Grantz & 
Chevalers des counteez & gentz de comune avoient 
Crete od grand diligence & deliberation come ao* 

f Rot. ibid, pars 4. n. ]r« 
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corde fu, dont noftre Seigneur le Roi les tnercia 

molt & coment adonqes ne pas pleine- 

ment accorde ceo qe le Koi devoit fair des mefmes 
les bufoignes & qe le Roi voleit prendre lavys du 
Pape, & auxint du Roi de France leqel lui avoit 
mande fcs Icttres fur afcunes chofes touchant mef- 
mes les bufoignes, & outre per Tavys de cux & 
d*autres faire ce qil deveroit a fon honour, al eide 
de Dieux. £t auxint pronuncie le dit Chanceller 
qe le Roi voleit ordiner gardens fur la marche, & 
qil voleit aver pres de lui fages gentz de fon roialme, 
qe lui poeint confeilleren fes bufoignes qant il ent 
avereit Mefter, ccftaflaver Lerceve^c d'Everwicke 
FEvefqe de Norwiz le Seigneur de Percy, Monfieur 
William de Clynton, Monfieur William de Donun, 
& William de Sharefhall, &c. 

♦ T^ T puis furent purpofez les caufes de la fo*- 
Jjj mons de cell parlement, & monftrees as 
Grantz & a ceux de la commune pur ent avoir lour 
coniealx & lour avys qe ent feroit mieux a faire. 
£t furent trois caufes purpofez dont le primer fii 
qe checun grant & petit endroit foi penferoit la 
manere coment la peez deinz la roialme purroit 
mieutz & fe deveroit plus feurement eftre gardee. 
La fecond caufc coment la marche d^Efcoce & la 
terre devcrs le north purroit mieutz eftre gardee & 
defendu des ennemys d'Efcoce. La tierce caufc 
coment la meer ferroit gardee des ennemys quils ne 
ieiflent dammage, ne entraflent le roialme pur de« 
ilruire ie, 

f T)Rimerement lour eiloit dit coment noftre 

J7 Seigneur le Roi avant fon darrein departir 

4'Engleterre per la refon qil entendre davoire affaire 

* Rot. Pari. 13 £dw. m. pari 1. n. 3, f Rot. Pari. 14 
£dw« in. pars 2. n, z* 
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de fes cnnemys qe furent fur mecr devant luy & 
il ne poeit favoire en certeine ce qe aviendroit a lui 
& as foens qe paflerent devers fes ditz enncmys en 

fa compaigne, fi avoit il de femon- 

dre ce parlement pur aflembler les Grantz & autres 
des communes a mefme parlement, fi qils feuffent 
preft de tretter & ordeyner fur les chofes qe avien- 
droient a lui & as foens & auxint de tretter fur la 
garde de la pees de terre & de la marche d'Efcoce 
& de la meer & puis pur prendre confeil & aflent 
coment & en qele manere, &c. 



* T^Rimerement fu touchez qe la foveraigne & 
X^ principale caufe eft de treter & confeiUer od 
les Grantz & communes de roialme ce qe fera mi- 
ultz affaire fur les chofes touchantes noftrc Seigneur 
le Roi en droit de les trues prifes en Bretayne entre 
luy & fon adverfaire de France & puis apres des 
chofes qe touchent 1 eftat de noftre Seigneur le Roi 
& le governement & la falvete de fa terre d'Engle- 
terre & de fon poeple & relevation de lour eftat. 
Mes pur ce qe Monfieur Barthelmewe de 
burghrelh qi fii ovefqe noftre Seigneur le Roi 
en Bretayne a la prife de les darreines trewes 
favera mieultz purpofer coment les bufoignes font 
alleez illoqes qe le Chanceller, fi fu commandez 
per noftre Seigneur le Roi au dit Monfieur Bar- 
thelmewe de purpofer la manere de la prife des 
dites trewes. 

f Et le dit Monfieur Barthelmewe commencea 
de reconter la manere come noftre Seigneur le Roi 
apres ce quil avoit empris la guerre de France per 
afTent des Prelatz Grantz & comunes de fon roialme 
d'Engleterre pur fes droits & heritages illoqes 

* Rot. Pari. 17 Edw. HI. n. 7. f N. 8. 
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conqer avoit plufiours foitz paflez la meer ove fon 
hoft & qel exploit il y avoit eu & comcnt qc apres 
fon darreine pafTage od fon hoft en Bretayne il avoit 
chivauche grante partie de la dutchec de Bretayne 
& od le'eide de Dieux pris villes chatelx & forcc- 
lettes tant qil vient a la cittee de Vanez ou il per 
avys des Grantz qi furent pres de lui mift fiege, 
il fu reqis per le Seinte Pierre le Pape qe a la 
reverence de Dieux & de fcinte efglife & pur le 
prier du dit feinte Pierre le Pape qi lui envoya deux 
Cardinalx per bien de pees & pur monftrer a nc^re 
Seigneur le Roi ce qils avoient en charge de la 
court de Rome touchant cclle bufoigne & pur 
efchuer les malx qe font avenuz & venant de jour 
en autre per la guerre il fe voufit aflentier a pees 
ou as trewes deinz lez queux trettez de pees fe 
purroit faire, & coment noftre Seigneur le Roi 
appcrceivant qe la fourme de celles trewes fu 
honourable & profitable a lui & as foens aflenti as 
dites trewes au fin qe durantes celles trewes trette 
de pees fe ferroit devant la dite Pape come meen 
amy & non pas come juge ne compromeflaire & en 
cas qil purroit aver bone pees & honorable pur 
lui qil le pendroit, & fi ce non qil purfueroit fa 
qerele come devant. Et dift outre le dit Monfieur 
Barthelmewe de per noftre Seigneur le Roi qe per 
caufe qe cefte guerre fu emprife & commencee per 
comun aflent des dites Prelatz Grantz & comunes 
le Roi ne voleit treter de pees faire ne pees prendre 
fans lour comune aflent. Pur qoy le dits Prelatz 
& Grantz furent chargez de aflcmbler per eux en la 
chambre blaunche yce loedy le primer jour de May 
pur treter confeiler & aflentir entre eux fi noftre 
Seigneur le Roi deveroit envoier meflages a la court 
de Rome pur mounftrer & purpofer fes droitz illo- 
qes devant le dit feinte Piere le Pape come deflus 
eft dit ou nemie & en mefme le manere furent 
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chargez les Chivalers des countees & comunes de 
ailembler en la chambre dcpeinde & de trctcr 
confeiller & aflentir entre cux fur mcfinc la bufoigne 
& de raporter lour rclponce & lour aflent en dit 
parlement Ic dit loedy. 

* A quen jour Ics ditz Prelatz & Grantz aflem- 
blez en la chambre blaunche refponderent qe lour 
fuft avys qe les dites trewes eftoient honourables & 
profitables a noftre Seigneur le Roi & a touz les 
loens & qe chefcun Chrifticn deveroit voler qe la 
guerre qeft fi grande & ii nofente a touz Chriftiens 
fuft pees & finie en bone & couvenable manere. 
Per qoy les ditz Prelats & Grantz pur eux faccor- 
derent & aflenterent qe les dites trewes fe teniflent 
iblonc la fourme & TefFedk dicelles & qe certaines 
& folempnes MefTages foient mandez a la court de 
Rome pur monftrer & purpofer devant le Seinte 
Piere le Pape come devant meen amye & noun 
pas come juge, ne come compromiffair les droits 
nc^e Seigneur le Roi fur ks challenges & de 
treter outre de la pees folonc la fourme des dites 
trewes. Et puis vinderent les Chivalers des 
Countees & les comunes & refponderent per Mon- 
lieur William Truflel en la dite chambre blaunche 
qi en prefence de noftre Seigneur le Roi & des dits 
Prelatz & Grantz purpofa pur les Chivalers & co- 
munes qils fe font pleinment afcentuz & accordez 
a les dites trewes tenir aufin qe bon & honourable 
pees fc preigne & prierent outre les dits communes, 
qe noftre Seigneur le Roi envoiaft folempnes met 
fages pur purpofer fes droits & treter de la pees 
come defus eft dit ; et en cas qe noftre Seigneur 
k R(M purra avir honourabk pees & profitable pur 
lui & pur les foens, qil condefcendroit a la dite 
pees avir, & in cas qil ne la purra mye aver, les 
dites comunes granteront de lui cider & mcintenir 
ia qerele ove tote lour poair. 
* Ibid. n. o. 
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— — — * A U qen locdy en prcfence de noftre 
jfV^ Seigneur le Roi & de Monficur foa 
fitz le Prince de Gales & du dit Ercevcfqe & Ics 
Evefqes de Loundres, Ciceftre, Ceftre, Baa, Sarum, 
Nichole, Cardeil & lieflit de Hereford & dcs 
Abbees de Weftminftre & de Reding & Priours 
de Coventry & de Rouchefrre, &auxint des Countes 
de Nordiarnpton, Warrewic, Oxon, Pembroc, 
SufFolc, Huntingdon, Devonihire, & Anegos, & 
des Seigneurs de Wake, Percy, Berkele, Monfieur 
Hugh d* Efjpencer, Monfieur Rauf de Nevil & au- 
tres Barouns, & Bannerettz, Chivalers des countees, 
eiteyns des citees, & burgeys des bourgs, fummons 
au dit parlement furent purpofez les caufes dc 
fummons de mefme le parlement, per le dit Chan- 
celler per commandement du Roi en la fourme qe 
fcnfuit; Ceftaflaver, Seigneurs en les trewesprifes 
accordez & afiirmez per ferement en Bretagnc 
entre autres pointz eft accordez qe les trewes foient 
gardez en Bretaigne entre les Rois & lour adher- 
dantz tut euflent ils droit en la Dutchee, &c. 

f — — Purqoi noftre Seigneur le Roi pria & 
chargea les dits Prelatz Countes & Barouns &; 
comunes qils confiderez les chofes fus dites ils voil- 
lent mettre Teide & le confeil qe afficrt en fauvation 
des droitz & del honour noftre Seigneur le Roi & 
de eux & meifmes. Les quex chofes recitcez per 
le dit Ercevefqe oieez & entenduz, les Prelatz 
Countes Barouns, & les autres des comunes 
prieient davoir ent deliberation tanqe a Lundy 
prechein fuant & de mefme le Lundy pur ce qils 
na'voient mie adonqes pris pleinement deliberation, 
de jour en jour tanqe au Meflcerdy en la vciUc 
de Seint Johan J. Au qen jour le dit Ercevefqe, lei 
Evefqes de Londres, Ceftre, Ciceftre, Baa, Ely, 
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Sarum, Nicholc, Cardoil & les lit dc Hereford, 
les Abbees de Seint Aubon, Weftminftre, Abing- 
don, Waltham, Reding, Labbe del Hide de 
Winceftre & le Priour de Coventre, les Countes de 
Northampton, Warrewic, Hutingdon, SufFolc, 
Oxon, Pembroc, Devonlhire, & Anegos, les Seig- 
neurs de Wake, Perqr, Berkele, Monfieur Raiif 
de Nevil, Monfieur Hugh Defpenfer, & Monfieur 
Nichol de Cantelowe & les communes du roialme 
aflemblez en la chambre blanche en la prefence 
noftre Seigneur le Roi, eantz regard as grantz 
mefcheifs & perils qe purront avenir a noftre Seig- 
neur le Roi & a touz fes fuggitz & alliez fi la 
malice de fon dit adverfaire ne foit arreftuz, 
ct confiderantz les grantz charges qe les grantz 
& les communes d'Engleterre ont eu & foefFert 
per caufe de la guerre qi ad durez fi longement 
per feyintes trewes & foeffrances qont cfte prizez 
cinz ces heures, & veantz overtement, qe fi fyn 
de cefte guerre en bone pees fe deveroient 
prendre, ce ne poet eftre fanz, grant force 
des gentz & grant poair, fi prierent toutz d'un 
aflent & chefcun fingulere perfone des Grantz a 
per luy, a noftre dit Seigneur le Roi qil voufift 
faire fyne de cefte guerre ou per battaille ou per 
pees convenable fil la purra avoir & qe a qele heure 
qe noftre Seigneur le Roi fera preft & apparaillez 
de pafler pur prendre ce qe Dieux lui durra fur 
lefploit de cefte bufoigne, qe pur lettres n*autres 
raandementz ne priere du Pape ne dautry il ne 
left fon voiage tanqe il cit fait fyn en une manere 
ou en autre. 

A qele priere le Roi ottroia pleinement, ^ 
mes puree qe cefte chofe ne fe purra faire fanz 
grant eide, & convenable fi gramerent per cefte 
caufe, &c. 

1 Ibid. n. 9. 
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• A QS^ J^"^ furent les caufes du parlement 
£\^ purpofez per Monfieur William de Thorp 
en la prefence noftre Seigneur le Roi & des Prelatz 
Conntes Barouns & comunes du roialme illoeqes 
aflemblez -, et furent deux caufes touchantes efpe- 
cialement noftre Seigneur le Roi & tout le roialme 
d'Engleterre. CeftafTaver Tune caufe de la guerre 
qele noftre Seigneur le Roi ad empris contre fon 
adverfaire de France per comun aflent de toutz 
les Grantz & communes de fa terre, fufdite en 
diverfcs parlemenrs qi mint efte cea en arrere, come 
fouvent foitz ad efte rehercez comment ent fera fait 
au temps de la trewe qore eft ferra finie I'autre 
caufe de la pees d'Engleterre, coment & en qele 
manere ell fe purra mieutz garder •, & fur ce fut 
commandcz as Chivalers des countees & autres des 
communes qils fe deveroient trere enfemble, & fe 
qils ent fentiroient, le deveroient monftrer au Roi 
& as Grantz de fon confeil ; les qeux Chivalers & 
autres des comunes eu ent avyfement per qatres 
jours au drein refpondirent al article touchant la 
guerre en la manere qe fenfuit. 

-f- Tres rcdoutz Seigneur, qant a voftre guerre 
& Tarraie dicelle, nous fumes fi mefconizantz & 
fimples qe nous ne favons ne poions ent confeiller ; 
deqen nous prions a voftre gratioufe Seignourie 
nous avoir del ordenaunce pur excufez & qe vous 
pleife per avys des Grantz & Sages de voftre con- 
feil ordener fur cell poient ceo qe mieutz vous 
femblera pur honour & profit de vous & de voftre 
roi:dme; et ceo qe ferra enfi ordenez per aflent &c 
accorde de vous & des Grantz fufdits, nous nous 
affentons bien, & la tendrons ferme & eftable. 

:j; Item prie la commune des countees qe come 
commiffion vient d'enquere de tous yceux qi 
avoient cent foulez de terre x 1. de terre xx 1. dc 
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tcFTC xl I. de terrc & outre tange a mil. maf che« 
furquoi enqueftes furent ove grante diligence per 
mieltz vaneez des councees a ce jurez & retournez 
en la chancellerie ne mie puree breif del efchequer 
vicnt de lever d'afcuns le double d'afcuns le treble 
dc ce qe feuft trouvez per bones enqueftes pur 
archiers, hobelours & gentz d*armes a grante de- 
ftrudion & empoveriflement d'afcuns & en contre 
la leie de la terre & auxi breif vient de lever d'af- 
cuns petites villes qi ne font citees ne burgs xx 
marcz xx 1. de volente faunz nuUe manere de 
proces ; dont la dite commune prie pur Dieu re- 
medie de fi come noftre dit Seigneur le Roi ad 
premys de fa bone grace de faire droit as tous yceux 
qe plctndre fe voudront. 

Refp. Si nuUe tiele impofition feuft faite per 
grante neceflitee & ce ove Taflcnt des Countes Ba^ 
rouns & autres Grantz & afcuns des communes 
adonqes prefentz nientmeyns noftre Seigneur le Roi 
ne voet qe tiele impofition noun duement foit trait 
en confqucnce. 



— -*-J T^Urqoi tut adipfimes noftre Seigneur le 
J7 Roi mercie molt a fes communes des 
cides qils lui ont faits de lour bone volonte qil ad 
totes foits trove en eux & fe ent loe molt & les prie 
qils fe voillent avyfer fur les dites chofes tanqe a ceft 
Mefkerdy prechein fuant & qils foient mefme 
le Mefkerdy a Weftminftre en la chambre de- 
J)einfte, toufte apres le foliel lever pur ent aver 
deliberation & doier fi noftre dit Seigneur le Roi 
les vorra plus monftrer touchant la caufc de fon 
parlement avant dit, & de monftrer a noflre Scig- 
nour le Roi lour grivances fi nuUes y foient dont 
bufoigne de faire remedie en ceft parlemenc 
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* Apres qeux chofes iflint monftrcz le dit Sire 
William chargea les communes dcper le Roi qe pur 
abreger lour demoere en la villc & auxint pur 
haftif exploit fair des dites bufoignes, & dautres qe 
Ics feroient monftrez deper le Roi qil deveroient 
affembler en une place clevant lour departier de 
W<^ftminftre & eflire xxiiij ou xxx perfonnes de eux 
touz qeux vendroient a landemayn en la dite cham- 
bre depeinfte a noftre Seigneur le Roi y mendroit a 
eux afcunes des Grantz d'aver parlaunce ovefqe eux 
des bufoignes avant dites ; et qe le remenant des 
communes fe trehifiehtcl chapitre de Weftminftre, fi 
qe ceux xxx ou xxiiij perfones KTint efluez entendue 
celle parlance des Grantz la devoroient nuncier a lour 
compaignons de la commune & qe apres deliberation 
cnt eve entre touz les communes, & de commune 
accorde en faite, relation puiiTe eftre faite a noftre 
Seigneur le Roi, de ceo qe ferra per eux aflentuz & 
accordez des bufoignes avant dites ; et puis au 
Vendredy prechein fuant viendrent totes les com- 
munes devaunt le Prince & les autres Grantz dans 
la chambre blaunche ou feuft dit per Monfieur 
Barthelemewe de Burgherfhc chamberleyn noftre 
Seigneur le Roi, la malice & la fauxine de fon ad- 
vcrfaire de Fraunce & coment, puis les trewes dar- 
reinement prifes & accordez le dit adverfaire les ad 
de brufe ore de novel overtement fur la meer & 
devers Gafcoigne, Bretaigne, & les parties des Ca- 
leys & s'afForcc per totes les fotiltees & ym.agina- 
tions qil & fon confeil faveront de grever noftre 
Seigneur le Roi & fcs fubgits totes partz, et qe fur 
ceo les dites communes fe deveroient diligeaument 
avyfer de ceo qe lour femblcra qe feroit mieutz a 
faire pur noftre Seigneur le Roi d'arefter la malice 
&c la fauxine avant dites pur falvation de lui, & de 
fon roialme & de touz les fubgits \ et meintenant 
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apres celle monftrance, le dit Seigneur William dift 
as dites communes qe fil avoient nuUes petitions 
des greivances, &c. 

* Et puis apres long trete & deliberation eves 
per les communes ove la communaltee, & I'avys 
dafcuns des Grantz a eux envoiez fi bien fur une 
eide qe covendroit a noftre Seigneur le Roi de con- 
trefteer la malice dc fon dit adverfaire, &c. 



•f-i^Uant a la feconde caufe du dit fomons, fuft 
V^ dit coment per refon de la guerre entre noftre 
Seigneur le Roi & fon adverfaire de France grander 
collages avoient efte faites & damages & perils fans 
nombre ent avenuz a lui & tot fon poeple dont il 
ad tres grant compaflion; & coment au darrein 
confeil lour fuft monftre qe pur efchuir tiels damages 
coftatages & perils come pres le Roi de fon move- 
ment de mefne fans autre confeil feverroit prendre 
& agree au fyn qe la pees fe purra reformer entre 
lui & fon dit adverfaire & auxint les ofFrcs & de- 
maundes d'une part & d'autre & coment fovent 
devant eel temps le Roi avoit envoie fes meflages 
des plus nobles & des plus grantz de fon roialme 
as parties de dela de treter oves les meflages fon dit 
adverfaire, de quen trete homme lour monftra plus 
a plein devant lour departir du parlement. 

:j; Et apres les dites petitions leves, & refponfes 
ent donnez, fi fuft monftre per Monfieur Bartho- 
lomewe de Burgherlhe chaumberleyn le Roi a les 
Grantz & communes illoeqes prcfalites coment 
traitee y avoit efte entre les meflages noftre Seigneur 
le Roi & de fon dit adverfaire de France, & coment 
y avoit bone efpoir de iflTue final & greable ove 
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Peide de Dieu, qel iflue noftre Seigneur le Roi nc 
voet prendre fanz aflent des Grantz & de fes com- 
munes; perqoy le dit chamberleyn enqift & de- 
mandue de per noftre dit Seigneur le Roi des dits 
Grantz & communes fils vorroient aflentir & ac- 
corder a la pees en cas qe homme purroit attendre 
de la avoir per tretee & accorde des parties ; a qoy 
les dites communes d'un aflent & d'lin accord rc- 
fjx)ndirent qe qel iflue qe pleuft a noftre dit Seigneur 
le Roi & les Grantz de prendre du dit tretee, feuft 
agreable a eux -, fur qen refponfe dift le chaumber- 
leyn a les dites communes, donqes vous voillez 
aflentir au tretee de pees perpetucle, fi home le 
puifle avoir ? Et les dites communes refpondirent 
entierement & uniement, oil, oil, furqoy feuft com- 
mande per Meflre Michel de Nothberg gardein du 
privy feal noftre Seigneur le Roi a Sir Johan de 
Swynleye, notair papal, qil eut ferroit inftrument 
public. 



*T?UST dit per Monfieur WiUidm de 

X/ Sharefliul chief juftice noftre Seigneur 
le Roi, qil pluft a noftre Seigneur qe la caule du 
ibmons du dit parlement foit monftre overtment a 
totes gentz per Monfieur Wauter de Manny, qi 
avoit pleine eonufance de tout la fait touchant la 
caufe du dit fomons. f Et apres le dit Monfieur 
Wauter commencea monftrer coment noftre Seig- 
neur le Roi envoya nadgaires fes folempnes meflages 
a Caleys de treter fur la pees ove les meflages fon 
adverfaire de Fraunce en prefence du Cardinal de 
Boloigne qi y vint per celle caufe, del ordinance 
noftre Seinte Pier le Pape, & apres le dit tretee 
en certeins pointz ent accordez, noftre Seigneur 
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le Roi, juxt Tacord pris cntre les meflages cnvoya 
le Due de Lancaftre & autres les mefiages a la 
court de Rome pur accomplir & finalement par- 
fourmir en prelence noftre dit Semte Pier les 
chofes iflint devant tretees, qeles ne purroient 
prendre exploit folonc le dit accord pur defautc 
& coupe trouvee de part fon dit adver^ire. J Et 
durante la demeere des dits meflages a la court 
per la dit caufe, fi vient le Roi de Navarre fo- 
vent aus dit Dues fe compkignant des greivances 
tortes & durefles qil avoit foefiert du Roi de 
Fraunee afFerraent, & per ferment affiant, qil fe- 
roic volentiers alliance ove noftre Seigneur le Roi 
contre fon dit adverfair ove tout fon poair & tant 
emprefla le dit Dues par fes foviers parliaunees, qc 
le Dues lui promift qe Talliaunce fe prendroit, n\ 
pleuft a noftre dit Seigneur, & qe fur ceo il fap- 
pareillerent fi enforcement come il purroit & des 
gentz & de navie, & fi viendroit a les f ifles de 
Gernefey & de Jerefy pur affirmer & afliircr Talli- 
auncc avant dit. Purqoi noftre dit Seigneur a la 
revenue du dit Dues en Engleterrc entenduez les 
chofes iffint parlez & aecordez, fift apparailer une 
grant armee des grofles niefs, & des gentz d'arms 
& des archiers & fadreflea hors dd. eawe de Tha- 
mife devcrs les ifles mes totes voies le vent fe 
monftra contraire a lui, ft qe a grant peme il veient 
a Portefinuth & y demora grant piece tantqe cer- 
teins novels viendrent qe le dit Roi de Navarre 
entre lefle la dite alliaunee contre fon promefe & 
ferment feuft devenuz frauneeys & adherdant au dit 
adverfair noftre Seigneur le Roi. * Qeles novelles 
oiez & entendues noftre dit Seigneur fe retourna 
ove fa navie & gentz & per eaufe qil ne poet aver 
la pees, & qe la dite alliaunee ne fc poaft tenir 
& auxint qe fon dit adverfair fe fift fort des genczr 
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d'armes & d'aittres, fur Ics marches de Caleys j 
mcfme noftre Seigneur penfant de y avoir haftif 
battaile, fe ordina, ove fes dites navie & gentz de 
pafler la meer devers Caleys. 

* Apres qen paflage, per avys de fon confeil, 
i! ordeine, Tarraie des fes gentz, & de fes alliez, 
qeux il y trouva come de Monfieur Henry de 
Flaundres, Monfieur Fraunke de Vanhale, & au< 
tres gentz d'Almaigne en grant noumbre, & ie 
commencea de mefner hors de Caleys le jour de 
la fefte des almes, & fill fon progres en le roiaulm 
devers les lieux ou par efpies & en autre manere il 
entendit qe fon dit adverfair eftoit CI voleit aver 
en la battaille ovefqe lui mes totes voies il feliift, 
& de nuit & de jour, nient attendant la battaille ; 
ct nolbe Seigneur le Roi lui purfuift degaftant 
ardant & bruillant le pais per tout tantqe per 
aflent de fon confeil per caufes qe fes gentz fu- 
rent molt laflez per de faute de vyn, & ne beaurent 
qe eawe bien per qatres jours fe retourna devers 
Caleys, tc iflint entendi davoir eue la battaille 
ovefqe lui, mes il ne y vient point-, et a la re- 
venu noftre dit Seigneur a Caleys, il fift payer fes 
alliez qi y avoient demorez per long temps bien & 
curtoifement, fi qils agreront bien ; et puis eft re- 
venu en Engleterre ore a fon parlement. 

II Et les ditez chofes iflint monftrez fuft dit per 
Monfieur William de Sharefchul a les communes 
qils deuflent aver regard al grant travail qe noftre 
dit Seigneur le Roi avoit endure pur la defens & 
falvadon de fon roialme & auxint a la bone volonte 
qil ad de travailler vers Efcoce contre fes enemys qi 
ont pris la villc de Berewyck de guerre, dont 
novels lui fon venuz tut chaudez ; & qe per tant 
lis preudroient haftive avys (pur eftourcher le par- 
lement, & lour demoere en ville,) fur ceo qe lour 
fembloit qe ferroit affaire mieutz, pur noftre dit 
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Seigneur le Roi pur faire fyn de la guerre dc 
Fraunce, qel il defire fovereignement qe foit fait 
en hafte, et coment il purra mieutz eftrc eide de 
la faire a meindre grevance de fon people, & a 
greindre profit de luy. Et fur ceo les dona jour 
de refponce le Vendredy prechein fuant & qe 
endcmcntiers ils feiflcnt lour billes & petitions fi 
iniUes y avoient affaire de mettre en parlement. 



* TTV T puis le Mefkerdy prechein enfuant fuft 
Jjy monftres a les Grantz les bufoignes de EC- 
€Oce, et ce qe David de Brus et fon confeil pro- 
frerent au Roi a un tretee qe ce fift a Everwick 
entre les confeils le Roi et le dit David, pour pees 
final avoir, et demandez des dits Grantz ce qe lour 
fembloit de eel profre, les qeux Grantz chefcun 
demande pur lui donerent accordant refpons qils ne 
ofeient ne voillent affentir ne confeiller qe le Roi 
deveroit lefler chofe fi prejudiciele a fa corone pur 
nulles profres qe lui furent ofFertz. 



•f TT^ T cefte chofe fait feuft commande as Grantz 
jQ^ et communes qils fe departifont et qils y 
feuflent lendemayn, ceftafl^aver les Prelatz et 
Grantz en la chaumbre blaunche, et les communes 
en la chaumbre depinfte au qel lendemayn noftre 
Seigneur le Roi, les Prelatz, Dues, Countes et 
Barouns en mefme la chambre blaunche efteantz, 
les Chevalers des countees, citeyns et burgeys de- 
murantz en la chambre depeincle, fuft monftre a 
eux per le chanceller, coment ils avoient entendur 
les caufes du fommons de parlement en general ; 
mes le volunte du Roi feuft, qe les caufes feuflent 
monftrez a eux en efpecial, lour difoit content le 
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Roi avoit entendu qe le Papc per force d'un fait 
qel il dit qe le Roi Johaa fefoit au Pape de lui fairc 
homtnage pur le roiaulm d*Engleterre et la tcrre 
d'Irland, et qe per caufe du dit homage qil lui 
deveroit pair chefcun an perpetuelment mill marcs 
eft en volunte de faire proces devers le Roi et fon 
roiaulm pur le dit fervice, en ccux recoverer j de- 
qoi le Roi pria as ditz Prelatz, Dues, Countes et 
Barouns lour avys et bon confeil, ct ce qil en ferroit, 
en cas qe le Pape verroit proceder devers lui ou 
fon dit roiaulm per ceUe caufe ; Et les ditz Prelatz 
requeroient au Roi qils fe purroient furce par eux 
foul avifer et repondre lendemayn; qeux Prelatz 
le dit lendemayn ade primes per eux mefmes, et 
puis les autres Ducks, Countes, Barouns et Grantz 
refpondirent et difoient qe le dit Roi Johan ne uul 
autre purra mettre lui ne fon roiaulme ne fon poe- 
ple en tiele fubgeftion faunz aflcnt et accorde de 
eux ; et les communes furce demandez et avifez, 
refponderent en mefme la manere ; fur qoi feuft 
ordine et affentu per commune affent en manere 
qenfuit. 

* En ce prefent parliament tenu a Weftminftre 
Lundy prechein apres la invention de la Seinte 
Croice Tan du regne le Roi Edward Qarantifme, 
tant fur leftat de Seinte Efglife come des droitz de 
fon roiaulme et de fa corone meintenir entre autres 
chofes eftoient monftrez, coment ad efte parlee et 
dit qe la Pape per force d'un fait qele il dit qe le 
Roi Johan jadys Roi d'Engleterre fefoit au Pape 
au perpetuitee de lui faire homage pur le roia\ilme 
d'Engleterre et la terre d'Irland, et per qaufe du 
dit homage de lui rendre un annuel cens adefte en 
volunte de faire proces devers le Roi pur les dits 
Services et cens recoverir •, laquele chofe monftrez 
as Prelatz, Dues, Countes, Barouns et la com- 
mune pur ent aver lour avys et bon confeil, et de- 
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mande de eux cc qe Ic Roi en ferra en cas qe fe 
Pape vorroit proccder ou rien attcmpter dcvcrs lui 
ou fon roiaulme per celle caufe queux Prelatz, 
Dues, Countes, Barouns et communes, eu furcc 
plein deliberation reljpondirent et difoient d*un ac- 
corde, qe le dit Roi Johan ne nul autre purra 
mettre lui ne fon roiaulme, ne fen people en tielc 
fubjeftion fauntz aflent de eux, et come piert per 
plulburs evidences, qe fi ce feuft fait, ceo feuft 
fait faunz lour aflent ot encontre fon feremont en 
fa coronation; et autre ceoles Dues, Countes, Ba- 
rouns, Grantz et communes, accorderent et grante- 
rent, qe en cas qe le Pape fe efForceroit ou rien 
attempleroit per proces, ou en autre manere de fait 
de conftreindre le Roi ou fes fubgits, de prefaire ce 
qeft dit qil voet clamer celle partie qils refifteront 
et contreefteront ove toute lour peuffance. 



X A Qi?^'^ lendemayn Lerceveqe de Canterbirs 
Jl\^ et tous les autres Prelatz, Dues, Countes, 
et Barones, en mefme la chaumbre eileantz le dit 
Ercevefqe monftra a eux coment fur le claime et 
droit qe le Roi ad en la terre d'Efcoce plufours 
tretees avoient efte tenuz ove le confeil noftre dit 
Seigneur le Roi et le confeil David de Brus d'Ef- 
coce et diverfe et foviers ofrez et demandes damb 
partz monftrez et parlez et ore au darrein tretee per 
le confeil le dit Davyd a Trenche refpondu, qe fauue 
au dit Davyd et les heires lentiertee du roiaulme 
d*Efcoce et fauuz nuUe fubjedlion au Roi d'Eng- 
leterre ou afcune chofe faire au Roi d'Engleterre ou 
a fes heires qe poait fover ou eftre dit lervage ou 
charge perpetual, ils fe accorcleraint fur tiel point 
treter de bone pees fi le confeil le Roi d'Engleterre 
le favera ou vorra monftrer ; qele chofe iflint mon- 
ftre eftoit demande as Prelatz, Dues, Countes, 

X Rot. Pari. 42 Edw. 3. n. 7, 

Barouns, 



JlPPENDIX. 71 

Barouns, et autres Grantz iils favoient trover ou 
tnonfber afcune voie de trete de pees fauvant au 
Roi ion droit et clayme et fauve au dit David et fes 
faeires les chofes per lui fauvez, come deflus eft dit; 
qeux Prelatz, Dues, Countes, Barouns^ et Grantz 
chefcun per foi fur ce examine accordaument re- 
Ipondirent, qe fauvez au dit David et fes heires les 
pointz fufnomez, ils ne fouvoicnt veer ne monftrez 
nulle voie de tretee de pees qe ce ne cherroit over- 
tement en defheretifon du Roi de fes heires & de 
fa corone, & de eux auxint qe eftoient jurres a la 
corone aquele chofe, ils ne fe aflenteroient pur riens 
& iflint departirent eel joun 



* Levelqe de Wynceftre chancellcr monftra 
les caufes du fomons de parlement en manere qen- 
fuyt. Sires, Ic Roi en touz les grofles bulbignes 
qe toucherent lui ou fon roiaulme de tout temps ad 
fait & overi per le cbnfeil & fes 

Grantz & communes de fon roiaulme, qeux il ad 
trouve en toutes fes affaires bons &c loialx dont il 
les merci de grant cuer & volunte & neft pas 
difconuz a eux touz 

noftre dit* Seigneur le Roi avant ces heures fur le 
clayme & droit qeux noftre dit Seigneur le Roi ad 
en le roiaulme de Fraunce per lavys & confeil de 
fes Grantx & communes prift une pees 

adverfair de Fraunce fur certeines conditions, 
ceftaflaver qe le dit adverfair ferroit liverer au Roi 
certeines terres paiis per de la mcer & auxint lui 
paieroit certeines a 

certein temps limitc en mefme la pees, & ovefqe ce 
fon dit averfair ferroit defporter de fa part de ufer 
refort en toutes les terres & pays de Gafcoigne & 
toutes terres & pays 

qe le Roi tcnoit & avoit per dela la mecr > & noftre 

• Rot, Pari. 43 Edw. 3. n. i. 
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Seigneur le Roi de fa part ferroit delporte dc foi 
nonier Roi de Fraunce per mefme le temps, & co- 
ment qe le dit 

adverfair ad faille de tout de faire liveree des dites 
terries & pays iflinc acorcle per la pees & de fon 
paiement auxint nient meyns le dit adverfair ad 
al del Counte Dermynack le Sire de 
la Brett & autres qe font gentz, liges a noftre dit 
Seigneur le Roi en Gafcoigne, & per virtue de 
ceux appealx ad fait le 

Prince de Gafcoigne dapparer devant lui a Paris le 
primer jour de May darrein pafle de relpoundre a 
lour appealx contre la fourme de la pees & autre 
ad maunde grant nombre de gentz darmes & avitres 
qi chivacent de guerre, en les terres noftre dit Seig- 
neur le Roi de Gafcoigne. 

"f- Et illoqes ont pris affbrce villes chafteux for- 
trefles & autres lieux & les teignent, & les lieges 
gentz noftre Seigneur le Roi illoeqes pris afcuns 
tuez & les autres mys en prifone ou a grief raun- 
ceon; & plus outre ore tard manda un grant 
nombre des gentz en les dcmeynes terres le Roi de 
Pountieu qont pris aftorce fes viiles chafteux & 
fortreffes ; et per caufes des attemptats iflint faitz 
per le dit adverfair en la dite principalte contre la 
fourme de la pees, le Prince manda a noftre Seig- 
neur le Roi fes folempnes meflagcs de lt:> monftrer 
a lui pleinement, et outie les dits attemptats mon- 
ftrerent a noftre Seigneur le Roi coment le Prince 
avoit pris devers lui les plus fages de la dite prin- 
cipalte & trete oyefqe eux fi per les caufes des 
attemptats fi overtement faits centre la fourme de 
la pees le Roi poait de droit & refon reprendre & 
ufer le nom de Roi de Fraunce. 

:{: Qeux difoient & affermerent qe le Roi le poait 
faire de droit & de bone foi ; et fur ce point Ler- 
cevefqe de Canterbirs & les autres Prelatz fuerent 

f Ibidem, n. 2. J Ibidem, n. 3. 
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ehargez per le Roi de parler & treter & monftrer 
au Roi lour avys & confcil, &c. 

* Et le Mefkerdjr fuant Lercevcfqe & Prelatz 
eu fur la charge qe lour fcuft done devant mature 
deliberation, dune accorde refpondirent & difoient, 
qe noftre dit Seigneur le Roi per les caufes fufdites 
poait reprendre & ufer le nom du Roi de Fraunce 
de droit & bone confcience, & a ce accorderent les 
Duc5, Countes, Barouns, & autres Grantz & com- 
munes en plein parlement qe le nom de Roi de 
Fraunce le Roi reprift. Et le xi jour de Juyn le 
grant feal le Roy qel il ufa a devant mis en garde, & 
un autre feal emprente du nom de Fraunce repris 
& fuerent chartres patentes & briefs enfealez & 
touz les autres fealx en les autres places le Roi, en 
mcfme le manere changez le dit jour. 



■ f Levefqe de Wynceftre chanceller monftra 
a eux la caufe de parlement come enfuyt. Sirez^ 
vous favez bien coment au darrein parlement le 
Roi de voftre aflcnt reprit le nom de Roi de 
Fraunce a caufe qe fon adverfair avoit enfreint la 
pees autrefoitz afferme entre eux & ufa le refort 
qele, per la dite pees, deveroit demurer & aper- 
tenir au Roi, & per celle caufe & autres ad fait 
Grantz cuftages & mandez aJcuns des Grantz & 
autres outre mcer a grant nombre pur fon droit 
avoir & conqere & ore le Roi ad certeines novelles 
per fes amys & alliez qe fon dit adverfair fe fait 
plus fort qil nad fait devant, & ad ordeine un fi 
grant nombre de gentz qe lui femble doit fuffire 
de hofter le Roi ceft hors de fa pofleffion de toutes 
lis tcrres & pays qeux qil ad touz pa^'tz dela la 
meer fi bien en Galcoigne come a Caleys Guynes 
Pountieu, & autres fes chafteux & licux illoqes & 
ovefqe ce ad preft tantz de Galeys, Flimes, Lyncs, 

• Ibidem, n, 8. f Rot. Pari. 45 Edw. 3. n. i. 
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& autres Niefs de tour qe lui femble doient fuffire 
a deftruire toute la navic d'Englcteme, & auxint fc 
afForcc & bie denvoier un grant poair des gentz 
d*armes & autres en ceftc tcrre pur la deftruire & 
conqere a fon poir ; perqoi le Roi rcqiert & chai^ 
Ics Grantz & communes cy affemblez qe ils fc 
voillent fur les pointz fufdits avifer & lui confeiller 
coment fon roiaulme poefle eftre fauvement garde & 
la navie fauve & meintene contre la malice des 
dits enemys & pur la fauve garde des terres le Roi 
per de la, & pur maintenir la guerre es dites partes, 
& la conquefte dycellcs. 



• * Et la tierce cftoit dordeiner pur la mein« 



tenance de la guerre qe le Roi fait et encores con- 
veicnt de faire entour la profecution de fa qerele de 
Fraunce et aillours ; et coment et per qele manerc 
ce purra eftre fait au meillour profit pluis haftive 
exploit & greindre honour du Roi & del roiaulm, 
afFermant expreflement qe noftre Seigneur le Roi 
cnt ad tout dys fait per lours bons confeilx confortz 
& eides peront il ad bien exploite, loiez y foit 
Dieux tanqe en cea & tout dys bye de faire eidc 
les bons eides confeilx & confortx qe les Prelatz 
Seigneurs & communes avoient fait au Roi cea en 
ariere le Roi lour merciaft cntierement, & y fe loiaft 
grantement de eux lour reqerent de bone continu- 
aunce de ci en avanti et pere tant lour priaft 
mefme le chanceller de per le Roi qils fe ent avife- 
rent diligeamment, &c» 

f TTEM fait a remembrer qe un petit roulc 

X contenante xiv articles faitz fur certeins co- 

venances taillez & perlcz per entre noftre Seigneur 

* Rot. Pari. 50 Edw. 3. n. 2. t Rot- Pad* i Wch, 2. n.34. 
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le Roi et fon tres chere frere Johan Due de Bre- 
taigne touchant les Chaftelx & Seigncure de Breft 
en Bretaigne, eftoit leu en parlement devant les 
Seigneures, & les Seigneures faccordercnt bien a 
toutez choies y comprifes excepte tant foulement 
qe y fuft dit qe Ion yerroit avifer del xii erne 
article touchant les alliances, &c. et qe bon fuft qe 
celles alliances feuflent veues & examinees devant 
le grand confeil a bone deliberation, &c. 



-}- ^^J^ T ores eft il einfi qe fi homme regarde difcre- 
wtj tement toutes partes, ceft roiaulm neftoit 
unques en greindre peril qore eft dedinz le roiaulmc 
mclme come dehors fi come apereflante chofe eft 
a touz qe refon ont, & difcretion, en tant, que fi 
Dieux ny mette fa main de grace, & les inhabi- 
tantz fe peinent pur lour defendre, cefte roiaulme 
eft fur le poinft deftre conqis (qe Dieux ne veuUie) 
& mys en fubjeftion de fes ennemys, & partant la 
langue & nation Engleys eftre outrement deftruit, 
iflint qe maintenant autrement n'eft mye qe eflire 
un de deux, de nous rendre ou nous defendre. Et 
d'autre part, * combien qe femble clerement qe a 
le terme deinz qiel eel mefcheif deuft a venir, 
toutes voies encore Dieux nous adovert deux nobles 
chemins per qeles deraifon & per fa grace homme 
efchapera touz les dits perils & avendra a grant 
honour : L'une chcmin eft de ceux de Flandre quex 
le vorront ofrer a la fervice noftre Seigneur le Roi 
& a tout bone alliance avoir ove luy & fon roiaulme, 
a ce qeft dit, & celle chemin fi eft moelt noble & 
large de grever les ennemys, puis qe grant pitie ne 
furent fi home euft deqoi detinir eel chemin overt 
& meintenir les dits Flamentz en contre lours enne- 

t Rot. Pari. 6 Rich. 2. n. 10. pars prim. * Ibid. n. 11. 
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mies & les nos, fi'l alliance fe preigne, qe Dieux 
grante-, L*autre chemin eft en Portugal; qar de 
certein il na mye place en monde fi feniblable de 
faire fin & venir a bone & brief purpos de les 
guerrcs come eel place neft de prefent qar fi Mon- 
fieur d*Efpaigne f y voile ore ovefqe un fuffifent 
poair & y veignc en falvetee a leide noftre Seigneur 
& illoeqes ove les Seigneurs & poair qe y font a 
devant veigne es champes il ferra Roi d'Efpaigne 
ou avera la bataille deinz un demy an prechein 
apres la venue illo eqes ; Et fi Dieux lui doigne 
profperitec illoqes le remanent de nos guerrez toft 
ferra mys au fyn ; & par tant Tefperance daver 
bon & haftive fyn de noz guerrez per cell autre 
chemyn, nous deveroit de refon premier de mettre 
travail, dillegences, & courtages en tiel guife qe 
per tant fi Dieux pleft en apres home fuift mys 
a repos & quiete pur tous jours. Et fur le profre 
qe Monfieur le Due ad fait daver II mil. homes 
darmes & II mil. archers, & gages & rewardes pur 
cux pur demy an tant foulement qe les gages & 
rewardes pur le dit demy an amontent a XLIII mill, 
liveres, pur la qele fome il fe profre de lier al Roi 
noftre Seigneur & a fon roiaulme de faire repaiement 
ou en monoie ou en fcrvice al eleftion de noftre dit 
Seigneur le Roi deinz trois ans precheins enfuantz 
apres le departir du dit Due hors du roiaulme, fi 
cinfi foit qe Dieux lui doigne la vie fi longuement 
& il foit frank en le moien temps de fon corps hors 
de prifone et qil viegne en falvetee avec fon hoft a 
terre doutre lameerj femble pur voiez de chafcun 
home fe doit prendre ore moelt pris daider a ceft 
foitz en refcuz del roialme, & de lui mefme, Et 
pur tant en brief paroles noftre Seigneur le Roi 
vous prie entierement & chefcun vrai liege & bien 
veuUiant au roialme deuft avancer la bufoigne per 

t Rot. Pari. 6 Rich. 2. n. 12. 
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Ics caufes dcs fuis dites en tiel manere qe vous 
vous vorrez ceftaffaver bien advifer fur ceft matierc 
& cnt comuner profunderhcnt & diligeament cntre 
vous & chefcun de fa part & efpecialement fur le 
poinft comcnt en la pluis aifee manere, -f- a meindre 
grief & nuifance du people len purra venir a la fome 
de monoie dont home purra mettre les deux puKpos 
& viages de Efpagne & Flandrez a bon fyn ou a 
meinz lun dycelle, ceftaffaver celle d*Efpagne aiant 
nientmains reward covenable vers Flandrez fi lac- 
corde fi preigne & fi einfi foit fait, & qe home y 
vorra ore mettre fa paine neft pas a douter qe Dieux 
ne nous mettra en bon plit devant les deux ans 
deffuifdits finiz. Et fi doit home le pluis aver bone 
volantee ore de bien faire qe unqs devant per caufe 
de les deux croiferyes que nottre feint Piere le Pape 
ad fait grantez & envoiez ore devers le roialme 
d'Eiigleterre, lun a Monfieur Defpaigne fait en 
elpecial encontre fon adverfaire d^Elpaigne & lautre 
croiferye general fait a TEvefqe de Norwiz en 
contre lanti-Pape & touz fes adherdantz complices 
fautores & maintenours en qel conqes parties il les 
purra trover, a qeux viages home avera un tiele 
remiffion & pardon en toutes chofes come auroit 
en viage fait en la terre feinte. Et puree Seignours 
& Sirez pur Dieux tendrement vorrez vous advifer 
& penfer del falvation de ceft roialme & vous 
mefmes au fyn de Ten purra veoir qe les doutes & 
leJperances devant dites quelles vous font ore mon- 
ftrez noun pas de caufe feinte einz de droite veritce 
qe eft conu a vous toutz vous purront exciter de 
bien faire, qe Dieux grant pur fes mercies. 

J Item, Fait a renembrer, e qentendu pef la dite 
commune lour dite charge, ils fe departirent 
dilloqes, vers lours place en TAbbcye de Wcft- 

t Rot. Pari. 6 Ricli. 2. n. 13. X Ibid. n. 14. 
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minftre pur entre communer & treter pluis avant 
de lour charge avant dit. Mes devant qils enc 
fircnt rcinz en cficdt pur tant qc lour dite chargp 
touchaft moelt haute et chargeante matire a ce qe 
lour iembloit, ils firent reqere as Seknours de par- 
lement daver ailignez a eux en ei^cial certeins 
Prelatz & autres Seignours del roiaulme dont les 
noms fenfuent pur communer ovelqe eux de Ics 
charges deffuis dits ; ceftaflaver Levefqe de Wyn- 
ceftre Levefqe de Norwiz & Levefqe de Excefter 
le Due de Lancaflre les Countes d* Arundel de 
Stafford & de Salisbers le Sieur de Nevil Monfieur 
Guy de Bryan Monfieur Richard Lefcroop; ct 
celle requefte lour eftoit grantez. 

-f- Item les Seignours & communes du roiaulme 
d'Engleterre aflemblez en ceft parlement apper- 
ceivantz fi bien per les enchefons allegez en la 
prononciation des cauies de la fomons de ceft par*^ 
lemenc come autrement per diligence examination 
cur ce fait, & en parte pur grante experience Tout- 
rageoufe multitude des enemys du Roi noftre 
Seignour be de fon roialme avante dite, chefcun 
parte de mefme le roialme, fi bien per terre come 
per meer & lour grantz afForcementz de guerre & 
crefcent de jour en autre pluis & pluis & dautre 
parte les grantz defpences qe neceflairment Ion faut 
mettre fur le defens & falvation de mefme le roialme 
en refiftence de tantz des enemys, ove leide noftre 
Seignour, mefmes les Seignours & les communes 
de lour liberale voluntee combien qe fe foit ore 
moelt grievous charge pur eux aporter, totes chofcs 
confiderez grantent a noftre Seigneur le Roi fi bien 
pur eux en ceft parlement ores prefent, come pur 
toute le commonaltec d'Engkterre une quinf- 
zeime, &c. 

t Rot. Pari. 6 Rich. 2. n. 15. 
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* Item fur le profre qe a diverfes foitz a eftc fait 
cs Parlement per Monfieur Defpaigne Due de Lan- 
caftre & ore per le dit Due rehercez en ce parle- 
ment devant les Prelatz & Seignours ; ceftaflaver 
daler en Efpsugne ovefqe deux milles homes darmes 
& a tantz des archers as gaiges le Roi noftre 
Sdgneur pur demy an & dubble reward, dont la 
fome totale oultre lour efkeppifon amontereit bien 
entour xliii. mill, livres deuerling de la qelefome, 
ou en monoie ou en iervice le dit Due vorroit faire 
repaiement deinz trois ans precheins apres fon alee 
fi einfi feuft qe Dieux lui donaft fi longement la 
vie, & &uft fi longement a large de ion corps hors 
de priibne & arrivalt a ialvetee de lui & de les 
g^ntz de per dela. £t en oultre fur cefte profre 
demande & qeilion fait as Prelatz, Countes, Ba- 
rouns, & Banneretz efteantz en ce parlement fi 
bien en ^neral come feveralement ccftairaver fi lour 
lemblaft celle viage ore affaire en Efpaigne per le 
dit Due, avec le nombre des gentz avant dits feuft 
profitable pur noftre Seignour le Roi & fbn roialme 
d'Engkterrc ou Nemmie ? Mefines les Prelatz, 
Countes, Barouns, & Bacheliers refpondirent qe fi 
pleft a noftre Seignour le Roi lour iemblaft tout a 
certsun qe aiant regard al focours & refcous des 
nobles Seignours & autres gentz Engleys qores font 
en celles marches come autrement, a ce qe home 
penfe al eide n(rfbe Seignour de mettre celle guerre 
a haftive & bonfyn, & per conlequence les plus toft 
& le pluis aifement les autres, qe celle viage d'Ef- 
paigne fi feuft profitable & honourable au Roi & a 
Ion roialme avant dit per manere come le dit profre 
purporte. Purveux routes voies qe le dit Due y 
voife aflez fort des gentz & dautres.apperaillementz 
de guerre : Qar lour femble qe le nombre des 
^ntz demande fi eft aflez petit pur faire guerre a fi 
tbrte roialme. 

^ Rot. Pari. 6 Rich. a. n* 23^ 
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*TTEM vousfavcz comcnt au derrein parlement 
X noftre dit Seignour le Roi avoit pris purpos 
daler ove leide de Dieux en fa perfone as parties dc 
France pur le recoverer de fon droit heritage ; pe- 
ront la commune de fon roialme per foi lui ad 
grantez une xv. & la clergie per foi une x. a lever as 
termes limites en defence du roialme & eide a noftre 
Seignour le Roi deffuildit, Et doivez entendre qe 
maintenant apres le dit parlement finis, fi viendrent 
tieles novelles de per de la qe furent moelt grante- 
ment defpleafantes au Roi noftre Seignour deffuifdit, 
de ce qe la adverfaire de France ove fon oft roial 
avoit efte armez en la contee & terre de Flandrez 
qi furent noz bien veuUiants & amys & y avoit en 
battaille dareft & defconfit noz dits amys & conqis 
le pays entier en fa main propre horfpris la ville de 
Gaunt qi fe tient encores. Perqoi tantoft le Roi 
noftre Seigneur, cefte novelle oiez fift fomoner un 
grant confeil cy a Weftminfter, toft apres la Epi- 
phanie darrein pafTez, en qel confeil fi eftoit grant 
partie de Seignours du roialme efperituelx & tem- 
porelx & grant nombre des pluis fufBfantz batche- 
liers du roialme a celle novelle illoeqes decloree ove 
la bone volontee qe la dite ville de Gaunt porte 
tout dys en loyaltee a noftre dit Seignour le Roi & 
a fon roialme eftoit finalement pur plufours refons 
ladvys de touz qe pur le rcfcous de Gaunt & reco- 
verer du pays de Flandres qe noftre dit Scignotir le 
Roi paff^ en fa perfone ove fon hoft Roial fi ce 
il poiaft. faire fon honoure falvez ; qar il feuft dit 
& apperiffant chofe eft qe chefcune loial liege home 
du Roi vorroit pluift toft & de pluift ardant defirc 
travailler en la prefence de fon Seignour liege qe ad 
le droit & verroi title a la corone de France qe ove 
nulc autre peribne du monde & as meindres cou- 
rtages mes pertant qe la bufbigne eftoit, & eft fi 
chargeant fi bien touchant le governaill du roialme 

• Rot. Pari. 6 Rich. 2. p. 7. n. 3. 
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en abfcnce du dit noflre Seignour fil j pafTaft, come 
autrement, fur ion dit aler^ qe home ne voloit ne 
nofail pur perils aperifantz finalement aflentir a lun 
ne a lautre ianz parlement. £t pur ce le Roi noftre 
Seigneur vous charge & prie moelt entierement 
qe vous veulliez diligeament avifer, vous, les 
Seignours ceftaflaver per vous mefmes, & vous 
la commune per voas mefines de cefte matire & 
per efpecial fi vous iembia qe noftre Seignour le 
Roi devra & purra en fa perfone pafler come dit 
eft ou Nemmie, & fi vous fcmblera qe falvez fou 
honour il ne purra pafTer^ adonqes vorrez vous 
adviier diligeament qele armee ou viage ferra & 
purra eftre fait & per qi & en qcl manere ? Eiaiit 
regard as couftages affaires & al haft qe le vragc 
demande pur le refcous de Gaunt & auxint eiant 
regard a la quantitee de monoie grantez & vous 
advys ent prifes les vorres en hafte monftrer avanr 
a noftre Seignour le Roi & a fon confeil. Qar 
noftre Seignour le Roi eft prcft & appereillez de 
faire & perfburmer en ce qas qanqe vous lui vorrez 
confeiller pur le mieultz. 

* Et fur ce qant la dite commune favoient bien 
advifez deux jours ou tfois fur krur dit charge ils 
prierent a noftre Seignour le Roi qe pur tant qe 
lour dit charge a eux donnez touchaft hautement 
& fi pris leftat de lour Seignour liege lour pleuft a 
cux granter certeins Prelatz, Countes, & Barouns, 
de roialme per eux a ce a nomiers pur entre com- 
muner ove eux de lour dit charge ilTint qe per lour 
bon confeil & entre comunement ils purroient le 
pluis toft venir a bone conclufion & ccrtein purpos 
de lour charge avant dite Sc firent illoeqes les dites 
communes a ce nomer I-icrceveiqe de Canterbris, 
ks Evefqcs de Ely & de Hereford & les Countes 
de Cantebrigge, Stafford & Northumberland, le 

♦ Ibid. ft. %. 
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Sieur dc Nevil, le Sire Fitzwater, le Sire de Cob- 
ham. Et ceux mefmes, Prelatz, Countes, & Sicures 
per la commune iflint nomez, noftre Seigneur le 
Roi lour grantaft pur Icntre communement avant 
dit, Combien qe fcuft, eft, & doit eftrc de droit 
en Teleftion de noftre dit Seignour le Roi dalfigner 
a ce les dks Prelatz & Seignours iflint nomez ou 
autres a fa proprc denomination. 

-f- Item, qant mefme la conunune favoient longe- 
ment deliberez, & entre communes ove les Prelatz 
& Seignours dcffuis dits de lour charge avant dite, 
ils vindrent en parlement en prefence de noftre 
Seignour le Roi & des Siegnours de parlement & 
illoeqes Monfieur James de Pickering Chivaler 
qavoit les paroles pur la commune dift en feafant 
fa proteftation, qe fi il deift riens per ignorance 
ou autrement de per la commune qe ne feuft per 
cux devant accordez qe celle defaute purroit eftrc 
amendez par la commune avant dite leqele il dift, 
fuft de fi bone voluntec cnvers lours Seignour 
liege come nuUe commune mieulx purroit eftre, & 
outre y dift qe combien qe cefte lour charge dc la 
paflage noftre Seignour le Roi, nc ^ordinance de 
fon viage ou de nul autre grant viage affaire, foleit, 
ne doit appertcnir a la commune, cins au Roi 
mefmes & as Seignours du roialme come lour 
femble, t(3utes voies, depuis qe en efpecial ils cnt 
font chargez deper le Roi noftre Seignour lour 
lemble qe fi cc purroit eftre fait bonement & feuft 
preft en maine, de qoi fe purroit eftre fait en la 
perlbne du Roi qi ad la verroi droit a la corone 
de France, ferroiet tiel viage mieutx emploiez qe 
en nulle autre perfon del monde. Mes depuis qe 
ce ne purra eftre perfourmez come ad efte declarez 
per entre euz pur moeltz des bones refons, lour 
advys eft qe aiant confideration a la qantitee dc 
monoic qeft grantez a noftre Seignour le Roi pur 

t Ibid. n. 9. 

la 



APPENDIX. 83 

la defens du roialme & as Grantz & Nobles profrcs 
qc Lcvefqc de Norwiz fait a noftre Seignour le Roi 

{mr fervir Dicux & Seinte Efglife, en la croiferie a 
ui grantee per noftre Seinte Pierre le Pape Urban, 
& ovefc^e ce, pur fervir a noftre Seignour le Roi 
defluifdit en (a guerre de Fraunce & refcous & con- 
fort de Gaunt, qe mefme le profre ferroit bonement 
& efFe&ualement acceptez per le qiel profre fi ce 
foit perfourmiz femble qe moelt grant bien & profit 
ent doit avenir fi bien a noftre Seignour le Roi, 
come a fon roialme avant dit. 

* Et oultre y dift le dit James qe entenduz le 
troboil qe eft encores toutes partes deinz le roialme 
mefme & le novelles qelles viegncnt de jour en 
autre de la marche d*Efcoce &: per efpecial coment 
prccheinement fi accord ou pluis longe trieve ne 
foient faites per entre les roialmes d'Englcterre & 
d'Efcoce a ceft feft de la nativcte Seinte Johan eft 
a douter grantment qe la guerre fcra overtc per 
cntre Ics dits roialmes qe ferroit le pluis perileufc 
& pluis nufante guerre que nous purrions aver & 
per tant qe comune fame eft qe les Efcotz font ore 
fi fortz & orgoiloufes qils naflenteront ligierement a 
nuUe pees ne trieve fi ce ne foit bien damageufe & 
prejudiciel au Roi noftre Seignour & a fon roialme 
fils ne foient a ce chafes pluis per doute & fource 
de vous noftre Seigneur lige & de vos honourez 
Uncles & autres Seignours du roialme qe en autre 
manere per beles tretees & Parlances femble a la 
commune avant dite qe vous noftre Seignour liege 
ne nul de vos trois Uncles de Lancaftre de Cante- 
brigge & de Buckingham purra qant a prefent eftre 
defportez horsde voftre roialme ne ne purra per qel- 
conqe voie tanqe vous noftre Seignour lige aiez fi 
Dieux pleft mys voftre roialme & la dite marche en 
un manere ou en autre repofe & quiete. Et ce eft 
lavys de voftre commune d'Engletcrre fur lour dite 

* Ibid. n. 10, 
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charge a eux donee per vcftre Roial Mageftec. Mes 
ils nel diont mye ce dit le dit Monfieur James per 
voie de confeil ent donez a vous einz feulement 
vous ent monftrent lour plcin avys fur lour dite 
charge. Aqoi feuft dit de per le Roi illoeqes tan- 
toft qe home ne purroit ligierement mettre grante 
differeuce en celle partie ceftaffaver entrc ks dits 
parolles confeil & avys. 

-|- Item, qant le profre del dit Evefqe fait devant 
le Roi noftre Seignour & les Seignours de roialmc 
en parlement fur le commencement dicelle parle- 
ment feuft tiele ceftaffaver qe fi noftre dit Seignour 
le Roi lu voufift granter les xv. & difme entiers 
ores derrein grantez a noftre Seignour le Roi per 
les liges gentz & per le clergie & ovefqe ce les vi d. 
au lib. & iis. au tonell de vin nadgaires grantez 
pur la falve garde de la meer, il fe ferra fort daver 
ei roialmc de France precheinement en temps & 
feifon covenables iii m. homes darmes & iii m. ar- 
chers bien montez & arraiez dont d'homes, d*armes> 
& d'archers, ferontu la meer prefts pur paflcr en 
refcous & confort de Gaunt deinz le xx jours pre- 
chein apres qil ferra paiez de la primer paiment. 
Et ovefqe ce il paiera les couftages de lelkippefon 
de fon dit oft & ent fuftendera tous autres charges 
neceffaires, iffint qe le Roi noftre Seignour ne ferra 
chargez de pluis paier al dit Evefqe qe deffuis neft 
dit forfqe de lui ottroier commiffions & lettres ne- 
ceffaires & qe les officers du Roi foient attendantz 
au dit Evefqe en celle partie, Et fanz ce encores 
le dit Evefqe, fil purra aver lattendance de Weft 
Admiral trovera fur la meer purla falve garde 
diecU per entre cy & le Seinte Michel prechein vc- 
nant, x grofles Niefs & x bones Barges armez en 
les qeux fanz les mariners neceftaires il trovera au 
mcins D combattants pur le dit terme. 

t Rot. Ibid. n. lu 

% Item. 
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* TTEM la comune prierent a noftrc Seignoiir 
j^ Ic Roi qil voufift doner afcout & audience al 
Seignour del Spurra qi novellment feftoit venuz del 
roialme d'Efpagne leqel Seigneur dit & il fe face 
fort al cide noftre Seignour qe fi vous noftre ligc 
vorrez a ce encliner de voftre grace qil vous mon- 
(treara diveries bones & honourable voies pur lef^ 
qcles vous purrez bien & honourablement venir a 
la pees la qelc pees fi vous noftre Seignour ligc 
purrez aver voftre honour falvez per Dieiuc le 
vorrez refcever & prendre per grant profit de vous 
& de tout voftre roialme & qiete de vos fiibgitz. 
A qoi fuft refponduz de per le Roi de fon com- 
mandement qe le Roi ladviferoit ovefqe les Seig* 
nours de fon roialme, & fur ce per lour azys ent 
fcrroit ce qe lui fembloroit affaire en le cas, fon 
honour falvez. 



JL 



-Seignours & Sires la principale & primerc 



f _ 

caufe purqoi noftre dit Seignour le Roi ad fait 

fomondre fon prefent parlement qe touche le roialme 

d'Efcoce cy eft expreflee & contenue en les briefs 

a vous faites de mefme la fomonce laqele eft tiele 

X noftre Seignour le Roi appercevant coment les 

grantz trieves jadys prifez per entre les roialmes 

d'Engleterre & d'Efcoce fi dovient per la forme 

dycelles fyner & failler a ccft prechein fcfte de la 

purifica'tion noftre dame prechein venant & purtant 

qe home ny feuft difgarnez en celle partie al dit fyn 

des trieves pleuft a noftre dit Seignour le Roi den- 

voier a la marche d'Efcoce lui puiflant & noble 

Seignour fon trefchier Uncle d'Efpaigne Due de 

Lancaftre ez prefent ovefqe autres Seignours & 

Sages de confeil le Roi pur aftaier & taltcr fi Ion 

purroit honourablement avoir le paix ovefqe les 

• Rot. Ibid. n. 22. f J^^^* P^^* 7 RJch. 2. pan 

prim. n. 2« t N. 5^ 
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Efcotes ou autrement prorogation dicelles trieves 
pur un temps notables, & fi feurent Us en dite 
marche d'Efcoce & ent avoient parlance & tretee 
oves mefme les Efcotes & finalemcnt ent on rcportcz 
a noftre dit Seignour le Roi relation & lettres del 
adverfary d*Efcoce contenantes qil envoiercit fuffi- 
fantcs perfones de fon roialme ove poiar & aufto- 
ritce fuffilant de per lui a Londres pur y treter dc 
melme la matire. Et celle report fait a noftre dit 
Seignour le Roi, puree qe voirs eft qe plufours dc 
vous eftez enheritez des plufors terres & Signories 
deinz le roialme d*Engleterre appertenantz a les 
Efcotes dancientee & auxint aient en chalenge plu- 
fours terrez & tenements deinz les roialmes d*Eicocc 
dont les Efcots font auxint de prefent enheritez & 
fi paix fe fcrroit per entre les roialmes avendront 
enfi per cas qe plufours tranflations des droitz a 
yceiles terres & Seignouries dambez partz ferroient 
faits ou ycr cas mefmes les droitz ferroient furrenduz 
de cea & dela & purcelle caufe & autres matires 
plufours iiicidentes qe ne viegnent ore a memoire 
mes per efpecial pur tant qe le roialme d*Efcoce fi 
eft tielment annexee dancientes a la corone d*Eng- 
leterre, lui qiel temps bruit p'cmer inhabitour di- 
celles roialme le roialme d'Efcoce avant dit & Ic 
Roi dicelle pur le temps efteant aient efte continu- 
elment fubjugatz & attend antz au Roi& al roialme 
d*Engleterre ou en pofleflion ou en chalenge, fem- 
bloit de veritee qe home ne poait fur tiele haute 
& chargeante !Ti:i:ire finalmenc treter ou accorder 
aillours qe en pririement, ou fi paix ou trieves ne 
fe y purroicnt prendre encores le remedie pur de- 
fendre faut eftre purveu en parlement, & einfi fi 
nule autre matire eufiVz duvoier parlement, fi eft 
ce qe jai dit une grant caufe. -f Une autre caufe 
y ad purqoi le Roi Seignour ad fait fomondre ceft 
fon parlement eft tielle fi einfi avenift qe paix on 

t Ibid. n. 4-* 
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tricvcs ne fe preignent point en Efcocc, adonques 
la pluis perilleuie guerre qe nous purrions avoir, fi 
eft tantoft ovter donteft moult grandement a doutrc 

E;r toute faire per temps bon purvoyance encontrc 
ur grant orgoill, fauxine & force, aiant confide- 
ration coment ils purront chefcun jour entrer noftre 
roialme a terre fedk fans impediment de la meer ou 
de eave frefli, mes encores non pas Ibulement dc 
faire purveyance encontre les dits Efcotes einz dau- 
tres pattz envers trois des pluis grandes roialmes & 
pays de Chriftianitee, ceft a dire France Efpaignc 
& ore de novelle accreue le pais de Flandrez ovc 
toutz lour adherentz & alliez qe font come innu- 
merables mortelx enemys a cefte petit roialme 
d*Engleterte qe Dieux falve toutz partz environez 
per terre & per meer envers qeux fi Dieux de fa 
grace ny mette remedy & home de fa part ne face 
ceo qe en lui eft de purveyance en refiftence de lour 
malice vray femblable eft qe le greindre mefcheif 
eft haftivement a avenir, qe Dieux ne veuUe, a ceft- 
petit roialme qe unqes mes ny avenift. Et pur 
ceo qe mefcheif femble per les dites caufes fidure 
& fi profchcine fi eft droit qe home fe hafte le pluis 
toft pur ordeiner de bone & efFeftuel remedie qeft 
principalement apres la grace de Dieux davoir de 
qoy home purra venir a les difpenfes qe len y faut 
mettre qe coment a fyn force venir de la commune, 
qar commune defens demande commune charge, 
voir eft & certein qe trois de pluis riches Rois 
Chriftiens ne purroient endurer les charges dc 
tantes & tieles guerres fans Teide de lour commune. 
Et pur tant len faut ordiner coment defendre & 
de qoy lui avera defpenfes neceflaircs, & qant a 
defens faire & celle partie, falvez meillour advys, 
il doit apparoir a chefcun fage qe noftre defens fi 
eft d'aflTailler les enemys per dehors noftre roialme; 
qar tielle afiTaut fi femble, eftre nrfonable profitable 

G 4 & 
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Sc honourable. Primeremcnt fi dl noftre af&ut 
rdbnable per enchcibn qe nous ionics adours, de- 
mandours & chalengours ou appellours & rcfon 
voet qe le demandant & challengour aflaille k dc* 
fendour Sc noun pas e converib fecondement noftre 
aflauc eft profitable, quar fi nous attendifhies lour 
aflaut deinz noilre roidme I'aflemblee & chivanchee 
de noftre oft envers lour oft feroit a nofbc roialmc 
Tun & Tautre oft efteant en ycell a tant dc damage 
come feroit loft des enemys horfpris prife de prifoner 
& arfure des villes & metons fi come vous Mefleig- 
nours & Sires avez mefmes veu eftrc fait es parties 
de oer de la & mieltz eft & pluis profitable qe 
noftre hoft foit fuftenuz per les vittailles & biens 
des enemys qe de nos biens propres. Tiercement 
il eft pluis honourable d'afTailler qe defendre qar 
coment les cowards n'afTaillent mye & pur efchuir 
les mefcheifs de lour afTaut d*un part a la villenic 
qe nous aurions fi nous qi fumes demandours & 
chalengours come dit eft pur defaute del purfuitc 
de noftre droit qe nous avons commencez devant 
ore fculTons appellez maintenant ou tenuz d*autres 
nous veilTins qe Dieux ne veulle pur cowards fi 
avant come nous purrons efchuir Toccation purqoi 
tiel noun emporterions qar il nous faut faire un 
des deuz des chofes, ou de purfuir noftre droit per 
forte main & alTaut ou de Icflcr honteufement. Et 
Seignours & Sires toutcs voies vous ne durez mye 
aretter fur la perfone du Roi noftre Seignour que 
ceftes importablcs charges de les guerres avant ditz 
foient per lui introduitz, ou per iinguleritee de lui 
commencez einz furent commencez devant fon 
temps come bien fachez & auxint avant come la 
honourable coronc d'Engleterre lui eft dcicenduz 
per fuccefTion de droit heritage auxint avant lui 
font efchuiz ovefqe Thonnour & profit de la corone 
les chargeantes guerres & cjerelcs dycelles devant fon 
temps commencez come dit eft. 

Item 
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''Tcm fur la tretee de la paix que longe- 

ment ad durez continuez per entre dc 

noftrc dit Seignour le Roi & fon adverfaire de 
France Ics Meflages dambes parts en dit trettee fe 
font ore aflentuz fur certein forme de paix final 
prendre prendre per entre les roialmes fur ladvys 
des Rois & de leur confeilx dambes parts, dont y 
a certains articles faitz, preftz de vous monltrer 
en temps & lieu covenable & purtant qe noftre 
Seigneur le Roi vous ent voet monftrer naturefle & 
perfite amour & confiderant vos greivoufes charges 
qeles vous avez longement fuftenuz parmy celle 
guerre, fi ne voet mye noftre Seigneur le Roi 
finalement accorder en la cas faunz voftre aflent 
& fcience combien qil le purroit bien faire come 
chofe qele (a ce qe home penfe) nappertient mye 
en ryenz au droit nie a la corone d'Engleterre dan- 
cientee. Et le Roi vous prie & charge moelt en- 
tierement qe les dits articles vei-ez & entenduz ove 
la manere dicelle treree, cnt lui veuUez doner voftre 
confcil tiel come vous femblera qe mieltz foit affaire 
pur fon honour & profit a lui & fon dit roialme. 

-f Item, la dite commune touchant la charge a 
cux donez en ce parlemcnt de la paix qe ce ferra fi 
Dieux pleuft per entre noftrc Seigneur le Roi & 
fon adverfaire de France de qoi certeins articles eni: 
faites & appointez novelement au tretee de mefme 
la paix qad efte en la marche de Caleys per entre 
Jes ambdfadours dambes partes eftoient iiverez a 
mefme la commune pur lour meillour information 
del trettee avant ciit & del effcft dicelle, mefme la 
commune ont fait lour refponfe a noftre Seignour 
le Roi en parlement per le manere qe fenfuit. En 
difant qe pur les outrageoufes perils qils y veiont 
clerement chefcun part, ils ne poent nc offent per 
aucun manere ent confeiller lour Seignour iige ex- 

* Rot. Pari. 7 Rich. 2di pars 2. n. 3. j- Ibid. n. i& 
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prefiement ne a Tune ne a lautre combien qe la dite 
paix fi pleuft a Dieux del ottfoier tiellc qe feuft 
honourable & profitable a lour dit Seignour lige 
& fon roialme, fi lour ferroit la plus noble & gra- 
tiouie eyde & comfort qe home purroit en mondc 
devifer, & lour femble qe noftre dit Seignour le 
Roi poet &c doit faire en celle partie fi come a fa 
noble Seignourie mieltz femblera affaire, come de 
chofe qeft fon propre heritage qeft per droit lignage 
roiale defcenduz a fa noble perfone & non pas 
appcrtenant al roialme ne a la corone d'Engleterre 
empriantz humblement a mefine lour Seignour qe 
pur Dieux il ent veulle faire come per ladvys de fon 
confcil mieltx lui ent femblera affair al honour & 
profit de luy & comfort & aide de fon roialme avant 
dite. Et qe pur les perils & mefcheifs importables 
qe purroient avenir qe Dieux defende la poevre 
commune feuflc dechargez de doner autre refponfe, 
en ce cas quant au prcfent. -f Et fur ce la com- 
mune chargee de per le Roi a dire illoeqes lour 
voluntee de deux chofes ceflalfaver, ou ils dcfirent 
la paix, ou la guerre ovcfqe lours enemys Franceys 
qar y nad autre moyene voie a caufe qe as trieves 
qe ferroient bones au profetables au Roi & fon roi- 
alme ne veuUient les Franceys ore aflcntir. Et fur ce 
la dite commune refpondift & difl moelt grantement 
defiront ils qe bone paix & honourable au Roi noflre 
Seigneur & fon roialme fi feufl faite qe Dieux grante. 
Mais per les articles a cux ent liverez des qeux pur 
plufours termes de ley civil y comprifes ils nont myc 
cler entendement & auxint par la relation a eux ent 
fait dautre part ils entendent qe aucunes Seignouries 
& terres qe mcfme lour Seignour lige auroit ore per 
cefl accorde en Guyenne fi feroyent tenuz del Roi 
Franceys per homage & fervice. Mais ne penfont 
mye que lour dice Seignour lige vorroit aflcntir trap 

t Ibid. n. 16, 
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ligierement dc tcnir dyceux Franccys per tide fer- 
vice la ville de Caleys & autres terres conqifes des 
Franccys per lefpee. * Ne ne vorroit la conunune 
qe cnfi feuft fait fi autrement len y purroit bien fairc 
ou efchaper fanz damage. A qoi feuft dit a la 
commuhe qe autrement qe dc les tenir del Roi 
Franccys home navcndra mye ovefque eux a la paix 
pur ricnz qe home ad peu appcrcevoir en dite trettee 
devant cell heure ; Et fur ce la commune autre foit 
requis de dire a lour Seignour lige coment ils vor- 
roient ore faire quant a la prife de cefte paix fi enfi 
feuft que la dite commune feufle Roi del roialme, 
ou en eftac qe lour Roi eft, confiderez la multitude 
des Guerres chefcun part overts touz a un foitz 
cncontre ceft petit roialme & coment les enemys fi 
font confedrez tres touz enfemble qe nul prendra 
trieves ne paix ligierement fans autre & le grant 
force & richefce des enemys & fcblcfce & povertee 
de noftre roialme. A qoi la commune refpondift 
& dift qils ont entenduz qe les Prelatz & Seignours 
temporebc ent ont auxint efte chargez devant cefte 
heure en femblable manere ceftaflaver de doner lour 
confeil & advys a noftre Seignour le Roi en le cas 
& mefmes les Prelatz & Seignours avant dits ont 
fait lour rclponfe, noun pas come pur lour confeil 
ou advys donez en celle partie, ne a la paix 
ceftafliiver, ne a la guerre, einz foulement come 
lour eft fait a entendre, mefmes les Prelatz & 
Seignours ont dit qe toutes chofes & mi'cheifs 
apparantz confiderez, fils feufient en leftat du Roi 
ils faccorderoint a la paix pluis toft que a la guerre 
& iflint la dite commune per proteftation qils ne 
foient defore chargez come confeilers en le cas ne 
per tant ent portent charge de confeiller a Tune ne 
a Tautre, ils faccordent en lour refponfe fur cefte 
lour charge en toutes chofes as Prelatz & Seignours 

♦Ibid. n. 18. 
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avant dits, & tiele reiponfe & nul autre qc les dits 
Prelatz & Seignours ent ont donez ils donent ore 
a lour Scignour ligc fur lour charge defluis dite. 



* T 'Honourable Pier en Dieux Levefqc 

I J de Worceftre Chanceller d*Englcterre 
par commandement du Roi efteant prefent en par- 

lement &c. Et puis diflbit per fubttance dc 

la matire comcnt les trieus furent prifes per entre Ic 
Roi & fon adverfaire de Fraunce pur un ccrtein 
temps come ovcrtement fuift declarez al darrein 
parlement Et coment Levefqe de Durefme, le Count 
de Northampton & autres avoient eite ore tarde en 
mcfiage du Roi a Caleys fur tretce des pees & 
avoient fait rebtion au Roi de lour dit meflage, & 
coment y faiit qe le Roi cnvoye plus folempncs 
meflages illoeqes entour la chandelour prcchein 
pour treter de pees final fi Dieux pleuft, qele chofe 
il ne voet purfaire fans avys & affent des Seignours 
efperituelx & temporelx & autres fages de fon con- 
llil Et coment auxint Levefqe de Seint David Tre- 
Ibrer d'Engleterre le Count Marefcal & autres 
avoient efte en meflage du Roi en la marche d'Efcocc 
pur treter ovefqe les Efcots de les trieus pur enprifes 
per les Franceys & qe les dits Efcots ne foy voyellent 
encore accorder a mefmes le trieus, iflint qil femble 
mieulrx qe le Roi aura illoeqe guerre qe pees^ 
laqelle guerre le Roi ne voet mye faire ne prendre 
fanz ladvys & aflent defuisdits & qe U taut qe 
mefmes les meflages ou autres foient envoicz illoeqes 
entour la dite chandelour de treter derecheif ove 
mefmes les Efcots, Et puis rehercea les grandes 
charges & coufl:ages afiaires de fyn force fi bien fur 
la fauve garde de la dite marche d'Efcocc & de la 

• Rot. Pari. 14 Rich. 2. n. i. 
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lerre d'lrland come de Calcys, Brcft, & Cherburg 
Guyen & auxint de les dites tretces & coment y 
fout auxint ordeiner per temps pur la guerre en cas 
qe pees final ou plus longes trieus nc foyent prifes 
& qe le Roi ne fuflifl: mye a porter ny faire toutz 
les charges & collages bufoygnables &: necelTair 
eel partie fans eide de fa terre & par tant il voet 
cftre confiUez en ceft parlement coment les dites 
charges & collages purront mieultz eftre portez 
& faitz au meindre damage & defeafe dc fon 
people &c. 



* TT^Ait a remembrer qe les communes diflbient 
J/ en plein parlement qe fi trettee de pees ou 
trewe fe devera prendre per entre noitre Scignour 
Ic Roi & fon adverfaire de France qil femble a eux 
expedient & neceffaire fil pleroit au Roi qe Mon- 
fieur de Guyen a caufe qil elt le pluis fufficeant 
perfone de roialme irroit al ditc tretce, Et le Roi 
dift qil le vorroit bien fil pluft a mon dit Seignour 
de Guyen. Et furceo Monfieur de Guyen difoit 
qil vorroit de tres bon coertravailler & fair chofe 
qe purra tourner al honour & profit du Roi & de 
roialme. 



t TJ^Ait a remembrer que le Roi, Seignoura 
X/ vaillantz Chivalers & Juftices alfcnterent 
en ceft prefent parlement a les pees, per enfi qe 
noftre dit Seignour le Roi ne face homage lige & 
fauvant auxint tout dis la libertee de la perfone 
noftre Seigneur Je Roi & de fon roialme d'Engleterrc 
& dc fes liges du dit roialme & qe noftre Scignour 
le Roi & fes heircs purront reforter &: avoir rcgrcflc 

* Rot. Pari. 15 Rich. 2. n. 15. 
t Rot. Pari. 17 Rich. 3. n. 16. 
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al noun Title & droit dc la coronc & roialme 
de France fi la pees foit enfreinte per la partie de 
fon adverfaire ou de fes Heires & enfement qe tielx 
moderations & modifications foient faitz qe nuUc 
confifcation purra vraifemblablement avenir. 

* Et les communes chargez de per noftre dit 
Seigneur le Roi en plein parlement de lui dire & 
doner lour confeil & avis fur cefte matiere, bailie- 
rent avant en plein parlement per les mains Monfieur 
Johan Bufly lour comun parlour une cedule de lour 
comun aflent du dit matire en le paroles qenfuent ; 
les communes chargez de per noftre Seignour le 
Roi fur lour foy & ligeance de lui confeiller a ion 
parlement tenuz a Weftminftre a la quinfifmedc 
Seint Hiller Tan de rcigne noftre dit Seignour le 
Roi, dys & feptifme fur les articles comprifes en 
une endenture fait per entre noftre dit Seignour le 
Roi, & fon adverfaire de France, les qeux lieuz 
& en partie entenduz font confiderez per toute la 
commune trois pointz fi chargeantz ceftaflaver 
homage lige, foverainte, & refort dont les dits 
communes unqes ne oferont emprendre de con* 
feiller ne treter de fi haute & chargeante matire, 
des qeux trois pointz les dits communes font outre- 
ment defchargez, a caufe qe nully moderation di- 
cclles eft unqore fait ne les Seignours ount nul 
conuflTance qele moderation y ferra dont noftre dit 
Seignour le Roi eiant avys fi bien per les Seignours 
efpirituelz & temporelx Chivalers Juftices & autres 
Nobles ent duement examinez en ceft prefent par- 
lement, confiderantz leftat de fon roialme font 
condifcenduz qe homage ferra fait, per bone nio- 
deration affaire pur les terres en Guyen, toutz foitz 
refervez qe noftre dit Seigneur le Roi fa corone fon 
roialme & fes liges d'Engkterre biens & chateux 
ne foient chargez ne abandoncz per afcune manerc 



• Ibid. n. 174 
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ae conqe a caufe des dits homage fovereintce refbrt, 
icrvice ou title £ut ou affaire per afcune voi, mes 
qe le Roi & les heires fon roialme, & les liges & 
k>ur biens & chateuz Ibient auxi franks come ils 
ont efte en temps dafcun de fes nobles pn^nitours 
& Ibnt auxi purveux & aflentuz per noftre dit Seig- 
nour le Roi les Seignours & autres avant ditz qen 
cas qe la pees & les contra£tz faits ou affaire per 
entre noftre dit Seignour le Roi & fon adverfaire de 
France Ibient enfreintz per la partie du dit adverfsure 
ou les heires per afcune manere qeconqe qadonqes 
nofbe dit Seignour le Roi & fes heires refbrteront a 
lour primer eflat droit & title nient contrefteant les 
contra£tz rcles ou fervices ent faitz ou affaire Et 
depuis qe noftre tres redoute Seignour le Roi les 
Seignours & autres avant ditz confiderantz fi tendre- 
ment leftat du dit roialme & fon people voillant & 
confiderant qe les contrafts de pees avant fpecifiez 
foient pur le mieux, les communes avant dits tou2; 
jours come obeifantz &: fuantz fi bien la volunte du 
Roi come de toutz les Seignours efpirituelx & tem- 
porelx Chivalers de honour & Juflices ent duement 
examinez come devant, eiantz confideration a la 
confentement de noflre dit Seignour les Roi les 
Seignours efpirituelx & temporelx Chivalers JufVices 
& autres avant dits confentent pur bon pees avoir a 
les contrafts de pees avant efpecifiez a la bone 
avys noftre dit Seignour le Roi les Seignours & autres 
avant dits ent fait en cefl prefent parlement. 



* TTEM le Jeody enfuant vindrent les com- 
X munes devant le Roi & les Seignours en 
parlement & monfherent au Roi coment Lerce- 
vefqe de Canterbirs & les Countes de RotcU & 
Marefcal lour firent relation qe k Roi avoit en* 

• Rot. Pari. 20 Rich. 2. n. 9. 
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tenduz que furont afcuns qe cc purpoferent davoir 
reftreintz k viage des dits countes promis a fon 
honourable Piere de France vers les parties de 
Lumbardie & deuflent avoir cxcitez & procurez 
les communes davoir fait reqefte a Roi noftre 
Seignour pur avoir defturbe le dit viage & enfreint 
la promLfTe ent per luy fait a fon dit Piere de France, 
mefmes les communes fexcuferent qe eux ne ul de 
cux unqes ne feurent en purpos nentent ne parlez 
feuft entre cux ne mils autres les enfourmerent de 
faire reqefte nexcitation a noftre Seignour le Roi 
de la contraire del honourable promiflc fuisdit eiuz 
qilz lui mercierent molt entirement de fon honourable 
port qil avoit fait, pur honour de luy & de fon roialme 
fi bien en celle matire come en autres ove fon dit Piere 
en fon darrein viage en France come notoirement 
eft conuz a grant partie de Chriftiante & combien 
qe les dits Seignours en lour relation monftrerent 
as dites communes le gratious entent noftre Seignour 
le Roi qe per celle viage les communes ne le roi- 
alme ne ferroint mye liez ne chargez, nient moins 
les dits communes prieront & firent lour protefta- 
tion qe coment qe le Roi de fa authorite & volunte 
de mefme avoit grantez tiell viage, qe de celle viage 
ne de nuUe chofe qe ent purroit avenir en apres ils 
ne feroient mys parties ncnt endamages mais outre- 
ment excufez. A qoy le Roi refpondi mefmes per 
fon bouche propre en plein parlemcnt, & dift as 
communes qils ne deuflent efmervailler de la dite 
promifle & lour expofa benignement certeynes 
caufes qe lui moerent a la promifle de la dit viage. 
Primerment le Roi confiderant coment devant ces 
heures ont cfte tres grandes mifchiefs, & diftruftions 
de guerre intoUerables entre les deux roialmes 
d*Engleterre & de France, & penfent fur ce qe le 
grcindre bien fait qe afcun home purra faire a autre 
pur luy obliger & cftre pkiis tenuz a lui, fi en eft 

pU5 



APPENDIX. 97 

pur lui cider & relever en fon mifchief & neceflity, 
piirqoy al bone entention pur peifer & ccflcr les 
^erres du roialme, & fauvcr les mefcheifs qe vin- 
orent per la guerre a Ion roialme & a fon poeple & 
auxint a fyn qe tiel grant bien fait & promifle 
durront de refon moult occafion de pees quiete & 
falvation a fon roialme & fcs liges d'Engletcrre & 
pur exiter fon dit Picre de France a la greindrc 
afFedlion de luy & fon roialme &fes gentz en temps 
avenir il fift la dite promifle. La fecond caufe eft 
pur ce qe fon dit Picre eft Cofin a noftre Scignour 
je Roi & ore fon Fiere per cefte alliance, il eft Ic 
pluis tenuz de lui faire plefancc &: relevement en 
fa neceflite. La tierce caufe eft per tant que fon 
dit Piere de France & lui mefmes, qi fon tenuz 
deux dcs plus fufficiantz & vaillantz Princes Chri- 
ftiens & per tant fils puiflint avoir conuzance de 
qelconqe Roi Prince ou autre perfone qil foit qi per 
tyranye vorra furmontier & deftruire le people 
Chriftien en qelconqes parties ils font de droit tenuz 
a la reverence de Dicux a deftruire tiel tirant & 
deftrouer & de reftorer& rccoverer tielx oppreflez 
& defolatz a lour eftatz. Et dift outre noftre 
Seignour le Roi qil voet eftre a large & liberte 
de commander fes gentz pur eux envoyer en eide 
de fes amys & pur difpofer de fes biens proprcs a fa 
voluntee ou & a tant des foitz qe luy plerra, &c. 



u 



E dit Ercevefqe avoit monftre qe ceft 
honourable roialme d'Engletcrre qeft 
le pluis habundant angle de riches permy tout le 
monde avoit efte per longetemps mefnez rculez & 
governez per enfantz & confeil des jeunes peront 
mefine le roialme feuft en point de perdition & 

• Rot. Pari. I Hen. 4. n. 2. 
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davdr efte mis a trdgrande defolation & mefcheif 
tres douloureufement fil ne feufle qe Dieux tout 
puiflant de fa trefgrande grace & mercie avoit mis un 
home fachant & diicreet pur governance de mefmc 
le roialmc, leqel per Tcide de Dieux voct eftrc 
governez & conleillez per les fages & antients 
de fon roialme pur eide & comfort de luy mefines 
& de tout fon roialme, &c. 

-f- Item Lundy le dixme jour de Novembre Ic 
Counte de NorthumberlandConneftabled^Engleterre 
per commandement du Roi monftra aftouts les Seig- 
Hours temporelx qe come ill lour ad efte monftrez 
devant ces heures coment le Roi fe purpofa de 
guerroier fes ennemys d'Efcoce, Et purtant qil 
feufl parlez per afcuns qe eel purpos ce deuft pren* 
dre per confeil & exitation du dit Counte & de 
Counte de Wcllmoreland Marefcal d^Engleterre, 
dont mefmes les Countes excuferent & prierent au 
Roi qe lui pleife monftrer fa volunte en efpecial 
touchant ceft matire; Et fur ceo mefme noftrc 
Seignour le Roi de fon bouche propre did en 
plein parlement coment Dieu de fa grace luy ad 
cnvoyez en cefte roialme & luy ad mys en leftat qil 
eft au prefent pur la falvation dicelle, & purtant il 
eft purpofes de tenir eel viage autrement en fa 
propre pcrfone, Et fur ceo il commanda au dit 
Counte de Northumberland de faire la queftion de 
ceft purpos des toutz les Seignours pur ent favoir 
lour advys. 

Les qeux ent feveralment examinez fe conien- 
terent a eel purpos qe le Roi deuft tenir le dit viage 
en noun de Dieux confiderant la grand malice & 
rebellion de les Efcotes fans deferte de fa partie ou 
offence. Et fur ceo le Roi mefmes molt graceoufe- 
ment efmerciant les dits Seignours de fon bouche 
prope lour dift qe pur dilpendre fon corps & fon 
t Ibid. n. 8o. 
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iank oi eel viage ou en afcune autre pur la ial* 
vation de ion roialme jamais il nespemera liDieux 
hii doigne la vie. 



* TTEM mefine k jour ks dits QDmnHmes 
X monftrercnt a no&s dit Sdgoour le Roi^ 
coment a bone governance de chefcun roialme trois 
chofes feurent neceflairement rcqis ceftaflavoir feea 
humanite, & richefle, deiqueux vermes toutes en- 
fanbks Dieux de ^ tics puiflantc grace avoit 
cndowez mefine noflje Seignours k Roi en doubk 
manere. Primerement qant a feen Dieux lavoit 
purveux en la perlbne du Roi, come il eft bien 
monftrez per experience de fait & auxi del ieen qeft 
en les honourables perfones des Seignours eQ>irituelx 
& temporclx de fbn roialme come notaircment eft 
conuz. Secondement quant a humanitey comenc 
jl ne fiiift pas difconuz as toutz ks eftats de (on 
roialme & as plufburs autres roialmes de la hu- 
manite qe Dieux ad mys en fa peribiie roiale, & 
coment qe mefmes les communes fauroient pluis 
dire ou parler en ceft matire unqore ils ie vorroient: 
de purpos abftenir a caufe qe fils dirroicnt ceo qils 
iceuiknt dire celle partk ils kroient tenuz pur flat* 
terers & glofers, & auxint coment Dieu de la grace 
ad mys humanite en ks Seignours temporebc, & 
en la Chivalrie & les Gentilx de Ion roialme dont 
les uns ont eAe mys en eflaie devant ces heurcs 
diverfinent & les uns ibnt perfones abks & de grand 
courage 2( volunte fils feuflent mys en oevre ou aflak. 
Tiercement qant a richeflc, coment il eft overtement 
conuz de ks enders coers qeux noftre Seignour k 
Roi avoit de fon people devant fon darrein venue en 
Engleterre & en fon venue & puis fon venue. £t 
outre ceo les dits communes monfberent a mefine 
* &ot. Pari, 2 Hen. 4. n. iz. 
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noftre Seigneur le Roi qe la pluis greindre trefor & 
richefle du mondc ell a chefcun Roi davoir le coer 
de fon people, qar per confequence fil ait le coer 
il eft verraifemblable qil avera ceo qe lui bufoignc 
de lour biens. Et per tant toutes ceftes tsois chofes 
ceftaflavoir, feen humanite, & richefle font entire- 
ment comprifes en Thonorable perfone noftre dit 
Seignour le Roi come deffuis eft dit. Et puis apres 
les dits communes monftrerent a noftre Seignour Ic 
Roi qe come ils avoient entenduz qe certeins Seig- 
nours, & autres dignes & fufficientz Perfones de 
ceft roialme feurent chalengez per les Franceis per 
fubtile ymagination de melmes les Franceys a qel 
cntent home ne fceit, qe lui plefe confiderer, coment 
il eft pluis femblable qe les Franceys fe purpofent 
davoir les guerres qe la paixet en cas qe les guerres 
fe prendroient, qil pleuft au Roi de confiderer en 
efpeciale qe les Perfones de feen humanite & richefle, 
ceux font qenfi au prefent font chalengez & qe le fer- 
vice ils purroient faire a mefme noftre Seigneur le Roi 
celle partie fi le cas adveigne Et auxi confiderez les 
grandes couftages des dits chalengez, fi eel purpos 
fa preigne & auxi la grande aventure de lour corps 
diverfement. Et fur ceo per advys des toutz les Seig- 
nours en ceft parlement faire reftreint des dits cha- 
lengez & qils ne paflent aucunement. A qoi loUr feuft 
refponduz per le Roi qil voet ent eftre advifez per 
les Seignours & communes & fur ceo per Taide de 
Dicux eux faire le mieulx pur la falvation del 
honour des dits challengez & outre ceo mefme noftre 
Seignour le Roi moelt gracioufement remercia les 
dits Seignours & communes del grande tendreflc 
qils avoient pur falvation de lui & de fon roialme 
6c del grand trefor de lour coers qel ils lui avoient 
monftrez fi entirement come deffuis eft dit lour 
cmpriantz de lui confeiller coment eel trefor purra 
phiis longement eftre gardez & mieultz dclpenduz 
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il honour de Dieux & dc fon roialtne & il Ic voet 
fuir. Et fur ceo il fcuft dit dc per le Roi as dits 
Scignours & communes deflxe advifcz fur les ma- 
tires fuis dites. 



* T^T puis apres les dits communes pricrent 
XL/ ^ mefme noftre Seignour le Roi, qe 
come Dieux de fa benigne grace & per les gracioufes 
mefnes nadgaires efteantz a la bataille & difcom- 
fiture fur les Efcotes lui avoit qe furent envoyer fes 
enemys ore en fes mayns qc pleuft a mefme noftre 
Seignour le Roi pur la falvation de fa pcrfone roiale 
de ion roialme & de fes li^s per advys & fage 
confeil des Seignours elpirituelx & temporelx & de 
Ion honourable confeil enfi ordeigner en ceft parle- 
ment qe eel bufoign foit mefnez traitez & governez 
per manere qe purra eftre plaifant a Dieux & aide, 
paix & tranquillete de tout fon roialme & de fes 
lieges. Et outre ceo prierent mefmes les comunes 
a noftre Seignour le Roi qil lui pleuft ore a la venue 
de Count de Northumberland au parlement lui 
honourer & tenir en chierte & lui mercier de fes 
grands labour & diligence qeux il a deu & fuftenuz 
lur la dite difconfiture qe le Dieux lui ad envoyez 
fur les Ecotes a cefte foitz. 



-j- T T E M Mcfkardy le tierce jour de Marce le 
X Chanceller d*Engleterre monftra as Seignours 
comcnt les Ambafliatours du Roi avoient efte en 
Pruis & Hanfe & autres parties de pardclea pur 
treter de paix & de concord & coment fur un 
certcin appointment illoeqes fait proclamation fe 
ferroit qe le lieges du Roi qavoient attemptez cnvei-s 

• Rot. Pari. 4 Hen. 4. n. 12. f i^i^« S Hen. 4. n. 10. 
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ceux dc Pruce & de Hanfe deuflenc faire reftitutioit 
dcs dits attemptats furqoy accordez eft per les dits 
Seignours qe proclamation foit fait per brief fblone 
k purport du dit appointement, come per Tenrolle- 
ment en la chanccllerie des dits briefs & des autrcs 
feveralx briefs diredls as dits lieges & autres, & auxi 
de diverfes commiflions faits as diverfes perfones 
celle partie y purra pluis pleinement apparoir. 

-[- Item monftra mefiiie le jour le dit Monfieur 
Johan, coment le chattel de manlyon qe eft le chief 
de trois roialmes eft en mayns de Monfieur Charles 
de Navarqeft alien & coment mefme fe chaftel eft 
inhabitez ovefqe diverfes aliens nient lieges au Roi & 
per taut il pria qun Engleys purroit efee lieutenant 
& captaine illoeqes & qe les Engleyfes & autres de 
la ligeance du Roi purront demeurer el dit chaftel 
pur la falvation dycell & del pays environ. 



Werccmerrt ptir chcnier les eftrangcrs 

fes amys, & autre ce de faire, rcfift- 

mce en contre fez enemys de hors le roialme. Pur 
quelx chofes y covient davoir bon & fufficeant con- 
fcil en efpecial & pertant qe mefme noftre Seigneur 
le Roy ne vorroit faire fans advys & bon confeil 
des ditz Seignours efperituelx & temporelx & 
auxi de les communes fuis dits, il ad envoiez pur 
cux a prefant davoir lour bon confeil & advys en 
ceftes matiers & fur fe faire ce qe ferra plaifant a lui 
tout puiflant & pluis expedient & profitable pur k 
bien de lui & de tout Ion roialme. 

J Item LA>ndy le xxij. jour de May viendrent les 
communes devant le Roi & les Seignours en parle- 
ment & illoecps le dit William de Stourton parlour 
pur les dits communes rehercea coment entre autres 

t Rot. Pari. 5 Hen. 4. n. 57. 

• Rot. Pari. X Hen. 5. n, 2. J Ibid. N. S. 
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articles moeves au temps del prononciation de 
inefme le parliament y fuft defirez par le Roy & 
per advys des Seignours & communes illoeqes efte*- 
antz qe bon governance fe purra faire & eftre 
tenuz & gardez en temps aveniz reherceant qen 
temps no(&e Seignour le Roi fon Piere qe Dieux 
aflbyle y feuft plufeurs fbitz requis per les dits 
communes de bon governance & lour requefte 
grante mes coment y fuft tenuz & perfourmez en 
apres mefme noftre Seignour le Roi en ad bon 
conuzance. £t pur tant pria le dit parlour en 
noun des dits communes qe come Dieux lui ad en- 
dowez de grande ieen & des plufeurs autres boun- 
tees & virtues qe deforenavant bon governance fe 
purra faire & tenir & per efpeciale en les marches 
d'£icoce & pur le fautgard du meer & de la ville 
& marche de Caleys & de la pays de Guyenne & 
de la terre d'Irland & pur la refiftance des rebelx 
de Gales & pur celier les riotes & debates en lez 
marches de Gales & en efpecial de confiderer le 
riote nadgaries fait en Cirenceftre en contre Tabbe 
& le maUon illoeqes qeft de la foundation noftre 
Sei^niour le Roi & les plufeures autres riotes faites 
de jour en autre en diverfes parties deinz le roy- 
alme. A qoy per commandement de mefme noftre 
Seignour le Roi feuft refponduz au dit parlour (qil 
per advys de fez compaignons mettroit en efcript 
efpecialement les dits compleintz & le Roi lour 
verroit purvoier de remcde per advys des Seig- 
nours en parlement a plub toft qe fe purra faire 
refbnablement. 

J Item Joedy le xxv jour de May Johan Dore- 
ward & autres certeins perfones envoyez de per les 
conununes viendrent devant noftre Seignour le Roi 
& les Seignours efperituclx & temporelx efteantz 
en la chambre de confeil deinz la chambre de par- 

} Rot. Pari. I Hen. 5. n. 9. 
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lement & illocqes rehercea coment Lundy darrcul 
pafle y feuft defirez de per le Roi qe Ics communes 
balleroient en parlement les articles defluis nomez 
pluis efpecialement en efcript & per tant qe le die 
parlour le granta de la faire fons advys & aflent de 
les dits compaignons, le dit Johan Doreward en 
Noun dcs dites communes pria le Roi de leur avoir 
pur excufez per certeins caufes qe per aventure 
purroient eftre delay & retardation du parlement 
& qe pleuft au Roi noflre Seignour d'accepter une 
cedule breifment apoyntez de les articles defluis 
dits aqoy feuft refponduz qe noftre dit Seignour le 
Roi voillant monftrer bon Seignourie & voluntee a 
fes dits communes gracioufement accepte la dite 
cedule & lieur tient bicn excufez de les grante & 
promefle a lui faits per le dit parlour en parlement 
de qele cedule la tenurefenfuent. 

Articles monftrez en prefence du Roi par le par- 
lour de parlement. 

Touchant la terre d'Irland. 

Touchant la marche de Gales. 

Touchant la marche d'Efcoce. 

Touchant la marche de Caleys. 

Touchant la Duchee de Guien. 

Touchant la faufgarde de meer. 

Touchant la navie d'Engleterre. 

Touchant eftabliflement de bone governance ovc 

due obeyfance a les leys dcinz la roialme. 
Touchant feur provifione pur refiftance de les 

Enemys. 



V 



Evefqe de Winceftre chanceller d*Eng-^ 

leterre recita & declara per commande- 

ment du Roy les caufes de melme Tadjournement 
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un pur tant qc chcfcun dcs dits Scignours & com- 
munes fervir purroit Ic folcmpnc fcfte de Pafqe Ic 
dit adjovimement enfuant a fa propre lieu & Efglife, 
& lui accorder illoeqes ovclqe fon falveour, folone 
Tauncien ufage & cuftume; une autre purtant qe 
le Roi per certeins meflages ja tard apris coment 
pees & bon accord de parte fon adverfaire de 
France ad efte moeve & deAre per lui & noftre dit 
tres fovercigne Seignour as qeux il ad a tout temps 
appliee, la droit de fa corone toutz dits fauvez, le 
quel, fans aflent & le bon conleil deflates de roialme 
ne vorra concluder. Et la tierce, pur ceo qe Ic 
tres honourable Prince le Roi de Romaines defirant 
principalement pecs & unitee en TEfglife univerfeUe 
& auxi per cntre roialmes & roialmes Chreftiens foy 
ad afibrcee & labourcc envers la panic Francyfc 
davoir pees & bon accord ovcfqe noftre Seignour 
tres Sovereign avant dit & fes lieges & a eel en* 
tent eft ja tard venuz hors de France cy en Engle- 
terre ove tiele reporte come ill eft la qell neft mye 
unqore aRoi publiee mes deinz brief temps y ferra 
a Roi demonftre fur la quelle le Roi en apres par 
bone advife de fon tres fage conleil cy prcfent purra 
eftre appris qe a lui (bit le mieulz profitable & 
honourable affaire en le madre. Et puis furent 
les dites communes chai^ez de parte le Roi qils 
procedent avaunt entour lour communes bufoignes 
& affaires le meen temps. 



E 



T ore eft cefte le fifme parlement noftre 

dit fovcrcign Seignour en le qel, per 

le force & execution du bon & gracious aide con- 
leil & affiftance des Scignours &* communaltee du 
roialme cy prefents a donerz & pvirveierz en ycell 
del effect & exploit, par la haute grace de Dieu en 

t Rot. Pari. 4 Hen. 5. n. 3. 
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la dit qucrelle fe prcndront, qen aprcs de guerre 
ceflerons & a pees &quiete perpctucUe avicndrons, 
+ Fait affavoir qe fur ccrteins alliances per entrc 
noftrc fouvereign Seignour le Roi pur lui fes heires 
& fucceffours Rois d*Engleterre dune parte, & Ic 
honourable Prince Segifmond le Roi des Romains 
pur luy & fes fucceflburs Rois de Romains dautre 
parte nadgaires pris & accordez folone lefFcfte & la 
fourme efpecifiez es lettres patentes noftre dit fo- 
vereigne Seignour cnt faitz & en ceft prefent par- 
liament overtement monftrez & declarez, des qeux 
lettres la tenure cy enfuit. 

Henricus Dei Gratia Rex Angliae, &c. 

Le Roi noftre tres fouvereign Seignour fuis dit 
voillant qe les dits alliances duiflent eftre perpe- 
tuelx u fur tous les chofes contenuz en les dits let- 
tres due et folemne trettee en ceo mefme parlement 
ovefqe tres toutz les Ercevefqes, Evefqes, Dues, 
Countes, & Barouns, & toutz autres eftats Efpiri- 
tuelx & Temporelx & auxint les communes du 
roialme en mefme le parlement aflemblez les dits 
alliances & confederations & toutz les chofes avant 
dits en manere & fourme en les dits lettres patentes 
rccitez de lour comun aflent & confent en le die 
parlement & per Tauftorite dicell qanqe en noftre 
dit fouvereign Seignour eft pur lui & fes heires & 
fucceflburs avant ditz ratifia approuva & confirma 
& de fait ratifie approuve & confirme per yceftes. 



* T7 AIT aflavoir qe le xxi jour de November 
J? Thomas Rckeby Chivaler, Walter de la 
Pool Chivaler, William Baynard Chriftopher de 
Corwen & Robert Darcy envoyez per les com-» 
munes du roialme en ceft prefent parlement efteantx 

t Rot. Pari. 4 Hen. 5. n. 14. 
* Roc. Pari. 2 Hen. 6. n. lo. 

a Mon^ 
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a Monfeignour le Due dc Gloceftrc & a Ics autres 
Seignours Efperituclx & Tcmporelx en mefme la 

Earlement declarerent per le dit William qe touz 
>ur compaignons Ics Chivalers citizens & bnrgois 
venuz a dit parlement pur toute commune du roi- 
alme de tres toutz lour coers remercieront mon dit 
Seignour Due de Gloceftre & toutz les autres 
Seignours fuis dits qe lour pleuft de faire les dits 
communes davoir notice & conizance per declara- 
tion de Monfeignour leChanceler a euxjatard faite 
de la tretee fur les matires touchantes le Roi d'Ef- 
coce movez per entre les dits Seignours & les am- 
baiTatours du roialme d'Efcoce, ceftaflavoir pur la 
deliverance du dit Roi d'Efcoce & des hoftages 
apprendre pur ces coftages ; & auxi pur fa marriage, 
les qeux matiers fembleront as dits communes bones 
& profitables pur noftre Seignour le Roi & dc 
tout fon roialme fils purroient per lour tres fages 
difcretions tendre a bon & final conclufion ; en 
fuppliantz a les Seignours fuifdits qe lour plerroit 
fur la tretee des dits matiers en outre proceder & 
ycelles folone lour tres fages advys & difcrecions 
finalement concluder & ceo fait, de faire les dits 
communes de mefme la conclufion avoir notice & 
conifance a le tres grande confolation & confort fi 
bien deux come de toute la commune du roialme, 

-f- Memorandum, quod vicefimo oftavo die Ja- 
nuarii, anno regni Regis Henrici Sexti poft Con- 
queftum fecundo, concordatum fuit & ordinatum 
de avifamento Dominorum Spiritualium & Tem- 
poralium regni Anglise, & affenfu communitatis 
cjufdem in prsefcnti parliamento exiftentium : quod 
pro inviolabili obfcrvatione & confer\'ationc quo- 
rundum articulorum inter venerabilem patrem 
Wigornise epifcopum, Joannem Stafford thefaura- 
rium Angliae, Williclmum Alnwyk cuftodcm 

t Rot. ?zA. z Hen. 6. n. 27. 

privati 
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privati figilli, legiim dodores -, Radulphiim Domi- 
num de Cromwel, Johannem Pelham militem, 
Willielmum Harynton militem, Robertum Wa- 
terton armigerum, & Johannem Stokes legum 
doftorem, commiflarios five deputatos ipfius 
Domini Regis, & venerabilem patrem Willielmum 
Glalquen. epilcopum ; abbates monafteriorum de 
Tambuflcneth & de Balburmach, Patricium de 
Dunbar de Bele, Robertum de Lawedre de Edryn- 
ton milites ; nee non Egidium de Borthwyck archi- 
diaconum Glafquen. & Patricium de Howefton 
licentiatum in legibus, canonicum Glafquen. am- 
balTiatores & nuncios ex parte regni Scotiae, pro 
liberatione Jacobi Scotorum Regis tranfmiflbs, in 
quodam traftatu inter eos habito appunftuatorum 
qusedam literal patentes fub magno figillo ipfius 
Domini Regis fierent in forma fubfequenti. H E N- 
RICUS Dei gratia Rex Angliae & Franciae, & 
Dominus Hiberniae, univerfis & fingulis, ad quos 
praefentes literal pervenerint, falutem. Noveritis, 
quod cum nos nuper certos noftros commiflTarios 
five deputatos ; viz, venerabilem patrem Wigorniae 
cpifcopum, dileftos clericos noftros Johannem 
Stafford thefaurarium noflxum Anglias, Willielmum 
Alnwyk cuftodem privati figilli noftri, legum doc- 
tores ; Radulphum Dominum de Cromwel, Johan- 
nem Pelham militem, Willielmum Harynton. 
militem, Robertum Waterton armigerum, & 
Johannem Stokes legum doftorem : ipfos feptem, 
lex, quinque, quatuor, aut ipforum tres, fub certa 
forma conftituerimus & ordinaverimus ad conve- 
niendum, traftandum, concordandum, & finaliter 
concludendum cum venerabili patre Willielmo Glaf- 
quen. epifcopoj abbatibus monafteriorum de 
Cambuflcmeth & de Balmurmach, Patricio de 
Dunbar de Bele, Roberto de Lawedre de Edryngton, 
militibus ; nee non * Georgio de Borthwyke archi- 

♦ So in the Record. 
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dincono Glafquen. & Patricio de Howefton licen- 
ciato in legibus, canonico Glafquen. ambaflTiatoribiis 
& nunciis ex parte regni Scotiae, pro liberationc 
cariflimi conlanguinci noftri Jacobi Scotorum Regis 
tranfmiflis, ipfiquc commiffarii & dcputati noftri, 
ac amballiatores & nuncii regni Scotiae fubfequent. 
in numero fulBcienti certis diebus & locis conve- 
nientes, & fuper liberatione pnedidla & aliis ipfam 
concernentibus traftantes & confcrentcs nonnuUos 
articulos inter ipfos concordatos in ea parte ap- 
pundtuaverint ; & inter caetera, quod primo die 
Martii prox, futur, commiflarii noftri, praefatufque 
cariflimus confanguineus nofter Jacobus Rex prae- 
didbus, ac ambafliatores regni Scotiae in ecclefia 
Dunelm. pro ulteriori expeditione & executione 
diftorum articulorum, ut praimittitur appunftua- 
torum convenient, prout in Uteris fuper liujufmodi 
appunduamentis confeftis de dat, London, quarto 
die Deccmbris, anno regni noftri fecundo, ac ligillis 
diftorum commiflariorum & ambafliatorum hinc 
inde (igiliatis, plenius continetur. Nos hujufmodi 
appundtuamenta per di6tos commiflarios noftros, 
noftra audtoritate fadta & conclifa, & ipfos in ea 
parte quatenus nos concernunt inviolabilitcr obfervari 
facere volentes -, ac de prudentia, circumfpedtione, 
fidelitate & induftria venerabilium in Chrifto pa- 
trum, Johannis London. & Thomas Dunelm. epifco- 
porum ac cariffimorum confanguineorum noftrorum 
Henrici Northumberband. Radulphi Weftmorknd, 
Comitum, & Richardi Nevyl gardiani weft march. 
Willielmi Alnwyk cuftodis privati figilli, Thomas 
Domini de Dacre, Johannis Baronis de Greyftock, 
& Roberti Umfravile, odto, feptem, & fex eorum, 
plenarie confidentcs, ipfos odlo, feptem, & fexeorum 
de aflenfu & avifamcnto Dominorum fpiritualium 
& temporalium, ac communitatis regni noftri 
/Uiglix in praefenti parliament© noftro exiftentium, 

fecimus 
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fecimus & conftituimus commiflarios, deputatos^ 
five nuncios noftros, ad conveniendum cum prasfato 
cariffimo confanguinco noftro Jacobo R^ prcdifto, 
& ambafliatoribus pro & ex parte regm Scotias 
quibufcunque deputatis five deputandis, primo die 
menfis Martii prox. futur. in ecclefia Dimelm. prae- 
dicta cum continuatione & prorogatione dierum & 
locorum ex tunc fequentium, fi oporteat. Facien- 
dum, ac ad recipiendum pro fecuritate hujufmodi 
appundhiatorum obfides literas obligatorias, cautio- 
nefque, & alias promifliones & juramenta concordata, 
tam antepracfati cariiTimi confanguinei noftri libera^ 
tionem, quam etiam poll tradenda, liberanda & 
facienda, obfidefque, ac literas, & fecuritates minus 
fiifficientes & invalidas reproband. & recufand. 
atque fiifficientes prsetend. & admittend. & de nu- 
mero & qualitate fervitorum tam Anglicorum quam 
Scotorum, qui cum ipfis obfidibus pro tempore quo 
in regno noftro remanebunt, flrarc debeant concor* 
dand. & appundtuand. nee non ipfiim cariflimimi 
confanguineum noftrum r^cm prasdiftum, juxta 
hujufmodi appunftuata, & ipfbrum, vim, formam 
& cffedtum liber-^nd. & finaliter quoad ipfius per- 
fonam, de poteftate noftra & regno noftro Angliae 
dimittend. omniaque alia fingula faciend. exercend, 
& expediend. quae ad complementum & executio- 
nem praediftorum appunftuatorum hujufmodi ne-r 
ceffaria fuerint, feu quomodolibet opportuna pro-r 
mittentes. Nos de aflenfu & avifamento prasdidkis, 
nos gratum, ratum, & firmum habituros totum & 
quicquid quod per diftos commifikrios noftros 
odto, feptem, & fex eorum, aftum, geftum, five 
factum fuerit in praemiflis, feu aliquopraemiflbrum. 
In cujus, &c. 

♦TTEM, confiderato qualiter cariflimus con- 
Jl fanguineus Domini Regis dux Burboniaa 

♦ Rot. Pari, 8 Hen. 6. n, iz^ 

maxime 
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maxime ut dicebatur, afie&abat ad traffcandum 
cum Domino Reg^ & confilio fuo pro financia & 
redemptione facienda pro deliberatione fua habenda 
qualiter edam idem dux homageum ligtum eidem 
Domino noftro fecit ; ac in membris (bis per di- 
verfas infirmitates, adeo debilis, & ^uafi confraftus 
devenic, quod fe circa a6his guerri nos de castero 
occupare, aut arma in poftcrum gerere, ut creditur 
non valebiL Penfatis fimiliter, & diligenter attentis 
immenfis dampnis & deperditis quas difto Domino 
Rejgi per mortem prefati ducis, fi ipfe ante traftatum 
hujuunodi deficeret, de facili poflent evenire, ac 
etiam quantum financia fua predlfba difto Domino 
noftro Regi proficeret, fi traftatus hujufmodi ef- 
fefhim debitum fortiretur, de avifamento domino- 
rum fpiritualium & temporalium in praefenti parlia- 
mento exiftentium concordatum fuit, ac expediens 
videbatur eifdem^ quod Dominus nofter Rex & 
difhim confilium fuum circa tradatum predifhim 
intenderent cum efieftu. 



Tf- T TEM for as moche as in the tretee of the 
X pees made nought longe agoo bytwyx the 
Kyng of noble memorie Hen. the V*. late our 
foveraigne Lord and his fadrc Charles of Fraunce 
yt ys conteyned that noon of the parties fhall entree 
or make ony tretee of pees or accord with Charles 
the Daufyn withoute the aflent of the eftats of 
bothe remnys that is to fey of Englond and of 
Fraunce. And it is hold for certein that our holy 
fadre the Pope fendeth nowe downe into Fraunce 
the moft reverend fadre in God the Cardinal of 
Seint Crois to tretee the pees bytwyx the Kyng and 
the feyd Daufyn. And alfo the Kyng of Spayne 
fent hider but late agoo his ambafladeurcs which 
•JrRot. Pari. 9 Hen. 6. n. i8. 

3 cntred 
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cntred tretee of pees the which tretee is yit hanging 
betwyx the Kyng our fovereygne Lord and hym 
for theym theyre remnys Lordlhipps and fubgettz^ 
And femblably the Kyng of Scotts hath fend nowe 
hider his folempne amballadeures to tretee a pees 
finale betwyx the Kyng and him and theyre two 
remnys. And as every mon endowed Mryth refon 
may well confydere that nys nought covenable Vf^ 
fyttyng ne lyke to be to the plefire of God ne of 
the world a Criften Prynce to refufe pees of&ed 
with menys rcfonable ne the tretee thcrof yf that be 
defyred of hym the whych by the law of God hym 
owed to perfue and folowe. And alfoo confyderyng 
the burdon of the werre and howegrevous and hevy 
that ys to this londe and howe behofFul therefore the 
pees were to hit. Yt ys ordeyned and advyfed by 
the Lords fpirituelx and temporelx and comyns 
being in this prefent parlement that my Lords of 
Bedford and Glouceflcr and my Lord Cardinal and 
other of the Kyngs blood and of his counfeyl may 
tretee the pees on the Kyngs behalf with the feyd 
partyes or ony other. And yf theym thynk the 
menys of pees ofFred by that other partys covenable 
and good to the Kyng and his fubgettz theine to 
receive hem. And femblably to ofFre for* the Kyngs 
partye menys that fhall be thought to them conve- 
nable and expedient and by fwich menys to conclude 
and accord the pees to Goddes plefure. Saving to 
the fcyde roialme of Englonde and to all the Kyngs 
lieges and fubgettz thereof theyre heires and theyre 
fucceflburs all theyre libertees freedoms laws cuf^ 
tomes and priviledges that they theyre aunceflres and 
predeceflburs haveth had afore this tyme in the feid 
roialme. And that they and itche of theym be 
demened and governed after the laws ufages and 
cuftumes of the feid roialme of Englond and in noon 
otherwjrfe this aft notwithftondyng. 

I — Jamquc 
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♦ — — T AM QUE prefatus Dominus nofter Rex 
J ex fide digna relatione dicit quod pre- 
fatus Dux Burgundias cum prefato adverfario fuo 
Franciae pacem iniit & eidem parti adverfae contra 
didlum dominuni noftnim regem totis viribus fatagit 
adhaerere ficque videtur quod eundem dominuni 
noftrum regem premiflTa trupha & deriforia per 
diftam partem adverfam oblata admittere & nomen 
ftilum titulum & honorem Regis Franciae dimittere 
aut diftum regnum Ilium Francias ac jura & 
Dominia lua ibidem & in Ducatu fuo Normanniae 
armata potentia defendere oportebit ut igitur ideni 
Dominus nofter Rex fuper premiflis ac aliis pro 
defenfione dicti regni fui Anglias neceflariis & oper- 
tunis per ipforum Prelatorum pr9cerum & com- 
munium fanas difcretiones poffit avifari, diftum 
prefens parliamentum ex aflcnfu confiiii llii, fecit 
convocari, &c. 



f ^ AND alfo my fayd Lord of SufFolke 

jTV ^^ ^his his fayd declaration, notified 
to my faid Lords how in his fayd being beyond the 
fee bee the Kings commandment for the caufes 
above faid hee neither uttered ne communed of the 
foecialtie of the matters concerning in any wife the 
laid treaty of peace nor of what manner of thing 
the fame treaty fhouid be, but only referred it to 
our faid fovereigne Lord, and to all thofe the which 
he will call to him in this matter at the comeing of 
the faid ambafliatours into this realme. And alio 
my faid Lord of SufFolke faid at the fame time to 
my fayd Lords, how hee afore that time had opened 
this matter to the King and advartizcd him the 
iame and then the King gave him in commandement 

* Rot. Pari. 14 Hen. 6. n. 2. 
t Rot. Pari. 23 Hen. 6. n. 19. 
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to open the faid matters as well to my fayd Lords 
being in this prefent parliament as to the Commons 
aflembled in the fame parliament in their houfe 
accuftomed ; the which matters fo opened by my 
Lord of Suffolke to my faid Lords by force of the 
Kings commandement he by the fame commande- 
ment the third day of June then next following to 
the faid Commons in their houfe accuftomed in the 
prefence of certaine Lords Spiritual and Temporal 
there then being prefent opened and declared pray- 
ing all the Commons that they would have this in 
their rememberancc that in the wife aforefayd what- 
foever fell for defaute of provifion for that lond that 
thus he had acquitt him to the King apart and to 
all the Lords and hereof he defired an aft to be 
entered in the parliament roll the which was granted 
him. 



* T T E M quidem adhis per prefatum Dominum 
X noftrum Regem ac Dominos & communes fu- 
pradiftos fadlus fuitin parliamento predidto in forma 
fubfequcnti. How hit be that in a treaty of peace 
made betwixt the King of noble memory Henry the 
Fifth fader unto our fovereigne Lord the King and 
his fader Charles of France. *Tis among other 
things conteined that none of the parties fhould 
enter or make any treaty of peace or of accord with 
the Kings Uncle that now is, that time called 
Charles theDaufin, without the aflent of three eftates 
of each reames that is to fay of England and of 
France, which afterwards by parliament in this 
reamewas authorifed in the time of your fayd noble 
fader; the King will by the aflent of his Lords Spi- 
ritual and Temporal and theComyns of this prefent 
parliament that the fayd article {q authorifed be 

* Rot. ibid. n. 24. 
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voyd irrite cafled adnulled and of noe force ne effeft, 
and that no peribn or perfons for his faithful and 
true council given or be given unto the King after 
the witt and grace that God lift to give him or any 
of them Ihall be empeached hurt or greved but 
fliall ftand therefore at all dayes quite and difcharged 
againft him and his heirs and fucceflbrs for ever- 
more ; faving alway to his reame of Englond, and 
to all hb leiges and fubjedb thereof, their heirs and 
their fucceflbrs all their liberties freedoms laws 
cuftomes and privileges that they their aunceflors 
and predeceflbrs have had within this reame afore 
this time except the matter that is comprifed in the 
article abovefaid and that they and each of them 
be demened and governed after the laws ufages 
and cuftomes of this faid reame of Englond and in 
none otherwife this a6t notwithftanding neither that 
ony hurt nor greve in ony wife grow to the comyn 
of this reame their heirs nor fucceflbrs in tiijie to 
come, by force of this prefcnt aft nor by ony thing 
therein contemed. 



B 



U T firft that it was to be remembred 

the eftate and condition that this reame 

ftood in other then it dide at the time of the Kings 
entre to ufe and take upon him his right and title 
as veray and rightful King of Englond. 

For at that time this land was full naked and 
barreyn of juftice, the pees not kept nor laws duely 
miniftred within the fame. And was alfo fpoiled of 
the crown of France the dutchies of Normandy 
Gafcoigne and Guien and alfo with enmete envi- 
rounded and leide about on every fide, as with 
Denmark Spayne Scodand Breteyne and other par- 
ties. And alioo with our old and auntient enemys 
of France. 

X Rot. Pari. 7 Edw. 4. n. 26. 
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And how it was fhen he reported him unto theym 
they untlcrftood ii well ynowe for it appeareth at 
iye and Ihev/eth it lelf thanked bee Almighty God. 
And what the King hath donne to the pcrformeing 
of his fayd intent hee declared that how firft his 
fayd Highnefs had laboured a ftabliihment and pees 
in his own reame. 

And alfo he had concluded with the King of 
Spaine a leige and perpetuell pees with cntrecourfe 
of merchaundife. 

Alfo a pees and leige with the King of Danemark 
and entrecourfe of merchaundife. 

Alfo an amity and entrecourfe of merchaundife 
with his old friends of Almayne. 

Alfo a pees with Scotland for one winter. 

Alfo an amity and leige with entrecourfe of mer- 
chaundife taken with the King of Naples. 

And alfo how that it was in a good way for a 
leige and amity with entercourfe of merchaundife to 
be taken with the King of Arragon, which had been 
doon er that time if the amb^fatours of Arragon 
had had full and fufficient power which he fuppofed 
Ihould be reformed in ftiort time. 

And over that had made an amitie and confede- 
ration with high and mighty Prince the Duke of 
Burgoigne which fliould wedde the Lady Margaret 
the King's fuller. 

And alfo an amity and confederation with the 
Duke of Breteyne which two Dukes been the 
meyhtieft Princes that holden of the crowne of 
Fraunce. 

All which labours confederations and conclufions 
he had laboured and bourne on his great coft and 
charge as well by fending out of ambaflatours as in 
refceiving of am-baffatours for the fame forthwith 
grete and notable rewardes moniways. 

And all thefe labours and matiers he had ufed 
and done at his propre charge as meanes to a prin- 
cipal 



APPENDIX. 117 

cipal intent (that is to fay) to minifh and lefs the 
power of his old and antient adverfary of Frauncc 
the French King whereby his friid Heyhnefs fhuld 
mowe the lightlyer and rather recover his right and 
title to the crowne and lond of Fraunce, and pof- 
feffion of the fame. 

Wherefore his feid Heyhnefle was fully fett and 
purpofed, with the might and help of Almighty 
God, and with the advyfe and afliftens of his Lords 
Spirituell and Temporell, and alfo of the Commons 
of this lond, to proceed and perfourme his faid 
principal intent for the defens of this lond, that is 
to fey, to goe over the fee into Fraunce, and to 
fubdue his grete rebel and adverfary Lowes ufurpant 
King of the fame, and to recover and enjoy the title 
and pofleflion of the feid reame of Fraunce fortlv 
with his Dutchies and Lordifhips of Normandie, 
Gafcoigne, and Guien, and other : and to that end 
and purpole his Heyhnefs is dayly called upon, and 
alfo written and fend unto, by outward Princes as 
the Duke of Burgoigne, which was one of the mocft 
mightieft Princes of the world that beareth noo crowne. 

And the Duke of Bretayne and others fcying 
and promifmg that and he would come and pro- 
cede unto the recovery of his feid right and title they 
would goe and labour with him in their owne per- 
fones for the recovery of the fame at their cofts and 
cxpences. 

For they fey and certifie dayly unto the King's 
Highnefs, that in theyre conceites there was never 
noon of the King's progenitours, or predecefiburs, 
that ever had luch a convenient feafon for the 
recovery thereof as he then hadde if yt were ufed 
in tyme. Whereupon they harken and the tyme 
were not ufed they mooft provide for themfelf. 

For certein it is thoo' Princes be mortal and have 
jio iflue malle j and what chaunge and cafueltc*e of 

I 3 the 



Ii8 APPENDIX, 

the world might fall yf the tymc were not ufcd 
while there were opportunity God knoweth. For 
it is the feying of wife men, that convenient tymc 
and expedient wold alwey be ufed and not loft. 

For time is a grete thing in advantage, and 
better it were to prevent the tyme and occupie the 
faid adverfarie at home, than to fufire him to entre 
this lond and occupie us here. 

For doutlefle and the King goe not thither, 
his faid adverfarie wuld come hither, and what 
pollicy wuld be therein reported hym unto theyr 
wifdomes, defiring the faid Lords ipirituel and 
temporel and comyns confideryng the premifles and 
the ftate that the londe then ftood in. And that 
as whofe feieth the King had then but oone enemy, 
that is to fay the Fraunch King, from whome the 
King our faid foveraign Lord had drawen away by 
meanes the mightieft Princes that held of his faid 
adverfarye as it hath bene above reherfed. And 
fpecially as a meane to his feid principal entent had 
laboured marriage to be had betwixt the faid Duke 
of Burgoine and his fufter. 

Which matter amongft meny of the Lordes 
fpirituel and temporel in his counfaile late hold at 
Coventre was ihewed and declared, which matter 
the King's Highnefle, becaufe they were then prefent 
more plener in nombre, entended then to open 
and declare unto theym by his owne mouth, and 
allbo his entent and difpofition for the recovere of 
his feid title and right to the crowne of Fraunce to 
yeve theyre feid avyfe and counfail unto him in 
that behalfe. 

Confidering moreover and remembring in their 
grete wifdomes his age and habilite } 

And alfo the grete corage and fervens that he 
had to the defens of this his londe, and that he 
wuld Ipend his time in his dayes to the honor of 

the 
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the londe and worfhippe of God, as heretofore his 
noble progenitours had done. 

Confidering alfo the difpoficion of the people of 
this londe how that they muft be occupied. 

And alfbo that the difpofition and entent of his 
feid adverfaiy was to lond and entre this reame. 
And how God had marked and fett the hearts of 
his friends, (traunge Princes outwards, to aflift 
hym, which dayly wrote and fent unto hym for 
the fame it was marvelous to think upon. 

And therefore yf the tymc were not ufed, perad- 
venture thoo that then were friends, might chaunge 
into enemys, were too grete a lofle. 

Thefe caufes and things, and meny other, moved 
the King's Highnefs foe that he might have the 
afliftence of the three eft^es of this lond, and that 
every of them wuld doe his office and duete to 
procede and follow the recovere of his reame of 
Fraunce and lonUhipps beyond the ice for the 
wel furete pees and defens of his lond with the 
grace of GocL 



* 'T* H E King calling unto his tendre remem- 
X brance how that in tymes palled unto now 
of late, the merchants and people of the nation of 
Almayn being under, and of the confederation, ligue, 
and company, called the Dutchie Hanze, otherwife 
called merchants of Almayne, haveing the houfe in 
London commonly called Guildhalda Teutonico- 
rum, have had and ufed free and frrindly commu- 
nication and entercourfe of merchandize vrith his 
fubjeAs of this his noble reame of Englond, and 
they with theym, to the cncrefe avayJe and com- 
monwele erf" both parties, as experience evidcndy 
hath proved. 

^ Rot. ParL 13 Edw. 4. n. 2. 
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And how that fithen the oo partie toke difplca- 
fure ayents that other, grete inconveniences lofles 
and damages have enfued, not onely by meane of 
open werre doone and exercife by either upon other, 
but alfo in withdrawing the accuftomed advantages 
and commodities which elfe fhuld have comen to 
him, his feid fubgettes, and theym alfoo, by free 
intercourfe they bere in his feid reame, and his feid 
lubjetts in their parties and countreys exercifing fete 
of men ' .LT-dize as it is well known. 

In coriiicieration whereof, and to thentent that by 
Godds grace the werre and hoftilite that hath be 
betwixt both parties may utterly feafle and be avoyd- 
ed, the old friendlyhood alfo betwixt them to be 
renoveled in fuch wife as it may abide and endure 
for ever ; 

By thadvyfe and aflent of the Lords fpirituelx 
and temporelx and the comyns in this prefent par- 
lement aflembled, and by auftorite of the fame, 
wolle of his gracious and bounteous difpofition, 
that it be ordeyned eftablifhed and enaifted that 
noon of the fayd merchants, &c. 

— — -Whereunto the fayd merchants of the 
Hanze by their orators have affented and 
agreed, &c. 

Nos confiderantes prasfatos mercatores Aleman- 
niae mercatores Hanze Teutonicse vulgariter nun- 
cupatae in difto regno & dominiis noftris diftis fuis 
privilegiis libertatibus conceflionibus & indultis oc- 
catione guerrarum turbationum & hoftiliatum jam 
nuper inter fubditos noftros & ipfos de Hanza 
predida contigentium deftitutos & exinde tarn 
ipfos quam fubditos noftros multipliciter fuiflc & 
efle leflbs ex certis bonis refpedtibus nos moventi- 
bus de avifamento & aflenfu Dominorum fpiritua- 
liura & temporalium ac communitatis regni noftri 
Anglias in prasfenti parliamento noftro exiftentium 

& 



APPENDIX. 121 

& au6toritate ejufdem parliamenti ac certa noftra 
fcicncia pro nobis & heredibus ac univerfis fuccef- 
Ibribus noftris ipfos mercatores Hanze in priftinuni 
ftatum utendi & fruendi in didlo- noftro Angliae 
regno & aliis locis nobis fubjeftis fupradiftis fuis 
omnibus & fmgulis privilegiis libertatibus conceffio- 
nibus & indultis quae fuerunt aut cfle debuerunt 
fi guerrae turbationes & hoftilitates hujufmodi non 
contigiflent reponenda & integre reftituenda duxi- 
jnus ac tenore prefentium reponimus & integre 
xcftituimus fi quod fiipradidi mercatores Hanze 
predifte & eorum fucceflbres univerfis privilegiis 
libertatibus conceflionibus & indultis fiipradidtis 
uti & frui debeant perpetuis fiituris temporibus eo 
modo quo ufi fiint aut ufi fuiflfent fi predifte 
guerrae turbationes & hoftilitates non accidif- 
fcnt, &c. 
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ARTICLES 
D U T R A I T E 

O* B N T R B 

LA FRANCE ET L*ANGLETERRE 

FA I T 

PAR LB Cardinal MAZARIN 
ET CROMWEL. 

ART. I. 

QUE Ic traitc d'cntrc Henry Ic Grand, la fciic 
Reine Elizabeth, & feu Roi Louis xiij avec 
Jacques Stuart, fuccdSeur de la dite feiie Reine, 
fere rcnouvclle. 

ART. IL 

Que la fbnime de 9 millions de livres preftees 
par la dite feiie Reine Elizabeth avec Henry le 
Grand, feu les interefts liquides a ig millions, 
feront rembourfee a la Republique d'Angleterre, 
comme eftant au lieu & place des fus dits Rois. 

ART. 
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ART. ni. 

Que moyennant le fus dit payemciit la fus dite 
Rq^iblique d' An^eterrc, fournira, & cntredendray 
afes depens 12 navires de gi^rre, dons la Medi- 
terranee, pour y joindre Fannee navale de France^ 
& recevoir les orders de fon Admind, fiir ks 
expeditions qui feront afaire contre TEpagne, & 
fix autres pour croifer la mer de Dunkerk, pour 
y empefcher les vivies. 

ART. IV. 

Que la Repubfique d^An^ieeerre fera oUigee de 
fbumir au Roi de France 40 navires de guerre, 
pour aider a reprendre Dunkerk & Gravelin, & 
iceiles reprifes le dit Roi aflfiflera de ion annee a la 
dite Republique, pour aider a reprendre Oftende & 
Niuport. 

ART, V. 

Qu'il y aura ligue ofFenfive & defienfive entre la 
France & F Angletcrrc, envers touts & contre touts, 
& que le Roi d'Angleteme, le Due de York & de 
Gloucefter, & autres Seigneurs Anglois fortiront 
hors de France, fans dpcrer rentrer tant qe le traitte 
durera, & qu*au regard de la Reine d'Angleterre, 
comme elle eft Fille de France, elle n'y bongera. 
En revanche la Republique d'Angleterre, ne 
recevra, ni donnera aucune rctriate aux ennemis 
de cc*t eftat, 

ART. 
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ART. VI. 

Qu'en toutes les villes & bourgs dc ce royaume, 
ou il y aura des havres, & des ports, la nation 
Angloife y aura coninuncrcc, &ypourrafaire baftir 
des temples pour I'exercife de la religion, & fera 
permis aux Francois de la religion, qui y feronc 
aux environs, d'y faire prefchcr en Francois. 



ART. VIL 

Que les Edits de Janvier & de Nantes feront 
executez felon leurs formes & teneurs & toute la 
nation Angloife demeurera caution pour Texecution 
des dits edits. 
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THE 

TRUE PICTURE 

O P 

A MODERN WHIG, &c. 

WHIGLOVE AND DOUBLE. 

fFbig- O IR, I am glad to meet you at Garraways. 
love. \^ I was coming to your houle« 

Double. And I came hither on purpofe to find 
you : *Tis very early, and there is no body upon 
the Exchange; when you have drunk your tea, if 
you pleafe let us take a turn there. Pray when do 
you think of going into the country ? 

fVbigUfve. In three days at fartheft ; but I was 
refolvcd not to ftir till I had received your particular 
direfbions how I (hall behave mylelf in my progrels. 

DouMe. What circuit have our noble friends 
allotted you ? 

U'lnglove. I am ordered for Kent and Suflex , 
Coufm Rattlehcad went yefterday for Eflex, Suffolk 
and Norfolk •, Mr. Selfilh and Mr. Proje6t have all 
the north committed to their care; befides the 
common concern, they have bufinefs of their own, 
they are gone to look upon fome eftates that are to 
be fold, and have a great deal of mony to lay out. 

Double. Indeed they have made a fine hand of 
thcfe times, you and I knew them both ten years 

ago 
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ago not worth a groat, and now each of them has 
his threefcore thoufand pound ready for a purchafe. 

TVhiglove. And the wonder is, they have got all 
this in little fneaking employments, which hereto- 
fore did not afford a man a bottle of claret at night. 

Double. Well much good may do their hearts, 
for though they have notorioufly cheated the King 
and kingdom, they are very honeft and hearty to 
us. There is no lye never fo grofs they are not 
willing to fpread abroad to carry on our defigns. 
They difpcrie news, rail at Ibme, and cry up others, 
juft as they are direfted ; and to fpeak truth, there 
are not two men in England that do more fervicc 
to the party, 

fVbiglove. I wifti we had fome more fo qualified 
to make a progrefs through the other counties ; but, 
I am forry to fee it, there are a great many who 
though they have made their fortunes among us, 
are ready to change fides. Have not you been told 
at whofe houfe Mr. Rakeall and Mr. Plunder were 
the other day cringing ? There are not two more 
worthlefs rogues in the kingdom. One of them 
was raifed from nothing by my Lord O. my Lord 
H. put the other in a way to make a prodigious 
fortune, which he has done, and yet foriboth they 
muft be creeping to the new minifters. I fhould 
be glad to fee fuch rafkals as poor as Will. KiUigrcw. 

Double. Look you friend mine do not be troubled 
at this -, it is the principle of us Modern Whigs to 
get what we can, no matter hov/. But if the other 
fide prevails, we muft ftrike in with them, how- 
ever this muft be our laft ihift ; in the mean while 
let us do what we caa to keep up our party, for 
men of our principles can never thrive lb well under 
any new miniftry as we did by iiie laft, our en 
deavours therefore muft be to briiig them once 
more Into play for manv reafons. They made ufe 

of 
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of none but fuch as were of our flamp and kidney; 
we had all the places and preferments, and then 
you know how kindly they winked at our cheating 
the publick, and if any of us were caught tripping 
how bravely did they defend us in the houte of 
commons. Have they ever fuffered any of us to 
be brought to condign punifhment ? When any of 
the country-puts had a mind to fave the nation in 
its taxes, and to inquire into abufes, and into the 
expence of the mony they had granted, did not our 
noble friends always baffle them and their inquiries, 
and bring us off triumphantly ? 

WhigUroe. i know you wiU never fee fuch brave 
times as you had under them, it rained gold and 
filver, you wallowed in the peoples wealth, and if 
you could have held it ten years longer, you had 
bought all thoie country boobies out of their eftates, 
who were wont to roar at you in Stephen's chappeL 
Double. Well, all may be retrieved if we arc 
ftirring, and if we can but get the conunon people 
to be a little more of our fide; nor is this 
hard to be done if we proceed to lye and rail ftoutly, 
and if we continue to out-face truth and reafon with 
our wonted confidence* 

WTnghve. I (hall do my part if others will like- 
wife fet their hands chearAiUy to the ploughs 

Double. That you need not fear, want of dili- 
gence has never been imputed to our party* 
Lazinefs is the fault of the other fide* Did we not 
beftir our felves finely towards the latter end of this 
laft feffions ? Every body gave us for gone, we 
cxpeAed to be called to accompt for all our former 
rogueries, we dreamt of nothing but pillories, 
halters and axes, and yet you faw what an after- 
game we played by only devifing a few lies which 
were ^read feafonably through the kingdom ; We 
took advantage of the fears people were under to 
Vol. IV. K fee 
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fee France and Spain united ; and though, under 
the rofe, the partition-treaty our noble friends had 
made with Count Mallard the French Ambaffador 
did throw Spain into the French power, and was 
the occaiion of that curfed will which is like to 
bring fo many mifchiefs upon Europe-, and though, 
to confefs the truth, the management of our party 
has made France fo great, yet we found means by 
fome or other of our faftion in the city, and in all 
the burrough- towns of England, to lay the whole 
blame upon the new minifters, and upon the houfe 
of commons. We bellowed every where (though 
we had not the leaft proof of it, nay though we our 
felves knew the contrary) That the new minifters 
kept off the parliament, that the houle of com- 
mons would give the king no fupplies, that they 
were all bribed by France -, and though our bell 

friend the Ch r had but a few months before 

writ word to the King, " That there was a dead- 
*' nefs and want of fpirit in the nation univerfally, 
" fo as not at all to be difpofed to the thoughts of 
*' entring into a new war ; and that they feemed to 
** be tired out with taxes to a degree beyond what 
*' was difcerned, until it appeared upon occafion 
" of the late elcftions ;" yet we roared every where 
for entering hand over head into immediate war. 

Whiglove. But were not we a little too hot in that 
matter to defire a war fliould be proclaimed before 
any alliances were concerned, while all our merchants 
efrefts were abroad, and before our fleet was in any 
kind of readinefs ? Might not fo fudden a quarrel 
with our neighbours have hurt the nation very much ? 

Double, Prithee what is the nation to us, pro- 
vided our friends get into power, and are in a 
condition to make us thrive ? If you talk or think 
of the public good, you will never become a right 
Modern Whig. Did not this crying-out for a war 

work 
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work to our ends ? Had it not like to have fet the 
nation in a flame ? Did it not make the people begin 
to fufped all the beft patriots ? Was it not fo 
ordered, that all they who withftood our madnefs 
were efteemed to be in the intereft of France ? Did 
not we get a good fawcy petition from your county 
of Kent ? Were not hands gathering for petitions in 
fcveral other counties ? Did we not fo impofe upon 
the grave city of London, as to lole our petition 
but by one voice in the common council ? If the 
frolic had gone round the nation as was intended, 
had we not fair hopes of making an irreconcileable 
difference between the rabble and the houfe of 
commons ? So that by talking big for a foreign war, 
we had no ill profpeQ: of ftirrftig up a civil war at 
home, which is our true aim, and which indeed we 
want at prefent ; for to deal plainly with you, in 
whom I dare confide, our party did behave them- 
fclves in fuch a manner while they were in power, 
they did rob the nation to that degree in all the 
ftations they were in, and tliey are anlwerable for 
fo many crimes ; that we have but two things to 
truft to, we muft either bring our friends again into 
play, who will protedt us, or we muft raife feditions 
and tumults, during which we may hope to pafs 
unregarded, or at leaft unpuniflied, 

Whiglove. I ftand corrcdled, and allow you had 
reaibn to go on precipitately to a war ; for you had 
raifed a noble ferment in the nation, a competent 
number of the people were ripe for any mifchief, 
and you had got a good ftiare of the mob of your 
fide, even againft a houfe of commons, which h irdly 
ever happened before in England. And when I 
confider thefe things, I cannot but wonder how 
matters came to end fo quietly. 

Dcuble. You (hall fee that prefently. But firft 
let me tell you our defign was well laid : We drew 
a fword upon the houie of commons that had two 

K 2 edges. 
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edges. If by our petitions we had frighted them 
into an immediate rupture with our neighbours, it 
had been called our war, and by the ftrength of 
our faftion we had then brought our friends into the 
whole management of it. On the other hand, if 
they had flatly oppofed us, and declared for 'peace, 
we would have made Jacobite and French Penfioner, 
fo ring through the whole kingdom, that a diffolution 
fhould have been unavoidable, which if we could 
have obtained, the game had been our own, for, 
in fuch a heat as an abrupt diflblution occafions, 
we Ihould have made the people believe that the 
French and Popery were coming in if all our bribed 

band of my Lord S rs's and my Lord H — ^ — *x*s 

tools and flatterers were not eleded. And if we 
could but have feen fuch an another parliament as 
that which fat fix years, and as that which followed, 
we had fo efl:ablifhed ourfelves that nothing could 
have fliakcn us for the future. 

fVbiglove. All this was well laid ; it remains to 
fhew how your meafures came to be broken. 

Double^ The temperate proceedings of the houfe 
of commons blew thefe fine projeftions of ours into 
fii-oak* They encountered our noife and fury with 
ledatc gravity and wifdom. They defpifed our 
libels and fcurrilous difcourfes ; fo that we whom 
oppoficion would have rendered confiderable, became 
nothing when the humour was fuffered to fpend 
it felf without being regarded. The truth of it is, 
there is Seymour, Mulgrave, and five or fix old 
ftagers of them, who mind popular clamours no 
more than the whiflling of the wind; and fo they 
perfue what appears to them honourable and fafe 
tor England, they value not of a button all that we 
can write or fp^ak. This calmnefs, I fay, of the 
houfe of commons, did quite put us befide all our 
play, we hoped our infolence, and the invafions 
which were clfewhere made upon their priviledges, 

would 
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would have put them upon fomc warm way of 
vindicating their rights: we hoped, that as their 
anceftors had done upon die like occafions, they 
would have ftoped fhort, and give no more fup- 
plies rill full fatisfadion had been made for the 
repeated affronts done to their authority; but 
inftead of this, and inflead of being in the 
flame we wifhed for, they went ftcddily on in pro- 
viding for the kingdom's fafety, and in fupplying 
the King with five and twenty hundred thoufand 
pound, all upon good funds, which is more than 
any of our Princes ever had in a year of peace. 
But that which moft of all confounded us, was 
their laft addrefs, where they fay, ** That they 
** will be ready on all occafions to aflift his Majefty 
•* in fupporting fuch alliances as his Majefty Ihall 
" think fit to make in conjunftion with the Emperor 
** and States General, for the prcfervation of the 
*« liberties of Europe, &c.'* For the King, for- 
tifyed by this ftrong refolurion of his people, has \\ 
in his power to efpoufe the houfe of Auftria's 
quarrel, and to engage us in a war, if he thinks 
war neceflary at this time for the prefervation of the 
liberty of Europe. This vote is an evidence that 
the commons truft the King, and his Majefty's 
fpeech at the clofe of the feflTions, is a proof that 
the King was fully fatisfyed with the proceedings 
of his commons, Thefe tranfaftions made things 
conclude fo quietly, to our great difappointment ; 
fo that we have no game now to play, but by new 
lies and inventions, to raile frefli animofities in the 
kingdom. 

Whiglove. But pray tell me, the commons having 
in this manner encouraged the king to enter inrq 
new alliances, and with the Emperor, and the 
Emperor having drawn his fword in Italy, will not 
England be brought in at laft ? and have we not 
K 3 fair 
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fair hopes of a war which you feem fo much to 
wifli for ? 

Double. The parliament no doubt will Hand by 
the alliances they have advifed gnd addrefled for : 
But what good will that do us ? A war upon a right 
foundation will profit us nothing. Your Seymours, 
your Mufgraves, your Jack Hows, your Harlcys, 
your Harcourts, your Foleys, your Copleys, your 
Mackv/orths, Bromlys, Levifon Gowers, Bridges*s, 
your Byerlys, Hammonds, and your Showers, will 
all come into fuch a war, and Ihine in the houfe of 
commons at the head of fuch a bufmefs -, but our 
party can reap no advantage but by a long, bloody 
and expenfive war, begun and carried on againft 
all right and reafon : v/e want fuch a war as nobody 
in the nation but ourfelves will be willing to fup- 
port, and then we fliall have the fingering of all the 
money that muft be given to maintain it, which is 
what we would be at. As for example, a war to 
have juftified the partition treaty would have done 
our work, for that was a matter few in parliament, 
but men of our (lamp, would have enga^d in : or 
we could like well enough a war to juftify the 
Emperor in his pretenfions to the whole luccefliort 
of Spain, though all fober men will think that not 
very feafible. 

JVhiglove. I am glad you have given me this hint ; 
you would have me then fay in the countries where 
I go, that nothing will do but quite to dethrone 
the Duke of Anjoli. 

Double. Yes by all means cry up that projcft; it 
is true, grave people may laugh at you, and tell 
you it is not fo eafily to be done ; but if they do, 
v/hifper it about that they are Jacobites and French 
Pcnfioners -, and at every turn when you want an an- 
fwer, be fure to have thofe words ready in your mouth. 

fVhigiove. I (hall learn my leflbn. But will a war 
upon no other foot ferve our ends ? 

Double^ 
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Double. Take it from me. Sir, nothing elfe will 
do. But put the cafe now that the intentions of 
thofc who govern at prefent be to make war with 
the French, unlefs they remove their troops out of 
all the Spaniih dominions whatfoever, and give the 
Dutch a fuiHcient and a fafe barrier, and unlefs they 
will give the Emperor reafonable iatisfaftion, and 
fuch a part of the Spaniih fucceflion, as may make 
the houfe of Auftria more a balance to the French 
power : if that be the fcheme, let me tell you the 
country gentlemen will unanimoufly come into it i 
they will be one and all for fuch a juft and reafon- 
able war, and there will be fuch a ri^ht underftand- 
ing between the King and his hpulc of commons, 
as muft end inevitably in the calling our noble 
friends to a ftridl account for all their paft pro- 
ceedings. 

PFbiglwe. Indeed, Sir, we are all fatisfied that 
nothing makes more for the intereft of our party 
than that there fhould be a conftant difagreement 
either between the two houfes, or between the King 
and his houfe of commons. 

Double. You take the thing juftly. But by the 
way, left I forget it, remember every where to cry 
up the partition treaty. They will perhaps fay it 
hath been damned by both houfes of parliament; 
no matter for that, do you reply, they condemned 
it before they underftood it rightly ; and then flirug 
up your fhoulders, and cry, *' I wifh we had it now, 
" it were better France had a pare than the whole % 
*' I wifli the Dauphin had Naples and Sicily, his 
" father will have all : I warrant you, the Arch^ 
♦' duke would be glad at prefent to have Spain 
*' and the Weft Indies." For though all this is 
noth.ng but fallacy, and though the part allotted 
to the French would fodn have made them certain 
matters of the whole, yet what I bid you fay will 
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pais well enough among many of the fools you are 
to converfc with. 

fVhigkve. Truly, Sir, I am very much beholden 
to you for the light you give me ; but you are at 
the fountain-head. I am glad to drink of the water 
that runs below ; you keep all the beft company ; 
I fee our noble friends^ when they do us the honour 
to come to Garraway's, take you along with them 
to dinner, at Puntack's, or at the Rummer, where 
they open to you all the myftcries of ftate. 

Double, Their Lordfhips are indeed communi- 
cative enough, and extremely civil, efpecially when 
they are under advcrfity of any kind. They were, 
perhaps, a little too haughty when they had all in 
their hands, but now they are as kind and familiar 
^ you would wilh them. But I gad they dare not 
be otherwife to me, I know them infide and outfide ; 
I am mafter of all their private affairs; I am privy 
to all the corruption in their refpedive offices •, moft 
of their bribes went through my hands; I know the 
bottom of the tranfaftion with Michael Godfrey, 
when the bank of England was fet up ; I was the 
go-between when the new Eaft-India company was 
erefted ; I could tell you what Lords perfuaded 
Seignoret, and the other French merchants to plead 
guilty to their impeachments ; I know the whole 
matter of the prize office ; I can tell you who was 
to have had Helmfly, if the Bill had pafled againft 
Duncombe, and who were to have ihared all the 
reft of his mannors. The knowledge of thefe and 
many other things makes me feared and valued by 
the whole party. And take this for a rule, if you 
would be rcfpefted by great men, you muft wind 
yourlclf into all their dangerous fccrets. Befides, I 
have good ftore of money in my pocket ; and he 
who has that fliall be efteemed and courted, let Jiis 
birth be never fo mean, or his life never fo in- 
famous. 

JVbiglovi^ 
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Wbiglove. This has been a happy Revolution to 
you, Mr. Double, for if I am not mifinfonnedy 
matters are well mended with you of late years. 

Double. They arc fo, thanks to my induftry. I 
am now worth 50,000 pound, and 14 years ago I 
had not fhocs to my feet- 

fVbighve. This is a ftrange and fudden rile* 

Double. Alas ! it is nothing, I can name you 50 
of our friends who have got much better fortunes 
fince the Revolution, and from as poor beginnings. 

WUglave. It would ferve as a good inflruftion, if 
you would pleafe to let me know how you did rife 
xn the world. I am a gentleman born to fome for^ 
tune and have good relations, yet I can do nothing, 
and rather grow worfe than better in my eftate, 
notwithftanding that all along I have been as hearty 
a whig as the beft of you. 

Double. That is true, but you have been always 
a whig out of principle, and we have no regard for 
fuch people at all, they are volunteers that will 
ferve us tor nothing ; we value none but thofe who 
are whigs out of interelt, and who, like captain 
BefTus in tht play, are ready to do any thing, good, 
bad, or indifferent, that may promote our defigns. 
I will lay you a guinea you think I was always a 
whig. 

IVhnglove. Truly, Sir, I ever took you for an 
original ftaunch whig, and for one who had defpifed 
the church, and mifliked kingly government from 
your very cradle. 

Double. Alas ! you are utterly miftaken, and if 
you can make any profit from example, I will give 
you a fhort narrative of my whole life. I was firft 
lx)und to a ihoemaker in London, and being an 
impudent young rogue, I got into the gang of loyal 
apprentices that addrefled to King Charles ITd, and 
I was one of thofe who were treated with Hide-Park 
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ventfon at the Wonder Tavern. My grandmother, 
who fold barley-broth and furmity by Flcet-<litch, 
died and left me 300 pound, with which I iet up 
for a gentleman and a ^ark ; and I was fa remark- 
able a Tory^ that 1 got a place in the cufloms of 
about JOG pounds a year. But in King James's 
time, thecommiflioners of the cuftoms detefted me 
in a notorious fraud, and turned me out, upon 
which I became a male-content. 

WTyiglove. I remember now the firft time I faw 
you was in the beginning of King Jamt:s's reign, at 
the Amfterdam Coffee-houfe, where one that had 
been a fervant to King Charles lid, was fo uncivil 
as to ftrike you 16 or 17 times with a cane for rail- 
ing at his dead matter ; which rebuke you bore with 
a temper well becoming your wifdom. 

Double. I have not forgot that paffage. But to 
go on with my ftory. From the time I loft my 
office, I became a furious whig, and as long as my 
money lafted, I went to all the difcontented clubs 
in town, where we drank confufion to the Govern- 
ment, and talked treafon dagger out of (heath. 
But I was ftill fo wife to fet down in writing when I 
came home, what had pafled among us. 

fVhiglove. Why did you that ? 

Double. To be fafe ; for with thofe materials I 
was prepared to be a witnefs in cafe any one of us 
had been taken up ; and to have faved myfelf, I 
was ready to hang all my companions. 

IVhiglove. It was indeed a piece of caution our 
party has always obferved, nor have they been after- 
wards a jot the worfe thought on for it. 

Double. My grandmother's legacy was foon Ipent, 
and at laft I was reduced to that neceflity, that I 
was forced to be a corrector of a private prefs in a 
garret, for 3 (hillings a week ; and in this miferable 
condition did I UnguiQi for near 3 years \ but at 

laft 
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laft fortune vouchfafed to ^ve me a favourable finile, 
and it was juft the week after the King landed ac 
Torbay. I had eat nothing all day, and had not 
a farthing in my pocket, but knew an ale-houfe 
where I could have credit for a black pudding and 
a pot of ale ; thither I ftole about 6 at night, and 
/ound fitting at the kitchin-fire, fhioaking his pip^ 
an Eilex gentleman, who was formerly uled to 
haunt Richard's Coffee-houfe : he was half feas 
over, and I perceived had been drinking the Prince 
of Orangp's health. With my familiar confidence I 
prdently accofted him \ Mr. Aletope, faid I, I am 
mighty glad of the honour to meet you here. He 
knew me, but Irnng me in fuch a Ihabby drefs, he 
received me fbmewhat coldly, upon which I drew 
him mto a comer of the room and whiipered to 
him that I was now in difguife ; that for 2 years 
I had been abroad, in Rome, in Germany, and in 
Holland, to carry on the good work ; that I was 
juft come from Exeter with letters from our friends 
in the Weft. I told him I was going back to-mor- 
row morning with bills of exchange for 150,000 
pounds, and with letters from 45 Lords. In (hort, 
I told him above an hundred impofllble ftories and 
lies, all which he liftened to gravely, and (wallowed 
greedily ; and when I had done, he began to think 
me a perfon. of fome importance. Mr. Double, 
faid he, will you do me the honour to take a difh 
of meat and a glafs of wine at my lodgings. I 
leemed unwilling, and that I was to rife early; but 
at laft I yielded to his importunity, and thither I 
went. His fervant was out of the way, and no 
wine was to be had : Come, faith he, let us have a 
game at back-gammon till the butler can be fent 
tor ; I knowing his itch to play, and how unfkilful 
he was at it, readily clofcd with the motion, but 
told him, I had been ufed to deep play abroad, and 

would 



140 The true Figure 

would not touch the dice unlcfs he would play three 
up for twenty guineas : this ftartled my country 
gentleman -, but being warm with wine, he cried. 
Come it is a match. 

Whigkve. I hope you had faifc dice about you 5 
for I remember our friends 20 years ago never went 
without their tackle, and made no fcruple to cheat 
their deareft acquaintance die young whigs of their 
own party. 

Double. I was not unprovided : my bubble was 
not drunk enough for me to bring in my falfe dicc^ 
and I loft 4 games running, but at laft fupper and 
the butler came to my relief. While we were at 
table, I entertained him with the correfpondence I 
held with all the Princes of Europe •, I told him I 
had lain three whole nights with the Duke of Lor- 
rain -, that I and the Eledor of Brandenburg were 
fvvorn brothers ; that I had made the laft Duke of 
Saxony drunk 46 times; that I bad given the 
Emprefs a ball at my lodgings in Vienna, where 
the Emperor himfelf dancSi a minuet -, I told him 
I received letters every poft iroca Pope Odefcalchi. 
In ftiort, I made myfclf in a manner the only con- 
triver of the Revolution, the fole manager of all 
affairs abroad and at home, and that all employ* 
ments would be at my difpofal ; But between every 
ftory I plyed my Eflexcalf with a bumper. When 
fupper was ended, he told me he had a mind to 
fome little place of about 1000 pound a year, which 
he might execute by a deputy, for that he hated 
bufinefs, and begged my intereft to get it for him^ 
with that I kifled him, and fwore by G-d he (hould 
have it j after which he called for the tables, and 
bad me win back my four games if I could. 

fPTfighvi. By that time I mppofe he was fo drunk 
that you could fafely make ule of your tackle. 

Double. Yes faith, the bar quatre trays, the high 
and low dice were all in their turns, and at laft the 
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doftors themfclvcs were made ufe of. Not to be 
tedious, he loft 200 guineas, which he paid me 
immediately out of his fcrutore,but with five or fix 
deep fighs. To cure this melancholy, I fwore to 
him, when things were fettled, he mould be the 
firft man I would have in my thoughts for an em- 
ployment ; upon which we parted, he full of hopes, 
and I full ot money, 

fVbiglove. This was a lucky adventure. 

Doubk. It proved fo, as you fliall fee in the fo- 
queL With this money I new rigged myfelf, from 
top to bottom, and foon after 1 went, very well 
mounted, to meet the Prince at Windfor : there no 
man was perter than myfelf; I gave out I was an 
old whig that had been perfecuted and turned out 
of bufinefs for adhering to the Proteftant Intereft, 
and for refufing to take off the teft and penal laws ; 
I faluted every Lord I met there as familiarly as if 
we had been bred up together -, I took Shrewfl^ury 
by the hand, and welcomed home Macklesfield and 
Mordaunt; I valued myfelf, with a loud voice, 
upon my fcrvices and fuflferings : at every turn, I 
cried, We have done thus and thus, and we muft do 
fo and fo, or elfe we are loft •, fuch a one muft be 
Secretary ; we will have fuch a one in the treafury. 
By this afluming, and by my arrogant behaviour, I 
fo recommended myfelf (efpecially to the ftrangers 
that came over) that in two days nobody was more 
carefled and taken notice of than honcftTom Double. 

fVhiglove. This was well wrought in fo ftiort a 
time. 

Double, When we came to St. James's, I was 
always thrufting myfelf into the prelence, and was 
never two yards from the Prince's perlbn. I was 
the more encouraged to this, becaufe I faw very 
many fcoundrels like myfelf do the fame. One day 
J had the impudence to offer to fit down to dinner 

with 
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with his Highncfs : but a gentleman who knew mc 
better than the reft did, whifpered me in the car, 
and faid, Ybu faucy rafcal, fall back into the crowd, 
and get you gone, or I will take a time to have you 
cudgelled and pumped; upon which I withdrew 
fomewhat daunted, but not a bit afhamed. 

Whigkve. This check would have ipoiled mc for 
ever for a courder. 

Double. I gad it made no impreflion at all upon 
me ; I was at court next day as briik as any body 
there ; I bragged of my intereft in the city, and 
with the party; I never had a Icfs fum in my mouth 
than 3 or 400,000 pound ; I told them I could 
bring in five or fix friends of mine that ftioukl lend 
the government that and more. And in the city 
I told them what Duke I had dined with ; what 
Lords were to fup with me ; that I had been the 
day before three hours with fuch a minifter fliut up in 
his clofet : and by vapouring in this manner, and 
by giving myfelf thefe airs or power and greatnefs, 
I made fuch a figure, that my lodgings were fo 
crowded that he thought himfelf happy who could 
get a whifoer with me in a corner of the chamber ^ 
tome I ufcd fcurvily, and they cringed loweft ; to 
others I faid gravely their bufinefs could not be 
done; this doubled their attendance and gifts. 
Others I received with open arms, and told them 
they fhould be difpatched in fix days. In ftiort, I 
had clients of ail kinds ; fome of King James's 
delinquents applied to me to get them pardons : 
but I had vaft numbers of people came to me to 
find out employments for them, none of which was 
contented with a lefs place than 5 or 600 pounds a 
year. I remember among the reft, there was 3 
dapper young lawyer who came to me in a tattered 
gown from Weftminfter, and ftole 20 guineas into 
my hand, dcfiring that my honour would be pleafed 

to 
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to make him a judge; and that when he had the 
place, I fliould have 30 more. I took his money, 
and undertook his bufinefs. But what I got moft 
by was finding out crown4ands for others to beg : 
I had a ragged regiment of projeftors and of offi- 
cers, that had been difcharged for rogueries com-* 
niitted in the exchequer, and in other offices ; thefe 
met every night at an ale-houle near Whitehall : I 
gave them now and then 5 pound, and they dif- 
covered to me, as they called it, where the King 
had manors, demefnes, or fee-farm rents, and where 
there were old debts due to the crown; thefe I 
handed to favourites, Lords, and great men : they 
found means to get grants of them, and I had my 
fnack. By thete and other tricks, in about 12 
months time, I had picked up 5000 pound. 

Wbighve. How did your clients fare in the mean 
while, whofe money you had taken ? 

Double. That never troubled my thoughts, fomc 
of them are ftarvmg at this inftant ; feveral of them 
did get places, and thofe I made believe it was by 
my procurement, though in truth moft of them 
had no other recommendatiorf but their notorious 
roguery. Well, when I had got fuch a fum in my 
pocket, I took a houfe, and fet up my coach : and 
when the convention was diflblved, it came into my 
head, that the beft way to raife my fortune, was to 
get myfelf chofen parliament-man ; for I was dil- 
ceming enough to fee what card would turn up 
trump. Down therefore I went into Cornwal in a 
good equipage, and with ftore of guineas in my 
purfe. 

Wbighve. But you did not fucceed in that un- 
dertaking ? 

Double. No, I was difappointed by an unlucky 
chance. I had fecured the eledion, and bribed the 
majority of the corporation, and was huzzaed into 

the 
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the burrough : but, as the devil would have it, one 
who had been my fellow-apprentice knew me ; and 
as foon as he faw my calafh flop, he came bawling 
up, took me by the hand, and cried, Honeft Tom 
Double, thou art welcome, who thought to fee thee 
in Comwal ? My eledors ftarcd to fee him fo fami- 
liar with their member, and began to fhove him 
away •, but he would not take it fo, and growing 
angry, bellowed out. What a plague do you think 
I do not know Tom Double ? Why he and I were 
fellow-apprentices with Jack liaft the Ihoemaker in 
Fleet-ftreet. I took upon myfelf to be mighdly 
affronted, and fain would have out-faced the man. 
He perfifted in his ftory, I to deny it ; but truth 
has fomething in it irrefiftable, he was believed, and 
I was thought an impoftor, and the rabble began 
to hoot me. 

fFhiglove. What did you do then ? 

Double. I bore up as well as I could, and went 
to my inn. But at night the mayor came and told 
me there was an uproar in the town, and a plot to 
tofs me in a blankejt next day, if I did not get 
away as fail as I could. I gave credit to his intel- 
ligence, and ftole out of the burrough next morn- 
ing by 3 a clock. 

JVbigiGve. 1 o what did you betake yourfelf when 
you came to town ? 

Double. I had thruft myfelf into a general ac- 
quaintance, and for fome time I drove a trade of 
getting people to lend money to the government j 
per manus Double was very well known in the trea- 
fury ; the premios I fhared with the lender, many 
more did the fame, and by this we fleeced the 
publick bravely. 

JVhiglove. Thofc were gallant times for fuch as 
had induflry. 

Double. When Ireland was reduced, I fent for 
three proling fellows from Dublin, with direftions 

they 
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they fhould bring over with them ah account of all 
the belt Irifli foriFeitures \ which when I had, I ap- 
plied myfelf to fuch at court as had power and 
intereft enough to obtain grants of the hke nature^ 
The courtiers had agreed to divide this fpoil among 
them, but I took care to come in for my (hack of 
the booty : and indeed I deferved a good reward^ 
for I helped them to model and dreS up all the 
particulars, in which we impofed upon the govern* 
ment abominably : we reprefented eftates of 3 or 
4000 pound a vear to be but little pedling farms, 
which would hardly afford potatoes for an Irilh 
bogtrotten But I mud own I never undertook any 
thing in which I got fo much, with fo little pains ; 
for they who were then at the helm had mod of them 
fixne work of their own to do, they had fbmething 
to beg for tbemfelves, and therefore they were afraid 
to look too ftrifUy into the pretenflons of otlier 
men : they never examined into the merits of the 
pretender, nor the value of the gift ; all we faid 
was taken for granted, we did what we pleafed, and 
had what we alked for, and I can aflure you thefe 
Irifh grants did yield me and ibme others an excel* 
lent crop. 
IVbiglove. I fee you have been in at alU 
Double. So they muft do that would thrive. All 
thefe tranfa£tions had made me well known to the 
treafury, and every morning by 8 I was whifpering 
proje&s in fome of their ears, which they by one a 
clock the fame day opened to the houfe ot commons, 
as fchemes forfooth of their own forming : but I 
did not take this ill, I found my account in it. 
Other fervices I did -, it was I put Tom Neal upon 

the million lottery. F 1 O w had never 

thought of his leather-tax but for me. The malt- 
duty, the window-tax, and the tax upon births, 
burials, and marriages, were the ofF-fprings of my 
Vol. IV. L brain. 
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brain. You had never had the bank of En^and if 
I had not introduced Michael Godfrey to the ac- 

qu^ntance of Charles M c. "Without me S— 

S d had never ^t his new £afl-India company* 
Over a bottle of wine one night I opened to Sir 
John Foch the capitation whimfey, and he got it 
next day handed into parliament. And though a 
great man pretends now to have devifed the exche- 
quer bills, they had never been dreamed on, if it 
had not been for me and poor Mordecai Abbot. 

IFhiglove. I always underftood we whigs had 
been the devifers of the new taxes and remote funds, 
but did not know till now the fliare you have had 
in it. 

Double. I have done my part, and think I have 
reafon to pretend to a great deal of merit. For 
what had become of our party, if it had not been 
for thcfc projefts ? It is true, we have run the na- 
tion over head and ears in debt by our funds, and 
new devices, but mark what a dependance upon 
our noble friends, this way of raifmg money has 
occafioned. Who is it flicks to them but thote who 
are concerned in tallies and the new ftocks ? The 
plain countiy gentleman, who has nothing to truft 
to but his eftate, is for having them callal to an 
account for robbing the nation ; but we, who through 
their means, have fo many years got 15 and 20 per 
cent, for our money, and who by their help have 
had fo many other ways of raifmg ourfelves, cry up 
their innocence, and long to fee them again at the 
helm, that under their countenance and protedion 
we may once more fleece the kingdom. Take this 
for a rule, if you fee any man very hot for them in 
the country, he or his relations are engaged in the 
annuities 5 and they whom you hear roaring fo for 
them in the city, are fuch as have ftock-jobbed 
tallies at 30 or 40 per cent, profit. For we have 
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taken care to infinuate to all thofe who have dealt 
with the exchequer, that the 18 millions England 
now owes will never be paid unlefs they are rcftored 
to the miniftry, and you mud be fure to fpread this 
about in the country as you travel. 

Wbi^lovt. But I doubt it will pafs upon very 
few ; tor many are apt to fay, if they had continued 
in their pofts a few years longer, inftead of paying 
former debts, they had run us in debt 1 8 millions 
more. 

Double. I am of that opinion ; but that is not 
your bufinefs -, you arc to lye roundly and impu- 
dently for your friends, and as for believers you 
muft leave that to chance. 

Wbiglove. Well, I will pulh this a? far as it can 
go. But pray finifh your narrative. 

Doubk. The mafter-piece of my dexterity re- 
mains behind. You know I was a receiver of the 
txxRS towards the latter end of the year 1692. 

Wbiglove. I remember it very well, and we all 
wondered that a man of your interelt Ihould accept 
of fuch a mean employment. 

Double. It did not prove fo to me. As I ordered 
it, I made my receiver's place better than that of a 
Lord treafurer of England. 

HH^iglove. This pafles my underftanding. 
Double. It will be plain to you by and by. But 
the defign we had formed was laid very deep, and 
there were better heads concerned in it than my 
own. There was a club of us that ufcd to meet 
thrice a week on purpolc to invent lies that were to 
fupport our friends and blacken our enemies ; but 
we never parted without contriving fomcthing or 
other that might tend to our own private advantage. 
tVbiglove. I'here are 40 of the like clubs now ; I 
am of one of them, but at prelent we meet every 
night, becaufc we have more bufinefs upon our hands 
than c\'cr. 

L 2 Dotdle. 
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Bouhle. I know it. In this company we fell to 
difcourfe abont the coin, which was then very much 
defaced by the clippers. One Mr. Trickfter, a So- 
licitor at the treafury, blurted it out, that if the 
clipping-trade went on, a receiver of the taxes would 
be a brave employment. The notion ftruck mc 
immediately, but I turned the difcourfe, and we fell 
to talk of other matters. But I hammered this 
bufmefs in my head 2 or 3 days, and faw a great 
profpeft of gain. Upon which I got together 5 of 
the cunningcft fellows in town, and we fat in con- 
fultation many hours. At laft we agreed to make 
what intercft we could, either by friends or money, 
to be receivers. 

fF&iglove. I fmell your defign now. 

Double. We laid this fcheme. Firft to excldm 
every where againft thofe who then had the receipt 
of the King's revenue, and to roar out that they 
were tories and Jacobites who kept the King's money 
in their hands on purpofe to diftrefs the government ; 
that honed and hearty whigs would make the land- 
tax yield more by a third part : by thefe fayings and 
afperfions, we hoped to turn out feveral upright and 
confcientious perfons, who we knew would not con- 
cur with us in our defigns. 

Whiglove. The mine wrought as you could wi(h, 
fori remember you got them out and yourfelves in. 

Double. Afterwards we fettled our agents in town, 
who were to allow us fo much per cent according 
to the weight of the bags we fent up, 20, 30, and 
40 per cent. My wife, befides being an admirable 
accomptant, was as dexterous a clipper as any in 
London, and could earn her 5 pound a day with 
her own fingers, befides making and receiving all 
her vifits. It would be endlefs to reckon up all the 
advantages we made. When the money was re- 
coining, I myfelf paid into the exchequer feveral 
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dioufand pounds, of which the 100/. bags, one with 
anodier, weighed not ibove 9 pound, which ought 
to have weighed 33, by which you may guefe how 
much ftuck in our paws. Whatt we five began was 
followed all round the kingdom, and there were 
very few offices which had not one or two fuch 
rogues as we in it. And though we had blamed 
others for the fame things and wrongfully, yet there 
was hardly one of us that did not keep sdways in 
his hands at leaft 20,000 pound of the King's mo- 
ney, with which we bought up tallies and deben^ 
tures, (bmetimes at 30 and 40 per cent, difcount : 
all this while the foldiers and poor feamen were 
ftarving, but that we did not value a pin. Now 
and then fome of the treafury would be rcfty, and 
complain of us ; but it was anfwcred, they arc 
of our party, very honeft fellows, and zealous 
whigs, who do the government a great deal of fer- 
vice. And truly this character we had aflumed was 
a cloak to all our knavery. 

Wbirkve. How long did this game laft f 

DouffU, Longenough for me to get 50,000 pound. 

Wbigiave. But did you ^ clear off with this fum ? 

Doubk. No, pox take it, our villainies grew fo 
very rank, that at laft the parliament began to 
fmoke us, and there feveral of us were had before the 
committee, where if matters had been pulhed home, 
to Tyburn we muft have gone, or at leaft to the 
pillory. 

fVbigUme. How did you ward the blow ? 

Douile. By afting a part quite new to me, which 
was being very fmcere. I went to fome perfons, 
who I knew had great power and intereft, and 
plainly told them what I had got, and offered if 
they would bring me off, that they fhould fhare 
gains with me. 

Wbiglave. Did this work well ? 

L 3 Double. 
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Double. To admiration. Some of thefc had 
been the very men who found moft fault with me 
and others, but they prefcntly changed their note 
and became our beft follicitqrs; they ran about 
every where crying up our innocence, and throwing 
dirt upon our accufers. The arguments that pre- 
vailed moft with our party, which then you know 
was uppermoft, were thefe ; they faid, What a devil 
have we to do with this inquifition ? docs not one 
inquiry beget another ? are we not all equally guilty ? 
what office almoft is clear ? have not all of us robbed 
the King and kingdom as much as lay in our power ? 
may not the detefting fome criminals prove a means 
of laying open all the reft ? Why fliould we not live 
and let live ? if all that have wronged the public 
muft be called to account, what will become of the 
beft of us ? Thefe reafons, urged in proper time and 
to proper perfons, had fuch an effeft, that our danger 
vanilhed by degrees, the matter was let drop, and 
we heard no more of our profecution. 

IVhiglove. But I doubt this coft you fauce. 

Double. Yes in truth I did not fcape for lefs than 
twenty thoufand pound, for every one who could 
either do me good or hurt had a pull at me. 

IVhiglove. However you got off with 30,000 
pound clear. 

Double. That I did. 

IVhiglove. But after this, I fuppofe, you did not 
think fit to pretend to any employment. 

Double. This, nor ten times more roguery, would 
not have barred me in thofe days from getting a 
place, but nothing fell worth my accepting; 
befides, wliile the late minifters were in power, I 
did my bufmefs well enough, by doing now and 
then a private job through their favour and afliftance. 
And now I am at my eafe, I have my country- 
houfc, where I keep my whore as fine as an emprels : 

you 
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you know how I am lodged in town, where I am 
icrved all in plate; I have my French cook, and 
wax-candles ; no butchers meat comes upon my 
table ; I drink nothing but Hermitage, Champagne, 
and Burgundy •, Cahors wine has hardly admittance 
to my fide-board ; my very footmen fcom French 
claret : I keep my coach and fix, and out of my 
fine chariot I loll and laugh to fee gallant fellows. 
Colonels and Admirab, trudging a-foot in the dirt* 
Poor fiUy rogues ! their honour forlboth led them to 
fight for England abroad, but I play'd a much 
wifer game, by joining with thofe who in the mean 
while were plundering their country at home. 

fVUgbve. You have given me a very fuccinA 
account of yourielf, from the time you crept out 
of your ganet, to the proiperity in which you 
flouriih at preient. 

Double. You have the hiftory of my life, but it 
may ferve as a looking-glafs in which moft of the 
Modem Whigs may fee their own faces. In de- 
fcribing my felf, I have drawn moft of their piftures, 
and there are few of them that do not refemble me 
in fome of my features. Look generally into their 
originals, and you will find them full as mean as 
mine. Who was fuch a great man's father ? a 
(candalous barrater. What was fuch a Lord not 
long before the revolution i a little jackanapes that 
people fiiunned becaufe he could not pay ms club. 
Did they rife by virtue or merit ? No more than 
myfelf. How did they behave themfelvcs in their 
offices ? Juft as I did ; they got what they could, 
no matter how. Did I cheat the King and his 
people ? So did they ; with this difference only, I 
was a fmall retailer, they dealt by wholefale. It is 
true fome of them got the ftart of me, and have been 
in high pofts of honour and truft; but if I had not 
been baulked in Cornwal, if I could but have got 
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into the houfe, with my impudence and fluent way 
of fpcaking, with my abandoned principles, with 
my cringing and my flattery, no body knows how 
far in thofe days I might have advanced myfelf. 

Whighve, Indeed you were qualified to have been 
very confiderable among us Old Whigs. 

Double. Prithee, friend JVhiglove^ leave off calling 
thyfelf an Old Whig, it will do thee hurt with 
the party. Wc reckon thofe men our word of 
enemies. 

fVbiglove. Why I thought, except yourfelf, and 
fome others who canie over to us betimes, that we 
were all Old Whigs. 

Double. You may as well call us Drommadaries. 
As for the Old Whigs in King Charles's time many 
of them are dead, fome of them are retired, being 
aftiamed to fee their party play the knave as foon 
as ever they got into power. Many of thofe that 
remain ftill upon the ftage, think us the very rogues 
we know ourlelves to be, they have quitted our fide, 
and vote every day with Seymour, Mufgrave and 
Jack How. What have we in us that refembles 
the Old Whigs ? They hated arbitrary government, 
we have been all along for a fl:anding army : they 
defired triennial parliaments, and that trials for 
treafon might be better regulated -, and it is notorious 
that we oppofed both thofe bills. They were for 
calling corrupt minifters to an account; we have 
ever countenanced and proteded corruption to the 
utmoft of our power. They were frugal for the 
nation^ and careful how they loaded the people with 
taxes ; we have fquandcred away their money as if 
there could be no end of England's treafure. The 
Old Whigs would have prevented the immoderate 
growth of the I rench empire, we Modern Whigs 
have made a partition-treaty, which unlefs Provi- 
dence fave us, may end in making the King of France 
univerfal monarch. 

Wbiglove. 
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Wbiglove. I muft confcfe wc are very much de- 
parted from the principles we profeflcd twenty years 
ago. But pray tell me of what fort of perfons 
does our party confift at prefent, for we ftill call 
ourfelves Whigs. 

Double. It is not fo eafy as you imagine to defcribe 
the ftrange medly of which we are now compofcd, 
but I fhall do my beft to let you into the fecret. 
Firft, you muft know there are fome men of true 
worth and honour that ftill continue among us ; why 
I cannot guefs, but thofe I fear we fhall lofe when 
they come plainly to difcover our bad defigns, and 
how fiirioufly we drive to bring the kingdom into a 
civil war. Nor have we loft all the Old Whigs ; 
there are ftill lifted with us, Whig-Pickpockets, 
Whig-Gamefters, Whig-Murderers, Whig-Outlaws, 
Whig-Libertines, Whig-Atheifts, fuch as in former 
reigns have had fome note of infamy publick 
or private fixed upon them ; all thefe ftick clofe to 
our fide, nor do we apprehend that any one of them 
will forfake us, becaufe they know crimes of no 
nature whatfoevcr are ill looked upon among uSj 
and that even hereafter they may commit fnore, if 
they pleafe, under the fhelter of our wings. 

fyUglove. But have we no more than what you 
have here reckoned? 

Double. O yes, or wc fiiould be but weak. The 
bulk of our party confifts of thofe who are of any 
fide where they can beft make their markets ; fuch 
fort of men naturally like the Whigs moft, becaufe 
ours Was a negligent weak adminiftration. Every 
body did what fcemed good in his own eyes, we 
troubled no man with calling him to an account. 
The accounts of the army, navy, cuftoms, and 
cxcife, are not yet made up. There are upwards 
of 24 millions of the peoples money unaccounted 
for to this day. Under our miniftry all the officers 

that 
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that handled the King's bufinefs or revenue lived in 
clover. Every little fcoundrel got an eftate. We 
HifFered them to drink up the people's blood till 
they were out of breath, and till their eyes grew 
red. In ihort, all men cheated to what degree 
thev pleafed, which was winkjed at in hopes to 
make and to fecure a party. Therefore all the bufy 
proling fellows both in town and country, who 
nope to advance themfelves, wilh to fee our noble 
friends reftored to their former power. And all 
thefe fort of men, while they have any hopes that 
way, will join with us to buoy them up, and to 
exclaim againft the new minifters. But if they find 
the game loft, if they fee the King refolved to cor- 
reft abufes, and to call them to a reckoning who 
have fo much wronged him and the nation, and if 
they find the parliament ftick to their point ; if they 
fee the country gentlemen refolute to be no longer 
impofed upon by up-ftarts and hair-brained rulers 
of a fiate, like rats they will all run from a falling 
houfe, they will difown the name of Whigs, and 
fend us and our party to the devil. 

WbtgUvt. But if they ftart from us, (hall we not 
be very weak ? 

Double. Weak do you call it, we fliall be utterly 
undone, we (hall be no longer able to hold up our 
heads, and we muft give up the cudgels. Thefe 
pretended neuters, this flying Iquadron are now our 
beft foundation. What I and feveral old knaves fay, 
that have been all along in the intrigue, paflfcs for 
nothing. We are thought to fpe^ in our own 
caufe, but thefe forlboth have never been in bufi- 
nefs ; they are called difinterefted perfons, honeft 
Whigs that love England^ and though we know 
them to be as errant rogues as ourfelves, and that 
they long to be plaving the fame game we played, 
yet we extol them tor the only goal patriots : they 

are 
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arc the tools and engines with which we work; 
they are the full-mouthed hounds that help to make 
up the cry ; they are our organs, our flentrophoni- 
cal tubes, our fpeaking trumpets. It is they who 
rail at the prefent minilters *, it is they who exclaim 
againft the proceedings of the houfe of commons \ 
and it is they who have endeavoured to get hands 
to petitions for a diflblution of the parliament. 

Winglove. This flying fquadron, as you call it, is 
of great importance to our deligns ; wliat care is 
there taken to fecure them to our party ? 

'Double* The methods made ufe of by the heads 
of us are thefe : we infmuate to them both in town 
and country. That new minifters if they think to 
eftabliih themfelves in thefe inquifitivc times, muft 
rcfolve to come in upon the foot of honefly, virtue 
and frugality for England. And who can hope 
to make any confiderable fortune, under fuch a let 
of men ? Will the Earl of R. and my Lord G. 
when they have power enough to mend things, 
fufler all the prefent abufes in the revenue ? Will 
they fit ftill and fee the nation robbed and plundered, 
when they have intereft enough to prevent it? They 
v/ill recommend none to the King's fervice but men 
of parts and abilities. Which of you are fo qua- 
lified ? what ikill have any of you but how to buy 
and fell tallies and debentures, whereby you fquecze 
the foldiers, poor feamen, and thofe who have dealings 
with the government ? If any of you chance to get 
into place, will not they watch your goings ? will 
not they compel you to make up your accounts ? 
They did all thefe things heretofore, when they had 
power, and no doubt will tread in the fame fteps. 
They were no fquanderers, they kept the crown out 
of debt, and were careful of the public revenues. 
Take it upon our words they are not men for your 
purpofe, they are not minifters for your turn. It is 

therefore 
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thercfbic your intetcft, and oaght to be your 
bufinefs, to rail at them» to bdy mem, and to do 
your uttnoft to blaft their leputatioD. 

Wbtghroe. I fee now the true leafcn why our 
party has of late fi> pelted thofe two Lords with 
libels. 

Double. They have been damned rubs inour way 
all along, and I doubt we ihall never iiiccced in our 
defigns of buildii^ up our fortunes upon the ruin of 
the nation, till we g^ them removed. 

fVbiglave. But luppoie that could be done, or 
that they of themlelves fliould retire out of de^air 
of being able to help their country, would our wwk 
be then complete ? Will not the parliament beftilla 
hindrance to us : will not they refcue the kingdom 
out of your hands when you purpofe to invade it ? 
and will not the people rather incline to believe their 
reprelentatives, than your ftories and falfe fug- 
g^ions ? Pray what do you infinuate to the flying 
fquadron in relation to the houie of commons ? 

Double. Firft as I told you before, we bid 
them call in general for a diflblution. For if we 
could obtain it, what by Inibery, what by clamours, 
and what by the lies we have diiperfed aboutEngland, 
and which we ihall uke care to renew, as we lee 
occafion, we have ibme hopes to alter the elections, 
and to get a majority once more of our fide. 

Wbiglove. I doubt we fhall hardly be able to 
bully idle court into a diflblution. 

Double. Who knows if we make a great deal of 
noiie but that we may fright them to it. You can 
hardly imagine what an ill opinion we have brought 
ibme people to have of parliaments in general ; to 
thole whom we lee gaping after preferments (of 
which fort of men the chief ftrcngth of our party 
confills at prelent, and they are the nK>ll bufy and 
aftive among us) we fay it was better with England 
when parliaments were called but once in an age, no 

body 
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body can be at reft for them : now a man can not 
get 2 or 300,000 pounds in an office, but he muft 
be queflioned by a houfe of commons. It is in- 
credible how well this works with the flying 
Iquadron, who would fain come into buiinefs, and 
be fufiered to play the knave in quiet. To others 
we lay. What the devil have the commons to do to 
accufe the minifters? it is aflaulting the throne. 
What made them inquire into the exorbitant grants, 
may not the Prince dilpofe of his own ? This doitrin 
has its weight and effe6t with feme old tories of the 
laft courts, who upon valuable confiderations con- 
defcend now to herd with us. To others we preach 
that the commons have exceeded their bounds by 
imprifbning thofe who were not their own members ; 
and though we Whigs did ten times more of this 
in 1678, and 1679, and though it has been the 
known practice of our ancellors, yet we have the 
impudence in printed pamphlets to aflert, that the 
commons do thereby aflume to themfelves illegal and 
arbitrary power. In fhort, we do all that we can 
to make parliaments either contemptible and odious, 
or dreadfiil, efpecially to thofe who would meddle 
in bufinefs, and think to raife their fortunes. But 
our malice is chiefly levelled againft this and the laft 
houfe of commons. And be you fure,Mr.Whiglove, 
to take the cue, and bid all your friends do the like 
as you go through the feveral countries. Curfe 
them, rail at them, villify them (you may extol the 
lords to the flcies for their late proceedings, that 
will do well enough) but as for the commons, fuch 
of them I mean as for thefe laft 3 years have oppoied 
our meafures (of which you have a lift) call them 
Jacobites, French Penfioners and Traytors, as often 
as you hear them named. 

Wbiglovt. But with what face can I talk at this 
rate of perfons whom I know in my own confcience 

to 
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to havt done fo many good things for England ? 
They difbanded a numerous (landing army which 
(except a few proftitutes of our own fide) the whole 
nation thought dangerous to our liberties. They 
liberally fupplyed the King from time to time, and 
paid off a great many old debts, and yet they have 
cafed the people of the malt, and leather taxes^ 
which were a grievous burthen upon them. They 
have (hown their ielf-denial in excluding their own 
members from being either in the cuftoms, or excife, 
profitable places. They have done what in, them 
lay to inquire into and correft abuies. That the 
law might have the freer courfe, they have divefted 
themfelves of their own privileges, which were a 
grievance complained of for above a hundred years» 
but could never be redreflcd till now. In all the 
courfe of their proceedings they have given evident 
marks of profound duty and refpeft to the King^s 
facred perlon ; and this very laft feffion they have 
fettled the fucceflion to the crown in a proteft:ant 
line. By their votes, and by the eng^ments they 
have entered into to aflift his majefty, they have 
enabled him to be the fole arbiter of war and peace 
in Europe. Now after all this, it goes fomewhat 
againft my heart to call thefe men Jacobites and 
penfioners of France. 

Double. Friend, if you are troubled with thefe 
qualms, and fits of remoife, you will never do your- 
felf any good. I know as well as you, that never 
two parliaments did better for the kingdom, but 
we muft take care not to own it : and if you defire 
to be recommended to us by your fcrvices, you 
muft learn to give every thing a falfe turn. Though 
fuch a numerous ftanding army threatned our liber- 
ties, and though the nation could not poflibly bear 
its expence, you muft fay the dift)anding expofcd 
us to an invafion. If they talk of what fupplies 

have 
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have been granted, what debts have been paid, and 
how hardly taxes come^ tell them, England is 
inexhauftible, and that a general excile would pay 
cflf all the deficiencies, and make us flow in mony. 
As to their felf-denial : Though it be a fallacious 
quibble, tell them of the dog in the mangen As 
to the giving up their privileges, I have not an 
anfwer ready for it, and I mufl: pump hard to be able 
to detraft from that generofity. If you hear them 
talk of the abufcs they would have correded, juftify 
every thing, even Kidd's pyracy, and Whitacre*s 
bill of 25,000 pound for law-charges. As to their 
duty to the Kmg, though the thing proves itfelf 
from their addrefles, and from the fupplies they 
have granted, however do you deny it flatly, be 
fure to lie audacioufly upon that fubjed, and fay 
the country-party are the moft faucy fellows in 
nature; give out that they talk of their Prince as 
irreverently in the houfe, as we Whigs have done 
in taverns ever fince my Lord S— — rs loft the fcals. 
As to the bill for fettling the fucceflion, you muft 
fay it fignifies nothing, unlefs it had been accom- 
panied with a good round oath of abjuration, which 
might have created fome frelh divifions in the 
kingdom ; befides, objeft in particular to all the 
limitations. As to their laft addfefs (though the 
King himfelf, who is the beft judge, was highly 
fatisfyed with it) do you fay it came too late. And 
though nine months ago we had neither alliances 
formed, nor fleet ready, do you affirm it fuper- 
cilioufly and confidently, that war ought then to 
have been proclaimed. 

fVbiglove. I fhall follow your dictates religioufly, 
and fay what you will have mc ; but I would gliidly 
know the true reafon why you, Mr. Scrape, Mr. 
Getall, Mr. Rant, and Mr. Highfiown, and indeed 
almoft all our party, are fo exceeding angry with 
"''• two laft parliaments. 

Double. 
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Double^ They attacked us ; they ftruck at our 
Diana, our gain, which made us all run into a 
tumult. They ftopt us in the progrefs we were 
making to be the richeft fet of men that ever 
meddled with a kingdom's bufinefs : and who bid 
them interrupt us i Does not whigifh liberty and 
property confift in a right to rob the King and 
government ? Have we not in a manner ten years 
prcfcription for it ? If they would have let us gone 
off quietly with our great places, with our exor- 
bitant grants, with our extortions, with our illegal 
privy feals, and with all the other fpoils we have 
made upon the publick, we ihould have been 
contented, we would have permitted them to have 
faved England, if it was poffible, after the wounds 
we had given her in her entrails. However we 
would have given them no oppofidon, we fhould 
have been ^tisfyed to have lain ftill a while, 
expecting better times, with fafety and riches of 
our fide. But now we will find them work, and 
fince they have lain us open, we muft ftudy revenge; 
we muft endeavour by popular clamours, private 
whifpers, and open lies, to expofe them to the fury, 
or elfc they will, by due coune of law, bring us to 
the jufiice of the nation. 

IVbiglove. But fuppofe by our noife and ftories 
we cannot procure a diflbludon. 

Double. Our game then muft be to ufe our beft 
endeavours to make the people out of love with the 
very confiitudon of parliaments. We have already 
laid the ground-works of it in the pamphlet called. 
Jura Populi Anglicani, where our dear friend fays, 
[Pref. p. 5.] " That the commons are not the 
*• whole people of England's reprefentatives." It 
is true, that notion is not his own, for he ftole it 
from Roger I'Eftrange 5 you may find it in his Ob- 
iervators, and in twenty other places of his writings ; 
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but no matter for that, it makes for us now, and 
is well urged. Sheridan and all his papifts, in 
the bitternefs of their gaul, when they had been 
queftioned for the popifh plot, did not exprefs half 
fo much venom to parliaments as this author has 
done. It is a gallant fellow, God blefs him, who- 
ever he be, he defcrves that our party fhould fet 
up his ftatue in gold ; for my part, I (hould be 
glad to contribute towards it. He has raked up 
whatever was faid or written by the tories and papifts 
in the latter end of King Charleses reign, when Sir 
William Williams was fo feverely profecuted by the 
court for doing his duty. He has reprefented the 
houfe of commons to be as arbitrary as a Turkifli 
divan. He has infulted their authority in general, 
and has affronted in particular all the moft confi- 
dcrable members : in Ihort, he has laid the axe to 
the very root of the Englifli conftitution. 
WhigUve, What is defigned by all this ? 
Double. By this, and other pamphlets of the like 
nature, which we fhall take care to publifh every 
week, we hope to work the people of England to 
the fame frantick temper that poflefled the Danes 
in the year 1660, at which time they came and 
defired an utter diflblution of their government, 
that the ufe of parliaments might be quite laid afide, 
and that their King would govern by his own will, 
and with a ftanding army. 

Whiglove. But could this be compafled, would it 
make for us ? 

Double. Believe me, Mr. Whiglove, the heads 
and leaders of our party can never be lafe till par- 
liaments are utterly abolifhed. Nothing but force 
and a total fubverfion of the laws can proteft their 
crimes. Their infolence to the laft houfe of commons 
was fo notorious, that it v/ill be dangerous for them 
to look any other in the face. We can never be 
able to pack a parliament, or to find five hundred 
Vox,. IV. M gentlemen 
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gentlemen in the whole kingdom that will fit itill 
and iee the authority of a houfe of commons 
trampled upon by a few upllarts, and a mock made 
of impeachments, their mod facred and ancient 
right. Befides, let us do what we can, a day of 
reckoning will come, and one time or other we 0iaU 
be made to difgorge fome of the many millions of 
which we have robbed the nation. Therefore upon 
the whole matter, it is the intereft of our party to 
lay afide parliaments, and to govern by a ftanding 
armv, as they do in Denmark, 

fvbfglove. I doubt you will hardly be able to make 
the people of England o\it of love mth parliaments, 
Befides, you know the King in the whole courle of 
his reign has (hown himfelf a moft religious obfcrver 
of the laws, and an enemy to all unjuft or defperate 
councils. 

Double- If we cannot heftor the court into a diflblu- 
tion, if we cannot render parliaments odious, nor get 
an army, we niuft betake us to our laft refuge, which 
is to throw ourfelves into the arms of France. For 
come France, come Pope, come Devil, we are refolved 
not to quit our hold, nor to abandon the fweet 
hopes we had once entertained. The power we ain> 
at (hall not be wrefted from us. Dominion is our 
idol, and have it we will, by hook or by crook. 
We know the way to the Louvre. Our anceftors 
of Scotland (for we Whigs are derived from thence) 
wjien they defigned to rebel in 1639, applyed for 
the French King's protedtion. Cromwel, our patron- 
faint, became an abfolutc pepfioner to France in the 
year 1655. Nor is it probable our noble friends 
were fuch fools as to have let the French King get 
fo good a bargain as he had by the partition-treaty, 
wimout coming down a good fym of money : If 
the truth were known, their bags weighed full as 
heavy as Portacarrero's. Indeed they defcrved more, 
they laid the firft ftone of tlus dangerous building, 
I and 
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and they did his Moft Chriftian Majefty better 
iervice than the Spanifh cardinal. Rather than not 
lord it as we have hitherto done, and rather than not 
go away with the eftates and wealth we have gotten, 
we are ready to do any thmg, and to fubmit to any 
terms. Nor arc we Whigs fuch irreconcileablc 
enemies to the late King as fome imagine. Do you 
think we care who rules, fo we can have the places ? 
Do you believe we cannot take French gold ? Why 
do you think we have made fuch a noife about French 
money being diftributed among the members ? We 
know it is all an invention of our own, and a lye 
from top to bottom, but we have two ends in it. 
Firft, we afperfe known good patriots. Then we 
give the French minifters to underftand by this talk, 
that money would not be thrown away in England. 
And is it not more likely they will come to us who 
have been all along fuch open proftitutes ? When 
the lady in the play talked to the gentleman of his 
whoring and beaftlinefs, was it not to put him in 
mind of lying with her ? 

Wbiglove. I am of your opinion, that if it (hould 
be thought neceflary, it would not be very difficult 
for our party to make up with the French, and 
at St. Germains ; for I remember in thefe two laft 
parliaments, all the papifts of the kingdom were for 
us Whigs, and helped our friends every where in 
their elections, particularly laft year they beftirred 
themfelves notably to oppofe Jack How in 
Glocefterfhire. 

Double. They did fo, and it was by direction 
from above. 

fTbiglove. I have received great fatisfaftion from 
your difcourie, and you have enlightened my un- 
ilerftanding in very many things, of which I was 
ignorant before, for which I thank you. 

Double. I have but done my duty. My buHnefs 
ever (ince the parliament was up has been to inftrud 

M 2 fuch 
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fuch as the heads of our party have fent all over 
England to fcatter libels, to difperfe news, to utter 
their ftories, and to villify the houfe of commons. 
We have emiflaries likewife in Holland, who ar^ 
doing the fame thing in Amfterdam, Rotterdam 
and the Hague •, and to tell you the truth, we have 
a knot of brave impudent fellows polled there, who, 
as my letters tell me, have made fome of the poor 
Dutch believe, that this parliament v/ill fell England 
to France by inch of candle. Nor are we out of hopes 
of getting from the feven provinces fuch addrefies 
as came lately out of Hampfhire, Buckinghamfhire, 
and Yorkfhire. 

IVhiglove. What, the Dutch to addrefs about our 
parliament ! That would be ftrange indeed. 

Double, Look you, I am afraid the States are more 
prudent than to interpofe in affairs of that nature, 
Befides, they have all the reafon in the world to 
applaud the proceedings of the laft feffions ; but it 
may not be amifs to infinuate that fome fuch thing 
is upon the anvil, it keeps up the hearts of our 
party. 

Whiglove. You were mentioning Whitaker juft 
now, he that was foUicitor to the admiralty 5 1 proteft 
I know not what to fay when I come into the 
country about that, and fome other matters. There 
was one Robin Sayer, an honeft gentleman of my 
acquaintance, that ufed to be at Garraway's and 
Tom*s Goffee-houfc, who had a knack of finding out 
fome excufe or other for every thing that was done 
amifs : We called him Excufe-Mafter General to 
the party. I wifh he were alive now to find out 
fome excufe for this bill of Whitaker's, I believe 
it would puzzle him. I have the copy of his ac- 
count, as it was delivered to the committee by 
Sir Richard Haddock, the 27th of May laft, exa- 
mined by H. Johnfcn. 

Doubk. Re^d it, 

Whiglove^ 
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Whighve. An abftradt of Mr. Edward Whitaker's 
difburfemcnts for law-charges, from 4 2d of 
Feb. 1 69 1 -2, to the 31ft of December 1699. 

FEES to councellors and doc- 7 ^ ^ ^ ' 
tors of the civil law S ^ '^ ^ 

Charges at law offices 3745 5 10 

Expences in fummoning and enter- "1 

taining witnefles, ferving them / 

with fubpoena^s, and finding of- l" ^^5 '4 

fenders J 

Rewards to councellors, clerks, 1 ^ ^ 

doorkeepers, &c. j ^ 

Other expences, the particulars! 

whereof are not named j 5 3 4 

His own fees for attendance, &c» 1989 211 

Drawing and copying indiftments, "1 

articles, inftruftions, dcpofi- / 

tions, informations, breviates, f ^^^^ ' ^ 

cafes, &c. J 

Horfe-hire, coach-hirc, and others gg 

expences on travelling 3 ^ ^ ^ 

{his own at 20s. perT 
diem \ g g g 

his man's at los. per | ^ 
diem J 

Marihal arid prifon charges 161 1 7 2 

Difcompt of exchequer bills andj ^* ,^ c 
tallies } +55 13 6 

Ditto bank 400/. at 17J. per cent. 30 » 

Charges of the admiralty feffions, &c* 42 2 — 
Paid to John King for his Iharc^ 
of the money recovered from> 49 15 — 
Lovelace J 



Carry over, — — 22246 4 5 
M 3 Reward 
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/. s. L 
Brought over, ■■ 22246 4 5 

Reward paid one Jenkins an evi- -j 

dence, faid to be by order from [• 34 9 6 

the admiralty 3 

Paid for intereft of 220/. borrowed 1 ^ 

to carry on the fervice j ^ 5 — 

Ditto 1800/. refpited to be paid in-j 

courfc from 5th Nov. 96, to 5th S 81 — — 

Aug. 97, at 6 per cent. J 

Paid for lofs by 129 malt tickets^ 

received by him on payment of > ^"jS — ^— 

arrears for 1829/. '4/* — ^* ^ 
Paid to Capt. Tho. Uny by order •> 

for his charges, being wounded C 916—-* 

and profecuted for preffing men 3 
For pafling the admiralties com-^ 

miflion and privy feal for ad-t 89 17 10 

mitting Colonel Wharton j 

Paid to the treafurer of the navy^ 

by order for redemption of the v 50 — — 

King's Fifher ketch 3 

For judges end juries dinners at the 1 

admiralty feflions, &c. \ S Z Ar 

To money recovered of Gowen and *] 

other (admiralty officers) as cofts / ^^ 

and damages in a fuit brought | 

by Harvey and others in Suffolk J ' 

23345 6 I 
Befides from an abftraft delivered -> 
to the committee, but not yet j 
paflcd the navy office, it appears I 
that the faid Mr. Whitaker f ^'99 3 7 
charges the King with a further j 
fum of about J 



Total 25544 9 8 
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Douhk. This is a fwingeing accompt. 

IFhiglove. It is fo^ efpecially when you hear all, 
for I am credibly informed that the late attorney- 
general and prefent folicitor-general, and all the 
eminent council, proteit they never received fees 
from him any thing near the fum he mentions : 
they fay the fame at Dodtors Commons. During 
his whole time there were never three conviftions of 
any confequence : he could give no inftance before 
the committee of any one fervice he had performed 
for the cxpencc of fo much money. On the con- 
trary he let Bolton cfcape, who could have made 
important difcoveries about Kidd*s matter. It w:.s 
lik^wife proved, that Mr. Wilftiaw, one of thecom- 
miflioners of his majefly's navy, had difcovered a 
gang of thieves in the King's yard at Portfmouth, 
who upon examination confeffed the fadt. Thefe 
informations were fent to the navy-board, who ap- 
pointed W 'r to profecute the criminals. But 

inftead of profecuting the real offenders, feveral of 
them were made witnefles, and all the reft efcaped 
without being brought to trial j artd the profecution 
was turned upon the faid Mr. Wilfhaw and feveral 
of the officers of the yard (by v/hofe care thefe 
thefts were difcovered) who were tried at the King's 
Bench bar, after about 2 vears dependance, and by 
a fpecial jury of Hampinirc gentlemen acquitted. 
And the court blaming very much the profecution, 
ordered a noL prof, to ftop further proceedings, &c. 

It was further proved, that W r did this of his 

own head, without any order from the admiralty ; 
and that this profecution of innocent perfons, and 
his own officers, ftood the King in looi /. ii s. sd. 
Befides, every article of his bill is liable to cbjeftion. 
The item for fummoning and entertaining witnefles 
2995/. is fcandalous. That of 3745/- charges at 
law-offices is ridiculoufly extravagant. His item of 

M 4 3740'* 
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37 40 1, for drawing and copying indiftments, &c. 
is fuch a one as the like was never heard of. What 
does he mean by 1989/. for his own fees for at- 
tendance, when he had a falary ? And how could 
he have the impudence befides all this, to put in 
his account 1094/. for his own and man*s horfe- 
hire, coach-hire, and travelling-charges ? 

Double. Well, what do people fay of all this ? 

IVhiglove. They fay, fome principal officer mull 
have gone fnacks with him •, they fay, he deferves 
the pillory for fuch a notorious impofition and cheat 
upon the government ; they report he was bred an 
upholfterer, that for fome private merit he had, 
which lies ftill in the dark, this employment was 
purpofely coined for him \ they fay, if fuch an in- 
famous varlet was fuffered to rob the publick at 
this rate, what have the great ones done ? And that 
fuch exorbitant allowances could never have been 
made him, but in order to countenance thefts of a 
higher nature. 

Double. I mull confefs he is an egregious knave, 
but we mufl not let him fink ; if he fhould be run 
down, who knows how far it may be carried ? There 
are other accounts relating to the admiralty ten times 

more unjullifiable than that of W r*s. As to 

your behaviour in that matter, your belt courfe will 
be downright to ^deny the fa6t ; for though all this 
appears upon the Journals, Paul Joddrel will not be 
in the country to difprove you. And when you 
hear this poor man, or any of our friends, cenfured 
for accounts or aftions of the like kind, excufe 
them as well as you can ; and when you cannot an- 
fwer what is objedted, as indeed it is impoffible, do 
you fay. May be they have cheated the King, what 
then ? they are honeft to the caufe, zealous hearty 
whigs, and bitter enemies to France. 

IVbiglove. I (hall be plaguily put to it to give any 
tolerable reafon why fuch pains was taken to make 

the 
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the bill of accounts mifcarry. Under the rofe, you 
know our party did it,and it ^ves agQod handle to 
our enemies to fay we durft not ftand the teft of 
fuch a bill. They fay. Why not a bill to exanune and 
fiate the accounts when there are 24 millions unac- 
counted for, and when fuch a variety of inftances 
are ^ven of male-adminiftration in almoft every 
part of the publick revenue ? They cry. Are your 
accounts fuch you are afraid to have them looked 
into? Befides, the poor Ibldiers and ieamen (who 
are ftarvmg for their arrears, and whofe wants com- 
pel them to fell their debentures for 45 /. ptr cent,) 
clamour and fay, that we are the caufe they are put 
back a whole year from being fatisfied out of the 
Irifli forfeitures. And you can hardly imagine what 
a reflection this brings upon the whigs. 

DaubU. If you knew the whole fecret you would 
not {o much wonder why we got that bill thrown 
out. As for the foldiers and fcamen, we whigs 
care not a pin if they ftarved and rotted. They 
are brave fellows and love their country, and will 
never concur in any of our defigns, therefore we are 
for laying all the hardihips we can upon them. 
You may hear them every night at Lockets and the 
Thatched Houfe, applauding the Houli of Com- 
mons, crying up Mufgrave, and faying, Ja.k How 
is one of their bed friends. They are for the church, 
the King and the laws, and fay our party cares for 
neither, and that we were a band of thieves got 
together, who mind notliing but getting booty 
for ourfelves. We were for a bill of accounts it 
we could have got a fet of commiflioners whom we 
could have bribed or awed, or over whom we might 
have had any fort erf" influence. But the Commons 
chofe fellows that would not have fpared their own 
fathers if they had found them criminal. And 
though we have endeavoured to ridicule their OiTer- 



ing 



lyo ^be true PiSiufe 

ing to ferve without fallaries, yet at bottom I mtift 
own, it was a virtuous ofFen For why might not 
gentlemen, moft of which had ferved their country 
Xo many years at their own expence, continue theif 
labours one year longer without reward ? And 
however we may think to blaft it, it will in all times 
be thought an honourable and praife-worthy tender 
of their fervice, and would have given greater weight 
and authority to their whole proceedings. 

Wbiglove. But what excufe fliall I make in the 
country for throwing out the bill ? 

Double. When you are among friends, and thof<$ 
whom you dare trnft, you may own the down-right 
truth, which is, that if the bill had pafled, moft of 
the principal whigs had been utterly ruined ; that 
fuch grofs cheats, extortions, frauds, bribery, and 
corruption, would have been difcovered and laid 
open, as muft have expofed our party to the uni- 
verfal contempt and hatred of the nation; that fuch 
a ftorm would have fallen upon fome of our chief 
leaders and patrons as would have torn them to 
pieces, fome of which muft have refunded 200,000 
pound, fome 100,000 pound, others 60, 40, and 
20,000 pound a man, of which they have robbed 
the King and kingdom. In fliort, you muft frankly 
own it was of the hft importance to get the bill 
thrown out ; that our very being depended upon it, 
that our party can ftand and out-face any thing but 
a juft and ftrift inquiry into their accounts, which 
is lb tender a part that if poffible it muft not be 
touched by the gentleft hands even of Or — — d's 

and Ran gh's ov/n choofing. But this you are 

to utter only to confiding perfons, whom you know 
to be deeply engaged with us. To vulgar puts you 
may give any reafons that come into your head, how 
falle, it matters not. Say it was only a plot of the 
Papifts againft poor Whitaker, Call it a Spanilh in- 

quifitionj 
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quifition, and cry. What ! was that a time to lode 
into accounts, when we Ihould have been drawing our 
fwords againfl France ? If any man a^ifv^ers. Can 
there be a more feafonable time of faving money^ 
than when we are going to engage in an expenfive 
war ? Reply to him. Sir, you are doing the King 
of France's bufmels ; it is his intercft you ihould 
fave every (hilling, that he may find it in your 
pockets when he comes over to conquer the nation. 

Wbiglove. 1 am told Mr. Slcafy went upon this 
very topick in Northamptonfhire, when he was talk- 
ing upon the fame fubjecl. Pray when did you hear 
from him ? 

Double. Lail poft. 

JVbighve. How does he fey things go in that 
country ? 

Double. As well as we could wifli -, he writes me 

word Mr. P ft's having raifcd an eftate of 3000/. 

a year out of 600/. a year, and all in lefs than 9 
years, and out of the publick, has made them run 
ftark mad ; that there is not a freeholder there who 
does not imagine he fhould have the fingering of the 
money which is to arife from the fale of 8.00 prize- 
Ihips ; they all hope to be commifiioners of the 
prize-office; and they cry, Hang it, the worft 
come to the worft, it is but lying a few months ia 
the Tower, and we may go away with 40 or 50,000 
pound in our pocket. He writes, that it is incre- 
dible how this works in their addle heads \ that this 
gentleman's having eluded the juftice of the nation 
as he did the laft feffions, has mightily increafed 
our party in Northamptonfliire, where they rail at 
the houfe of commons ding dong, and are agog to 
have the late miniftry rettored, under which iuch 
fortunes could be made out of the publick, and 
with impunity. 

Whiglove. I remember Mr. Cockbrain and Mr. 
Slander were fent into Gloucefterfhire tv/o months 

ago 5 
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ago ; you correlpond with them. Have they been 
able to prevail any thing againft Mr. How ? 

Double. Not an inch, they might as well have 
ftaid at home, and fo I told our noble friends- That 
gentleman's difinterefted wa,y of acting in parlia- 
ment for fo many years, his firm zeal to his country, 
for whofe fake he has refilled fuch temptations, the 
good nature he expreflcs to his friends, the ipirit 
with which he bears up to his enemies, his flowing 
wit, his admirable underftanding, adorned with 
fuch a fcope of eloquence, his humanity, compafiion, 
candor, probity, and all his other virtues and per- 
feftions, have created him fuch an intereft, not only 
there, but in the whole kingdom, that it is quite 
impoflible by all our induftry and malice to under- 
mine or blaft it. 

JVbiglove. I hope you have better news out of the 
Weft. 

Double. No, in troth, all goes bad there too; 
Mr. Birdhead, Mr. Tool, and Mr. Stalkinghorfe, 
have been round Dorfetfhire, Somerfetlhire, Devon- 
fliire, and Cornwal, and have been able to make 
few or no converts. They write that Sir Edward 
Seymour is more cried up in thofe parts than 
ever ; that the country gentlemen fay he has even 
furpafled himfelf thefe three laft feflions of parlia- 
ment ; they fay there never was a houfe of com- 
mons, in which he would not have Ihined, and of 
which he would not have been an ornament, with 
his piercing fenfe, and fnperior underftanding -, they 
acknowledge all England is indebted to him for his 
perfeverance and courage in detefting the confpiracy 
that was formed againft our liberties •, that in thofe 
countries, if there fhould be a diflblution, our party 
will rather lofe, than get ground. 

fVhiglove. Mr. Selfifti and Mr. Projeft, write me 
much to the fame purpofe out of the North. They 

have 
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have been in Weftmoreland, endeavouring to ca- 
lumniate Sir Chriftopher Mufgrave, and they had 
like to have had the mob upon their backs. Their 
lies and inventions would not pafs upon the rugged 
freeholders. They think their county fortunate to 
have produced fo great a man, and wifti him many 
years of life and health, that he may long remain 
one of the pillars of his country. They fay, and 
indeed all good men in England fay the fame. That 
the courfe of all his aftions has been uniform ; that 
he is the true image of old Englilh worth and ho- 
nour \ that no ill fuccefs could ever make him lofe 
his courage, nor profperity bring him to quit his 
moderation -, that in a calm or in a ftorm, with the 
wind, or againft it, he has always been a fafe pilot ; 
and that he has ever fleered with folid judgment, 
gravity, and wifdom. 

Double. But have our emiflaries been able to 
raife no duft by whifpering about that fomebody has 
touched French money ? 

Wbiglove. No, for Mr. Selfifli Writes he endea- 
voured to impofe that (lory upon the northern gen- 
tlemen, but that they called him impudent lyar, 
and told him he might with as much likelihood 
affirm Cato took bribes to betray the Roman com- 
monwealth. 

Double. Well, though we have had no better 
fuccefs in fome places, yet we have procured three 
addrefles to keep the Kentifti gentlemen in counte- 
nance, and I hear of one or two more coming up. 

V/higlove. Alas ! what is that to the whole king- 
dom ? At the rifing of the parliament we were made 
believe every county and burrough in the nation 
would petition for a diflblution, and to have the late 
miniftry reftored, and for God knov/s what befides, 
and yet we have been able . to do no more than 
what you fee with all our alperfions, with all our 

huttering 
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hactenng about, and with all our libels. I remember 
in King Charles's time, petitions came thick and 
threefold, though the King difcountenanced that 
proceeding to the utmoft, and though the miniflry 
oppofed it might and main. We are {liiFered to go 
on as we pleafe, nobody brow-beats us, the minifters 
give us no oppoficion, and yet you fee how little 
progrefs we have made. I proteft this puzzles me 
K>, I know not what to think or fay. 

Double. I will unravel this myftery to you. Moft 
of the old whigs who were at the head of petitioning 
in King Charles's reign, were without any blemifh 
upon their reputations^ they were not fuipe&cd of 
any by-ends and defigns of their own ; they were 
thought to a£t upon a publick fpirit, and for their 
country's good. This made them have fo many 
foUoweriS, and gave them fuch an intereft and cre<* 
dit with the people, that they could lead them which 
way they pleafed. But our cafe is quite different ; 
our heads, our leaders, our great men, who at pre- 
fent promote thefe petitions, are full of blots and 
ftains, and every thing they offer at falls under a juft 
fufpicion. Would they have a new parliament ? 
The reafon is evident, they were queilioned by the 
laft houfe of commons. They defire an immediate 
war ; Yes, becaufe they are not fafe from inquiries 
in a time of peace. They are afraid of the French ; 
How can that be, when they expofcd to them the 
liberties of Europe by their treaty of partition ? So 
that our friends cannot be able to lead a confiderable 
body in any thing they fct a-foot -, for being guilty 
of fo many crimes, and obnoxious to fo much cen- 
fure of all kinds, they arc thought in whatever they 
do, to fight their own, and not the peoples battles. 
And what I have here opened to you, is, I doubt, 
the true reafon that we have hitherto procured no 
more addrciles. 

fVbiglovt. 
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Wbiglove. But if this be the cafe, if we can raife 
no ferment, if we can make no difturbance, and if 
the King Ihail think fit in matters of war, peace, and 
in other high points of ilate, rather to confult his 
parlianient, than be advifed by the grand juries of 
Kent, Buckinghamlhire, Hampffaire, and Yorkfhire, 
What will become of our party ? Shall we not fink ? 
Shall we not be difpirited, and have we not a loft 
game to play? 

Double. Notwithftanding what I have faid, our 
cafe is far from being defi)erate. Do you your own 
work in the country, dilperfe your lies, icatter your 
libels, invent and caft frefli aiperfions upon all the 
confiderable men of the other fide, and leave the 
reft to Providence : many things may happen to 
relieve us, Ibme great calamity may blefal the na- 
tion ; you fhall fee us lift up our heads once more 
upon any fatal and publick difafter, for mifchiefs of 
any kind make for us, we fifh beft in troubled 
waters : national afflidtions fright the people, and 
turn their brains ; and at fuch a time we can beft 
work upon them, and they are then fitteft to receive 
our ftories and falfe imprefllons. How do you know 
but that Prince Eugene of Savoy and his Germans 
may be defeated in Italy ? 

iVbiglove. Would a blow there help us ? 

Double. Can you be fo dull not to fee how much 
it would turn to our advant^ ? Will it not fumifh 
us with ample matter of railing at the prefent mi- 
niftry ? For though our party by their theft and 
rapine have {o imbezzelled the King^s revenue, 
though by not protecting trade, and by our wrong 
management of the laft war, we have exhaufted the 
nation of a great part of its coin, though by our 
negligence and profufion we have plunged the ftate 
into an immenfe debt, and though while we had the 
adminiftration, we did in general fo diforder affairs, 

that 
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that in this juncEhire England could not prefently 
exert itlelf as it ought to have done, and cannot 
without infinite new, and almolt intolerable taxes, 
carry on fuch a war as is requifite to preferve Europe 
from the French power : and though the houfc of 
Auftria may juftly lay at the doors of our party the 
danger they are in to lofe their rights tothe S panifti 
fucceflion, yet we will throw off all the blame from 
ourfelves, and caft it upon others : and if the em-r 
peror fnould have that ill fuccefs which all the 
cunning whigs wiih him, we will cry out. The other 
fide has fold Europe to France ; Why was not there 
a diverfion made in Flanders with an army of 
80,000 Englifh ? VxHiy did we not alfo land 20,000 
men in Portugal ? Why was not our fleet in the 
Mediterranean three months ago ? If we had gone 
and threatened to bombard Lifbon, the Portuguefe 
had never entred into an alliance with France and 
Spain. Why had we not likewife 40 fail of good 
(hips in America which might have fcized the 
Spanifh and French Weft-Indies ? Thcfe and 
twenty things more we fliall have ready to fay, in 
cafe the Germans are foujidly prefled in Italy, 

V/higiove. Will it not be objected to you, That 
it was impoffible to do all this ? And that, keeping 
a fufficient guard at home, 10 fhillings in the pound 
upon land, the malt-duty, and feveral other taxes, 
had not fufi^ced to fit out fuch a ftrength as you 
talk of. 

Double. No matter for that. Let Prince Eugene 
be but compelled to retire, and you Ihall fee what 
ufe we will make of it. When they are ftruck with 
any fudJen fright, it is not to be conceived what a 
rumble lies and flams will make in the heads of the 
vulgar. 

V/higlove, But all this will be out of doors, for it 
is faid his Imperial Majefty's arms profper. 

Jjaibks 
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Douhk. Yes, pox on it, fo they do to our great 
forrow. And I faw Dr. D*Avcnant and fome of that 
gang, who are ftill in town, very iippilh the other 
day at Garraway's upon this news. 

Wbiglave. How does this agree with what we have 
Ordered our hackney-fcribblers to publifh, and with 
the ftory which you and the party have direftcd me 
and others to fpread about concerning Count Tal- 
lard and the Do&or ? 

Double. Oh you mean the 7000 louis d*ors won 
at picquette, and the Twinging penfion he receives 
from France. 

fFbiglove. But do not we hurt the caufe, by utter- 
ing thefe notorious falfhoods ? I was checked very 
fliarply not long ago by one of our own fide, a man 
of known truth and candor^ for difperfing fuch a 
groundlefs and malicious flander. The gentleman 
wid. If he be bribed he deferves his bribes but very 
ill; for in all his writings, in his laft elpecially, 
** Upon the balance of power,** he has declared him- 
felf no friend to French councils. The fcope of his 
whole book is for an immediate war, and his private 
converfation always concludes that way. Another 
in the fame company told me, That to his know- 
ledge the do&or was then retiring to chambers in 
Gt"ey*s-Inn, to engage afrefh in the houfeof Auftris:*s 
quarrel, with intentions of trying once more to give 
his country what warning he Can by his pen, of their 
impending dangers from the growth of France. 

Double. I wiih the beams of the room would fall 
and beat out his working brains ; his indefatigable 
induftry has done us a world of hurt. We muft 
throw what dirt we can upon him. If we can pre- 
vail to have him ill thought on, it will make his 
vnridngs have the lefs weight. Befides, I hear he 
declares he will never give us over -, he fays we arc 
enemies to England, and that he will wage eternal 
Vol. IV. N war 
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war with us. He is ftoiit and furly, neither to be 
frightened nor allured. He bribed ! alas we know 
better, but we are to blaft him if we could. He a 
friend to France ! no, no, that is not his crime ; 
it is his book " of Grants and Refumptions/* and 
his having for fo many years made it his bufmefs to 
cxpoie our corrupt adminiftration that we ftomach 
fo much. But perhaps we had done more prudently 
not to have railed thefe foolilh lies, for men of his 
refolution, and fo able to take their own revenge, 
ihould not be too far provoked. 

IVhiglove. I had beft then fay no more of that 
matter. x ; 

Double. No, no, you muft now periift in it. It 
often becomes neceflary to fupport what had been 
better let alone at firft •, bcfides you ki>ow the old 
maxim of our party, " Throw dirt enough, fbme 
•• of it will flick." And whenever you tec a man 
of the fide that oppofes us, eminent either for his 
induflry, natural or acquired parts, or that you fee 
▼alued for fteady behaviour in parliament, or for 
his conftant integrity to the country ; nay, though 
ht be efteemed for his impartiality and moderation, 
do you be fure to throw all the aiperfions you can 
upon him. 

fFhigkve. How am I to carry myfelf in relation 
to the church ? 

Double. I do not fee why you (hould not ftill 
continue your wonted praftice of ridiculing the 
church and all revealed religion ; the heads of our 
party do it, nor have the great ones as yet given 
out any orders to the contrary. But we have 
been lately very much obliged to fomc of my 

L— — ds the B ^ps ; here is a lift of twelve of 

them \dio helped us mightily laft feflions, without 
them we had been thrown upon our backs. You 
fee they joined with us, who always have, and ever 

fliaU 
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fhall hate their hierarchy, againfl: the very peribns 
that fo long have fought their battle. Of thefe 
truly I think you ousht to ibeak as well as a whig 
can bring himielf to Ipeak of any church-man. 

JVbiglove. I jQiall aft this part very aukwardly, 
and fhall never be able to nnention that order with 
any decency, which my tongue has been ufed to ex- 
|>lode for fo many years. 

Double. Revile the order as much as you pleale, 
but let me beg you fpeak well of our friends the 
reverend P ^tes. 

iVbighvi. Have you any other commands for , 

me? - 

Doublt. In general detraft from, and aiperfe all j 

the men of quality of whom there is any appear- ; 

ance that either their high birth, or their great \ 

fortunes, or their abilities in matters of government | 

Ihould recommend them to the future adminiftradon ] 

of affairs. At prefent particularly fjrir your venom I 

againfl the D— of S 1, , the D— of O ^nd, ! 

the M— of N y, the E— of Marl-— ough, ! 

the E — of Pet ough, and the E — of N— — m. | 

Read over the pamphlets lately publifhed, which ^ 

will inftruft you what to fay. I 

Whiglove. I have them all by heart, and I take I 

a great parcel of them with me to difperfe as I ^ | 

along. I 

Double. Be fure to carry flore of the Queries : j 

Have we not there mauled the Sp r bravely ? \ 

He is paid off too in the Jura Populij and we par- ' 

pofe to pelt him in all the libels that come out. ! 

fFbiglave. I doubt you will be able to perfuadc j 

but few, even of our own party, to think that this 
gentleman would betray his country. Has he not a 
large flake in it ? Ami are not his parts fo eminent 
as may lead him to honour and preferment, not the 
by-road, but in the path of hondly and virtue ? 

N 2 What 
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What intcreft can he have to wrong a people that has 
given fuch high proofs of their value for him? 
Why fhould he betray a conftitution which few in 
the realm have ftudied fo much^ or underftand {o 
well ? Why ihould he defperately fnatch at wealth 
and greatnefe, which would naturally fall upon him 
without envy, and with no danger ? 

Double. What you fay has a great deal in it. But 
let us believe ill or well of a man, if he be not of 
cur party, and if his qualifications and abilities 
are fuch as make him uieful to the kingdom, and 
dangeroiks to us, we muft never let him alone, but 
puruie him with our utmoft malice. 

Whi^lovt. I was laft night with two of our friends, 
Mr. Kingcheat, and Mr. Robland, gentlemen that 
are in good pofts now, if they can hold them, but 
it feems they are under fome apprehenfions at pre- 
fent of being queflioned ; they carry things a great 
deal higher than you do, and fay. That in the in- 
vedlives we utter, we ought to fpare nobody, no not 
one that faiuft be namelefs, if he continues to take 
meafures that thwart our defigns and intereft. 

Double. They told you right, however do it darkly 
and ambiguoufly ; and take care not to fpeak plain 
Englifh till you fee we are quite out of hopes to get 
the parliament diflblved. But it is late, the Exchange 
begins to fill, and it is time for us to part. 

Wbiglove. Sir, I thank you for all your favours; 
I beg you would have me in your thoughts, and 
pray be pleafed to reprefent to our noble friends all 
my faithful endeavours for their fcrvicc. 

Double. I fhall not fail to do it, and hope times 
will fo mend, that your expectations may be an<* 
fwered. 
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Returned out of the Country: 
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betwee n 
Mr.WHIGLOVE and Mr. double, 

At the Rummer Tavern in Queen-Street. 



>■ ■ And now befides the fwcetncfs of Bribery, and other 
Gain, with the Love of Rule, their own Guiltinefs, 
and the dreaded name of Just Account, which the 
People had long called for, difcovered plainly that 
there were of their own Number, who fccretly con- 
trived and fomented thofe Troubles and Combuftions 
in the Land, &c. 

MiLTON*s dumber of tfat Long Pariiamikt in i64i« 
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Returned out op the CounTitr: 
OR. THE 

TRUE PICTURE 

O F 

A MODERN WHIG, &c. 

WHIGLOVE AND DOUBLE. 

Douik. TV^ R* Whiglovc, I hope you have not 
XVX ^'^ Jong alone. 

Wbiglove. No, Sir, I came but a quarter of an 
hour Mfore you. 

Double. Have you looked into the kitchin ? 

Wbiglove. Yes, and find there are preparations for 
a noble fupper. 

Double. Harry Killigrew befpoke it, and I gave 
him full power to do what he pleafed. I never cat 
with true fatisfa^tion but when tlie entertainment is 
of his ordering, he has a moft voluptuous fancy. 
If ever I reach the eftate I have propoted to myfelf, 
which is about lOO or 150,000 pound, I am po- 
fitivdy refolved to give him 500 a year only to 
infpeft my table; he has prodigious talents that 
way, and might have been caterer to LucuUus. 
But I faw him this morning hcuribly vexed and out 
of humour, 

N 4 miglove. 
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IVhiglove. How fo ? 

Double. It feems he intended a foupe d'ccriviflc, 
and had borrowed my French cook, who does it to 
a miracle ; but when all came to all, there was not 
a crawfiih to be had in town. I did but hint that 
lobfters might do as well» and I thought he would 
have drawn upon me. 

ff^higlove. How was he pacified ? 

Double. I told him of an Indian houfe where he 
might have fix birds nefts that came by the laft (hip, 
which would be the greater dainty. At the men- 
tion of this his drooping fpirits began to revive ; but 
he faid with a deep figh, I am forry to fee the go- 
vernment fo negligent as to fuffer this town to be 
without crawfilh. 

TVhiglove. I hope you fent him away fmiling ? 

Double. Yes, yes, and lie will be happy at leaft 
all this day, for I gave him out of my pocket 18 
guineas to pay for the birds nefts, and 12 guineas to 
fetch two dozen bottles of Tockay wine from a 
Hamborough merchant's of my acquaintance. 

IVhiglove. If two articles ftand you in 30 guineas, 
for God's fake what will your whole Supper come to ? 

Double. We (hall be twelve of us, and I believe 
it will coft me about 80 pound. 

Wbighve. Methinks that is a great deal for one 
treat. 

Double. It is fo; but we, whofe cxpences and 
riots are fupplied out of the pockets of the whole 
people of England, muft not value fo trifling a fum 
as that is : befides, it is for the reputation of our 
party that fuch a little fellow as I was thirteen years 
ago, Ihould be able and willing to fpend 80 pound 
upon a fmgle entertainment. 

Whiglove. But will not thefe exceffes and vani- 
ties give offence to fome of our godly friends n the 
city? 

Double. 
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Double. Not in the leaft -, for ever fince they be- 
gan to fmell at a court, which was towards the 
middle of the late King's reign, they have laid afide 
^11 their former fobricty and gravity of manners, 
and are become as expenfive and vicious as we 
are, who never fo much as made any profeflions of 
godlinefs. 

fVhiglove. When I heard Brawn give diredions 
below, that the young chickens, fquab pigeons, 
and wild fowl, Ihould all be piled up in pyramids, I 
thought you had invited no lefs than 50 perfons. 

Double. No, we are to be but 12. And you fee 
I have lent hither my own bufet, my own plate and 
linen, for I cannot bear with the naftinefs of an 
eating-houfe, and had entertained you at hqm.e, but 
that our nc^lp friends take a particular plcafure^ 
and think it for their intereft to ftiow themfelves 
often among their followers in the city. You are 
to have four courfes, and the table-linen changed 
at every courfe. As to your meat, you have feen 
it yourfclf ; and for liquor, I have brought my own 
Champagne, and perhaps it is the beil you ever 
tailed. So that we will be as merry as good wine 
and Harry Killigrew's flights can make us. 

Whiglove. Who are to be your company ? 

Double. Our three noble friends, fome of our city 
gang, and two young gentlemen of quality and 
great eftates, with whom I got acquainted in the 
North ; they are at prefent extremely averfe to our 
party, and one of the principal bufinefles to night 
will be to try if yoy can corriipt them, and bring 
them over to our fide. They came to town but lail 
night, and you fee how diligent we are, tliat I have 
feized upon them already. But let me tell you, Mr. 
Whiglove, I chiefly make this fupper upon your 
account, intending to take this opportunity of in- 
troducing you to our noble friends. 

IVhiglove^ 
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Wbiglove. Mn Double, I am very much oblig^ 
to you for this great favour, and the honour you 
defign me. 

Double. Indeed I have told their honours very 
roundly, that you have been too long n^lefbed. I 
have laid before them the fervices you have done 
in your circuits round the kingdom. I talk to them 
in this manner. ^< You are not to muzzel the ox 
«* that treadeth out the corn.*' Honeft Mr. Whig- 
love is not to fpend his own eftate to icrve you : 
You reap the benefit of the Ijres, falfe news, afper- 
fions and libels, which he difperies every where, 
his labours help to uphold you in your greatneis, 
he has viliiyed the latl: parliament, and contributed 
very much to poifon the people, and to make them 
out of love with their constitution, he has endea- 
voured to excufe all your illegal proceedings ; he 
has been your advocate when you were upbraided 
in every market town for having robbed the King 
and kingdom to enrich yourfelves ; in fhort, he has 
almoft bawled and railed himfelf into a confumption 
on your behalf, and yet you give him no coun- 
tenance, when you have preferred forty worthlefe 
fellows, becauie they flattered you to your faces, 
though they railed at you behind your backs. I 
likewife informed them how that to my certain 
knowledge four gentlemen of the other fide had 
lately lolE their eledions, merely by the falie ftories 
you had railed about them in the country : upon 
the whole matter, I fo reconunended your merits to 
their honours, that I dare venture to fay, I have 
laid the foundation of your fortune, and you fhall 
fee to-night how kindly you will be received. For 
my part I am fo confident in what I fay, that give 
mc 5 guineas, and I will give you 50, if within 
fix months you are not either in the excife or 
cuftoms. 

IVbigkve. 
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WUghvt. Well, Sir, take 5 guineas, and I with 
diis may prove lucky both to yourfelf and me. 
But pray remember to tell tliem that it was I who 
trumped up the two falie affidavits in Kent. It is 
true, one of them had not its efiefb at Maidftone, 
but the other did Colonel Gage's bufinefs at Ro- 
chefter \ the witnefles were of my fuborning, and I 
hope you do not ima^e fuch intrigues are to be 
managed without expence. 

Dmtble. No, no-, I know well enough, by expe- 
rience, that people will not forlwear themfelves for 
nothing : and I believe you are confiderably out of 
pocket in the affairs you have been carrying on in 
the country ; you have fowed largely, and now is 
the time to expeft your harveft : nor will I forget 
to cive them thefe particular inftances of your zeal 
and indulby in promoting the common cauie. 

HHriglave. When do you expeft your company ? 

Douile. A little paft e^ht, and it is now about 
five, I defired you to be here fooner than the reft, 
becaufe I had a mind to talk with you, for I think 
we have not been alone together fince our laft 
meeting at Garraway's in the fummer, two or three 
days before you went into Kent and Suflex. 

fFbiglave. Strange things have happened (ince 
that time. 

Double. Indeed meafures have been taken beyond 
dther our expeftations or our hc^s. And I muft 
own to you, my friend, when you and I parted, 
thoi^h I endeavoured to fet a good face upon the 
matter, yet my heart was a httle funk. Indeed 
there was fuch a tendency towards moderation in 
the country party, that I faw plainly enough we 
mi^t fcape with impunity, notwithftanding all our 
rapmes and depredations in the King's revenue 
and treafure, and the irreparable mifchi^ our weak 
and corrupt condud had brou^t upon the king- 
dom 
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dom in the lo years time we Whigs had the 
adminiftration of affairs. For you know the other 
fide is not implacable nor revengeful ; they were 
inclined to let us go off with the booty we had 
gotten, rather than to embroil the realm, by en- 
gaging with a mighty band of publick robbers, 
all bent and refolved to defend one another. 

IFbiglove. But I fuppofe you, nor the heads and 
leaders of our party, were not contented with bare 
impunity. 

D^uhle. No, no, we had far a better game to play 
than at once to forego power, dominion, all the great 
employments of the (late, and the hopes of fleecing 
England, as we had heretofore done. It is true, 
there was here and there a hen-hearted fellow among 
us, that thought himfelf happy to get away un- 
punifhed, but the reft were governed by a brifker 
^irit ; the majority of us were like a crew of brave 
and bold pyrates, who having gotten a large booty, 
were indeed for fecuring it in fome ftrong harbour, 
but at the fame time we defired to launch out to 
fea again, in order to feek new plunder, 

JVhiglove. This was the moft couragioys, and I 
hope will prove the wifeft courfe. 

Double. I defpiie a fneaking genius, that is fatis- 
fyed with moderate wealth and nonours. Suppofe 
a gentleman from 800 pound a year, comes to have 
at leaft 500,000 pound in his pocket, and to be 
made an Earl, is he to fit quiet? No, let him 
endeavour to get a million, and to be a Duke. If 
a lawyer from 300 a year in eftate and praftice both 
together, comes to have a good 6000 a year, and 
to be a Lord, is he to reft there ? No, let him think 
of doubling that eftate, and to be made an Earl. 
If another with fifty pound annuity, and whofc 
young ambition looked no higher than tythe pigs, 
and a fmall parfonage, attains to a barony, to the 

moft 
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moft profitable employment in the ftate, and to be 
worth 80,000 pound in money, is he to bound 
his hopes there ? No, let him afpire to be a Marquifs, 
to have a blue ribbon, and to be Lord High Trea- 
furer. As to the employment he has, he may aflign 
it over to his brother in truft for him -, and if they 
raked up fuch prodigious fortunes in 7 or 8 years, 
what may not be done if they get again into the 
fame power, and live any time ? 

Wbiglove. But will they not now have watchful a 

eyes upon them ? \ 

Double. Prithee, who fhould overlook them, if 2 

we can get the majority. At the worft perhaps 3 

they will be fometimes flirted at, but give me fat \ 

forrow ; and I think him a great fool that cannot || 

Hand a reflefting fpeech, while he is gettingj20,ooo ^ 

pound a year. But, God be thanked, England is !J 

fo much changed, that now the people love a man \ 

the better, the more he robs them. And do not X 

you fee that we have turned all the anger of the 3 

rabble againft the very perfons who defircd to fave \ 

the nation's money ? i 

Whtghve. Indeed vice profpers as v/ell as our s 

hearts can wilh. The accufer is in more danger 3 

tlian the criminal. Virtue fneaks up and down 8 

unregarded, or rather defpiled, and wealth fandlifies jj 

any roguery whatfoever. | 

Double. I always took it for a good omen to fee J 

things brought to that pafs. And let me tell you 
it was the general corruption of manners which I 
obferved, that encouraged me to advife our friends \ 

not to withdraw, but to make a bold pufli to re- \ 

cover the ground they had lately loft. 

Whiglove. You did difcreetly, 

Double. Some of them were fo fimple as to cry, 
We have got enough, let us ftop here, we rnay burn 
our fingers \ betides the publick is I'o much in debt, 

and 
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and its wants will be fuch, that no great matter can 
be got. I told them flatly they did not underftand 
England, when they talked in this manner, that 
our wealth was inexhauftible, that the depth of our 
folly was never to be fathomed, and that if they 
pleafed, they might cheat us on to the end of the 
chapter. Gentlemen, fays I, do but refled what a 
delicious morfel you will have in the fpoil of a whole 
people, delivered over by a corrupt miniftry, to bo 
ranlacked at pleafure. What if the nation be in 
debt, it is not fo poor yet, that we cannot fqueeze 
out of it four or five millions every year j and do 
you but procure fwinging taxes, and let me alone 
to chalk out a way, by which our party may put 
a lai^ proportion of the money into their 0¥ai 
pockets. 

fVbtghrje. This was home and well urged. 

Dotdfle. By thefe and fome other arguments of 
the like nature, I perfwaded our friends to make a 
ftand, and to eredt their countenances, which were 
fallen ever fince his majefty clofed the feflions with 
fuch a gracious fpeech. I advifed them to go down 
into the country, and to fpread about every where, 
that the parliament would certainly be diflblved, 
and I wrote the fame thing to all with whom I 
correfponded. 

IVbigkve. Your letters to me four months zm 
were fo pofitive, that I took it for a matter abfo- 
lutcly determined. 

Double, And yet, I knew no more of it at that 
time than I know who will be Duke of Venice a 
hundred years hence^ Nay, between you and me, 
I myfclf believed quite the contrary •, but not long 
after, as you fhall hear by and by, I was let into 
the fccret. However, it was neceflary to affirm 
this confidently, becaufe it made the underlings of 
our party die bolder in railing againfi: the houfe of 

^ommons^ 
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commons, which perhaps they durft not have done 
if they had believed it would fit again ; befides, 
this report kept our friends awake, and made them 
fecure an early interefl: in feveral borroughs and 
counties in cafe of a real diflblution. 

Wbighve. You need fay no more to make me 
applaud this part of your conduA. 

Double. When this affair was put into good order, 
we thought it feafonablc to taftc the people by fome 
fcurrilous libels. Out came Legion-, of which there 
were difperied upwards of thirty thoufand. Your 
humble fervant Tom Double was author of " The 
" Hiftory of the Kentifti Petition." And if you 
reckon the goodnefs of a book, Jacob Tonfon's 
way, by the falc of it, I am no bad writer, for of 
my pamphlet there were printed near 10,000. 
Soon after we publilhed the Vindication of tlie 
Earl of Rochefter, and I am informed two of 
our noble friends clubbed their wits in that libel. 

Whiglove. I had the parcel you fent me, and 
difperfoi them ; but I was told all the fads, as 
they are fet forth in that paper, are falfe. 

Double. Friend Whiglove, there is as much truth 
in the alcoran as in any of the papers we publifh -, 
I grant thejr are all rank fallhoods from top to 
bottom. But we Modern Whigs are for lying, 
though the lye will lafl but three hours \ it is the 
cordial that has revived us in many a defperate 
ficknefs -, for my own part, I am lb ufcd to it, that 
I hardly know when I fpeak true or falfe. And fay 
what you will, a weak and corrupt adminillration^ 
fuch as ours has been ever fince we were in power, 
is not to be carried on without it. Beficles, no 
private men can be fo induftrious to vindicate 
themfelves, as we are to afperie them; it is utterly 
impofllble. A lye fhall reach to 40,000 perfbns, 
of which not the twentieth part come in a long time 

to 
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to be put right ; it then has its effeft upon all the 
reft. No, no, a feafonable lye is of great importance 
to thofe who have a foul game to play. And to 
prove what I fay, by an undeniable inftance, the 
gentlemen of the laft houfe of commons, many of 
which we have fo falfely afperfed in our libels, will 
undoubtedly in a Ihort time clear their reputations 
to the whole world, the people will come to be 
difabufed, and our villainous malice will be made 
apparent. But in the mean while have not our 
lyes made feveral of them lofe their eledions ? I beg 
you would obferve what good fuccefs Mr. Cock- 
brain and Mr. Slander have had in Glocefterlhire. 
Truly, I did not think they could have prevailed to 
get Mr. How out, but I find our noble friends 
were in tlie right to bear the charges of that expe-< 
dition, and by dint of downright lying you fee what 
we have done there. 

IVbiglove. By what I can hear, never any thing 
was better manned. 

Double. Our party took care to fend thither five 
portmanteaus Ihift full of libels ; every freeholder 
m the county had one of each fort fent to his houfe ; 
they were chiefly diftributed by the prcfbytcrian 
parfons, they ^ere diiperfed in every market town 
on the market day ; and fo carefol we were, that 
where the people could not read, we had men pofted 
to read the libels to them. Our lyes, of his having 
taken French money, and fpoken difrefpcdliul 
words of the King, pafled for current, and by thefe 
engines we battered down an intereft, that truly I 
thought was flever to be ihaken. 

Mnrigkve. Yet I am told moft of the gentry ftnd 
fubftarttial freeholders were for him. 

Double. That is true, for they faw into all our 
bafe pradtices, and he had 1575 for him, of which 
1400 were fingle voices, 

WT:>iglove. 
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JVbiglove. Why that is as many as he had when 
he was firft elefted ; for as I remember, when he 
was firfl: chofen knight of the fhire he bad but 1400, 
and at his laft eledion 1700. 

Double. It is trae, but this time we muftered 
people fiom every part of the kingdom ; and we 
had peribns at B^ackwell Hall, who all along while 
the matter depended, told the clothiers as they came 
up, England, and particularly the woollen manu- 
faChire, would be ruined if Mr. How was chofeq, 

Whiglove. This and fome other tranfaftions of 
yours makes me defpife that want of diligence which 
I have obferved in the church-party : When are 
they feen to play a trick of this nature i They think 
to fupport themfelves by truth and honefty, as if 
that would do, when we have fo corrupted all ranks 
and degrees of the people. 

Double. I could inftance to you above threefcorc 
gentlemen more who have been fupplanted in their 
burroughs and counties meerly by the falfe whifpcrs 
and abominable lyes that have been fuggcftcd by 
the tools and emiflaries we have had in every part 
of England this whole fummcr. Firft, we rnftrufted 
them to fay. That all the country-party in genifral 
were bribed by the French King \ but then befidcs, 
we had a diftinft ftory for evciy particul:ir perfon. 
Such a one uttered difrefpcdtful words of his Majefty 
in the houfe of commons. Another has the Prince 
of 'Wales's picture hung up in his clofet. Such a 
one fpoke againft the bill of focceflion. Another 
correfponds with the Queen in France. He who 
ftands at your corporation, is a rank Jacobite, his 
partner was in the La Hogue bufmeis. He who 
lets up for your county, is intirely in the French 
intereft. Thus they had fomething to fay againft 
every onCi And I defy you to name any eminent 
man of the 6ther fide who had mifTed his elcftion. 

Vol. IV. O but 
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but I can (how yoy the very point, upon which we 

blafted his reputation. 

JVhiglove. But had your agents no grounds for 
what they faid ? 

Double. No more than I have to accufe you for 
defigning to poifon the Cham of Tarury. But our 
Jicads and leaders here in town reckoned up what- 
ever they thought would be obnoxious to the people, 
then they ordered our emiflaries to charge thofc 
crimes upon all fuch members as they intended to 
oppofe. There was a certain prelbyterian parfbn 
that you recommended to nic, did excellent 
fervice. 

IVhiglovt. Who do you mean, Caleb Cafe- 
hardened ? 

Double. The fame: That fellow is worth his 
weight iagold. You cannot imagine what a ferment 
he has raifed among the diflenters. He has rid 
poft throughout all the kingdom, and frighted thofc 
of the fcparation out of their wits, by telling them 
tht laft parliament defigned to deprive them of their 
liberty of confcience. I thought I could lye impu- 
dently enough, but he out-does me ten bars length. 
There are very few who liave contributed more to 
influence elections than your friend Caleb. He ha^ 
brought a great many of the godly to be of our 
fide, who were alienated from us^ and began to be 
reconciled to the candor and moderation of the 
church-party. Upon my word, I take his merits 
to be fo eminent, that I think fomething confiderable 
ought to be done for him. If you can perfuade him 
to iv/allow the oaths, and conform, I here promife 
to do my utmofl with the great ones of our party 

to get him made a B p. 

iVhiglove. 1 here is no doubt of his complying. 
But are there not fome obje6tions to his life and 
manners, that y/ill be a bar to his preferment ? 

Dwhle. 
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Doubk. Thofe impediments we always overlodc, 
if the man can be ufeful to us. It is true, he is 
vicious in his perfbn, and very illiterate, but the 
worfe he is, the better for our purpofe ; becaufe 
fuch a one will be a (candal to his doth, and brii^ 
a reflection upon the church, which it is our bufineu 
toexpofe and render contemptible to the people^ 
Befides, we (hall have another advantage by his 
being in that (iation, he will beftow all me livinn 
in his gift, upon fuch of the clei^ as warp towaros 
his principles, or who are direfUy of his own cu( 
and ftamp, which will add ftrength to our fide; 
for you may plainly lee what a party we have got 
among the cleigy, by having had for lb many years 
the diipofal of the beft benefices* Is it not vifible 
how many gown-men have been brought to poll 
for our friends, though they cannot be fuch ideots 
as not to know, we hate and deipife both them and 
their whole order? However the appearance of 
prefent intereft draws many of them in to join 
with us. 

ff%ighve. Indeed we have fufficiendy deluded 
ibme of the ions of Aaron, and made them a6t a 
ftrange part. Well, I will endeavour to reconcile 
Caleb to the furplice, and I doubt not but you will 
be a good Iblicitor for him. 

Double. Fear not me, I am for encoura^ng him 
or any other who will inflame the people for us 1 
it is by fuch fellows, and by our libels that we 
have outed fo many gendemen of birth, parts 
and fortune, which I hopt will do our work 
compleady. 

IVhighve. By the way, I have often wondred, 
how our fide, who are obnoxious to fb much cenfure, 
and are guilty of fo many real crimes, durft venture 
to cry whore firft, and to begin the paper war, as 
We lately did, in fuch an outra^ous manner. 

O 2 Double^ 
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Double. I will explain this to you. Had we de- 
figned to be only upon the defenfive, to have lain 
quiet had certainly been beft. But refolving to 
make a defperate pulh to recover the power and 
employments we had loft, or were in dangpr of 
lofing, we thought in thefe fort of flcirmifhes, as in 
other warlike attempts, that fortune would favour 
thofe who began the attack. We faw any calm 
was fatal to our intereft; that the tumults our 
Kentilh friends had raifed towards the latter end of 
laft feflions began to vanifh, and that the country 
party daily got ground upon us in the opinion 
of the people ; we therefore judged it of abfblute 
neceflity to fow frefli fedition, to ftir up animofities, 
and to revive the difcords of the nation ; which our 
pamphlets have, I hope, done efiefhially. 

ff^highve. Without doubt you were in the right, 
not to let the new miniftry fix and take root. 

Double. Was it not heroick impudence in us to 
accufe them, by way of anticipation, before wc 
could pofTibly know what they had done^ or 
would do ? 

JVhiglove. But all our party cry out they were 
jiot in the intereft of England^ during the late 
reigns. 

Double. So we fay indeed, but th^ devil of any 
folid proofs have we for thefe allegations. Under 
the rofe, to my knowledge, moft of the particular 
fafts we charge them with, are meer inventions of our 
own -, but thefe lyes ferve to blacken them, and to 
amufe the people. But fuppofe what we fay were 
true, as God knows it is far from it, do we like a man 
a jot the worfe for any of his former actions, when 
he concurs with us heartily in what we are doing 
at that inftant? If Lucifer would call himfelf a good 
Modern Whig, we fliould forgive his apoftacy, and 
take him in with us» 

fVbiglcve, 
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fFbigbve. Notwithftanding I knew the innocence 
of the Lords lately employol, that did not hinder 
me from roaring out every where in the country, 
that England was loft, if they were not removed^ 
and our friends reftored. 

Double. How was what you faid received ? 

fFbiglcve. Very well among the vulgar, but I njet 
with frequent rebukes firom men of ienfe, and fuch 
as underitood the world. 

Doable. What did they fay ? 

WUgkve. They told me. That if the noble 
peribns, againft whom I uttered my inveftives, had 
been corrupt minifters, they would be richer than 
they are at prefent ; they are men of but fmall 
cxpence, they were long in bufinefs, and yet it is 
notorious they have got but very moderate fortunes 
in the fervice of fo many years; whereas, Mr. 
Whiglove, the minifiers you cry up at fuch a rate, 
have been all along as riotous as Mark Antony, and 
yet they are as rich as Craflfus : Nor has their luxu* 
nous vanity hindred them from being now poficfled 
of vaft eftates, and they have done their bufineis in 
a very few years ; from whence follows, that one 
fet of ftateftnen ferved honcftly, and as well as the 
times would allow of, and that your friends have 
only ierved themfelves, and robbed their mafter. 

Double. What did you reply to this ? 

JVHgtove. Faith I had recourfe to our old trick, 
which is audacioufly denying plain matter of fad, 
when it makes againft us. 

Double. But then I heme you urged how much 
national intereft was n^leoed during the late reigns, 
and that the fault was in the miniftry. 

H^biglove. This I did, but Ibme anfwered me. 
That the adminiftration of affairs was very difficult, 
under Princes who have a different religion, and a 
different intereft from their people. That fuch a 

O 3 com« 
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complyance, as might not be quite excufable, was 
requifite fomctimes, in matters of no great impor- 
tance, left thofe fliould be brought in who would 
dick at nothing, and who were willing and ready 
to fubvert the whole. But your friends have done 
ill under a good reign, and when they had a Prince 
upon the throne, di^ofed by intereft and inclination 
to perfue the welfare of his country. Your friends 
had no women nor priefts to rule him who ruled 
the whole ; their mif^vernment therefore was not 
of neceffity, but choice, becaufe they found they 
got more by a bad than by a good adminiftration. 

Double. I am forry to fee there are country 
gentlemen by whom we arc fo well known and 
underftood. 

fVbiglove. Nay, they faid a great deal more; 
and it is fit you ihould know all, that you may be 
the abler to fence againft thefe fort of objedions, 
when you meet with them in the court of requefts. 

Double. Pray let us have the whole. 

JVhiglove. It was reproached to me, and I doubt 
juftly enough, That we Modern Whigs had ftooped 
below all the moft fervile flatteries of the two late 
courts : That we had promoted all the bad, and 
oppofed all the good things that were offered in the 
houfe of commons for ten years together 2 That wi5 
were for a ftanding army, and againfl the bills for 
better trials of treafon, and for triennial parliaments : 
That from the treaty of Ryfwick to the King of 
Spain's death, our great ones were in fuch a dole 
conjunction with France as was grown fcandalous 
even to the meaneft of the vulgar : That every body 
fmiled with fcorn and indignation to fee favourites 
and prime minifters a<5ling the parts of gentlemen- 
ufhers, and receiving count Tallard at the foot of 
the ftairs at Kenfington ; and wondered to find a 
French AmbalTador, in a Whiggifh Miniftry, more 

careffed 
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carcflcd at court, than ever Barillon had been in 
the reign of King Charles the lid. 

Double. How was that to be avoided, when the 
partition-treaty was then in agitation ? 

Whiglove. To this was replyed to me. That we 
ought not to have courted our own ruin at fuch a 
rate -, That France was ready enough to undo us 
without all thefe Ihameful applications to their mi- 
nifter. Several told me, Europe owed all its prefcnt 
miferies to that fatal treaty \ I1iat, in particular, it 
had thrown England into fuch a labyrinth, that the 
wifeft men in the realm knew not how to find their 
way out •, That it has forced us upon a very diffi- 
cult after-game to recover Spain from the Duke of 
Anjou, when he is in poffeflion of it. They fay. 
We and Holland joining as we did with France, 
frighted the King of Spain into making a will in 
favour of the houfe of Bour.bon ; and that the more 
we feel the calamities of the future war, the more 
we fhall curfe that pernicious council. In fliort, I 
was told. That men in their fenfes, by two or three 
Ikins of parchment, would never have given up to 
the French King fo many large dominions without 
ftriking a ftroke, unlefs they had been foundly 
bribed to it. 

'Double, Then they turn the taking money from 
France upon our friends and our party. I muft 
own to you, it looks very fufpicious upon us •, for 
if it was worth the King of France's while to give 
money for any thing that could be done in England, 
it muft have been to procure the partition-treaty, 
which, if it had taken the intended effedt, had been 
a good pennyworth to him, though he had given a 
million for it. 

Whiglove. I infinuated. That Holland had joined 
in this tripple league againtt Spain, and that com- 
monwealths fcldom were falfe to their own intereft. 

O 4 DoHhk. 
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Double. How did that work ? 

Wkiglove. It ferved well enough to amufe our 
own fools ; bur the other fide bid me read over the 
firft part of the " Partition of the I.yon in the Fable,*' 
in the original French, writte in behalf of the 
Emperor, where it is plainly made out. That this 
whole tranfadtion was managed with as much fecrecy 
in Holland as it was in England ; and that it would 
have been as ill reli(hed by the States, had it been 
communicated to them, as it was by us when it was 
made publick here. 

Double. It was well that unlucky book was not 
tranflated into Englifh, it paints us in our true co- 
lours, and lays at our door the King of Spain's will, 
and all the bad cffefts it is like to produce in 
Chriftendom. 

fVhiglove. I thought that book had been tranflated. 

Double. No, our party palmed upon the town 
a Grubftreet tranfiation of a pamphlet that came 
out fome time afterwards, not written by the fame 
hand, nor with the fame fpirit, and we called it, 
** The firft and fecopd part of the Partition of the 
" I -yon in the Fable." 

IVkiglove. It was dexteroufly done, and I fee, 
you ncglcft nothing that tends to keep your mifma- 
nagement from being laid open to the people. 

Double. Our great (kill, and that which has and 
muft preferve us, is our exclaiming againft the leafl 
trip made by the other fide, and conftantly throw- 
ing a vail over all our own fatal and deftruftive 
councils : And if there were but a fufficient number 
of perfons that could rail and lye with the fame 
impudence that myfelf and fome others, I could 
name, have lately done, I fliould not make the Icaft 
doubt of doing what we pleafed in England. 

Whigbve. There is one point I could hardly get 
over among the country gentlemen; which was, 

our 
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cmr behaviour to the Scots at Darien. They told 
me. This colony would have lecared us a footing 
in the Spanifh Weft-Indies in cafe of the King of 
Spain's death* It was obje£bed to me. That die 
Spanifh Ambaflador at that dme fearce complained 
of this fetdement, but that Count Tallard gave in 
memorial after memorial about it. 

Double. Well, what about all this P 

IVhiglove. They fay. We fhould not fo fhamefully 
h v * aban.toned our brethrdln of Scotland, when the 
belV uart of their nobiliiy and gentry were embarked 
in the expences ex that expedition. They bad me 
read over ccrt:::In proclamations, which indeed did 
contain fomc unufual clauies. It was alledged to 
me. That a very flcnder countenance from hence 
yrould have preferved that colony, which now would 
have been of infinite advantage to £nQ;land. I en- 
deavoured to palliate things as well as I could, and 
faid, it would have been an abfolute breach with 
Spain. To which was anfwered, You Modern 
Whigs were rather afraid it would have been an 
abfolute breach with France, and durft not make 
a ftep that might then interrupt their meafures. 

Double. Indeed to have fccured the Scots might 
have given great offence to the French King, while 
the two treaties of partition were upon the anvil : 
but had our party known he would have accepted 
of the will, Darien (hould have been aiTifted in fuch 
a manner as would have given his grandfon fuificient 
trouble in the Indies ; and I muft own this affair, 
and our facrificing the Emperor in the treaty which 
gave the Spanifh fucceflion to the Duke of Bavaria's 
line, excluding the houfe of Aufbia, as well as our 
making France fo great, as we did by both thofe 
treaties, will be eternal blots in die fcutcheon 
of a Whig-Miniftry : But what is there our impu- 
dence will not bear us out in i Wc have railed 

at 
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at France fb long, that though we Ihould betray 
England twenty times over, the rabble will hardly 
be brought to believe it -, and our comfort is, we can 
fo delude them that they ftiall not fee their own 
dcftruftion till we have had an opportunity to fleece 
and rob them for fome years longer, and then it is 
to be hoped we (hall be grown too great to be ques- 
tioned or called to an account by a few refly country 
gentlemen. 

JVbiglove. As to our ufage of the Emperor, and 
as to our fcandalous negleft of the proteftant in- 
tereft in Germany at the treaty of Ryfwick, which 
matters were tranfafted while our party had the 
power, I had flams and excufes that pafled well 
enough upon the fools I converted with ; but in 
Suffolk, at a club where there were feveral gentle- 
men of figure and fortune, and where I was crying 
up our noble friends, it was objedted to me, the 
immenfe debt in which they had involved the king- 
dom during their adminiftration. 

Double. You fliould have denyed matter of faft. 

lybiglcve. I attempted to do fo ; but one of them 
pulled out of his pocket an exact (late of the debts 
made up the 5th of Nov. laft, and fuch, he faid, 
as might be depended upon. 

Double. Well, what did they amount to ? 

Whiglove. The grofs debt of England, reckoning 
principal and intereft then due, was on that day, 
17,031,833 pounds II (hillings and 7 pence. 

Double. But thcr^ are funds provided for moft 
of the(c fums. 

Wbiglcve, Yes, the aft for making good deficien- 
cies has engaged the old and new culloms, &c. for 
4,068,559 pounds 14 (hillings and 6 pence. 
There are likewife othcfr funds fettled for 1,875,463 
pounds 19 fliillings and 5 pence. The three 9 
penccs and the duties on fait and ftampt paper, am 
^ alio 
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alio fet out to pay the annuities, lottery-dckets, and 
intereft nioney of the Bank and New Eaft-India 
company; which debts did then amount o 
5,612,995 pounds 15 ihillings. 

Double. Let us iee your paper. (Reads.) 

The aft for making good^ ^' ^' ^ 

deficiencies, &c. provided for > 49068,559 14 6 
by the general mortgage, 3 

Provided for by other 1 ^^^ ^ 

funds, - ^ } ''^75.463 19 5 

Provided for by the three ^ 
9 pences, and the duties on C 5,612,995 15 -* 
&lt and ftampt paper, J 

Total of the debts pro- 7 « 

vidcd for, - ^ } "'557,019 8 " 

Well, all this we arc out of care for. 

fVbighve. Yes, but read further and you will 
find a long lift of deficiences for which as yet there 
is no provifion made ; Exchequer bills, malt tickets, 
firft 3 (hilling aid, 20 per cent, on paper, third 
quarterly poll, leather duty, third 3 fhilling aid, 
and iecond 2 fhilling aid. 

Double. I fee it, and on the faid 5th of Nov. the 
principal and intereft of thefe deficiencies amounted 
to 2,367,539 pounds 2 (hillings and 8 pence. 

IFbiglove. But there are other debts ftill lying 
out, that is to fay. To the navy, and vifhialling 
office, 1,100,000 pound; to the traniport-fervicc 
for the redu£l;ion of Ireland, 420,000 pound ; and 
to the land forces and for arrears of fubfidies to the 
allies, about 800,000 pound : There is likewife 
owing to the civil lift at leaft 650,000 pound: 
And t6 Prince George of Denmark, on a privy feai 
for a valuable confideration, 85,000 pound princi- 
pal 
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pal money, and 52,275 pound for intcrcfl:, at fix 
per cent, from the 3ifl: of July 1691, to the 31ft 
of Oft. 1701. 

Double. Let us fee the pen and ink. 

Total of the debts provided 1 '• o ^' 

for, _ _ } n»557>o^9 8 ^i 

Deficiencies unprovided for — 2,367,539 2 8 
Debts in publick offices, — 2,320,000 — • — 

Arrears to the civil lift, — — 650,000 

Prince George's debt, — — 137*275 — — 

In all, 17,031,833 II 7 

IVhiglove. But out of this you are to deduft 
1 6o,coo pound which may arife by the fale of the 
Irijfh forfeitures, and which is appropriated to the 
payment of feveral of thefe debts. 

Double. Whiglove, I cannot help fmiling to fee 
thee mention that article with fuch a ferious coun- 
tenance : Canft thou be fo dull as to imagine we 
ever defign that any thing fhall be made of thofe 
forfeitures ? I wilh we had it as much in our power 
to confound the authors and promoters of that re- 
fumption, as we have it in our intention to confound 
the aft itfelf. We muft render it ineffeftual, were 
it only upon this finglc confideration. That all 
things ought to be done that may bring difgracc on 
the proceedings of the two laft parliaments. But 
I find a ftrong inclination in our party to repeal the 
very aft ; and you may obferve moft of our late 
pamphlets look that way -, 1,600,000 pound is but 
a trivial fum to be levied upon the people of Eng- 
land, but it is exceeding hard to take 1 10,000 pounds 
per annum of good Irifh lands out of the pockets of 
not above 17 perfons (for the bulk of the whole 
forfeited eftates was given among this number) who 

for 
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for at leaft 3 years together, had wafted their time 
and labour at court in beg^ng of thefe poor grants \ 
and on my confcience, the people fecm now to be 
fo delicately dilpofed, that I believe they would 
readily confent to 8 (hillings in the pound, rather 
than not break into this refumption. Do not you 
fee they languifh for taxes *, and were they not in a 
manner angry with the laft Houle of Commons, 
becaufe they endeavoured to fave their money ? I 
hope our party will take care the fame objeflion 
may not lie againft them: and in order to it, one 
of the beft things they can promote, is that all 
thele Irifh lands may be reftored to the grantees. 

fFbiglove. I doubt this will not go down fo glibly 
as I could wifli. 

Double. If it be done at all, it muft be pufhcd at 
the firft heat, in the honey moon that is now be- 
tween the deluded people and the Modem Whigs •, 
for as loon as our friends the rabble come to be cool, 
and think a little, they will look into this and k- 
veral other defigns we arc forming for our own 
advantage. 

ff^biglove. Have you made any fteps towards de- 
feating this a6t? 

Double. Can you fufpeft we have been wanting 
in fo material a point ? Have you not feen tlie cir- ^ 

cular letter, direited to the juftices of the peace, .| 

grand jury, clei^, &c. of that kingdom ? 

Wbigleve. What is the purport of it ? 

Doi^le. It is dated at Dublin, the 23d of Decern- *^ 

ber, 1 70 1, and begins thus: "Gentlemen, it is i 

** the opinion of our friends in England, who have i 

** an opportunity to make the beft judgment of 
** things, that if the King be rightly applied to, it 
** may be in his power to procure us a relaxation of 

the grievances which the aft of refumption has 

brought upon us^ they therefore have taJcen care 

" to 
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•* to meet frequently to confult of proper methods^ 
•* and have imparted their thoughts to us ; we have 
** followed their advice, and have made it our bu- 
** finefs to have die fenfe of the nobility and gentry 
** here concerning the fame affair. The refult of 
•« all the confultations both there and here, and our 
** unanimous opinion is, that the beft, and indeed 
•« only way is, for all the counties in this kingdom 
^ to reprefcnt our grievances, and implore his Ma- 
•* jeft)''s favour and afliftance." 

Wbiglovc. What does this letter tend to? 

Double. The defign of it is to procure addrefles 
from all the counties of Ireland, that the aft of 
rcfumption may be repealed ; but you may perceive 
from the letter, it moves originally from our party 
here, who would be glad to raife the fame ferment 
in Ireland, as they have done in England, being 
defirous to render the houfc of commons equally 
odious to both kingdoms. I fuppofe you will 
fliortly fee the addrefs itfelf, it is as infolent as wet 
could wiih it, and couched in terms almoft as dif- 
refpeftful to the parliament, as the Kentifli petition ; 
but it befpatters the truftees bravely. Among others, 
it has this expreffion ; " That the whole fcheme of 
** the adl, and the manner of executing of it, de- 
^ prtfles and difcountenances the Proteftant interell 
•^ of this kingdom, and encourages thePapifts," &c. 
I fuppofe it was penned here, and fent over diither, 
as the fenfe of the great ones in England. How fome 
gentlemen of worth have been drawn in to fign it, 
I cannot imagine, but there is nothing we cannot 
bring about by our artifices. 

Whiglove. Some perfons talk of taking 3 or 4 
years purchafe for thefe eftates, and fo to confirm 
the grants by aft of parliament. 

Double. I have heard of this project, but like it 

not J it is a plain confeflion, we have at kail robbed 

3 the 



of a Modern Whig. 207 

the nation of fo much \ and it will ftill be a refiimp- 
tion, which we muft never countenance in any man- 
ner, who intend to promote and fet up a corrupt 
and rapacious miniftry. For if part of an exorbitant 
grant may be refumed, by the fame rules of juftice, 
they may refume part of any exorbitant gain made 
upon the King and kingdom ; and if fuch a dan-« 
gerous precedent fhould be eftabliihed, no man can 
plunder the publick with any fafety. I am therefore 
for infilling upon the prerogative^ and for repealing 
the whole ad ; it is but calling it a French defign, 
and we may do the work ; befides, this is one of 
the points die heads and leaders of our party have 
undertaken to carry. 

IVbiglove. I am ftill afraid the people will not 
cafily part with 1,600,000 pound. 

Double. Well what we cannot do direftly, we 
muft endeavour to accomplifti by indired means. 
Firft, We will find fault with whatever has been j 

done by the truftees : we will fay they take bribes, ; 

give corrupt judgments, that they have harrafled all j 

the people of Ireland, that they favour the Papifts, - 

and make it their whole bufinefs to difcountenance \ 

the Proteftant intereft : We will try to cramp them i 

for the future in their powers : We will give them ' 

all poflible difcouragement and difcountenance : We | 

will promote any fort of accufation that may be | 

made againft them : We will encourage petitions, J 

let them be never fo groundlefs or unrealbnable ; in 8 

fhort, we will interpofe fo many delays and ob- • 

ftrudions, that the whole affair (hall languiih to j; 

fuch a degree, as all the promoters of the a£b (hall * 

grow weary of it 5 for, fay what you will, we muft 
utterly exdngaifh that publick fpirit which (ome 
people Jiave, of endeavouring to fave the kingdom's 
money, becauie at the long run it will gain them 
fuch popularity, as muft in the conclufion be fatal 
to our party. 

JVhiglrje. 
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ff^kiglove. If that be your relblution, your debt 
will then be above 17 millions, which muft be a 
heavy load upon thofe who are to come after us. 

Double. Prithee what care we for pofterity -, this 
burthen, as you call it, will chiefly fall upon the 
landed men, and it is our intercft to humble the 
ancient gentry, becaufe they know our originals, 
and call us upftarts and leeches, that are IwoUen big 
by fucking up the nation's blood. Befides it has 
never been the principle of us Modern Whigs to 
look before us, we mind nothing but the prcfent, 
let the future take care of itfelf, our bufinefs muft 
be to gain time, and fre(h opportunities of increaf- 
ing our own fortunes ; but pray tell me. What did 
the country-puts, you converted with, fay concern- 
ing this great debt ? 

fFhiglove. Why they told me it was brought upon 
the kingdom by your con*upt and loofe manage* 
ment, that if you had been either wife, careful, or 
honeft, England needed not at this day to have 
owed a fingle penny. 

Double. How did they make that out ? 

tVhiglove. They (howed me that at the b^inning 
of the Revolution the crown revenue yielded clear 
of all charges whatlbever in the colleftion above 
2 millions per annum ; that the war did not diminiib 
the excife ; that fuppofe the excife and cuftoms both 
together had been thereby decreafed 500,000 pound 
a year, yet if you had not given away the hearth 
money, and if you had but managed the revenues, 
and protefted our foreign trade with any tolerable 
care, the old branches would have been a very 
fufficient fund for 1,500,000 pound a year. That 
the three additional nine pences which you have laid 
upon beer and ale, would have been about 400,000 
pound a year. That the 4 {hilling aid might with 
eafe have been brought to have yielded 2 millions a 

ycarj 



of a Modern Whig. 209 

year ; fo that you had here for the war 4 millions 
annually, bating 100,000 pound. Over and above 
all this, you laid other extraordinary duties upon 
the excHe from the year 1690, inclufive, to the year 
1693, inclufive, which in the whole produced 
1,1 12,274 pound 5 fhillings and 4 pence. Befides 
which, during the war, you have had two fingle 
polls wWch amounted to above 550,000 pound, and 
two quarterly polls which yielded near 1,100,000 
pound \ and tlie capitation, &c. amounting to above 
600,000 pound net money. Add to this the malt- 
duty, which produced 947,113 pound 6 (hillings 
9 pence half penny. Another gentleman likewife 
told me. That during the war, there were levied 
new impofitions or cuftoms, and double tunnage, 
befides the duty upon leather, upon marriages, upon 
births, &c. upon hackney coaches, &c. upon fait, 
and a duty on ftampt paper, &c. and upon ^afs 
windows. 

Double. Well, what did he infer from this } 

Wbiglove. He faid. If we had done that at firft, 
which we were compelled to at laft, if thefe impo- 
fitions had been laid in the beginning of the war, the 
nation had paid little lefs upon the whole than they 
did, and our debts now had been but inconfiderable. 

Double. I hope you replied. That we had taken 
this courfe, but that the country party hindered us. 

fFbiglove. I faid fo, but they laughed at me, and 
anfwered. That we were all the while mailers of the 
field, that the other fide could feldom number above 
80, and for feveral years together were never ftrong 
enough to cany a fingle vote, and that confe* 
quently all this male adminiftration lay at our own 
doors. 

Double. I cannot deny but that, within the year, 
all the money might have been raifed, which was 
ncccflary for the war, even at the extent it was 

Vou IV, F managed; 
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managed ; (0 that according to the notion of your 
country gentlemen, the kingdom had been at this 
day very little in debt, and without doubt this had 
been the beft for England ; but let me tell you, 
it had not been io well for us and our party. If 
the war had been carried on frugally, and at fuch 
anexpence, as the nation was able to bear, how 
could we have got fuch prodigious fortunes, as all 
of us have done, that have meddled in the Kind's 
bufmefs ? Had the money been railed within me 
year, the publick would have had little or no in^ 
terell to pay ; he would have been thought an ex- 
tortioner, that had afked above 6 per cent, for his 
money. High premiums had been quite out of 
doors, tallies m\m have been all along at a par, and 
if the houfe of commons had been h^ put to it to 
provide every year for that year's expence, they 
would have made an earlier infpeftion into the laying 
out of the kingdom's treafure; therefore our friends, 
when they came into play, took right meafures for 
themfelves, though fatal ones to their country, for 
the firft thing they did was to plunge the ftate into 
as many debts as poflibly they could. 

JVhiglove. But I have heard fome even of the 
hotted fticklers for you, very much cenfurc this 
part of your condud. 

Double. You mean, I warrant you, a parcel of 
four Old Whigs, who intend well to the publick, 
and would have every thing go in a right courfe j 
but can they imagine us fuch fools as to be of a 
party, and to make fuch a noife in the world as we 
do, only for the bare recompence of being called 
honeft men, and good patriots? No, no, thofe 
mufty morals are laughed at now-a-days. However, 
let us extol and flatter thofe gentlemen you talk of, 
as long as they will lend us their reputations, and 
grave countenances to play the knave under. Let 

us 



9f a Modern Whig. all 

us tell them they are in the right, but for all that» 
we who are the buftling men, and who have our 
fortunes to make, will purfue our own game. I 
tell you pofitivcly, our party could not do a wifcr 
thing for themfelves, than to run the nation in this 
immenfe debt. 

fytnglove. But how will it ever be paid ? 

Doidfk. Let them look to that to whom the 
money is owing, it (hall never trouble my head. I 
will tSdce care of one, and withdraw my own effedls < 

at the firft approach of danger, which I fhall fmell i 

out as foon as another, and lb let every one (hitt j 

for himfelf . | 

Wbiglove. However, I wilh we were clear of this j 

incumbrance, it will make raifmg of money here- \ 

after very difficult. , 

Double. So much the better •, for the more dif- | 

ficulties the government lies under, the higher our | 

premiums and intereil muft be who defign to be the \ 

lenders. How do you think fo man^ of us have \ 

raifed fuch vaft eilates ? Was it not from the dit i 

trefles of the publick, when they were forced to , 

give 20, 30 and 40, nay I myfclf have made 50 per ^ 

cent, of my money ? Take it from me, Mr. Whig- • 

love, the only time for a cunning man to thrive in, j 

is, when the government is poor ; at the rate I live, | 

5 or 6 fuch years as the three laft were, would make 1 

me a beggar. I had as live lock what I have up in a ^ 

trunk, as let it out at 6 or 7 per cent, but by the : 

grace of God I hope to fee better days. 

ffHnglove. Do you begin then to fmell high pre- ! 

miums, large intereft, and a fwingeing diicount • 

upon tallies ? 

Double. Yes, I have a ftrong and a favoury fccnt 
of all this in my noftrils, juft at this happy moment : 
merhinks I fee the officers of the fleet and army, 
widows of gallant men that have died in the fcrvice,, 
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and whole fhoals of thofe who Ihall furnifh (lores 
and naval preparations, come b^ging to me, as 
they did often, during the laft war, that I would 
difcount their tallies at 40 and 50 per cent, lofs ; 
thofe were glorious days, which we fliall not fail to 
fee again, if we can fb work, as to reftore our noble 
friends to the exercife of all their former power. 

tVhiglove. You are in a rapture, Mr, Double. 

Do^k. I mull own thefe golden expedations 
fomewhat tranfport me. 

Whigh/ue. But I hear fome difcrcet perfons of our 
party fey. They will promote railing within the year, 
the whole money that from time to time fliall be 
wanting for the future war. 

Double. You are upon me again with your Old 
Whigs, I know this comes from them, they arc 
men of fine notions, but take it from me, they have 
not pra£bical underftandings ; however, let them 
weary themfelves for a while in finding out ways and 
means of raifing within the year, fuch a fum as we 
ihall want, be afTured, not a man of us Modern 
Whigs will give them any help or light in a fcheme 
of that nature, it is too much againft our intereft. 
And when they once find in what a wood they are, 
they will be glad to clofe with us, who are for pro- 
jedbs, remote funds of credit, and for ranning the 
nation into yet a further debt ; and if we can but 
get them into this for two or three years, it will then 
be too late to fee their error, for by that time we 
fliall have pawned the whole kingdom. 

fVhiglove. I fee you are very fond of remote 
funds. 

Double. And with reafon, for they are the bravefl: 
things that ever were invented for enriching private 
men, out of the ruins of the publick. Next to 
what I got by dealing with the clippers, I owe the 
bell part of my fortune to thefe fort of projefts ; 
3 whoever 
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whoever promoted them firft had a long head, and 
a deep reach, and did very well confider and confult 
the intereft of his own party. 

Wbigkrot. Indeed I obferve, that they who are 
dipped in thefe funds deeply, are our belt and 
warmeft friends. 

Double. And yet I could never beat this notion 
into the heads of Ibme of your Old Whigs, who 
forfboth are ftill for the ancient ways of fupply, and 
the ancient methods of the excheouer : for my part, 
to the laft moment of my life, I mall perfift in this 
opinion. That they were in the right, who at the 
beginning of the Revolution, oried, ^< Borrow all 
*^ you can ; the more you borrow, the more friends 
«' you fix to your fide •, create new funds, all who 
" Ihall be drawn in to lend upon diem are em- 
<« barked with you in the fame bottom to run all 
*^ your hazards :" And you fee what good cflfcdt 
this has had. 

IVbiglove. It has wrought to admiradon. 

Double. Yes, but you will nwre applaud the fub- 
tilty of this counfel, if you thoroughly confider our 
circumltances. When we came firft to court, moft 
of us were as lean and hungry as io many wolves, 
and were rcfolved to grow fatter as faft as ever we 
could ; and you may remember we did what wc 
pleafed, and had whatever we afked for. 

fVhiglcve. Truly you had a full and quick harveft. 

Double. After this we were to employ what we 
had gained to the beft advantage, and how could 
we reap more profit than by thele projedts and re- 
mote funds. In 2 or 3 years, what by b^ging 
and what by cheadng, a great part of the ready 
money of the nadon was got into our hands, and 
then we began to wound the pubiick with its own 
weapons; lor we promoted high premiums and 
large intereft, and made the loans ourfelves. We 
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got a bank creftcd, and our own party were tJie 
firft and principal fubfcribers to it ; and there we 
fold out at 40 and 50 per cenu profit. We devifed 
exchequer bills, and got prodigious Aims to be 
granted from year to year for their circulation^ moil: 
of which money we fhared among thofe of our own 
gang : inlhort, Midas-like, every thing we touched 
was converted into gold. 

fVhiglove. Beyond all difpute you laid your fcheme 
with great fkill and forefight. 

Double. But we had a deeper and farther view 
than all this ; for refolving, as we always did, to 
play a corrupt game, it was highly necellary for us 
to form to ourfelves a ftrength that at all times might 
proted us in the thefts and depredations we pro- 
pofed to make upon the publick ; and could we 
have braver and bolder troops to fight in our de- 
fence, than as it were an army of men with their 
pockets full of bank-bills, bank-dock, malt and 
lottery tickets, exchequer bills, Eaft-India ftock, 
and who bore in their hands tallies inflead of ftaves 
and truncheons ? 

IVbiglove. It is impoflible the country party can 
be able to refift this warlike preparation. 

Double. So I think, for our forces are under ad« 
mirable difcipline. If we bid them attack any man's 
reputation, the word of command is no fboner given, 
but they fall on without either fear or wit. If we 
tell them it is for their intereft to overthrow fuch a 
part of the conftitution, or to deftroy fuch a funda* 
mental, they run blindly on without any fenfc of 
danger. And the trumpet with which we awaken 
tlie courage of our camp when it begins to droop, 
is Deficiencies, deficiencies, deficiencies ; whenever 
that is founded in their ears, they arc prefrntly in 
arms and ready for the battle. 

fVbi^love. So that you reckon this debt of 17 

millions 
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millioos a ftrength to our paitjr* though it be a 
weakening to & kingdom. 

Doubk. Yes I do» and widi folid fealbn : and 
if the debt were douUcd we flioukl be juft twice as 
ftroi^. If Ei^^and comes once to owe 30 or 34 
millions^ to whkh our oonduft drives, I make not 
die leaft doubt but that wi^ having the puUick 
thus in our clutches, fliall bean over-balance to the 
land-intcicft. 

WbigUfoe. If you could compalsthat» your work 
were cfoa^ for then all the power would be in your 

i>HKMr. Itis thatweaimaL Phqr do but oaii* 
fideriftherebeawar, whidi truly I diink now un- 
anrmdable, there muft be levied upon land four or 
five ihillings in the pound: as for my part, I am 
for mcxe if we can get it; and you know there are 
few cftatcs without tome dog or odier upon them. 
This being the cafe, the country gentlemen will be 
as mudi impoveriflied as our hearts can wifli, our 
ready money in themcaniriiik willincreafe like a 
fiiow-ball, rolling it about as we intend to do from 
fond to fund, fo that all the fat of the land will be 
ours, and then moft of die dd^ons will be at our 
dilpdal ; for the country puts, that make fuch a 
noife, when hi^ taies compd them to leave off 
houfe-keepii^ and their bounteous way cf living^ 
will iflomediatdy lofe thetrimereft in thor rc^edive 
coundes and OKporations ; then (haU we go down» 
frolick ac our eafe, and wallowing in wealth, and 
beat them fi> out of the fidd that they Ihall not 
dare to Ihow their fiioddng faces. Some finall pur- 
chafes we ihaU make in land, and being able to live 
fo much better than our neighbours, we (haU carry 
all before us. In this manner we propel getting 
tobekniglitsof thefliire; and as to the borough 
mdiat will it be to a hundred of us to fcaner his 
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500 pound a man to procure an election ? A morn* 
ing job at the Exchange will do it, when tallies arc 
at a good difcount ; whereas your poor country 
gentlemen, who have none of thefe ways of thriving, 
cannot afford to make fuch expences, and confe- 
quently we fliall undermine them in every place. 

ff^iglove. I fee this debt of 1 7 millions will work 
fcveral ways to our advantage. 

Double. Yes, but it will be much better if by 
another loofe adminiftration we can fee it doubled, 
of which I have a fair prolpeft ; let me tell you we 
Ihall then have a certain game. 

fFbighve. But will not the country begin to fmoak 
our defigns ? 

Double. Never fear that, we have a thoufand dif- 
ferent ways to delude them. You know very well 
that moft of thefe funds of credit are got into the 
hands of fuch as live in London. 

WTnghve. I am told the Dutch are deeply con- 
cerned very near in every fund, which they have 
bought up here by commiflion. 

Double. That is true enough, but this operates 
another way to our advantage, for it helps to en- 
gage Holland in the meafures of our party ; but as 
1 faid before, the bulk of this great fum is pollefled 
by our friends in town, who have been the chief 
getters fince the Revolution. Now I will fhow you 
what ufe we make of thefe ibrt of men. 

fVhiglove, Pray let us hear. 

Double. Firft, it is they that difperfe and applaud 
all our libels, falfe news, and all the fcandals which 
we coin from day to day ; it was they who gave 
wrong turns to whatever the country party did or 
propofed in the two laft parliaments : if any had a 
mind to look into the publick accounts, or to fave 
the nation's money, we got thefe our tools to re- 
prefcnt them to their correfpondents and reladons 
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in the country, as perlbns difafFeAed to the King 

and government ; and mark what I tell you, if any 

one hereafter ihall be io impertinent as to oppofe 

the fchemes which we have ready cut and dried, we 

will take fuch care that our agents fhall brand them 

through the kingdom every poft for Jacobites and 

Penfioners of France. And this we are able to do, 

having dipped London fo deeply in all theie loans ; 

for the great affection our friends bear to their tallies, 

ftocks, and riches of the like kind in which they « 

abound, fubjefts them entirely to us and our di- « 

re^on, and makes them have no more concern for I 

the publick of England than they have for the pub- \ 

Kek of Japan. Thefc ginKracks and new devices * 

of funds, ftocks, exchequer bills, malt and lottery I 

tickets, have turned the brains of a great part of • 

the city : there is not fuch a thing left as publick \ 

ipirit, and in its room we have fet up knavery, ex- ; 

cordon, and felf-intereft. ; 

Wbighve. So you make account that having poi- • 

fbned the capital and fountain-head, you can dif- * 

perle the infeftion to the outward parts as often as « 

they pleafe. 

Double. You hit the mark : as for example, if a ] 

lie is to be fpread> here we forge it, and it goes : 

round London in a day ; next poft carries it to the i 

remoter counties, and fo it pailes for current through ; 

the kingdom, and perhaps not one in a hundred ; 

ever comes to be difabufc^. Do not you think it is j 

of great importance to us to be able to write into 
the country. That it is the fenfe of the whole town, ; 

that the oki minifters fhould be reftored, and that 
the new ones were in the intereft of France ? 

fyhiglove. But I hope what you fay, is really the 
fenfe of the town. 

Doubk. The fenfe of a pudding ; it is only the 
fenfe of us who are deeply concerned in thefe pro- 

jeds. 
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jc6b, and therefore defirc to fee their authors and 
inventors once more in power, that we may play 
the fame game over again. I will own a fecret to 
you, which you muft communicate but to very few< 
and it is. That London at this time is no more the 
pulfe of England, than it is the pulfe of China ; thefe 
17 millions we have been talking of, occafion this 
town to have a diftindk intereft from the reft of the 
nation. 

IVbiglovt. It will then be more fo, if, as you 
propole, the debt (hall be increafed. 

Double. I fee you begin to underftand my drift : 
it is of infinite confequence to have fuch ftrong head- 
quarters, from whence we can make what fallies and 
incurfioiis we think fit upon the laws and conftitu* 
tion of our country. 

IVbiglove. But, let me tell you, I cannot perceive 
in the parts where I have been, that you have made 
any impreflion which is like to be lading; it is true, 
your lies and libels have had a good effeft for the 
prefent, but to me they feem like intoxicating 
drugs, which make the patient mad for a while, but 
in a little time he recovers his former fenfes and 
underflanding. 

Double. If that fhould be the cafe, we mull re- 
peat the dofe, and ply the people with frefh and 
ftronger poifon ; we have a mine of lies and fcandal 
that is never to be exhaufted. Pray how did the 
BLACK LIST take in the counties that were under 
your inlpedion ? 

IVbiglove. Mr. Kingcheat, 1 thank him^ fent me 
ten quire of them into Eflfex -, and at the fame time 
I had a letter from Mr. Robland, intimating that I 
fliould not be afraid to difperfe thofe papers ; for 
that all the countenance imaginable was given to 
any thing that pretended to refieft upon the mem- 
bers of the laft Houfe of Commons, fo that faith I 
even diftributed my parcel. 

Double* 
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Double. Were not you a little frighted, when you 
Ikw by the gazettes that mod of tliofe gentlemen 
were chofen again ? 

W%ighve. Emd I did not like it; for I found 
that oi 167, who are named in that lift, there are 
but 46 left out of this parliament: fure our friends 
had conceived greater hopes from that libel, or they 
had never ventured upon io bold a ftrokc. 

Double. Look you, there is nothing we were not 
to hazard in order to have a majority •, if that point 
is gained we are fafe, if not you know we are an- 
fwerable for io many other crimes, this will hardly 
be worth the naming ; befides, ihall we be afraid to 
afperfe particular ^ntlemen after we have dared to 
vilify the Houfe of Commons in general ? But my 
beft hope is, that we are too many to be punilhed ^ 
for if we are called to an account, notice muft be 
taken of the city magiftrates and the juftices of 
peace here in town, who have fufiered the hawkers 
to cry fuch fcandalous papers about the ftreets. 

IFInglove. Indeed 1 never thought there could be 
any great danger in erring with the multitude : and 
if our fuccefs be fuch as you and fome of our friends 
boaft of, perhaps we may be ftrong enough quite to 
fubdue the conftitution \ and if that be 10, inftead 
of punifliment, our difperfing theie libels will be 
reckoned as a meritorious piece of fervice. 

Double. Now you (peak chearfully, and I fhall 
reckon things to be upon a brave foot if I could ; 

once fee the reprefentatives of the people fo dege- 
nerate, as tamely to fufFer us to trample upon them « 
and their authority as we have lately done: impu- •< 
nity for this infolence of ours would render that 
aflembly as contemptible as we wifh to fee it; 
therefore one of the firft points we muft endeavour 
to gain, is to have all theie fcurrilous pamphlets 
upon the Houfe of Commons paft over in fiience. 

Whigkve. 
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JVbighve. Pray tell me, Was there any particular 
meaning in the printing fomc of thofe gentlemen's 
names m the black or Gothick letter ? 

Double. I was not in town when that paper came 
out, for I was then bufy in the North about my 
own eledtion 5 but fmce I came up, they who printed 
this lift have let me into the whole myftery. 

fVbiglove. There are two names in larger letters, 
and nine in the little Gothick letter. 

Double. The main end of publilhing that libel 
was, if poflible, to have expofed all thofe 167 gen- 
tlemen to the fury of the rabble. 

Wlnglove. I thought you only intended to make 
them lofe their elcdions. 

Double. No, no, we had a farther profpeft than 
that comes to; if that had been the only defign, 
their names had been printed all in the fame fort of 
letter ; but, under the rofe, our party thought they 
had railed fuch a ferment in the people, that they 
could bring rhem to any extravagance whatfoever. 

Wbigkve. O, I take it now; probably you ima- 
gined that the mob might have been incited to 
commit fome violence. 

Double. Yes, yes, that was the fccret drift of the 
club that projefted this paper : when I firft faw it, 
I began prefently to flatter myfelf with the imagi- 
nation that fome of our enemies, and England's beft 
friends, would have been murdered in the ftreets, 
or at leaft that the rabble might have been fo 
hounded upon them, as to have plundered and 
gutted their houfes, and by the black letters it was 
pointed out to them who they ihould begin with. 

Hlriglove. Would a proceeding of this nature 
have been to our advantage ? 

Double. Yes, without doubt ; and take it from 
me, Mr. Whiglove, we (hall never have the people 
thoroughly of our fide till we have foundly dipped 
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them in blood and plunder ; it engages them paft 
a pofiibility of ever retreating. I would aflc you 
thefe plain queftions. Are not the crimes of our 
party fi> manifold, that our heads and leaders can 
never be fafe unlefs we overthrow the conftitution ? 
Is it to be overthrown without force ? And can 
we employ that force better than againfl thofe who 
are able to ^i^e us the moft oppofition? God is 
my life, if that paper had but produced five or fix 
murders, as we intended, it had been very iealbn- 
able, and of infinite importance to our futuredefigns. 
« A dead dog never bites." And it was Matchi - 
avel's way of fikncing fuch fools as pretend to love 
their country in a corrupt age : befides, we would 
have given this turn to our villainy, that the rabble 
had only exerciled the fovereign authority that is 
lodged in them \ and our party would have affirmed, 
that if the people have a power to direct their re- 
prefentatives, it follows, that they may call them to 
an account, and do juitice upon them, whenever 
they miflike their proceedings. 

IVknglove. But your defign did not take effedt. 

Doulle. No, pox on it, the people arc not yet 
{b mad as we could wifh them : to bring them to 
the rage and diilra£tion that will be neceflary for the 
compleating all our projects, muft be the work of 
time and patience. 

IFbiglme. There is nothing I wonder at more in 
your whole condu£t, than the admirable ufe you 
made of three gendemen's fupping together at the 
Blue Pofts in the Hay Market. 

Doubk. That matter happened juft before my 
going into Holland to carry on die main defign. 

fVbiglove. This ftory has made a great noife b 
the world : pray tell me how the fa& really was ? 

Doubk . I know a great deal of that matter: 
you may remember about that time we were at a 
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dead lofs for a lye that Ihould cany with it ibme 
appearance of truth, which none of our inventing 
had done for many years. 

Wbighve. Indeed our fcandals have been gene- 
rally fo improbable, that I am often afhamed to 
difperfe them, only there is nothing fo grofs that 
our party will not fwallow : but here you had fome 
foundation to work upon. 

Double. But never was there a thing better im- 
proved : the truth of the bufinefs, as I have fince 
heard, was thus : Mr, Hammond and Mr. Treden- 
ham had agreed to fup together that night : about 
feven in the evening Mr. Hammond and one Mr. 
Awbery, a perfon of good fubftance and credit in 
the city, came to give Dr. D'Avenant a vifit at 
Grey's Inn. The Dr. propofed to them fupping at 
a tavern in Holborn. But Mr. Hammond an- 
fwered. He was engaged to meet Mr. Tredenham 
at the other end of the town, and defired the Dr. 
and Mr. Awbery to be of their company i but Mr. 
Awbery faid he had bufmefs in the city. So they 
went together without him ; and in the way made a 
vifit, where they ftaid till near nine o'clock ; from 
thence they went to Mr. Tredenham*s lodgings, 
who had left word he was at the Blue Pofts ; whom 
accordingly they found there with D. Barnardino 
the Spanifh Conful whom he had met in the Park, 
and being an old acquaintance had propofed fupping 
with him. In a quarter of an hour fupper came in; 
when the meat was adbually upon the table, it 
fcems Monfieur Pouffin came to that houfe and 
enquired for D. Barnardino; the drawer fetched out 
Barnanlino to him, who told Monfieur Pouffin he 
was at fupper there with Mr. Tredenham : (now 
Mr. Tredenham, you muft know, had a general 
acquaintance with Monfieur Pouffin, they having 
lodged in the fame houfe together.) Upon which, 
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D. Bamardino brought Mr. Pouflin into the room % 
but feeing two ftrangers there, he made an apology 
and (at down. They fupped in a ground-room, tte 
door all die while open, and two waiters attending, 

Wbiglovi. Is this accidental meeting all the ioun- 
dation you had for a ftory which has made fuch a 
noife all over England ? Pray how long did the 
company ftay there ? 

Double. Not above three quarters of an hour at 
the moft, for the moment lupper was ended the 
company feparated : And, I am afraid, they will be 
able to prove upon oath, if there (hould be occa- 
lion, every circumftance that has been here related. 
You are likewiie to know that, whether it were by 
accident or contrivance I can not tell, but fo it was, 
one of our noble friends fupped in the fame houfe 
that nighc 

IFlnglove. That looks very oddly. 

Dofdfle. So it does, when you conlider that care 
was taken that the marihal of the ceremonies (hould 
Icrve Pouflin with his order to depart the kingdom, 
while he was in this company. 

IVbiglove. Is that faft true ? 

Double. Moft certainly. 

IVbiglove. You cannot imagine to what a hei^it 
we have blown this ftory in the country : I have 
heard fome of our party fay, they intended to 
impeach them for this bufinefs. 

Double. No, pox on it, we muft take care not 
to bring it to any publick examination, it is what 
I believe the gentlemen wiih for ; for then all our 
lying and roguery will be dete6ted. And it is not 
our cuftom to bring any thing to the teft, nor arc 
we at all afhamed when any ox our falfities are laid 
open ; what we look for is to blaft particular perfbns, 
and that the lye may have a prefcnt operation, and 
when it is found out or worn thread-bare, is it not an 
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cafy thing to forge a new one ? I cannot but laugh at 
fotnc who fay they all ought to have rifcn fixMn 
table^ and run out of the room, as fbon as Monfieur 
Pouffin entered. 

IVbiglove. If they had done io^ what turn would 
you have given it ? 

Double. That fhould have availed them fittlcj 
for if they had been together but the fortieth part 
of a minute, we would have faced truth out of 
England, as you fee we did in our libels, that they 
had been there 4 or 5 hours. 

Whiglove. Well, I fliall think our party very 
fkilful, if we can bring the people to fufpeft per- 
fons for felling England, who live in a very ilrait 
and humble condition v and believe thofe innocent, 
who having been born to nothing, and who were 
not above 8 years in publick bufmefs, yet arc now 
able to fpend 8000 pound a year, and not hurt 
their eftates. 

Double. And yet all this, with our impudence, 
we are able to do. But are our noble friends to 
be blamed, when they had fuch a hand in advifing 
the partition treaty, if they endeavour to throw off 
from themfelves, and caft upon others, the guilt 
and fufpicion of being bribed by France ? And I 
will be bold to fay. That this ftory, as frivolous 
and ridiculous as it was, loft Mr. Hammond his 
intereft at Cambridge, who was fo induftrious and 
aftive in the fervice of the univerfity •, and has had 
fuch an influence, as to prejudice above 30 other 
gentlemen in their eleftions ; tor you fee we made it 
the preamble to the Black List, and it has been a 
principal ingredient in all the other libels we have 
publiihed. 

tVbiglove. But have you done your work by all 
thefe lyes and fcandals, by the high ferment you 
have taifed in the nation, and by the divifions you 
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have now revived, which fcemed in a manner ap- 
peafed prcfcntly after the propagation of the lall 
parliament ? Have you eftablilhcd yoiirfelves by all 
this buitle, and do you now Hand upon firm 
ground? 

Double. That I can not tell ; but of this I am 
certain. That mifchief and conhifion make more 
for the mtereft of our party than a fettled pofture 
of affairs, or a good underflanding between the 
King and his people. I am of Sir John FalflafF's 
mind, " I thank God for thefe civil difcords, they 
^' offend none but the virtuous ^ I laud them, I 
** praiie them." A calm at fea makes me ficker 
than a little ftorm : do you know that the dilpofi- 
tion we obferved in the country party towards 
quietneis and moderation, made us refolve to raife 
all this hurly-burly ? 

Whigiovt. I wifli you would be fo kind as to let 
me know how matters paffed in town, after I left 
you to make my circuit in the country. 

Double. Well then, diat you may have the whole 
chain of our contrivances in your head, you muft 
underftand that the eyes of the people began to be 
opened, and to think the houfe of commons in the 
right in not declaring an immediate war with France, 
till the King had formed his alliances, till our f ett 
was ready; and not to break with Spain, in a 
juncture, when we had to the value of lb many 
millions of Engliih eflTefts abroad, which would 
have been ftized if a mpture had happened, and 
which our merchants have fince had time to with- 
draw or Iccurc. And all Ibber ir»en beginning to 
relifh this council as fafe and wife, we were at a great 
lofs what to do, for the only occafion we had of 
clamouring at tlic houfe of commons was at an end, 
and we knew that all returns uf the people to their 
right fcnfes and undeifhuidmg would be fatal to us. 

Vol. IV, Q^ IVhiglave. 
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WUglove. Indeed I gave every thing for gone, 
when I faw no mob up, and no tumult raifed, 
by all the fcurrilous pamphlets we had publifhed. 

Double. But that which perplexed us moft, was, 
the good temper which we obferved to be in the 
other party. 

IVhiglove. Had you any knowledge of what they 
intendra to do next feflions, in cafe the fame par- 
liament had fate ? 

Double. Yes, yes, we were acquainted with their 
whole fcheme ; nor were they fhy of declaring it, 
both in publick and private converfation. 

JVbiglove. Pray what was it ? 

Double. They did unanimoufly refolve to fupport 
the King in the alliances he fhould make. And if 
thefe alliances did lead us into a neceffary war, they 
were determined to engage in it as far as could well 
confift with the abilities of England. And to carry 
it on they were ready to raife as much money, as 
the kingdom is able to pay. They would alfo have 
provided for the deficient funds, as far forth as 
the condition of the nation could poflibly have 
allowed of. 

JVbiglove. But were they willing to give 5 millions 
a year ? For our fide at the fame time declared, 
they would come up to that, or more, if it were 
afked. 

Double. No, I did not hear they talked of fo 
large a fum ; on the contrary, I am informed they 
propofed to put the war upon fuch a foot, that 
we might be able to hold out till France could be 
reduced to fuch terms, as ftiould be fafe for us, and 
the reft of Europe. 

fVbiglove. How much did they think of giving? 

Double. I could not learn the particular fum, but 
I found they were refolved to give whatever fhould 
be abfolutely neceffary, and that the whole fhould 
be raifed within the year, 
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fFbiglave. Why not 5 millions, and why all to be 
raiiecl within the year ? 

Double. The realbns they gare, were thcfc : That 
our foreign trade is already charged with fuch high 
duties, that it cannot poflibly bear any further 
impofitions, 

JVbigkve. But could they pretend that a general 
excife would not raife whatever (hould be wanting? 

Double. That was mentioned by fome of our 
fide : But they told us, we talked of what we did 
not underlland *, that almoft every branch of our 
confumption, which could raife any confiderable 
fum, was excifed already, except malt, flefli and 
com; that leather, which people thought would 
produce a great deal, had been tryed, and yielded 
little. They likewife urged. That if every com- 
modity of the kingdom were excifed, as they are in 
France and Holland, yet the coUe£ting and manag- 
ing the duties, would not be underftood in many 
years, fo that the people muft groan under heavy 
taxes, which, notwithftanding, would yield but a 
very fmall revenue to the publick. 

fVbiglove. Nay, it is an undeniable truth, that 
where the collection of a duty is not underftood, 
the chief profit of it runs into the hands of the re- 
tailers, and the King's officers, and the publick 
reaps little advantage by it. 

Double. And it is what the country party objefted 
to a general excife. And I perceive their Ichcme 
was to have raifed the whole within the year, with- 
out entring upon ways and means fo dangerous to 
liberty •, efpecially at a time when our party had 
given fuch vifible and frequent occafions to fufpe£fc 
that we defigned to fet up for arbitrary power. 

IVbiglove. But why, were they not for 5 millions ? 
Are the united monarchies of France and Spain, to 
be conquered under a lefs fum ? 

(^ 2 Double. 
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Double. To this they had a plain and ready ah- 
fvver, That they intended to proceed fo, as not ta 
be out of breath before they had run a quartet of 
the race : That they relblved not to follow our bad 
conduct : That at the rate of mlKh Icfe than 5 
millions a year, England miglit have carried on the 
fate war for 20 years tosjether, without confiderable 
damage to itfelf : That with any good management, 
die niinifters had not been compelled to- fuch a 
treaty, as was that of Ryfwick, where the Proteftant 
intereft Vfcas fo lit le confiJted, and whicl> we Mo- 
dern Whigs were afterwards compelled to declare, 
not fufficient to prefcrvc the fafcty of Europe. They 
iaid likewife, Tiiat notwi^hfVanding our debts, and 
though the kingdom is fo exliaufted of its trealure, 
yet we fhould ftill be in a condition to raife fuch a 
fum of money every year ; that if it were Avell 
managed am.i laid our, Engtind would be able to 
fupport the Emperor, diftrefs Spain, Portugal, and 
the Spanifli Weft Indies, and to give the prolpeft 
of carrying on fo long a war, as would make the 
French King weary of the bufinefs, and glad to give 
his Imperial Majelly,. and all other his confederates, 
intire fatisfadUon. 

JVfnglove. Butwliat obje&ion could they make to 
enlarging the war, by giving towards it 5 millions ? 
'.rhis had been fbmething to the purpde, and v/ould 
make fuch an iinprcffion, as in two years, for ought 
we kno^', would quite overturn both the Frencli 
?.nd Spanifh monarchies. And can the other fide 
deny, fuj^pofing the laft parliament had been fuf- 
flred to fit, but they might have railed 5 millions 
a year, for two, and perhaps three years togedicr,. 
if tlicy would have been willing to go into our 
meafares, and to plunge the nation into frelh in- 
cumbrances, as we did from time to time. Is it 
not obvious diat nothing is more eafy than to run 
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into debt ? I grant it is difficult to get clear again ; 
but does not all modem policy run upon the prcfent, 
without any regard to the future? You fay. Malt, 
flefh and com remain unengaged. There are befides, 
leather, foap and candles. In 2 years, 4 ihillings in 
iihe pound upon land, would raife near 4 millions \ 
and if they had been willing to have morcgi^d for 
5 years thofe branches of our hoove confumption, 
perhaps upon fo good funds, they might have raifed 
the other 6 millions; thus they would have had 
2 years provifion for the war, and in that time, I 
make no doubt, but we may over-ran France and 
Spain. 

Double. To this they anfwered. That die war 
could not be put upon fo high a foot, without ex- 
treme hazard to the nation. For fuppofe France 
and Spain fhould ad defenfively, and that you can- 
not be able to make fuch a ftrong impreflfion upon 
them, as you propoie to yourfelves-, or fuppofe they 
ihould contend with equal fucceis, then what will 
you do at the end of the 2 years, when you have 
pawned all England, except the land ? And when 
every thing fhall become fo much dearer in the 
market, will gendemen be willing to give out of 
their eftates 10 fhiUings in the pound, for it mull 
come to that, when there is no other way left to 
raife money ? Perhaps they may be brought to it 
for one year, but they will foon grow weary of fuch 
a burthen, of all which, the coniequence muft be, 
that at the end of 3 years, if you begin the war 
upon a higher foot than you ate able to carry it on 
at, you will be compelled in a Ihort time to make a 
deftruftive and ignominious peace ; whereas we can 
hardly be unfuccefsful, if it be managed at an 
expence which we are able to bear for any long 
traft of time. Upon the whole matter, I found it 
to be the general lenfc of the country party, not to 
0^3 come 
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come up to 5 millions per annum, and what they 
gave to be raifed within the year. But I muft tell 
you by the way, they intended to take care that 
none of the money ihould be imbezelled, and that 
it fhould be laid out with the utmoil frugality 
imaginable. 

JVhiglove. Well then this was their fcheme for the 
war ; but could you difcover what they propofed to 
do in other matters ? Would they have let us and 
our friends alone ? Were they willing we Ihould 
have gone off with the high titles, vaft eftates, and 
great preferments we had gotten ? 

Double. Even in this point it feemed to me ap- 
parent that they intended to go as far as was poflibly 
confiftent with the very being of the conftitution. 

JVhiglove. Do you think they did not defign to 
begin where they left off ? 

Double. No, the contrary is manifeft ; and I am 
confident that rather than they would have given 
any interruption to the bufinefs of an immediate 
war, they would have poftponed molt of the in- 
quiries and accufations, till they had fecured the 
kingdom from foreign dangers-, which would fo 
have antiquated the whole proceeding, as it could 
hardly have been taken up again. This prudent 
courfe had been a prefent faving to their own pri- 
vileges, and looked like gratifying our fide, who 
they faw were ready to ftir up a civil war in the 
nation, rather than that the perfons accufed fhould 
be brought to juftice ; to avoid which, the country 
party were contented to facrifice their refentments 
arifing from infinite provocations, 

fFbiglove. But had they no referve? Would 
they not have picked out here and there a man 
to have made an example of, that future mini- 
ilers might have been afraid of treading in the fame 
fteps? 

Double. 
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Double. I ain credibly informed they purpofed to 
meddle with nobody, that would have hctn con- 
tented to go ofFwith impunity, and who would have 
withdrawn from publick bulinefs, without fhpwing 
a Ipirit of outbraving the juftice of the kingdom. 

fVhiglove. This would have contented me, had I 
been in their cafes. 

Double. We were all determined to play another 
game, and the diflblution was a bifk in our fleeves 
which you dreamed not of. 

JVhiglove. But if that fhould not have the fucceft 
you expedt, yet I hope they intend to proceed in the 
fame fteps of moderation towards us ; if they do, 
our heads and leaders will ftill efcape punifhment, 
fo that perhaps the broils they have lately ftirred up 
may do them good, and not hurt them. 

Double. That I will not anfwer for : And to deal 
plainly with you, I doubt we have no hope left but 
in our numbers. For laft fummcr in a cofFce-houfe, 
I overheard a leading man of the other party, talk 
to a friend of ours to this purpofe, and it has (luck 
by me ever fmce •, our friend had been faying to him. 
That all thefe inquiries were but the effedbs of 
faftion, and that it were better to forget what was 
paft, in order to reconcile animofities for the future. 
The other gentleman replied, " If to forget paft 
*' tranfgreflions will conduce to this, if to believe 
" themfelves and their friends fafe, will bring men 
** more willingly to Ihake hands with thofe whom 
** their conduft has but too juftly offended ; if not 
♦* only fo, but that things are carried with fuchmo- 
" deration, as not to put any fide out of hopes by 
** frefli merits towards the publick, not only to 
** have its forgivcnefs but its favours ; if this would 
** fo work, as to make names and marks of diftinc- 
" tion to be no more remembred among us ; if this 
** lenity would fo operate, as to make us unite ia 
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*' the caufe of our own liberties, and fortheprefer- 
" vation of all Europe, the good cfFefts this would 
" produce at home, may turn to better account 
*' upon the whole, than by looking into former 
** offences, to give thofe examples of publick juftice, 
" which are peradventure expefted. Therefore I 
*' am not againft poftponing thefe inquiries." 

TFhiglove. Was our friend to whom this was Ipo- 
ken an Old, or a Modern Whig ? 

Double. He was an Old Whig, and relifhed 
mightily what the other faid, who proceeded thus : 
** But if there is a fort of unquiet fpirits, who not 
" contented with impunity, will ftill be grafping at 
" power ; who bear implacable minds to the very 
" perfons they have injured ; who inftead of paying 
** that fubmiflion to the publick that does not mif- 
" become even the cleared innocence, prefume to 
" out-dare the juftice of their country •, who will not 
*' give over provoking thofe who incline to facrifice 
" their own private refentments to the nation's 
" peace ; who will not be fatisfied unlefs they are 
*' allowed to govern that date which Ihows unprc- 
" cedented mercy to lee them go off unmolefted \ 
** who ftill foment divifions, and keep up parties, 
" in profpeft by their aid to be re-inftated in their 
" former greatnefs : If fuch men there are, let it 
" not be called faftion in thofe who unite together 
" in refcue of the laws ; If fome will combine in 
" mifchief, others muft join in as firm a band to 
" give them oppofition : And if there are thofe who 
" think to out-brave juftice, her fword ought to be 
*' drawn upon them." 

TVbiglove. What did your Old Whig fay to this ? 

Double. He told the gentleman he was in the 
right, and that our noble friends ought to know 
when they were well ; that if they would hazard 
their heads, it was their own fault 5 that for his part, 
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he would forfakc tliem if ever they pretended to 
appear any more upon the ftage of bufineis. 

TVbiglove. Upon the whole matter, I find by you 
thft: t?u3 country party, at which we have railed fo 
muv-h, did refolve to engage in a war, and (except 
glviiij^ up the very conftitution) to do every thing 
towards reconciling the differences and animofities 
of the nation. 

Double. There is not the leaft doubt to be made 
of it ; and our anger to them was not becaufe we 
thought they would not, but becaufe we knew for cer- 
tain th-it they would do all this, and whatever elfe 
ihould be profitable to the King and kingdom. It 
was this opinion that made us tremble, and think of 
mealiires to procure a diflblution. 

Whiglove. But had you any plain proof that this 
would be their fcheme the following feflions, or 
did you only gueis at it from the difcourfes of the 
town ? 

Double. No, no, we had fomething more than 
commo!i t^lk for our furmiies ; we faw the church- 
party much more in earneft than ourfelves, to pro- 
mote thofe addrefiC3 which were occafioned by the 
French King's pretending to intermeddle in the 
difpofal of our crown. We cciild not find any one 
of them ftick out; but, on the contrary, they 
all concurred heartily in expreffing their zeal and 
affeftion to his Majefty*s perfon and government. 
This did them good, and us hurt with the people^ 
and made the raUhood of all our ftories manifeft : 
for in thefe addrefles, thofe gentlemen did publickly 
lift themfclves againft that interell which we had 
rcprefcnted them to be then promoting. And after 
they had made fuch fteps, they had been mad indeed 
to oppofe a war if the King thought it neceffary. 

Whiglove. Some of us were ftrangely furprifed Co 
fee them io ready to concur in whatever had the 
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appearance of refpeft and duty to the King ; our 
heads and leaders had made us believe the contrary, 
and gave this for a reaibn why we (hould promote 
addrefles. 

Double. But we had other proofs that they were 
both for a war and for healing breaches. AH the 
moft confiderable men of the party declared it to 
be their fenfe. 

fVbiglove. It fcems then you got a knowledge of 
their whole fcheme. 

Double. They made no fecret of it, in which I 
think they afted imprudently ; for on my confcience, 
if they had taken a contrary courfe -, if they had 
diflembled their good intentions to the publick; if 
they had made as though they intended to oppofe 
a war, and to revive differences between the two 
Houfes, our party had never defired a diflblution. 

IVhiglove. No ; for your bufinefs was to expofe 
them to the people, and to put them as much in 
the wrong as poflibly you could* 

Double. I muft tell you we were frighted out of 
our wits to obferve this moderation of theirs ; and 
to find that no madneis of ours, nor provocations 
from our fide, could make them alter the meafures 
they had propofed to themfelves ; and that in ipight 
of our teeths they would do what in them lay to 
fave the kingdom, whofe liberties were invaded by 
us at home, and which was in danger from abroad 
by the exorbitant power of France : We found they 
recovered their popularity apace, of which we had 
endeavoured by our mifreprefentations to bereave 
them : We faw their frugal conduct ; their care of 
the nation's money -, their avoiding all taxes that 
were not of abfolute necefTity, would rivet them for 
ever in the afFeftions of the people. It was likewilc 
evident, if the King fliould once tafte the difference 
between being fcrved by men of principles and of 
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honour, inftead of having the bufinefs of the ftate 
done by a crew of upftarts, with falfe hearts, and 
rapacious hands, he would foon grow to think thofe 
his beft friends, whom we have reprefented as his 
only enemies. Upon the whole matter, we gave 
our party for loft and gone if a parliament fliould 
be lufFered to fit again, which we knew was fo 
well difpofed to the fervice of their Prince, and 
yet at the fame time not unmindful of their 
country's intereft. 

Whiglove, You had nothing left but to cry out 
£br a diflblution. 

Double. Our endeavours at home, in order to it, 
were to no purpoie. We tried to foift words into 
feveral addrefles, as if the country defired it -, but 
fo few joined with us in an attempt of that nature, fo 
intirely new in our conftiturion, that we were forced 
to give it oven Indeed many of our fide, efpecially 
the Old Whigs, cried out upon it as a dangerous 
innovation ; and that if a diibanded miniftry could 
prevail upon the people to addrefs againft one par- 
liament, for ought they knew a miniltry in power 
might work upon them to addrefs againft parliar 
ments in general, and fo bring in arbitrary power, 

IVhiglove. It was ftirewdly urged. 

Double. Seeing what a cold fcent we had at home, 
it was refolved among us, as our laft expedient, to 
try what we could do abroad. You may remember 
at our laft meeting upon the Exchange, I told you 
we had emiflaries pofted in all the great towns of 
Holland. 

Wbiglove. You did fo j who were to fpread about 
there, that the parliament was felling England to 
France by inch of candle. 

Double. It feems our noble friends were not well 
^tisfied with the conduft of thoie whom they had 
employed upon that bufinefs : They were willing, 

but 
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but not able to do the mifchicf they were fcnt about. 
1 was therefore requefted to take upon me the 
trouble of going thither. 

Wbighve. Their honours could not have pitched 
upon a fitter man than Mr. Double for an ambaf- 
iador to reprefcnt their perfons. 

Double. I went with a good retinue, and a very 
rich equipage : I ordered my people to give out. 
That I was a gentleman in the North of 5000 pound 
a year -, that I had a great intereft in my country ; 
that I was a member of parliament ; and, diat I had 
the command of five or fix boroughs. The port I 
lived in foon brought me into the beft company. 

Wbiglove. What did you make the pretence of 
your being there, was it to fee the country ? 

Double. No, I told them I was fcnt thither by 
the found party of England, to implore the affift- 
ance of their common-wealth -, that our nation was 
now more over-run with Tories, than Ireland was 
in the time of Queen Elizabeth ; that we wanted 
their help to root them out ; that Count Tallard 
had played at picquet with a majority of the Houfe 
of Commons i that they had won of him 7000 
piftols a man ; that they had adually fold Holland 
to the King of France, and had agreed to fell him 
England the very next fcflions, if they were fuffered 
to fit ; that the whole church-par^ were againfi: 
making good the treaty of the 3d of March, 1677, 
by which England is bound to affifl HoUand with 
fuch a proportion of troops in cafe of a breach with 
France ; that they would not have made a ftep in 
their favour laft year, but that the Kentifii peti- 
tioners compelled them to it; that they wererefolved 
to a man not to enter into a new war ; that every 
night at the Vine-tavern, the whole club of them 
drank confufion to the Emperor, Prince Eugene of 
Savoy, and the Germw forces in Italy. 

fVbiglove. 
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JVhiglove. But did diey fwallow thefe abominable 
lies? 

Double. They went down among feme of them 
as glib as their own butter. In (hort, I declared 
publickly where-ever I was. That nothing could 
favc them but a diflblution. It is true, I often 
met with perfons of great worth and underftanding, 
who faid. They had no reafon to complain of the 
Englilh parliament ; That all their memorials had 
been immediately complied with ; That they could 
not but approve of the gravity and caution of thofe 
councils 1^ year-. That a wife common- wealth, 
fuch as theirs is, was not to take their meafures 
from a hot-headed party, that were inraged becaufe 
they had not been fufFered to rob the publick at their 
will and pleafure. 

IVhiglove. What did you reply to this ? 

Double. I feemed amazed to hear them talk 
fo. Sure, faid I, none of you ever receive any 
letters out of England. Except juft a party in the 
houfe, corrupted with French gold, there is not a 
iingle man in the whole realm that does not call 
out for a diflblution. But there was one of the 
States, that feemed to be of conliderable weight 
and authority among them, who anfwered me thus. 
Sir, I have corrcfpondents in England, and with thofe 
who to my knowledge have been for thefe twenty 
years what you call Whigs, without ever changing 
their principles, and who are great lovers of our 
Republick. They have quite different notions 
from you, and write me word. That all things go 
very well, and that thofe whom you are pleaied to 
name Tories, think themfelves almoit as much 
concerned to protedl Holland as to prefcrve their 
own country. Indeed fomc merchants, and my 
brokers, and thofe who have commiflions to buy up 
for my account, tallies. Bank and Eaft-India docks, 
arc all in your note, and rail at the parliament; 

bur 
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but I undcrftand England well enough to know 
which way they are byafled \ they long to fifh in 
troubled waters, and to fee money at 30 per cent, 
but for my part, I am fully fatisfied with the 
gentlemen of the houfe of commons. A diflblu^ 
tion will put the affairs of Europe very much back : 
A feflTion late in the year, for ought I know, may 
ruin the whole fummer's campaign. Befides, what 
alTurances have you that new provocations wiU not 
beget frefh animofities ? The laft parliament was 
upon a right bottom, they were for inquiring into 
and correding male-adminiftration ; nor do I 
believe, you can be able to find a fct of men that 
will fit contented and fee the nation plundered. 

JVbiglove. Your Dutch-man talked very know- 
ingly of our affairs. 

Double. When I heard him fay fb, I told him I 
was impowered by fome of the greateft perfons in 
England to afTurc him and his country-men. That 
in cafe of a difTolution, not one member of thofe 
who were for the impeachments, fhould be again 
elefted. I fhowed him a long fcrowl of above two 
hundred perfons (you will find mofl of their names 
in the Black List) every one of which fhoukl 
infallibly be thrown out. And that there fliould 
not be a man chofen that was not intirely in the 
intereft of the court, as the Leyden gazette terms it. 

JVhiglove. How did that work ? 

Double. He received what I faid very coldly, and 
faid. He hoped their State, upon the bare words 
of fuch as I was, would not rafiily engage in a 
matter that might be of fo fatal confequence to 
their common- wealth ; for that the gpntry of Eng- 
land could not but deeply refent their intermeddling 
in the calling or difiblving our parliaments^ Upon 
which I told him, he talked like a Jacobite, a 
French penfioner, and one of the Lovcftcin faftion. 

IVbiglovi. 
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Whighvtk How did he take that ? 

Double. He received it with a fcomful fmile, and 
made no reply ; but I wifh I had held my tongue ; 
for his ion, who is an officer in the army, met my 
worfhip next momins, and rebuked me very fourly ; 
and I, whofe (houl^rs have been accultomed to 
wood of all kinds, dare boldly pronounce, it was 
with a cudgel of our own Englifii Oak. 

JVUghvc. Thefc accidents happen often to you, 
Mr. Ek^uble -, but you fortify your fclf with your 
philofbphy againft difafters of the like nature. 

Double. I do fo; but though I had no better 
fuccels with this rough blade, yet I and thofe who 
were fent from hence upon the fame errand, pre* 
vsuled upon a great many others of the leading men 
in Holland. We promifed them mountains : That 
if the parliament could be diflblved, England 
Ihould make itfelf principal in the war ; That though 
we might begin with fewer troops at firft, yet that 
in 2 or 3 years they (hould have an army of 87,000 
men, all paid by us-. That the Modem Whigs 
would fo order matters, that a new war ihould as 
much inrich their country, as the lail did : In fine. 
That if they would but help us at this dead lift, 
our noble friends ihould for ever be at their devo- 
tion ; That we would facrifice to their intereil our 
trade, our fafcty, our ihips, men, and money; 
and that our whole party ihould be directed, with- 
out any referve, by their councils. 

Wbiglove. I fuppofe they who !iad been fent into 
Holland before, when they came to concert meafures 
with you, grew better intruded in the parts they 
were to aft. 

Double. As to railing againil the lad parliament, 
and at the minifters at that time in power ; and as 
to crying up the ifarength, intereft and numbers of 
our own party, I myielf could not have done it 

better \ 
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better ; but they wanted the nice fkill of giving 
every thing its right turn, which only I could do 
who have been bred at the feet of our two Gamaliels. 

JVhiglove. I wonder though, how you could pais 
yourfelf upon them for a parliament-man, feeing 
there was then in Holland a goodly plump gentle- 
man of our acquaintance, a reverend magiftrate of 
this city, and who was himfelf a member of the 
laft parliament ; how came he not to difcover you ? 

Double. Faith, I was within ams-ace of being 
found out i for one night at a mum-houfe, where 
I was eating a butter-ham and pickled herrings, 
with fome of the ftates, and where I was giving my 
felf airs of greatnefs and intereft in my country, 
fwearing I myfelf would take care that my county, 
and three counties round about me, Ihould choofe 
none but hearty Whigs. Pray, Sir, fays our alder- 
man, who means well, but is apt to blunder, what 
borough do you ferve for; I do not remember your 
face in the houfe of commons ? But I feemed not 
to hear what he faid, and turned the difcourfe^ by 
drinking in a rummer that held above a quart, 
confufion to all thofe in the two laft parliaments 
who were againft a ftanding army. 

fVbiglove. Pray, what help had you from Mn 
Gofpelicorn ? I hear he was employed to reprefent 
abroad, what was the fenfe of all the libertines, 
Socinians, and atheifts in the kingdom, as to the 
high point then in agitation. 

Double. When I faw him he had not yet been 
at the court of Hanover to prefent his book, and 
receive his gold medals -, and he was as tattered as 
an heretick that had lain 7 years in the inquifition 
at Goa ; but I presently made a gathering to new- 
rig liim. I wonder his great city-patron did not 
take care to fend him out in a better equipage. 
When he had got new ctoaths, I introduced him 
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into good company : Though I know him to be 
more than half mad, and an ignorant coxcomb, I 
told every body that he was fuch another in Eng- 
land, as their Spinofa the Jew was in Holland; 
That it was true he had no religion, but was a 
very deep politician ; That the great men of our 
party did nothing in affairs of ftate without his 
advice % That he was forming a fcheme to aboliih 
kingly government, and to eftabliih a common- 
wealth in England. That it was true there were not 
above five or fix men in the nation, that agreed 
with him in all his principles, but that in fome of 
his tenets, he had a great many followers, efpecially 
among the Modern Whigs, though the old ones 
had caft him oflF ; and that as contemptible a figure 
as he feemed to make, he was not to be negledted, 
as being the apoille of the libertines, Socinians 
and atheifts, who every day grow more and more 
confiderable. 

WbiglovtA Mr. Gofpelcom for the oddnefs di hii 
birth, may be Antichrift:, for he was begotten by an 
Irifh prieft, when he was full of ufquebaugh, upon 
a cook-maid of the kirk of Scotland ; and methinks 
the names of Liberty and Property don*t found 
well in his Irifh brogue. As to lying and railing, 
I doubt not, but he plaid his part as well as the 
befl of you all. 

'Double^ Indeed we all performed to a miracle ; 
there were 40 of us difperlcd in tlie 7 provinces, 
and we all agreed to cry up one another for rich 
merchants or great ftatefmen, men of interefl in 
our country, and to be the only good patriots of 
the nation. So that in a little time we wrought a 
wonderful change in the people's minds of Holland, 
and made both high and low believe as bad as we 
could wifh of the laft houfe of commons. I need 
not explain myfdf any further, you know well 
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enough what followed ; and as foon as we h«id got 
certain intelligence what would be done, we dit 
patched Mr. Gofpelfcorn, as our exprefs to carry the 
news of it to our friends in England j but he aded 
a little too openly in laying fuch odds at the Grecian 
cofFee-houfe, that there would be a diffolution, but 
we forgive any trip our friends make, if they get 
money by it. When he came over, I gave notice^ 
by letters, to all the principal men of our party, 
that they fhould get into the country as raft as 
ever they could, and prepare to make their intereft, 
for that infallibly there would be a new parliament; 
and a week after I came over myfelf. 

tVbiglove. But you did not ftay above a night 
in London. 

Double, No, I went immediately into the north, 
where a friend of mine had been the whole fummer^ 
treating a corporation, in order to malie me a 
member, I had impowered him to fpend 5 or 600 
pounds, and moreover to promife 10 pound a man, 
to every eledlor, in cafe I were chofen, which would 
have been 1,200 pound more, for there are 120 
who have voices in the town. I went into the north 
with a much better equipage, than when I fneaked 
into Cornwall with my calafh and 4 hackney horfes ; 
the world is well mended with me fince that time ; 
I had now my coach and fix, and half a dozen 
fervaiits in livery, very well mounted. I took 
likewife to bear me company, Mr. Wriggle and 
Mr. Fleeceum, one of which had been a groom, 
and the other a baylifPs follower before the revolu- 
tion ; but by fingering the publick money, they 
are now both become almoft as rich as myfelf. 
When I arrived, I was received with huzzas and 
ringing of bells, and all other marks of the peoples 
joy to fee me, only the parfon of the pariih did not 
at firft come near me. 
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Whiglove. How came he to ftand out ? 

Double. I fent for him that evening : He came, 
and told me plainly that for his part he would not 
give his vote but for fome gentleman of the neigh- 
bourhood ; that if none flood, he would not meddle 
at all in the eleftion, and that he could not approve 
of ftrangers coming from London, to fupplant the 
landed gentry in their own burroughs. I took this 
for an ill omen, becaufe I had been informed, that 
the good life and hofpitality of my divine had made 
him very popular in the place where I was to ftand ; 
however, for the 5 or 6 firft days, I failed with a 
profperous gale, not apprehendmg the leaft ob- 
ftruftion ; but at laft I was certainly told, that one 
Mr. Oldworth, a gentleman of a great cftate in 
the neighbourhood, had been prevailed upon^ much 
againft his own inclination, to accept of (landing 
for the burrough ; however the crack of the field 
ftill went for me, for not valuing the aft of par- 
liament of a rufh, I had treated the whole time, 
and kept the people drunk all the while ; but on 
Sunday the parfon would not let them drink, and 
they had that day to cool in : On Monday morning 
early, the doctor ihvitcd all the voters to a fober 
breakfaft at his houfe, and told them that he would 
read to them a book, which he had juft received 
from London. I had fortie jealoufy that the bJack 
coat had no good meaning towards me, and would 
fain have difluaded them from going, but there was 
no refilling the breakfaft, and good ale, v/ith which 
they were fo well acquainted ; to that in fpite of my 
teeth thither they would go, and foon after I fol- 
lowed to fee what was in agitation. 

Wlnglove. Thefe true old church-men are none 
of our friends. 

Double. I found him fate at the upper end of 

his ball, with his congregation ftanding in a circle 
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about him, and a long tabic well covered with cold 
meat ; he had a little pamphlet in his hand, and 
as foon as he had defired filcnce, he began to read, 
" The true Pifturc of a Modem Whig, fct forth 
*' in a Dialogue between Mr. Whiglovc and Mr. 
** Double, two Under-Spur-Leathers to the late 
** Miniftry." Being in Holland, I had never heard 
that our laft converfation upon the Exchange was 
in print. You know I am not eaiily put out of 
countenance, but I muft confcfs, I was ibmewhat 
dafhed to fee myfelf fo painted out in my own 
proper colours. Mr. Wriggle would have inter- 
rupted the parfon, but you know it is an old rule. 
That in any aflembly, nothing can get the better 
of news, and they all fwore they would have the 
book read out, fo that I was compelled to be a 
gentle auditor, and to hear all my former rogueries 
repeated before my face. When he had done read- 
ing, Mr. Fleeceum would have bore him down, 
that I was not the Tom Double there meant; but 
juft as we were wrangling upon that fubjeft, in came 
Mr. Oldworth, with 4 or 5 gendemen more of the 
country, who all knew me, as well as I am known 
at Garraway's ; at the fight of thefe we were forced 
to be filent, and apprehending fome mifchief, wc 
retreated to our inn. 

JVhigkve. And from thence I fuppofe you got 
away, as you had done before in Cornwall, having 
the fear of a blanket before your eyes. 

Double. Troth, I had fome thoughts of doing fo, 
but I confidered, that then was then, and now is 
now; what you ipeak of was 10 years ago, and I 
prefendy made this refledtion with myfelf. That wc 
had been debauching the people fo long to litdc 
purpofe, if one of my charafter might not offer 
himfelf a candidate in a little burrough, notwith- 
ftandingtkathis rogueries were made publick to all 
3 the 
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the world, fb gad I took heart and refolved to ftand 
it out. 

fVbiglavc. It was an heroick refolution. 

Dottle. About noon, fome of my managers 
brought me an account of all that had pafled at the 
do6tor*s ; they told me that their town, like moft 
places of England, was divided into parties, that 
the reading this book had intirely loft me all the 
church-men, and all the old ftanch whigs, who 
declared they would never have fuch a fellow for 
their reprefentative, and at the fame time near three- 
fcore declared for Mr. Oldworth, figning a paper to 
choofe him. I feemed a little dejefted at this news, 
but one of them came to me, and faid. Sir, bear up, 
I will warrant you we will carry the election for 
you. He had no fooner faid this, but there ruflied 
into my room about 40 or 50 of the eledtors, their 
fpokefman was an Anabaptift, who accofled me 
in this manner : Friend, we have been with 
the parfbn, and have heard the book read, and 
all of us take it for granted, that you are the 
very Tom Double therein mentioned ; but we 
hope for all this, though you may have been 
fomewhat faulty in your aftions towards the world, 
yet that you are a godly man, and of our party 5 
and I am bid to fay^ That all our congregation, 
and all the Modern Whigs, will be for you : if you 
have got money by cheating the publick, you are 
the abler to do us good ; the more crimes you arc 
charged with, the clofer you will ftick to our noble 
friends now under tribulation. The wealth you 
have gotten is a mark of your wifdom ; be but for 
us, and it is no matter what you yourfelf are. This 
is not a time of day to confider of the virtues or 
vices of men ; all we are to look into at preient, is, 
how they ftand afFefted to the caufe. If we can 
have aifurance, that in due ieafbn you will join with 
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us in pulling down the church and monarchy, by 
the grace of God you ihall be our rcprefentativc. 

fVkhJove. Anariias fpoke comforuble words. 

Double. At this I roufed myfelf, and made them 
a very handfome fpeech : I told them I hoped all 
the adbions of my life had made it manifeft, that I 
did not care for kingly government, any farther 
than as I could make my advantage under a negli- 
gent and corrupt miniftry. That the virtues of the 
King were fuch, as to make it impoflible to (hake 
the throne during his life ; but that hereafter, when 
the times would admit of it, for my part I ihould 
readily concur with our fovereign Lords the people, 
in any eftablifhment their wifdoms fhould think 
moft convenient for the nation. As to the church, 
I faid. That for feveral reafons it was not proper, 
in this junfture, to talk of rooting out epifcopacy, 
but that when we had drawn what ufes we could 
from that order, our party thought it would be then 
time enough to lay them quite afide \ but that, if 
I had the honour to be chofen, I would immediately 
do my utmoft to take off the facramental teft, by 
v/hich the brethren would forthwith be let into what 
they m(rfl aimed at, that is to fay, all the employ- 
ments of power and profit in the kingdom ; and 
that my friends who ftuck to me fhould iharc in all 
the gains I could make by the truft they were going 
to repofe in me. 

JVhiglove. No Grecian orator could have fpoke 
more to the purpofe. 

Double. After this I difmiflcd the aflembly, and 
ordered Mr. Wriggle to give the whifper about, 
that inftead of lo, firft promifed, all my voters 
Ihould have 20 pound a man, which I thought 
would keep them all tight to me, and fo we went 
ind vifited over again the good women of the town, 
where I dropped njy guineas to all that would receive 
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them, and among them I found I had a better in- 
tereft than with their hufbands. 

IVbiglove. But it feems all would not do. 

Double. No, the elcftion was to be next morning, 
and the damned parfon was indefatigable : He told 
them. That fuch open bribery mult certainly end 
in diffranchifing their corporation; and that to 
choofe fuch a fcoundrel would be an eternal blot 
upon them % however I faw myfelf ftrong enough to 
venture a poll, and that if I failed I ihould lofe it 
but by very few. 

Winglove. I take it for granted your friends plyed 
the people all night with ale and brandy. 

Double. That they did, and they all came bravely 
hot-headed next morning to the town-houfe. There 
was no dilpute as to one of the gentlemen, fo the 
conteft lay between me and Mr. Oldworth. I had 
greafed the Mayor's fift in the morning with 50 
guineas, and, to do him right, he ufed all the foui 
play imaginable on my behalf; he rejefted good 
votes from the other fide, and admitted paupers to 
poll for me ; he did brow-beat every one that came 
againft me, countenancing all the riots that were 
committed by my drunken crew ; but do what we 
could, when the books were clofed, and the poll 
caft up, though we wrangled four hours at the 
fcrutiny, and played 20 tricks, Mr. Oldworth 
had 61, and I but 59 votes. 

fFhiglove. So you loft it by two. 

Double. By no more : I would fain have per- 
fuaded the mayor to have made a falfe return, and 
offered to depofit Bank-bills in his hand to keep 
him harmlejs: But it was a rich rogue, very 
timorous, and he would not venture upon it. 

fFhiglove. It was very unlucky to come fo near 
and yet be difappointed. 

Double. It was fo, but a wife man draws fome- 
thing wherewith to comfort himfelf out of all 
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misfortunes that happen to him : And truly though 
I mifled my eleAion, it was to me an infinite con-* 
folation to behold how the people were corrupted, 
I was known to be a pickpocket, a gamefter, a fel- 
low of no fort of principles : my cledors knew I 
had been concerned with the clippers when I was a 
receiver of the taxes, that I was grown rich out of 
the publick ruins, that my defign of coming into 
the Houfe was only to have an opportunityof felling 
my country; all which was made apparent to them; 
and yet I, an utter ftranger, came within two votes 
of throwing out a gentleman of an unblemiftied re-^ 
putation, a great eftate, and whofe anceftors have 
maintained an honourable port in the country for 
upwards of 400 years. Does not this give us a 
moft lovely profpedfc ? Does not this fhow that we 
have made a breach upon the honefly of the middle 
rank of men, and that the infeftion, begun higher, 
has fpread itfelf into all the fmaller veins of the body 
politick ? I own it was to me an unipeakahle com- 
tort to obferve fuch a general decay of manners and 
virtue in the vulgar fort ; it forebodes that diforder 
in publick affairs, which mufl make room for fuch 
as I am. It is impoflibie to grow very rich in a vir- 
tuous country, and you fee our party has increafed 
in wealth, in proportion to our haying corrupted 
the people in their morals. 

fVbiglove* I have made the fame obfervation. 

Double. If we are fufFered to proceed, I doubt 
not but in a few years to fee the multitude fo cor- 
rupted, that we who have robbed the publick Ihall 
have flatues eredted to our honours. There were 
brave fellows once in the Roman Senate ; Pallas the 
frecdman and favourite of Claudius had a decree of 
the Senate to praife him for imitating the poverty 
of the ancient Romans, though it was notorioufly 
known at the fame time, that the varlet was worth 
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above 2 millions of our money. If we can boc 
have as good fiicc^ in debauching the free- 
holders, as we have had in corrupting finall 
boroughs, the game is our own : And we are noc 
only fafe as to our paft crimes, but we may go on 
hereafter with impunity. 

Wbighve. As foon as the eledion was over, I 
iuppote you came away. 

Double. No, I ftaid four or five days diftributing 
money, and preparing an intereft againft another 
time; fo that though I mifled it, I am little lels out 
of pocket than if 1 had fucceeded. 

JVbiglove, Your difappointment was a blow to 
the party, the news of it put a general damp upon 
us ; ftocks fell that night 2 per cent, at Jonathan's. 

Double. My friends fet too high a value upon 
me ; but that is paft now, and though I could not 
get into St. Stephen's Chapel, I hope to do the party 
no lefs fervice in the Court of Requefts, where you 
fee I ply from the firft fitting to the nfing of the 
houle : Take my word more is done without doors 
than you think of. Lie-mafter-general in the Court 
of Requefts is a poft of great importance : Many a 
queftion has been carri^ by a piece of falfe news 
invented there, and from thence conveyed to another 

Elace. Upon fuch emergencies I wUl be ready at 
and with ftories of all forts and fizes concerning 
plots, invafions, fleets, battles, vidories, and deaths 
of Princes, as in their turns they may ierve the 
prefcnt purpofe. 

JVhiglove. Indeed there lies a great deal upon you. 
Double. I am befides to look after the flying iqua- 
dron, and to keep all the waverers fteady to our 
intereft. I am likewife to watch that none of our 
penfioners or green filk puriemen negleft being 
upon duty : I am to found who may probably 
be tempted by bribes, titles, or employments: I 

am 
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am to give reafons^ good or bad, for all the unrea- 
fonable things we defign to promote : But my chief 
bufmefs will be to run between Weftminftcr and the 
city, when any great matters are depending* 

IVhiglove. What to tell news at Garrawa/s ? 

Double. No, but to frighten our party when 
things do not go as we wi£ they fhould : As for 
inflance, when we lofe a quedion I fhall run imme- 
diately to the Exchange and cry. All is loil, we are 
fold to France, land is not worth 12 years purchafe; 
for my part I intend to fell all I have in the govern- 
ment, tallies, flocks and exchequer bills, every 
thing fhall go : And this I will do, though the de- 
bate fhould only happen to be about expelling Sir 
H. F ce. 

IVbiglove. What do you propofc by giving thefc 
alarms? 

Double. O, a great deal ; for thereby the flrcngth 
of our fide is fhown: We, you know, are mailers 
of mofl of the ready money, having indeed robbed 
the whole people of it ; and when things go not to 
our minds, we give the word out. That every body 
fhould fell ; which immediately finks the value of 
ftocks, tallies, and all publick funds : And though 
this comes merely by our own contrivance, we will 
impute it to a difcontent in the nation to fee our 
party difcountenanced at court or in St Stephen's 
Chapel. This vety trick we played lafl year with 
wonderful fuccefs when the new miniflers were 
brought into bufmefs, and it is what we intend to 
repeat as often as there fhall be occafion. 

fVhiglove. And when things go to your fancy, 
you fall as fafl a buying, which raifes the market, 
Jb you floclqob the nation. 

Double. Our noble friends trufl me with their 
ready cafh, and I have always a great fum of theirs 
in my hands, with which I can raife and fall the 

ftocks 
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ftocks as they think it moft to the advantage of their 
affairs. Do you know that on the 30th of Decent^ 
ber laft, a remarkable day, prefently after 4 o'clock, 
I went and fold 20,000 pound, in bank and new 
Eaft-India ftock, and you cannot imagine what a 
rumble this made in the city, for none of the pub* 
lick funds havelince held up their heads ? 

Wbiglove^ But I fuppofe you intend to buy it in 
again. 

'Double. No, it lies all in guineas, in an iron-cheft 
at home, and the yellow boys {hall Ihortly have fbme 
more companions, for I mean to part with all my 
tallies now, while they are at par, for the fneaking 
rogues carry but 7 or 8 per cent, intereft ; and my 
defign is to lie upon the catch with a good cafli for 
30 & 40 per cent, difcount, which I doubt not of 
rnakmg fo ibon as our friends fliall be let into the 
whole adminiftration of affairs. 

Wbighvt. When that happy day comes, I intend 
immediately to fell all my land \ my debts paid, it 
will yield me near 8000 pounds in ready money. 

Double. You cannot do better j I Ihall think my 
time very ill fpent, if brfore the war is ended, I do 
not treble my 50,000 pound, and you may do the 
fame with what you have, if you will foUow my 
dire£tions. 

Whighve. You fliall be the north ftar by which I 
will ftcer my courfe ; but I wifli you would be 
pleafed to communicate to me what our party de- 
ligns to do this winter, and what fcheme they have 
formed to themfelves \ for I doubt not but they 
have let you into their whole fecret. 

Double. I could eafily tell you what they propofed 
to do before the 30th of December laft; If things 
had gone well that day, there were noble projects 
upon the anvil ; root and branch had then been the 
word, but now I doubt we muft begin a note lower \ 

however, 
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bcmcTcr, none of us think of laying afide either oor 
finy or our malice, only we mi^ ad more covertly, 
BOW we find we are not ic^ ftrong as we thought we 
ihould have been* It is plain our lies and libels 
have not influenced the ele6tions to fuch ad^ree as 
we expededy therefore we have been forced very 
lately to make ibme alterations in our meafures. 

Wbighve. It does not leem by the pamphlets 
latdy^ publifliedy that you propoie io much as be* 
^nning with any fort of moderation. Legion is 
come out again more impudent and inflaming than 
he was lafl year, and the authority of the Houfe of 
Commons is there attacked in a moft audacious 
manner ; which looks as if you defigned to throw 
off your maiksy and fall immediately to fubverdng 
the conftitution in good earned. 

Double. No, that work muft be poftponed a Uttlc, 
till we have got firmer footing. You are to under* 
ftand, that this, and fome other libels of the fame 
ftamp, were calculated to the hopes our party had 
conceived, that men might have been found, who 
would liave been willing and ready to betray their 
country, and give up all its privileges, but you iee 
we are difappointed, we muft therefore pretend at 
firil as if we meant nothing but to fecure the kii^- 
dom againit France, and as if we had conceived no 
anger againft thofe who have laid our cheats and 
robberies open to the world ; but you may fafely 
rely upon die cruelty of our natures, our fide was 
never known to forgive ; that is the weakneis of 
tbde fools we have {o long contended with, and 
depend upon it whenever we are confirmed in 
power, and aflured of our numbers, not a man of 
them fhall be forgotten or for^ven. Two months 
ago, I would not have been fatisfied with lefs than 
5 or 6 bills of attainder, and as many impeach* 
floients ; but^ as I toki you> the cafe is alittle altered, 

and 
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and fince we are not ftrong enough to cfu& out 
enemies^ we muft ieem to be for moderation. 

Wbighvt. Purfuant to what you fay (without 
doors) they talk very much of a general indemnity 
for what is pail» in order to quiet the minds of the 
people. 

t>9ubJi. I befiere our party would like k well 
enough, for it would clearly wipe out all our for- 
mer crimes and offtnces : die truth of it b, never 
man wanted a pardon more than we do^ it fecurea 
us in all the thefb and rapines we have committed 
upon the publick, and we ihould all rgoice to be 
playing the rogue upon a new fcore : But how does 
this reliih with the other fide ? 

Wingkw. Truly, they fay. That all good fub- 
je£b ought humbly and gratefully to receive the 
marks <^ their Prince's goodnefs-, but they hope to 
have behaved themfelves io as not to ftand in need 
of fuch an a£t of grace« They fay, they have been 
wounded in the dark, by a crew of villains, wha 
have accufed them of being bribed by France. They 
pray that this matter may be brought to a publick 
examination, and till this right be done them, they 
think it will hurt their reputations, and look like 
guilt in them to defire that fuch a bill fhould pals. 
They further alledge. That when we are juft entering 
into a new war, it would appear very ftrange to 
pardon thofe who have been accufed in fo many 
libels of felling the nation to the French King, and 
that an indemnity cannot be feafonable, which ren- 
ders criminals rich and fafe, and leaves the innocent 
highly opprefied and injured. 

Dpuble. I am forry they fee fo far into the firft 
part of our fcheme ; if we could get them to ac«» 
quiefce in this oblivion, the moment it pafles, wc 
will out-face all mankind that we had receipts for 
French money, ready to produce under the hands 
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of all the gendemen that are down in the Black 
List, but that out of compaflion we were willing 
they (hould be paixioned. 

fflnghve. And confidering what lies have pafled 
for carrent, I doubt not but this would be fwallowed 
among the reft. 

Dmible^ The honour the church partjr muft needs 
g^ by ddiring, in this junAure, to rely upon no^ 
thing but their own innocence, will do them a great 
deal of good, and us hurt ; dierefore, I hope, they 
will take other meafures. 

Wbighve. But how is it like to be in the main 
point ? What fum of money do you propofe to afk ? 
Will there fuch taxes be railed, as a man of induftry 
may thrive by ? Shall we fee fuch a golden 2^ as 
there was during the laft war ? 

Double. Our party (without doors) are mightily 
divided upon this head. The Old Whigs, by what 
I can perceive, are not for 5 millions ; but for my 
part, I had rather have no war at all, than to think 
of going lower; lefi, well managed, I know will 
do the bufinefs, and perhaps the nation is not able 
to pay near the fum ror any long tra& of time ; but 
what the devil is to be got out of lels than 5 mil* 
lions ? In a flcnder revenue there will be no room 
left to cheat the publick, and how many of out 
prefent friends do you think will ftick to us, when 
they fee there is but little to be gained ? Look you, 
Mr. Whiglove, things will never go well unlefs the 
war feeds thofe who are to feed the war : All we 
Modem Whigs are for 5 millions, for, as a certain 
author fays, " 5 millions to be granted every year, 
*^ is a brave and ample field for our ambition and 
" avarice to range in.'* Out of fuch a fum a 
parcel of us may yearly get 20 or 30,000 pound a 
man, without being difcerned ; it will be no more 
inifl^, than if you (hould take 5 or 6 grains from 

aheap 
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a heap of barley*. Is any one fo mad to imagine 
we Ihall be for pulling down the King of France, 
and ourfelvcs not to be the better for it ? Take my 
word, that foolifh virtue of fcrving our country for 
nothings is now quite out of fafhion. 

fFbiglove. I am afraid you will fall fhort of your 
reckoning, it will be hard to get fo much as you 
talk of. 

Double. Do not think we intend to aik fuch a 
fum at firft, we fhall begin with them gently. In 
1689, we made the ftate of the war for the army 
and navy amount to but 3,290,000 and odd pounds* 
In 1690, we brought it to about 4 millions. In 
1691, it fwelled to near 4,200,000 pound. Indeed 
in 1692, it was reduced to the foot of 3,600,000 
pound ; but then in 1693, it returned again to up« 
wards of 4 mUliom. In 1694, it came to 5 mil- 
lions. In 1695, there were granted 4 millions and 
almoft 900,000 pound. In 1696, it came to up- 
wards of 5 millions. And in 1697, it came to 
4,880,000 pound. And during fome of thefe 
years we alked a great deal more than was granted, 
which became an arrear, and is part of die debt 
now lying upon us, and pay it the nation mufl: fome 
time or other. 

fFbiglove. Well, if you do not ride too faft at firft 
you may come to the end of your journey, and per- 
adventure in a year or two get the 5 millions you 
aim at ; but they will come hardly. 

Double. Eafily enough if the method our party 
piopofes (without doors) be followed, which is, to 
pawn one branch after another till they have mort- 
gaged the whole kingdom. They who take this 
courie, neither feel nor fee what they are a-doing 
till they are loftpaft redemption. Befides, this way 
of fupplying the government is like opium, whca 
you have taken it for fome time you cannot leave ic 
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oflT^ and when the ftate is thus perpkxed and in* 
volved in debts, the adminiflration mud of neceffi^ 
be continued in our hands, for nobodjr el& will ven- 
ture to meddle with it. 

WTrighve. If you can get the war put upon fo 
l^h a foot, is your fcheme then complete ? 

Double. No^ we have other points of great im« 
portance to work thorough: We cannot be fuffici- 
cntly revenged of our enemies, unlefs we unravd all 
the good things they have been doing for fo many 
years, I am diredted to wbifper about in the Court 
of Requefts, that the a& for regulating trials of 
treaibn is fuch a reftraint upon the prerogative, that 
loyal fubjeds ought not to endure it. I am bid to 
lay. That the facramental teft weakens the govern- 
ment^ and, that to preferve peace among good 

Chriftians, moft of my L ds the B — p s arc 

now willing to give it up, though their predeceilbrs 
were fo foolifh as to think it was the main bulwark 
of the church. I am likewife ordered by our noble 
friends to infinuate, that the zd: for triennial parlia- 
ments puts the country to a great deal of expence 
and trouble, and that it were better things fhould 
be as they were formerly, when the Prince had 
power to keep one and the fame parliament fitting 
as long as he pleaied : That while there was a Houie 
of Commons that had fat fix years together, few 
were fo impercinent to enquire into the proceedings 
of the minifters j or if they did, they were fure to 
be baffled : That a firm intereft, fuch as will go 
through thick and thin, cannot be formed under a 
long tra£t of time. 

HHriglove. Have you in charge to promote any 
other matter ? 

Double. My chief work is behind : I am com- 
manded to poflefs all I difcourie with, that tliere is 
an abiblute necefllty to eitablifli a (landing army in 
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England^ to keep under that numerous and power- 
ful fa£Hon of the Non-jurors, though all them put 
together are not able to raife a fin^ reg^nent. I 
am bid to ridicule our naval ftreng;th in all compa- 
nies, and to Iky, That 500 men of war are not able 
to proteft us: That the militia fignifies little ; and 
that nothing can preferve our religion and our liber- 
ties, but a great army here at home. 

IVbighye. The Old Whigs will not fKck to you 
in this point. 

Dtmbk. I believe ib too ; however their prelent 
fears will make them join with us to raife a great 
force : Indeed when the war is over, perhaps they 
may be for difbanding, as they were laft time % but 
I hope our party will take fuch care to model the 
armv, that when it is once raifed, your good patriots, 
as they call themielves, (hall never be able to get 
rid of It. 

fFbiglove. How can that be done ? 

Double. A good purgadon does tiie work : Do but 
cafhier all the gallant gentlemen and officers now 
employed, who are known to love their country, 
and its conftituuon, and give their commands to 
foreigners and mere foldiers of fortune ; and then 
you will have an army which not only will refuie to 
be difbanded, but which will raile money upon the 
people to pay themfelves, if there (hould be occafion. 

Whiglove. There never was fuch an inftance of 
virtue and reverence to the laws as was fhown by the 
ibldiers at the end of the laft war; more than 
80,000 men fuffered themielves to be difarmed and 
laid afide by 300 gentlemen in St. Stephen's Chapel, 
rather than fubvert the fundamental conftitution of 
their country. 

Double. Therefore we muft take care for the fu- 
ture not to employ men of the fame principles : 
Now-a-days there are enough to be found of quite 
another charaftcr, whom our party can bring to do 
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whatever we direft them : But to fay the truths wo 
can rely on none fo much as upon fomc of the 
foreigners; though I know feveral of them too who 
are tainted, and will not join in promoting our bad 
ck(igns ; but they ihall troop off among the reft, if 
we can get the army new modelled to our wifhes. 

PFhfglove. You will never be able to compafs that. 

Double. Prithee what cannot we bring about by 
lies and flanders ? If we could mifreprefent a whole 
Houfe of Commons, cannot we mifreprefent the 
army ? Why may not we fay. That part of the 
900,000 piftols, which we give out have been lately 
remitted hither from France, was employed to de- 
bauch the foldiers from their duty ? Such a ftory 
well and impudently urged, may m^ake it as advife- 
able to purge the troops, as it was to diffolve the 
parliament. 

Wbiglave. Nay, I am fatisfied a ftanding army will 
do you no good unlefs it is modelled as you would 
have it, you muft therefore endeavour to gain that 
point : But fince a ftanding army goes fo much 
againft the grain, and fince it is what the Old Whigs 
will not come up to, why will you pufti at it ? 

Double, Confidering what \Jt have done, and what 
we intend to do hereafter, how can we pofTibly be 
fafe v/ithoiit an extraordinary force to proteft us ? 
Our general fcheme is to bring our party into bufi- 
nefs, that v/e may once more have an opportunity 
to rob the kingdom •, and is it not direft nonfenfe to 
think of fcttingup for a corrupt adminiftration, un- 
lefs we can obtain fuch a power as may awe thofe 
who believe they have a right to enquire into our 
proceedings ? 

IVhi^love. I find we have mifcarried in one great 
defign, the train would not take ; we were very hot 
upon it juft before the parliament met, all the Whig 
Coffee-houfes rung how neceflfary it was to break into 
the afts of fettlement, and to exclude-— 

Double. 
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DoubU. Mum, Whiglove, talk no more upon 
that fubjeft I bcfeech you,, frefh orders are iflued 
out \ and fince we arc not fbong enough to make it 
go, and that on the contrary it has alarmed and pro- 
voked all fort of men, we are now direfted to fay. 
That never any fuch thing was intended by our party, 
though, God knows, it was the whole difcourfe of aU 
our clubs. Under the rofe, this was one of thofe 
cmbrio's that proved abortive upon the 30th of De- 
cember lail ; but though it be not feaibnable to ilir 
in it now, never fear our abandoning a wicked de- 
fign, we never quite lay afide any mifchief ; how- 
ever, fince it has really opened the eyes of a great 
many, and weakened our intereft among feveral of 
our own fide, whom (with grief of mind I ipeak it) 
we cannot work up to be guilty of fo much injuftice, 
let us take all occafions of declaring, that we will 
not violate thefe a6b upon any account whatfoever j 
which we may the more fafely do, becaufe you know 
it is our principle, not to think that we are bound 
by any proteftations we make, cither in private or 
in publick ; and is one of the great advantages we 
have over the reft of our fellow fubjefts, that we 
can fetter the confciences of others, while our own 
are at perfeft liberty. 

Wbiglave. By the way, pray tell me. Arc we to 
rejoice, or be forry, at what happened laft night at 
Weftminfter? 

Double. O, you mean about rejefting the claufe 
that was propofed to be added to the oath of abjura- 
tion; can you repeat the words? 

fVbiglove. Yes, I tranicribed them from the paper 

at the Coffee-houfe, and they run thus ; " And I 

*' will to the utmoft of my power, fupport, main- 
** tain, and defend, the regal government of this 
" realm J and the conftitutionof parliament in King, 
^^ Lords and Commons, and the Church of £ng- 
S 2 " land 
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** land OS by law eftablifhed, with liberty of con- 
** fcicnce as it is now bv law tolcfated." 

Double. I do not yet Know the fenfc of our great 
ones on this fubje£b ; we fliall hear to night what our 
noble friends will fay upon it at fupper : I am told 
that (without doors) they look upon the throwing out 
of this claufe as a notable victory, but I wifti it may 
not rather be a defeat ; but, to give you my fingle 
opinion off hand, I think nothing could have been 
ottered more advantageous for the diflenters than this 
claufe; for it puts them upon a level with the church 
of England in our future eftabliftiment. 

Wbiglove. I find fome of our friends mightily 
down in the mouth, upon the mifcarriage of Fuller's 
bufinefs ; even Dr. Oats fays, " He is a lyin^ rafcal,** 
It is urged, that it muft bring a greit refleftion upon 
our party, to have Countenanced fuch a profligate 
and perjured villain ; it has been hit in my teeth forty 
times in the Court of Requefts : The other fide cries, 
** Has all your noife of French money no better 
** foundation than Fuller's evidence? Where is this 
*' Mr. Jones, the man of quality and great eftate, 
*' who has diftributed more than 180,000 pounds, 
** by the French King's order ?" In fhort, I could 
wifli we had never brought this matter upon the 
ftage, it will be a clog upon other lies, which we 
may have occafion to difperfe hereafter. 

Double. What you fay would hold, if we had any 
ftiame in us \ but if this iniquity fliould be never fo 
much detefted, if it ihould be made apparent who 
were at the bottom of this contrivance, it fiiould 
not make us blufli*, for things are come to that pafs 
in England, that there is no roguery whatfoever 
which has not its patrons and maintainers, 

Whigbve, But, ferioufly, do not you think it would 
be better for us to give this fellow up to bepunilhed, 
and not to ft:ruggle as we do in his juftification ? 

Double^ 
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Double. You muft take this for a general rule^ 
that it cannot be advifable for us to abandon any 
one rogue of ours^ let him be never fo notorious ; it 
is breaking a link of the great chain : And if this 
Fuller fhould be foundly whipped, as he deferves, it 
will not be poiTible for love or money to procure 
falfe witnefTes, of which we may ftand in need fome 
other time. 

WbigUn^B. It is then your opinion, I fhould take his 
part in all companies, and as I walk in the Court 
of Requefts. 

Double. Why not! whenyoufeefomeof the very 
beft of us do it. You muft give out. That all he has 
publifhed is as true as the Gofpel, only that he is 
over-born by the Jacobites and French penlioners. 

TVbiglove. But what fhall I fay, v/hen he is not 
able to produce his Thomas Jones, and the reft who 
are to corroborate his teftimony ? 

Double. You muft fwear, upon your own know- 
ledge, that there were really fuch men, but that you 
behevc they have been fpirited away by the Tories. 
Befides, I am not quite out of hopes, but that he 
may hatch a Jones and Inglefield, if he be fufFcred 
for any time to fit and brood over his evidence. He 
has three kingdoms to turn himfelf in, and it is hard 
if he cannot find out two rogues who may ferve his 
prefent turn ; had I leifure to make a trip over into 
Ireland, I could bring him forty. Look you, friend 
Whiglove, we mutt all ftrain a little to bring him 
oflT; for it is of more importance than Is commonly 
imagined. 

Wbidove. Indeed h'ls books have done a great 
deal of fervice among the rabble. 

Double. The novelty of them, and their fuperlative 
air of impudence, has induced all mankind to read 
them, and they have made a deep imprefllon upon 
the vulgar, who feldom come to know the truth of 
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things ; they think all true which they find in print. 
Though there is not a man of a clearer charafter 
than the Earl of Nottingham, both as to his publick 
and private adions, yet, among the mob. Fuller's 
lies and libels will have fome effeft. Indeed it will 
be a full anfwer to all he has written, if, as he him- 
felf has propofed, he ihould be ^ whipped worfe than 
« Oats/' 

Whiglove. Are you to fay any thing about re- 
ftraining the prefs ? Some of our Old Whigs are 
mightily againft it, and fay, *' It is a badge of 
*' flavery, and tending to nothing but to ferve the 
*' ends of Popery and arbitrary power." 

Double. There are very few points in which I agree 
with your Old WJiigs ; can they be fo fimple as to 
dcfire that the prefs may be free, at a time when we 
hope all the power will be in the hands of our party ? 
It is true, we have got ground for the prefent by 
our libels, but we cannot long avoid being detefted ; 
and if the other fide is free to print againft us, by 
that timr we have been in the adminiltration for a 
year or two, we fhall be fo laid open, that a Modern 
Whig will be afliamed to fhew his face. If we in- 
tended that our actions fhould be honeft, I grant v/c 
might fuffer men to publilh what they pleafc ; but, 
alas, our management never did, nor ever can bear 
the light. Do you think it is fit the people would 
be told every year in print, of how much we cheat 
the publick ? That were a fine bufinefs indeed ! A 
corrupt miniftry muft endeavour to work in the 
dark as much as poflible : For my part, I believe it 
were better for our intereft, not only to reftrain the 
prefs, but that there was no llich thing as Printing 
in the kingdom •, for all right reafon and good fenfe, 
abfolutely make againft us. 

fy^iglove. But having all along fupported our- 
fclves by lies, which are our foundation a id chief 
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ftrength) how can we difpeiie our poiibn among the 
people, unlels the prd& be open ? 

Double. That work may m fome degree be done 
by word of mouth, by your agents and emiffaries : 
But befides, fuppofing the prefs fhould be reftrained. 
Will it not be eafy for us who have the power of our 
fide, {o to order matters, that no notice may be taken 
of the libels we print, and that every thing may be 
ilipprefled, which the other fide publilh in their own 
defence? So that we fliall be free to offend and 
wound a party that have their hands tied behind 
them ; which is as much odds, I think, as we can 
wifli for. 

fFbiglove. I will infinuatethis to our Old Whigs, 
but am afraid it will not relifh with them. 

Double. It is no great matter; for I doubt this 
will not be the only occafion we ftiall have of break- 
ing with thofe Ibrt of men. We are forced to Batter 
them at prefcnt, but I forefce we fliall be fliortly 
compelled to fliand at open defiance with them. 

JVhiglove. God forbid. 

Doi3fle. It will be impoflible to avoid it. A fub- 
divided party, as ours is, that have different ends 
and defigns, cannot hold long together. The Old 
Whigs mean honeftly to their covmtry, and are in 
good eameft as to a war with France, and againil 
Popery •, whereas we Modern Whigs have no aim 
but to do our own bufinefs. As to a war, we pro- 
mote it not out of regard to the nation's honour, or 
its fafety, but we drive it on, becaufe it muft produce 
high taxes, of which we hope to have the fingering. 
And as to popery, can it be imagined that we who 
openly deride all revealed religion, are in any pain 
which fliall be uppermofl: ? The Old Whigs have 
principles, we have none; their eilates are deteended 
to them, with which they are contented ; there is no 
end of our avarice and ambition : It fuits befl: with 

S 4 their 
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their intercft to prcfervc the confUtudon ; wc art 
not fafe, unlefs we can deftroy it. How therefore 
is it prafticable for the Old and Modem Whics to 
continue for any time well united, when they Sand 
upon fuch different bottoms ? 

JVhighve. It will be fatal if they Ihould feparate 
fix)m us ; we have lately been upheld by nothing but 
their reputation ; we could never have appeared in 
the country, but that we were countenanced and 
headed by here and there a whig, who had never 
been upon the ftaee of bufinefs, and who was with- 
out fpot or blemiSi in his charafter : And it is their 
being with us that muft attone for what we have 
done, and (hall hereafter do amifs*, we muit lurk 
behind them, they muft bear the name of doing what 
we fccretly contrive ; we muft feem to be quite out 
of play, and to have no hand in the management of 
affaifs ; and it is their innocence that muft protedb 
our guilt. 

Double. All this I know. 

Wmglove. How then will it fare with us, if we 
are foifaken by the only perfons of our party, who 
have any fort of credit with the people ? 

Doubk. We muft endeavour to corrupt them by 
degrees, and to lead them from one falfe ftep into 
another, till they are become as criminal and as odi- 
ous as ourfelves. You may remember how many 
grave Whigs we debauched foon after the Revolu- 
tion. A court can work miracles. Were there better 
flatterers than Ibme of the Old Republicans, whom 
you and I have fcen not long ago in great employ- 
ments? Have you forgot the gentleman, who in 
Whitehall gallery, looking upon Harry the VIIIth*s 
pidture, commended that gallant Prince (as he caUed 
him) becaufe he had with his dagger drawn, cried in 
the Houfe of Commons, " Hah ! fhow me the mem- 
" ber who dares ibeak againft paffing my money- 

*' bill/* 
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^ bilL^ We doubt not of making many more fuch 
converts^ and if we can plunge them in our vices, 
it will not be hard to bring them intirely into our 
meafures. 

Wbighve. It is what we muft endeavour to do. 

Double. We intend it* I have known a great man^ 
deluded by pleafuies and luxury to betray their 
country, who were not to be wrought upon by anv 
other motives. Therefore you lee one of our noble 
friends, who b ftill at the head of ourdefigns, icx% 
lumielf in good eameft to corrupt the manners df 
all our youth, in order to fubvert the conilitution: 
And though in truth he is no better than a Mafia- 
niello, he affefb to imitate the condud: of Catiline, 
as he is forming the fame con^iracy* He is the 
patron of licenie and diforder ; his houie is the fchool 
of intemperance : What lull in any cf hb followers 
does he not Ihidy xo pleale ? Women, mulical en* 
tertainmcnts, riots, and debaucheries of all kinds, 
are ready at hand for fuch as will be drawn into his 
party by thofe Ibrt of allurements. 

Wbiglove. But fuppofe thele baits Ihould not pre* 
vail upon the Old Whigs who have mixed with you 
in your councils -, fuppole they Ihould not join in 
your two main points, which are railing exorbitant 
taxes, and keeping up a ftanding army, what will 
you be able to do ? They broke from you not long 
^o when they faw whither vou were driving, and 
when you were forfaken by this fquadron, your con* 
dition was but very defpcrate. 

'Double. I am fatisficd that fuch as have been de- 
luded by our arts will loon find U3 out, that we Ihall 
daily lofc ground in St. Stephen's Chapel, and that 
our party can never be fafe while parliaments arc 
fufiered to prcfrr/e their ancient authority. You lee 
therefore, we make it our bufinels to undermine it 
all we can, elpecialiy to render the Houle of Com* 

mons 
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mons contemptible has been the principal aim df 
all the pamphlets we have lately publilhed j but we 
fwim againft the ftream : Do what we can the peo- 
ple will return to the love of their old conftitution, 
while they are permitted to have it in their view. 
If a Houfe of Commons would connive at corrupt 
adminiftration and fuffer their privileges to be trod 
under foot, I fhould like them well enough ; but if 
they will take upon them, as they have hitherto done, 
to fave the kingdom's money, and to correft abufcs, 
they will put a neceflity upon us Modern Whigs of 
trying what we can do to fubfifl: without them, 

IVhiglove. You will find that difficult. 

Double. Not at all : If we have a war, a greater 
army muft be raifed. 

IVhiglove. You fay true. 

BoMe. That army muft be formed, purged, and 
modelled, *to our wilhes. 

TVhighve. This I grant. 

Double. To maintain the war new funds muft be 
fettled, and probibly for a long term of years. 

IFbiglove. Well, what then ? 

Dcuhle. You know part of the excife and cuftoms, 
and feveral other duties appropriated to the pay- 
ment of the nation's debts, yield every year a very 
great fum ; and if a Houfe of Commons will not 
permit us to plunder the kingdom with impunity, 
as we have hitherto done, our party muft refolve to 
fet up for themlelves, which may be eafily done by 

boldly advifmg toftiut up the Hark ! I hear 

coaches ftop, I muft run down and receive their 
honours at the bottom of the ftairs. 
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Id agfndum ne omnium rerum jus & poteftas^ ad 
unum Populum perveniat. 



Tit. Liv. lib. 2. dec. 5. 



T O T H E 

QUEEN. 



Madam, 

YOUR laft words from the Throne, encourage 
me to lay a book at Your Majcfty's feet, 
treating of that peace and union among themielves, 
which, in expreflions fo eameft and moving. You 
have recommended to Your people. 

It is to be hoped die French King's open and 
fccret attempts to difturb the quiet of Europe ; his 
violent infractions of a treaty jR> Iblemn as was that 
of Ryfwick ; the fcheme he has formed to render 
Spain, and all its dominions, dependant upon his 
Empire -, the fteps he is making towards Univerfal 
Monarchy, and the reaibnable fears his greatnefs 
ought to beget among us, will io operate, as to 
bring all forts of men to throw afide their heats, and 
animofities, and to unite in their own defence, againft 
the common danger. 

That for many years there have been parties in 
this kingdom is too evident ; but it was what the 
beft patriots all along deplored, though formerly 
the mifchief was hardly to be avoid^ : Endea- 
vours to keep up a great land-force in times of 
peace, ncgleft of trade, general profufion, the fpoils 

fi>me 
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fome had made upon the publick, and their alienat- 
ing crown-lands to an immenfe value, both here 
and in Ireland, could not but provoke them who 
were to feel the weight of prefcnt taxes, and of 
fiiture debts. 

In a free nation fuch conduft will ever inflame 
the minds of men, and incite all true lovers 
of their country to exert their utmoft ftrength 
in its refcue. Thefe conteils to promote good 
government, and to carry on a bad one, divided the 
realm. The corruptions of the age were attacked 
with virtuous courage ; at firft by thin fquadrons, 
whofe numbers increafed from time to time, till at 
laft they were ilrong enough to make fuch a ftand 
as prevented univerfal rum : In the mean while 
mifmanagcment was fupported with more warmth 
than perhaps was either juft or decent. And thefe 
ftruggles were no fmall interruptions to your im- 
mediate predeceflbr in his councils, and in his 
bufinefs of the war. 

And it is no wonder the face of the waters is not 
yet quite fmooth-, after a high ftorm there will 
remain an agitation of the waves for many hours. 
Ambition may be ftill at work, and fome may yet 
be grafping at power, which they hope to compafs 
by the aids and voices of their faftion : But GOD 
has enriched Your Princely heart with fuch prudence, 
ss foon difcerns what moft conduces to the happinefe 
of the nations over which Your Scepter is extended. 

The beginning of Your reign has Ihewn how 
defirous Your goodnefs is to unite all Your fubjedb •> 
but if the fpirit of difcord is not to be appeafed, 
if men will fo little confult Your quiet, and their 
countries welfare, as ftill to keep up parties 5 when 
both fides come and contend before Solomon, wait- 
ing for the royal judgment in their favour, which 
fide (under the regal influence) ftiall be the govern- 
ing 
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ing part, poflefs the authority, be the conftitution, 
and have the living child : Your high wifdom will 
never think it belongs of right to them who con- 
fented to have it mangled •, and that they are to be 
efteemed the true parents, who, though they could 
not enjoy it themfelves, yet defircd its prefervation. 

Your heart, mtirely Englifh, will judge with eafe 
whofe merits have been the greateft, and who arc 
the fitted objefts to be fhined upon •, butdefcended 
as You are from a long race of Kings, You believe 
it beneath Your dignity to be Queen of no more 
than half Your people •, which at laft becomes the 
cafe of Princes, who think to rule their dominions 
by the ftrength or intereft of parties. 

It is Your right to command the whole, and You 
have reduced the whole to Your obedience, not by 
the mean arts of indulging your fubjefts in follies, 
to themfelves fatal, and injurious to Your power ; 
but by governing fo uprightly, and with fuch 
courage, that the good fhall hereafter find it 
needlefs, and the bad fee it is dangerous, to raifc 
fadtions within the ftate. 

Though there be not yet fo great a calm in affairs 
as Your piety. Your tender regard to Your people, 
the conftancy of Your mind, Your care and con- 
cern for the general caufe of Europe, Ihould be 
rewarded with, and as a Princefs adorned with fo 
many virtues and perfe6lions, ought in reafon to 
cxpeft : Your reign however is like to be attended 
with this circumftance of felicity. That it will not 
be fo hard to oppofe the defigns of corrupt and 
wicked men (whofe meafures fome time ago were 
in a manner broken and defeated) as it may prove 
difficult to temper their zeal who have given repeated 
proofs of their right intentions to the publick. 

It is not ealy to allay the indignation which a 
continued feries of mifgovernment may have be- 
gotten 
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gotten in the thoughts of men, who, as often as 
neceflary aids are given to Your Majesty, cannot 
but rcfled how much trcafure has heretofore been 
wafted : from hence juft anger may arife ; and they 
who have no other aims but to be well governed, 
may call aloud for the punifhment of vices which 
had long kept their ground, but at laft were plainly 
vanquifhed. 

They who ftood in the gap, and whofe adhering 
to their principles, faved England, may expeft to 
triumph, and peradventure to reap all the fruits of 
vrdbory ; but your gracious wifdom, and noble 
companion to Your whole people, contemplate. 
That if there have been crimes, there are many 
partakers in the guilt ; That the profufion of fevcral 
millions muft have enriched numbers, who are de- 
voted to the hands by which their fortunes have 
been raifed; That to reftore fuch order as will 
blefe Your reign, and make your fubjefts happy, 
muft be the work of timej and that moderate 
courfes undermine corruption^ and fap its very 
foundations -, whereas it may be fo fortifyed as to 
refift any fudden batteries that are made upon it. 

We are fortunate to have upon the Throne of 
her anceftors a Princefs who can have no defigns 
hut to promote the publick good ; who countenances 
the beft patriots, leaving room for repentance to 
fuch as may be thought to have offended •, and who 
defires in the war wherein (he is embarked, to be 
ftrengthned with the hearts and hands of all her 
kingdoms. 

It is union at home muft make Your armies and 
Your fleets viftorious abroad, and enable Your 
Majesty to hold the balance of Europe, and to 
protedt the proteftant intereft, whereof You are the 
head. The eyes of Chriftendom are fixed upon 
Your actions and councils. In this juncture foreign 

nations 
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nations will be inclined to judgp, That a great 
Queen is not fo much to coniider what may pleafe 
at preient, as what is right and fafe, and which 
way her fame may be eflablifhed in all fucceeding 
ages. 

It is much a nobler game to be umpire abroadt 
in a caufe which is like to engage the arms of the 
whole world, than to determine at home, in the 
low ftruggles between contending parties : And it 
is to be hoped regard to the fame and glory of their 
Royal Miftrefs, will induce the different fides to 
unite, that (he may be the ftronger by this concord, 
and bring all the beft patriots and wife men, to 
look forwards, forget the paft, and to approve of 
meafures leading to moderation. That this will be 
the wifefl courfe, is fb far certain, tnat the main 
end of wifdom and philofophy, has been to keep 
paflion within the bounds of reafon. 

In foreign alliances, fteady government, wife 
meafures, &ugality in what relates to the publick, 
vigilance in the miniftry, and union among the 
people, are more valued than the naval forces a 
ftate is able to fet out, or than the troops it can lead 
into the field : For thefe aids are not long to be 
relyed on, where the general adminiftration is de- 
fcdive, or when there are divifions in a kingdom. 
And the figure Your Majesty makes in the pre- 
fent confederacy, is owing to Your prudence, and 
to the fteps You have made towards healing our 
breaches ; which work, when Your goodneis has 
accomplished. You will have equalled in renown 
any of your mod famous progenitors. 

Thefe meafures, and the ftrength union muft 
produce, will invite nations to court Your Ma- 
jesty's alliance : and your fcepter, rooted in tht 
hearts of all Your fubjedls, will flourifli, Ipread, 
and yield fuch branches, as may ihelter diftant 

Vol, IV, T Kings 
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Kings and Princes from the ftorms French tyranny 
would bring upon their heads. 

The treaty with Portugal, and the declaration of 
Savoy, are the effefts of that high opinion the world 
has conceived of Your noble temper, fupported by 
courage, and guided by the rules of wifdom. And, 
which is of infinite importance in this jundture, Your 
condudt at home has brought the States General, 
not by the influences of power, but of love, to join 
with England in ftrifter bands of friendfhip, to come 
in with their whole weight, and to embrace with more 
warmth than ever, the common caufe of Europe. 

May Your endeavours to promote the happinefs 
of Your own people, and indeed of humankind, 
always profper. May GOD, in compafTion to the 
realms You govern, blefc Your Majesty with long 
life, and peifeft healdi. May heaven fhower down 
its bleffings upon the happy Partner of Your bed, 
the Prince, who has been fo fortunate, as to fee 
divided interefts ftiil center in their love and duty 
to his Royal Pcribn. And may You both live to- 
gether many, and many years, the illuflrious patterns 
of conjugal aflTeftion. 

I cannot give a greater proof of thinking Your 
Majesty's reign juft and good, and that Your 
affairs are upon a right foot, than to publilh this 
book, containing truths which a bad government 
could never bear. And though my former writings 
have been printed without a name, I (hall now beg 
leave, with all humility, to fublcribe. 

Madam, 

Your MAJESTY'S moft dutiful fubjca, 

and mofl humble and moil 
obedient fervant, 

Charles d'Avenant. 
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INTRODUCTION, 

HE who writes upon matters of government^ 
fliould vSc his utmoft endeavours to divelt him- 
fall kind of pallion, not only becaufe it obfcures 
his judgment, and renders the faculties of his mind 
lels free in their operation, but by reafbn that it 
leads him to mingle with the interefts of the publick 
his own inclinations^ which often grow fb prevalent 
as to make him forget the duty he owes to that 
commonwealth of which he is a member ; and guided 
by hatred or afFe6tion, he comes at hSt to rorfake 
truth, which ought to be their only objed, who 
take upon them, either as hifiorians, to relate fa6b, 
or as good citizens and patriots, to handle any high 
queftion of ftate, or as philoibphers, to corredl: the 
manners of the people. 

But to allay that heat which mutual ftrivings 
has llirred up, to throw off partiality to thofe whom 

T 2 we 
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we have conftantly thought in the right, to baniffa 
rcfentments we bear to fuch as we have ever believed 
to be in the wrong, and, from having been long a 
party, to become an upright and an equal judge, is 
a difficult talk ; and yet he muft undergo all this 
who defires to render his writings beneficial to his 
country. 

Some perhaps will urge that in this nice junfturc 
they only ought to treat of our affairs who have 
all along born a neutral mind, who have been un- 
concerned fpeftators in all thofe difputes which for fo 
many years have inflamed the hearts of men, who 
have lifted themfelves under no particular banner, 
and who have fate retired at Iwme, deploring the 
miferies thefe fatal divifions muft at laft bring upon 
the kingdom. 

If fuch men are to be found, and if they be 
otherways in any degree fit for an undertaking of 
this nature, they alone have a right to handle thefe 
points : They will come in without byafs or pre- 
pofTelTion, and, having been of neither fide, they 
may advance what they think juft, reafonable, ot 
expedient, without being fufpedled of aiming to 
gratify their friends, or to contradid their enemies ^ 
to which cenfure all propofals for the publick good 
are liable in a divided nation. 

We may venture yet further, and affirm, if there 
can be produced in this realm a fct of perfons, qua- 
lified to perform all the funftions and officfes of ftate, 
who have not Wtherto given up their names to any 
faftion, and who in matters of government are blank 
and virgin tables, that fuch, and none but fuch, 
ought to have the whole adminiftration of our bu- 
finefs i That all offices of honour and truft ought 
to be committed to their hands ; That if poffible, 
the people ftK)uld be reprefented in parliament by 
none but fuch fort of men, who, neither intangled 

in 



LitroduSHon. 277 

in old or new partialities, nor wrought upon by frefli 
or antient animofides, might calmly and deliberately 
debate and pronounce upon the intricate and difficult 
afFairs that lie before them« 

But all this is more to be wiflied for than expeded 
Where are there men of this difinterdled and difen- 
gaped temper to be found ? In the contagion of civil 
dilcord that has fb long raged in England^ who is 
there that remains untainted ? Is not the diftemper 
radicaTand epidemical ? Have not thefe ill humours 
floated in the body politick from the latter end of 
the reign of King James the lil, to this very day ? 
Has not fadion ranged about ever fince, though in 
difierent fhapes and forms? Has not one fort of 
frenzy (though with fome lucid intervak) poflcfled 
us for near fourlcore years? Have not difierent 
0[Mnions about religious matters, or concerning 
government, kept us all the while at a wide and 
unfriendly diftance one from the other? did not 
fome of our princes, by letting up an intereft op- 
polite to that of their people, render parties and 
divifions in a manner neceflary for the prefervation 
of our liberties ? But more particularly from the 
year 1678, was there not as it were a formal fcpara- 
tion of the tribes ? Did not the waters agitated by 
frequent ftorms, Iwell up, over-flow the banks, and 
come at lafl to divide into two mighty ftreams ? 
And who is ic of the people that has not in his turn 
been violently carried along with the ftrength of the 
one or of the other current ? 

That we are a divided nation is manifefl enou^ 
but it is as evident that in thefe intefline heats, very 
few can boad to have obferved an exa& neutrality. 

If here and there a man has been fo reforved as 
hitherto to have declared himie]f of neither party, 
look into the adions of his life, and it will generally 
appear, that he who has been thus una&ivc is rather 
governed by his own natural fears, than guided by 

T 3 any 
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any fuperior wifdom that is in him; That he hat 
not rerufed to meddle, out of meer honefiy and 
virtue, and as difapproving the warmths of either 
fide ; but you will moft commonly find, that he who 
thus fits ftill, while the minds and fpirits of all others 
are in motion, does it from the lazy indifference of 
his temper, or out of that felf-love which fo ftrongly 
poflefTes fome men, that they will fufFer the whole 
to perilh, rather than give themfelvcs one moment 
of difquiet. 

In the national difputes that have been fo long 
afoot here, mofl men are fo far from remaining 
neuter, that hardly any fingle perfon has preferved 
temper enough to offer a mediation ; each man has 
warmly efpoufed his fide, the paper-war has been 
carried on with induilty, wit, and fharpnefs, and 
no method has been left unattempted to incite the 
pafTions; but to calm them, who is there that 
mterpofes ? 

That no writer has engaged in fo good an under- 
taking, may peradventure proceed rrom this ; that 
it is much an eafier taflc to ftir up the paffions of 
men, than to work upon their reafon ; inflaming 
oratory, fatire, and inveftives, go off with another 
fort of relifh, gain more attention, and pleafc better, 
than their cold precepts whofe aim it is to lay before 
the people what is honcfl, fafe, and advantagious 
to the publick. 

And the ill fuccefs with which an attempt of the 
like nature may be probably attended, is perhaps 
the caule that none have ventured to treat upon this 
fubjeft. In times far lefs corrupt than thefe are, 
it was complained of by Valerius the didator, how 
little they pleafed who promoted concord ; ** Non 
*' placeo concordias auftor," of wliich the true 
ground may be, that to foment divifions is the in- 
tcrelt of private perfons ; to appcafe them concerns 

only 



IntroduSlion. ^'jc) 

only the general good ; and commonly they render 
themfelves more acceptable who ferve private turns, 
than they who have no profpedt, but to ferve the 
commonwealth. 

Having for fome years laft paft propofed to com- 
municate, from time to time, fuch obfcrvations that 
occur to me as I fhall think of fcrvice to the publick; 
and believing it might not be unieafonable (at a 
junfture when England is engaged in a war to fupport 
the houfe of Auftria) to fay fomething of the right 
this illuftrious family has to the fucceflion of the 
Spaniih Monarchy, I refolved to handle that fubjed; 
being fully convinced how much this kingdom is 
concerned in the queftion, and how fatal it will be 
to us to fufFer the houfe of Bourbon to fix itfelf in 
Spain : But in coUefting together my materials for 
this work I foon found it neceflary firft to look at home. 

For it is in vain to think of fecuring our religion, 
civil liberties, trade, foreign plantations, and our 
dominion of the feas, by the terror of our arms, unlels 
fome remedies can be though: on, that may cure our 
inteftine milchiefs. 

Alliances may be made with all the forefight, 
prudence, and circumfpeAion imaginable ; leagues 
may be formed, fuch as may tend to affift his impe- 
rial majefty, and preferve the ballance of Europe j 
fleets may be fitted out, and armies may be railed -, 
but all our defigns and councils mud be at laft de- 
feated, we Ihall confume ourfelves to little or no 
purpofe, and we Ihall never truly exert our ftrength, 
nor with full effect, unlefs all good patriots intcrpofe 
with their utmoft endeavours, to put an end to the 
divifions that are among us. 

It feems againfl all natural fenie, that dangers 
threatning from abroad, fhould not unite the minds 
of men at home. " Externus timor magnum con- 
*^ cordise vinculum." And yet there arc inftanccs 

T 4 iniiu- 
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innumerable c^ countries, upon whom no foreign 
force could have made any impreffion, which have 
been ruined by dividing among themfelves. 

If ever it imported a people to look to their own 
prefervation, we ought to do it in this juncture ; 
when a monarchy is forming, which if permitted to 
take root and be eftabliihed, will foon be an over- 
match for all the reft of Chriftendom ; when Spain, 
which is the moft profitable branch of our foreign 
trade, is wholly under the influence of our moft in- 
veterate enemies, and who will foon be in a capa- 
city to fupplant us in it ; when the ports of Italy arc 
in hands that will totally exclude us from all our 
Levant and Mediterranean trafiick •, when the 
barrier of Flanders is fo thrown down, that the United 
Provinces muft be reduced, upon every occafion, to 
place their fecurity in laying their narrow territories 
under water, and to fupport themfelves at fuch an 
expence as their ftate cannot long bear ; when the 
Imperial houfe, which in conjunction with Spain was 
a counterpoife to France, has been opprefled and 
tricked out of its rights, by the corruption of the 
Spanifh court ; and laftly, when univerfal empire, 
if the projeft fucceed, muft end in forcing all men 
to be of one religion. By the rules of policy and 
reafon thefe thoughts (hould bring us to be of a 
better temper one towards another, and to unite for 
the fafeguard of our own, and the liberties of aU 
Europe. And it is upon thefe confiderations, that, 
before I come to handle the main queftion, I conceive 
it may be for the fervice of my country to paint out 
fadion in all its colours, to ihow the mifchiefs it 
produces, and to offer what, according to my poor 
apprehenfion of things, may moft conduce to heal 
our breadies and reftore peace. 

And while the pens of other men are employed in 
dtfending their own fide, as they call it, in accufing 

thote 
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thofe who are not of their opinion, or in cavils and 
recriminations, my weak endeavours (hall be fhown 
in propofing what may help us for the future. 

I fhould be glad fome of thofe who pretend to be 
fo intircly exempt from all fort of prepoffeflion in 
matters that have relation to the publick, would 
undertake the talk ; but feeing they are filent, I fhalJ, 
with great fubmiffion, ftiow my thoughts upon this 
fubje^fl ; which indeed requires much an abler hand : 
And if I can, in any manner, be inflrumental in per- 
fwading a brave and warlike people to carry that 
fire abroad which confumes them at home ; if I can 
be the means of promoting that unity, which alone 
can enable us to oppofe the power of France ; if 
what I (hall offer can any way contribute to make 
us at leaftfufpend our mutual anger, and refentments, 
until we are free from the fear of foreign dangers; 
I fhall think my time well and happily employed. 

Great empires, in the beginning well conflituted, 
might be immortal but for civil dilTentions. The 
Romans, though their commonwealth was frequently 
divided into faftions, for a long while preferved 
themielves, partly by the gravity and wifdom of the 
Patricians, and partly by the modefty and temper 
of the commons : But their ftate was overthrown, 
when afterwards in their turns both fides came to 
take extream courfes. " iEternas efle opes Romanas 
** nifi inter femet ipfi feditionibus faeviant, id unum 
** vencnum, eam labem civitatibus opulentis reper- 
'^ tam, ut magna imperia mortalia eilent. Diu 
** fullentatum id malum pertim patrum confiliis, 
** partim patientia plebis, jam ad extrema venifle." 
For extremities, mutual affronts, and injuries, beget 
fuch hatred at lad, as is never to be reconciled \ 
and mud either quite fubvert the ftate, or produce 
% total change of the conftitution. 

Nothing likewife more contributed to fave that 
X)eople for fomc ages, from die ill effefts inteftine 
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difcord occafions, than their laying it afide, as they 
conftantly did, whenever they were threatened by 
dangers from abroad j when they had any profpedk 
of a foreign war, but much more when they had it 
upon their hands, all animofities, their differences 
with the nobility, and all queftions concerning power 
ftood for a while fufpended : There are alfo frequent 
inftances in their hiftory, that in fuch junftures they 
poftponed to a more quiet feafon, inquiries, accu* 
lations, and punifhments of a high nature ; ai)d this 
did not only give them more ftrength to oppofe their 
enemies, biecaufc the thoughts and councils of their 
great men were then more fedate, and of a piece;, 
as not being diverted by domeftick troubles ; but 
thefc intervals, this fufpenfion of hoftilities between 
tlie clalhing fides, very much conduced to qualify 
the heats that were among them. For men when 
they have had leifurc to confider and to be cool, 
grow to have quite different thoughts and opinions 
in all affairs, as well private as publick, from what 
they had when their minds were newly agitated, and 
when the provocations were frelh, and recent : And 
in the beginnings of anger we think of nothing but 
revenge, v/ithout weighing its confequences, and 
how far we may thereby hurt ourfelves ; but time, 
among other benefits it brings with it, makes ua 
quit paffion, and hearken to the voice of reafon. 

In the fame manner perhaps it would be happy 
for this nation, if the difputes that are among us, 
fliould be for a while poftponed. A claim of right 
is very far from being loft or yielded up, becaufe it 
is for the prefent fufpended. Whoever looks over 
our hiftories, will find that the people have held to 
this very day fuch rights as they aflertcd in times of 
peace and quiet. Whereas fuch have been wrefted 
from them afterwards, which they claimed and 
obtained at other feafons. And indeed one part of 
the ftate will always have a remaining pretenfion to 

what 
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'Vhat the other part feems to have extorted, at a 
junfture, when neccflity may be thought to have 
forced compliance. 

That the peoples reprefentatives ought never to 
give up fundamentals, is beyond all dilpute : Nor 
can they do it, becaufe as to fundamentals, they arc 
but the peoples truilees, and can do no aA that fhall 
bind their principals to any thing that will be to their 
utter deftnidion. But without doubt, by the rules 
of reafon, and according to the principles of govern- 
ment, they have a difcretionary power committed 
to tliem, to bring on or referve to another feafon, 
any queftion relating to their rights and privileges 1 
and to inquire, accufe, and punifli, or to let all this 
fleep for a while, as they Ihall believe their proceed- 
ings will be moft advantagious to the publick, and 
beft fuit with the pofture and condition of affairs i 
Nor can this be interpreted receding from any point, 
or breaking into the conftitution : For they who arc 
the guardians of liberty, are the beft judges when it 
is to be aflerted, and when it is convenient that claims 
relating to it (hould be fufpended. As they are a 
part of the legiflative authority, they may intermit 
the exercife oftheir part as to certain points, or put 
it in immediate execution, as they think moft con- 
duces to the publick good : And as the fword of 
the legiQature was chiefly inftituted for their defence^ 
againft the exceiles of power, fo our ancient con- 
ftitution feems to have made them judges, when it 
fhould be kept Iheathed, and when is the proper 
Jeafon to have it drawn upon offenders. 

And when this fufpenfion of great claims, and 
the^e intermillions in the acts of juftice happen, 
mankind will be fo far from thinking that any right 
is thereby loft, that it will be deemed a mark and 
cffeft of the higheft wifdom, in thofe who fuffcr one 
weighty affair to give place to another that is yet of 
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more importance: Therefore in appearance the 
moft prudent and fafeft courie in thefe cafes is to 
imitate the condud of the Romans, and to take all 
rcafonable meafures that may lead to peace at honne» 
when we are engaged in a war abroad. 

Part of thefe difcourfes have been written fomc 
time, and were defigned to be made publick againft 
the meeting of that parliament which was to fit the 
13th of November, 1701 -, and which, to the infinite 
grief and furprize of many, who loved and confulted 
their country's quiet, was difTolved upon the nth 
day of the fame month : But the author not being 
able to judge what kind of ferment this fuddcn 
diflblotion might produce; and apprehending in 
general, from divers fymptoms, that on both fides, 
the paffions were fo inflamed, as not to be capable, 
at that feafon, of liflening to terms of moderation, 
he refolved that for the prefent thefe tra6ts of his 
ihould not be publifhed. 

For as it is impertinent and in vain to endeavour 
to appeafe a fingle man juft at the moment his anger 
is wrought up to the extreamefl pitch, and until he 
has had a little time to cool and recollect himfelf ; 
fo when the arts of wicked men have infefted the 
whole body of a people, with mutual hatred one 
towards the other ; when fedition is fo loud, that 
even the voice of the laws is not to be heard ; when 
civil difcord is at the height ; when parties are fo 
animated by their leaders as to (land ready to en- 
gage, and only as it were waiting for the word to 
fall on, and begin the battle ; it is then to no purpofe 
to interpofe with the calm precepts of philofophy, 
it is then fruitlefs and out of feafon to fhow from 
precedents and examples drawn out of your own 
and the hiftories of other nations what difmal efFedts 
fadtion has and ever will produce. The drums and 
trumpets c^' fedition make fuch a noife you cannot 
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be heard -, you muft lie by for a better opportunity ; 
you muft then raifc your banks when you obfervc 
the waters begin to ebb, and that the fpring-tides 
are over ; you muft give the angry parties leifure to 
cool ; you moft expedt the returns of right reaibn ; 
you muft let honour, care of religion, fenfe of duty 
to their Prince, reverence to the laws, and afFe&ion 
to their country, regain that ground which is ever 
loft when difcord rages ; you muft await until both 
fides find their errors, and until they fee the dangers 
that are impending ; you muft ftay until themfelves 
grow to defpife the follies and mad parts they have 
been afting, and until they become afliamed of the 
wounds which each, to get the better over the other, 
has in its turn given to the conftitution. When all 
thefe objeds have begun to make fome impreflion 
on the minds of men, then is your proper time to 
offer to the publick the rcfult of your reading, and 
obfervations upon fo good a fiibjedt. 

And though it is to be feared our breaches arc 
flill very far from being healed, yet there is at leaft 
fome difpofition towards a better union : The minds 
of men are not quite fo exafperated, as they were 
for feveral months before the late King died. Wc 
have now had a little time to cool in : It is not im- 
probable but both fides may fee they made fome 
falfe fteps, and that having been wrought up by 
their mutual heats and provocations, they did things, 
which were neither to be juftifyed by the rules of 
policy, nor prudence. 

And believing foreign dangers, the mifchiefs threa- 
tened from the conjunction of France and Spain, 
with the war we have upon our hands, may at leaft 
fo far fuipend the remains of former animofities, 
which peradventure do fiill fubfift, as to incline both 
fides to hear what they have to fay who arc defirous 
to contribute their endeavours towards allaying 
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l86 IntroduBion. 

thoie pafllons ; and imagining this jun£ture to br 
favourable for an attempt of the like kind, he there- 
fore now refolves to offer to the publick thcfc eiTays, 
upon Peace at Home, and War Abroad. 

And I ihall proceed to treat upon leveral points* 
As, Whether a good Member of die Commonwealth 
may remain neuter in times of faAion ? Whether an 
honeft man may leave the party he is ingagcd in ? 
and. Whether a wife man mould at any tmie what* 
jbever meddle in publick affairs? I ihall fhow. That 
in a kingdom divided within itfelf, there can be 
neither lecrecy, nor difpatch in bufineis. That 
minifters of date, but more eipecially Princes, (hould 
ufe their utmoft care to hinder the growth of fadion, 
and to heal divifions. There ihall be ihown what 
ibrt of meaiures are beit for great men to take when 
ihey lie under publick accufations. That miigo* 
vernment is as well redreiled, by looking into 
things, as by accuiing peribns ; or as by retro- 
Ipeftive inquiries. I ihall endeavour to (how that 
factions in a kingdom are not fiich diieaies as admit 
of no cure -, fome remedies ihall be propofed, which 
will lead me to fpeak, of periuing national intereil, 
of arbitrary power, of religion and liberty of con- 
icience, of frugality in mana^g the publick treafure, 
of the executive power, and of miniilers of ilate. 

The deiign of this firil part is to recommend that 
moderation, which though it heals a iick common^ 
wealth but (lowly, yet at lail ^dom fails of rcilor- 
iog it to perfeft health. 
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SECT. I. 

H^he Danger of Appealing to the People from 
their Reprefentatives in Parliament. 

BEFORE I enter upon my main work, I think 
it abfolutely requifite to examine into fomc 
clo£trines which have been lately fpread abroad ; in- 
deed in a more open manner than ever, unleik in 
times when the fword of civil war was drawn : And 
they are ; /' That, in reference to the publick, the 
** people and their reprefentatives may have diftinfl: 
*' rights ; that the people have not devolved their 
** whole power in government upon their repre- 
** fentatives ; that parliaments are accountable to, 
** and to be comptroUed in all their doings by the 
^ people ; that it is always lawful and often expc- 
** dient, to appeal from a Houfe of Commons to 
*« the people." 

All which notions were not conveyed about in 
whifpers, as heretofore, but printed in books, ar- 
raigning the whole proceedings of the Houfe of 
Commons, calling their undoubted privileges in 
aueflion, and, as it were, appealing to the rabble 
rrom all their refolutions : And at that time licenfe 
was even converted into rage. But it is to be hoped 
all this was private folly, or private malice ; that 
it received no encouragement from, and was not the 
declared fenfe of any party. It was in truth ftrange 
to fee fome men, blind like Sampfon, and like him 
full of revenge, pulling down pillars, though they 
themfelves were fure to be overwhelmed, as well as 
others, in the ruins of the building. 

But a vail fliould have been drawn over all this, 
were it not apparent that the fame doftrine is ftill 
propagated ^ that there are ftill thofe who cenfure 
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the majority, whenever the majority afts not accord* 
ing to their fentiment of things ; and who at every 
turn are making thefe appeals to the people, lb 
deftruftive to the nature of our conftitution ; and 
this not modcftly, or in fecret, but in loud clamours, 
and with all the fierce methods fedition is wont to 
make ufe of, when ftie aims at giving authority fomc 
mortal blow. 

Heretofore the commonalty of this realm have 
rstifed tumults againft the men of eftates and fub- 
flance ; the Barons have appeared in arms at other 
times, to aflert their rights, fome of our Princes 
have attempted to be above laws, and the fword of 
civil war has been drawn upon various pretences 
and occafions ; private men have frequently found 
fault with the management, and have attacked the 
minifters, who have had power enough to embroil 
the kingclom for a while ; and in the reign of King 
Charles the Ift, mifgoverned zeal was carried to great 
extremities, however it was in favour of a Houle of 
Commons : But it "would be monllrous to fee one 
part of the people endeavouring to incite the other, 
to overthrow the privileges of their own reprefen- 
tatives. 

Nor does mentioning thefe matters contradift the 
defign in hand of attempting to unite the minds of 
men, nor can it be thought a renewing of former 
quarrels. On the contrary, it feems evident that 
nothing will fooner lead to peace at home, or be 
more the intereft of both fides, than to have thefe 
dangerous principles examined and refuted. They 
are fore places, or tumors in the commonwealth, 
which ought to be laid open, lanced, and probed •, 
for if they are fufFered to fefter and corrupt, they 
muft produce inflammations ; which perhaps fhaU 
turn to fuch a gangreen, as may at laft threaten the 
very being and life of the body politick. 

The 
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The harmony that is to make England fubfift 
and flourifh, muft have its rife from a due rcfpeft, 
and obedience to be paid by the whole people, to 
that authority with which the laws have veiled the 
different parts that compofe this government : As 
firft the Prince, who is head of the republick ^ then 
the two pillars fupporting the royal dignity, which 
are the Houfe of Lords, and Houfe of Commons. 
When by the arts of wicked men the multitude arc 
brought to flight the regal power, in a little time 
iedition begins, and civil war follows; and our 
hiftories are full of fuch popular commotions. In the 
laft age the multitude were incited againft the Houfe 
of Lords, and they were excluded from their feats in 
parliament ♦ and as foon as this was done, the fceptre 
was wrefted from the Prince. The inftance is in* 
deed new among us, of the people being ftirred up 
to lop off the other branch of the conftitution, by 
trampling upon the rights and privileges of a Houfe 
of Commons. But it will not be difficult to foretel, 
what would be the confequence of fuch an attempt, 
if ever it fliould prevail ; it muft either terminate in 
tke abfolute rule and tyranny of a fingle perfon, or 
it muft end in anarchy, or the wild dominion of a 
rabble. 

As all the conftituent parts, aggregately con- 
fidered, ought to have their due weight, io no one 
part is to invade the others rights, much lefs to join 
itfelf with any who arc attempting fuch invafions : 
When they relpedt one another, they become awful 
to the people, whom they ought to lead, and not to 
follow : Where there is this agreement in all the 

Earts, the ftate is found and pcrfed, and can a£t at 
omeor abroad, with ftrcngth and vigour: But 
when they clafh, every thing muft ftand ftill % the 
executive power remains impotent, and unregard- 
ed-, there is a kind of break or chafm in govern-- 
Vot. IV. U mcnt. 
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ment, and firft one wheel of the ^at engine ftops, 
and then another, till the whole is out of order. 

However it has been often feen that a King has 
differed, fometimes with the Lords, and fometimes 
with the Commons ; there have been likewifc dif- 
agreements of a high nature, and carried on with 
much warmth, between the two Houfes of parlia- 
ment, and yet the publick peace was not difturbed \ 
all ended calmly, and thofe breaches were foon 
healed •, but this happened in ages when our an- 
ceftors were fo wife, as not to appeal to the people 
in thefe difputes, and not to let them mingle in the 
quarrel. 

In the fame manner there may be diviiions in the 
kingdom -, men may differ about civil or religious 
matters, and have various thoughts concerning 
government -, parties may thereupon grow up, and 
mutual heats arife, and yet the commonwealth may 
remain unwounded in the vitals, and in no imme* 
diate danger; but difcord grows then fatal, and can 
hardly conclude without a civil war, when a ftrong 
faftion is formed againft any one part of the con- 
ftitution, be it the Prince, Houle of Lords, or 
Houfe of Commons* 

What other intention could fome men have, but 
toraifc up a faftion that fhould be flrong enough to 
pull down one of the eftates of parliament ? when 
in pamphlets hardly to be numbered, and difperied 
round the nation, they accufed the Houfe of Com- 
mons, that was difTolved in 1701, as not mindful 
of their King's honour, as being in the French in- 
tcreft, as wanting aflfe^ion to their native country, 
and zeal for its religion, and as not intending to do 
what was needflil for the kingdom's fafety. Nor 
were thefe inveftives levelled only againft finale 
perfons, but the proceedings of the whole colle6hve 
body were cenfurcd ; their power was alfo qucftioned, 
I and 
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and the multitude were, m a manner, called upon 
to affume to themlelves the whole adminiftration o£ 
affairs ; at leaft to wreft from their reprefentatived 
that part of government they held. It is true, 
they who might have had thefe bad intentions, did 
not find lufiicient of bad matter to work upon ; for 
the people were wifcr than to pull down their own 
fences; but the unthinking rabble were brought 
very near ibme fuch attempt ; md that the fword 
was not then drawn, will perhaps be thought a won* 
der in future ages. 

And the boldneis of thefe incendiaries was the 
more aftonilhing, becaufe at the time I am fpeaking 
of, all things went on finoothly between the King 
and his Home of Commons : They did what he 
defired, as to the fupplies and the alliances ; and he 
thanked them from time to time, for their labours 
in the publick fervice. But now and then there is a 
real cla&ing. The Prince may think his preroga- 
tives ftruck at, or the guardians of our civil rights 
may think their liberMs invaded ; but how dan- 
gerous it is to make the multitude judges in thefe 
diiputes, will appear to thole who confider the reign 
of King Charl^ Ift. In the melTages and deckra- 
tions he publifhed, he appealed to the people; 
the Houie of Commons In their anfwers and remon* 
ftrances did the fame ; and what did all this end in, 
but giving the rabble fuch head, fo much power 
and ftrength, that the King was depofed and put to 
death ? Not long after, the doors of St. Stephen's 
Chapel were (hut up, and for a while the fword was 
the only law we had. 

The art of governing is to rule the many by a 
few ; but when the many are fuffered to fway, di- 
reft, and lead the few, which way they pleafe, it is 
quite returning into the wild ftate of nature, and 
giving to force that empire and dominion, which 
reaibn and wifdom ought to have. 

U 2 Nothing 
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Nothing could be of more dangerous confequcnce, 
than to cftablifti, that in reference to the publick, 
the people of England and their reprefentatives have 
diftindt rights. The Prince is head of the common- 
wealth, and has his prerogatives : the Lords fpiri^ 
tual and temporal have their feparate privileges : 
The Houfe of Commons have their rights : And 
thefe all together arc what Ibme have ftilai the three 
eftates of parliament. But to fet up a fourth eilate, 
confiding of the people, with diftind rights, and to 
leave the other three remaining^ would be a ftrange 
fort of government, refemblin^ none of die models 
Ariftotle defcribes to us. Which part of the con^ 
flitution was to be fubordinate to this fourth eftate 3 
Their reprefentatives only ? This would hardly have 
proved the cafe ; for we all have feen by experience, 
that when the people get the power, they foon lay 
afide both King and Lords ; and if they fall into 
the hands of a tyrant (which generally happens to 
be their condition who depart from their old and 
true eftablifhment) that tyrant will not long let them 
have a Houfe of Commons freely chofen. 

The rights and privileges of the Houfe of Com- 
mons, are the peoples rights and privileges ; but 
transferred and pafled over, from the peribns eleft- 
ing to the peribns elefted. It is true^ the people 
may have a right to give inftruftions to their mem- 
bers \ but thefe are not fuch difbates, as their mem- 
bers muft not depart from -, for when they enter into 
the Houfe, they are not fo much to purflie the 
intereft of this or that borough, as to promote 
the general intercft of England : As indeed when 
they are aflembled all together, not properly rcprc- 
fenting their refpedtive counties and corporations, 
but reprefenting the whole kingdom. 

The members likewife, in new and important 
matters, may have recourie to, and confult their 
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principals or eleftors ; but there is nothing to be 
produced in the original form of our government, 
or from its modern praftice, that compels them to 
it. Among thefe writers one tells us indeed, " That 
*' anciently the Achaians and -SEtolians did, and 
*' now the United Provinces of the Netherlands, 
•• and the Cantons of Switzerland, do tranfaft all 
*' things relating to their affociations, by dele- 
** gates; but that it would be improper to reckon 
•* thefe people free, without fuppofing that the 
*^ power committed to their truftees remained ftiU 
*• in them/* But what is this to our cafe ? It is 
notorious the ftates of Achaia and ^tolia were 
compofed of cities and provinces confederated toge- 
ther m force and council, for their common welfare ; 
but ftill remaining fovereign within their refpeftive 
precin£ts and jurifdidions : And to fpeak properly, 
the particular members whereof fuch affemblies were 
made up, were rather the legates or ambaflfadors 
from thefe feveral people, than their reprefentatives : 
And being veiled with a truft delegated by an au- 
thority fovereign within itfelf, and over them, no 
doubt they had but a limited commiflion to aflent 
or diflent in framing new laws to bind the whole, 
in making war or peace, and raifing taxes, and in 
all thefe points they were obliged to confult their 
principals, and to roUow their inftru6tions. And 
this b the form of government m the Netherlands^ 
the Switz Cantons, and among the Grifons. But 
can any man in his right fenfes fay this is or ever 
was our conftitution ? Do any of our boroughs^ 
cities, or counties, remain fovereign and indepen^ 
dent commonwealths within themlelves, only con^ 
federated with the whole for mutual defence, and 
by confeni ? Is there any fupreme authority among 
us, but that of the Prince, at the head of both 
Houfes of parliament ? Is not the ultimate power 
U 3 lodged 
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lodged with them, and have not the laws placed the 
laft refort there i 

Where-cver the laft refort or appeal lies, there b 
the fovereignty •, and if among us the people have a 
right to it, then are we a democracy, and not a 
kingly government. 

To pretend that the people have diftinft powers 
Or rights not included in, or indeed above the pri- 
vileges of thofe who reprefent them, is a doftrinc 
as dangcrou3 to publick peace, as it would be ab- 
ford and impoflible in the praftice. And to appeal 
from their reprefentatives to the multitude, is fetting 
the ax to the very root of this conftitution. But 
thofe libels appealed to them with a vengeance, 
which not content to find fault with what this or 
that member of the Houfe of Commons did, en- 
deavoured, with the utmoft malice and virulence, to 
bring that part of the legiflative authority into con- 
tempt and hatred. When the commonalty have once 
made their choice, their whole power is devolved 
and delegated -, and whether their reprefentatives do 
well or ill, their Princes only are to judge ; who by 
the prerogative they have to call them together and 
diflblve them, as they and their council fliall think 
expedient, can rcftiiy any material error in their 
proceedings. 

It was the wifdom of the Gothic models, to con- 
trail multitudes into a fmall number, by which they 
might be reprefented, to avoid that confufion which 
muft certainly arife in great popular aflemblies; but 
when, upon all occafions, you make the intire body 
of the people judges of what their reprefentatives 
are doing, or have done, and when the vulgar is 
perpetually called upon, and incited to cenfure their 
proceedings, you run into that diforder your an- 
ceftors endeavoured to prevent. 

It is dangerous even in pure democracies to leave 
too much to the judgment of the common people ; 

therefore 
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therefore Harrington, Sidney, and all the beft of 
the republican writers, fay. That in a well-formed 
government the people are to have no more power 
than to aflent or diflent. If to commit too much to 
them be of dangerous coniequence, and not to be 
tolerated in a democracy, it muft certainly be un- 
fafe in a kingly government, limited as ours is ; 
where each conftituent part has its diilinft rights 
and privileges, which are all loft, when by conftant 
appealing to the rabble, they are conftitutcd fupreme 
judges over the whole. 

They who in their books took upon them to 
cenfure the intire conduft of a Houfe of Commons, 
€0 prefcribe to them when and in what meafurc 
fupplies were to be granted, to charge them with 
want of duty to their Prince, and to arraign them 
as having neglefted the nation's interp ft and fafety : 
they who pretended to determine as to their power 
and authority, and to call in queftion the privileges 
they have fo long exercifed, and ever claimed: they 
who equally pronounced againft their deliberative, 
and judicial proceedings: they who took fuch pains 
to expofe all their debates and refolutions, with the 
moft malicious remarks they could pofljbly devife ; 
what other meaning could they have in the appeals 
they thus made in fuch a publick manner to the 
people, but to fubmit every thing to their debating ? 
and to leave to their giddy judgments the fupreme 
decifion in all the important affairs of ftate, where- 
by they would quite have changed our antient 
government, and have reduced it rrom a form well 
and wifely eftabliflied, to a mere anarchy, which is 
the corruption of democracy. 

Whatever party has the upper-hand, and is 
trufted with the principal adminiftration of affairs, 
the realm may poffibly fubfift. One fide may per- 
adventurc be Icfs fclfifli, lefs greedy^ lefs defigning, 

U 4 and 
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and have more temper than the other : however, 
government itfelf may goon, though the minifterial 
part of it may not be iu fuch hands as this or that 
fide dcfire. But if we once come to lofe the 
diflinguifhing mark which makes us happy above 
the reit of nations, if the boundaries are removed, 
if the conftitution is altered, and parliaments are 
laid afide, or their authority weakened ; we are no 
longer a free country, and that building and right 
model is thrown down, which our anceftors at the 
expence of fo much blood and treafure have erefted. 

They who broached this doftrine that the people 
have not devolved their whole power in government 
to their reprefentatives, and that a Houle of Com- 
mons is, from time to time, to receive diftates from 
the multitude, v/ould have fet up a ftrange fort of 
liberty, in which neither the fenate, the magiftrates, 
the laws, the manners, nor the inftitutions of their 
fathers were to be regarded : *' Ea demum Romae 
" libertas eft, non fenatum, non magiftratus, non 
*' leges, non mores majorum, non inftituta patrum 
" vereri." But thefe new politicians had not per- 
haps fufficiently confidered, that liberty is equally 
unfafe where parliaments are to be frighted and in- 
fluenced by popular clamours, as where they are to 
be corrupted by the minifters. 

What could they who advanced thefe notions in- 
tend elfe than quite to have abolilhed their ufe, 
when they endeavoured to divert them of their pri- 
vileges, and when they would not have left them fo 
much authority, as might have fufficed to preferve 
them from being infultcd by the meaneft of the 
people ? 

Moft certainly they did not confider how mifer- 
able a nation muft be where parliaments are brought 
to make fuch a figure, and to be without weight, 
flighted, defpifed, fafely trampled upon, and af- 
fronted 
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fronted with impunity. It is not the nsme of a 
Houfe of Commons that makes a nation free, but 
their efficacy, power, and authority, and the refpeft 
and reverence their confultations and proceedings 
meet with. But where all this is taken from them, 
the fubje(9s are in a worfe condition, than if they 
were governed by the iword. For where there is 
nothing but the appearances of freedom left, the 
fevereft bondage is intended : " Quantoque majore 
^' libertatis imagine tegebantur tanto eruptura ad 
*' infenfius fervitium." 

The guardians of liberty have ever been held in 
the higheft veneration. He who injured the tribunes 
of the people, his head was devoted and accurfed, 
and what he had was forfeited. " Qui tribunis 
*' plebis nocuiffet, ejus caput Jovi facrum eflet ; 
** familia ad:^dem Cereris, liberis liberseque venum 
** irent.** If this magiftracy was invblable, which 
was eftablifhed to defend the Plebeians againft the 
power of the Patricians; with as much realbn ought 
that body to be had in high reverence, which is fuch 
an eflential part of our government, and by which 
the whole people are reprefented. 

Whenever the cafe happens that a Houfe of 
Commons fliall either be frighted by an army, or 
corrupted by the intrigues of a court; or be in- 
fluenced and awed by a multitude, to go out of their 
old ways ; and in material points to quit their re- 
gular and ancient courfe of proceedings ; and when 
at any time they ftiall be brought to give up funda- 
mentals ; the conftitution will be fo loft that it will 
be utterly impoflible to recover it at another feafon. 

But here it may be objeftcd. Was it not in a 
manner quite changed in the parliaments of the 
20th, and 2 1 ft, Richard lid ? Was it not then ob- 
tained, That the whole clergy Ihould be reprelcnted 
in parliament by one proxy, and he a layman, and 

this 
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this at a time when the clergy were great aflertors 
of publick liberty, Rot. Pari. 21 Rich. 11. n' 9 ? 
Was not a commiffion, and a ftatute thereupon 
made the nth of that reign, repealed, "As having 
** been made traitroufly by conftraint and com- 
♦* pulfion againft the King*s will, his royalty, 
" crown, and dignity ?" Rot. ibid, n^ 10. Was it 
not then endeavoured to eftablifh iniquity for 
ever, by impofing an oath or new teft to bind the 
confciences of men, making them fwear not to re- 
peal, nor fufFer to be repealed, what had been done 
and eftablilhed in that parliament ? Rot. ibid. n*. 
38. And that there might be a good precedent of 
impunity for future crimes, did they not make void 
the attainders of the two Spencers ? Rot. ibid. n**. 
c,^. And to complete all, the laft day of the feflions 
was not an aft made to devolve the Legiflature for 
a time upon private perfons ? Rot. ibid. n'*. 74, 
80. Was not all this done, and did not all thelc 
motions come from a Houfe of Commons, packed, 
awed, and corrupted? And befides. Were not all the 
irregular fteps made that could almoft be thought 
on ? And yet though thefe wounds were given to 
the conftitution, it had then fuch a ftock of vigour 
as foon to heal again. This defign againft the ftate 
did hurt it but for a (hort time, its contrivers pe- 
rifhed, and the commonwealth was in two years 
reftored to all her former ftrength. 

But the cafe is now very far from being the fame. 
The body politick has not at prefent a fpring of 
inward health, fufficient to refift and overcome 
attacks of this nature made upon it. It is old, de- 
cayed, and worn out -, we are in a manner quite 
depaited from our original inftitution, and the 
Gothic model is become fo defaced and altered, 
that it is hardly to be known. Heretofore the 
Prince's ftrength depended upon his own vaflals 

and 
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and tenants, who could not eafily be brought to 
hurt the publick ; or who at leaft could not be long 
perfuaded to entertain mifchievous thoughts againft 
it. Formerly the fpiritual and temporal Barons had 
rail eflates, and great dependencies ; and there was 
hardly a time in which three or four of them were 
not ftrong enough of themfelves to oppofe any in- 
vafion made upon the nation's rights. The Barons 
had the largeft Ihare of property, and by confe- 
quence of power, and therefore were fuch bulwarks 
to liberty, that it could not be well over-run : So 
that what attempts in pad ages have been made 
againft it, were fhorr livai and foon defeated ; where- 
as now the balance is quite altered, property is 
clfewhere centered, and if they who have this pro- 
perty fnould agree to give up liberty, who is there 
to defend it ? 

And look upon the Gothic inftitutions round 
about us ; for example, France, Spain, Denmark, 
and Sweden, you will find that the Barons firft had 
the property, a great part of which in procefs of 
time devolved upon the Commons ; and that all 
thefe nations continued free till the Commons them- 
felves came to furrender their own liberties, either 
actively or paflively ; but when this was once done, 
their nobles and great men were never afterwards in 
a condition to oppofe the growth and progrefs of 
arbitrary government in thefe refpedtive kingdoms. 

Moft certain it is, that as matters now ftand 
here, as the eftablifhment is changed from its on- 
gind, and as property and power is now fixed, 
liberty once loft is hardly to be retrieved ; becaufe 
upon the prefent foot of things, and all circum- 
ftances confidered, there are none who can fo well 
protedl the people in their civil rights, as their own 
rcprefentatives. If therefore the Houfe of Com- 
mons is made contemptible, if their authority is 

weakened. 
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weakened, if their privileges are fuffered to be in- 
vaded by feditious rabbles, incited by malecontents % 
if at every turn they are driven upon fuch a preci- 
pice by hot and hair-brained men, that either the 
ftate muft be difturbed, or they muft depart from 
fundamentals ; and if the fences and out-works are 
thus thrown down, it will be utterly impoffible to 
maintain the citadel, the ilrong hold, keep, and 
laft refuge, upon which we have depended for thefe 
laft ages : and in a few years we muft expeft to be 
in no better a condition, than all the reft of our 
unhappy neighbours. 

But it is to be hoped that in no future times any 
.man will be fo fwayed by anger, revenge, or incli- 
nation to this or that perfon, nor let his partiality 
to what faction foever fo miflead him as to be there- 
by perfuaded to enter into meafures that may be 
deftru6tive to the conftitution ; whoever refle6ls 
ferioufly, will find it a very difficult bufinefs to 
wreft from the whole body of the gentry, privileges 
they have long enjoyed ; for deriving power from 
property, as certainly they do, they muft be divefted 
of their property before they can be deprived of 
their power. And it is obfervable that in all ftates 
where an ariftocracy made one part of the govern- 
ment, the Commons as they increafed in riches, ever 
got ground upon the nobles ; and fo it was in Rome, 
where as often as the Plebeians ftruggled with the 
nobility, they ftill were found to get more by that 
time the difference was fully ended, than atfirft they 
thought of afking. And the Commons, when they 
are compelled by injuries to confider of exerting 
themfelves, have a firength fo fuperior to that of 
the ariftocratical part of the conftitution, that it 
muft be ever prudent to avoid all occafions of 
wreftling with them.; becaufe thefe contentions, in 
which they feldom fail of prevailing at the long run, 

bring 
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bring them to be fo well acquainted with their own 
force, that they come at laft to demand, and acluallv 
to obtain more than peradventure well confifts witn 
the prefcrvation of the balance. 

In handling this point the author hopes he has 
himfelf obferved that moderation which he recom- 
mends to others, though it be difficult enough for a 
man not to run into fome warmth, when he reflects 
Upoa what was doing in this kingdom from the 8th 
of May, 1701, (which day may be juftly deemed 
the epoche of thefe diforders) and when he con- 
templates the ftrange licence of the prefs for feveral 
months, and how much the audacious attempts 
then made upon the publick were winked at, if not 
encouraged. 

Perhaps in a free country it was neither right, 
nor fafe, lb to reftrain the tongues and pens of men, 
as that the a6tions of private perfons might not be 
examined, in order to publick cenfure. The liberty 
of the prefs is peradventure fome kind of check 
upon vice, corruption, and mifgovernment : libels 
hurt innocent and good men very little in their re- 
putation *, and indeed they are dreaded by none, but 
fuch who are confcious of fome fccret guilt, which 
they would not have come to light : therefore there 
can be no great danger to let wit work upon its 
proper objefts. 

If any man betrayed his country, if he touched 
foreign money, or if he were bribed at home ; if 
he held treacherous intelligences; it was fit dnd 
juft he ihould be detedbed, and expofed. They 
Upon whom thefe crimes were wrongfully charged, 
tnough they inight be clouded for a brief fpace of 
time, their innocence was fure to fhine out foon, 
and be vifible to the whole world : befides, thefe 
(allies of the brain were the fmalleft perfecutions 
which truth and virtue might expeft to meet with \ 

and 
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and as good men thereby received no real injury, 
it was no matter what became of thofe who were 
rightfully accufed \ and it was no harm, if the pens 
and voices of all mankind purfued them till they 
were brought to juftice. 

While men employed their talents thb way, they 
could not prejudice the publick. If they wronged 
the innocent, they only brought confiifion upon 
their own heads at laft ; if they deteded the guilty, 
they deferved thanks. But our late divifions did 
produce writers of another fort, who, not contented 
to find fault with thofe they did not like, ftruck at 
fundamentals ; and were not fo angry with private 
perfons, as they feemed to be with parliaments in 
general. And it was againft fuch, that the laws 
ought to have been pointed with all tlieir rigour. 

However, though thefe libels railed fb high a 
ferment, a& brought the body politick into a ragmg 
and malignant fever \ yet it had ftill one favourable 
prognoftick, marking, that the difeafe was not mor- 
tal ; which was, that the very perfons preferved moft 
temper, who had received the higheft provocations. 

It is to be hoped, notwithftanding the attempts 
deiperate and defigning men may have made to 
difturb their country, that the generality will concur 
in this point, neither fide to do any thing that ipay 
blaft or wound the conflitution ; if that remains 
untainted, all diQ>utes of what nature foever may 
come to have a quiet iflTue : and as to maintain the 
fafety and honour of the publick, and the ftrength 
and dignity of the laws, is the common intereft of 
both parties; fo it ought to be the principal objeft 
of their care. 
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SECT. 11. 

Whether a good Member of the Common-wealth 
may remain Neuter in times of FaSiion ? 
And ofFaSlion in general. 

IT has been long a queftion, whether a good ci- 
tizen and a virtuous man, is to be allowed to 
withdraw himfelf in times of danger, and whether 
he may quit the bufmefs of the commonwealth, and 
meddle neither way, when civil difcord rages, and 
when his fellow-citizens are divided into ftrong and 
powerful fadions ? That he ought to ufe his utmoft 
endeavours to calm thefe tumults 5 That he fhould 
be an aftive mediator to reconcile differences \ That 
he Ihould bend all his faculties to reduce the people 
to their fenfes, and to perfuade them to facrifice to 
their country's fafety, refentments of any kind 
whatfoever, is beyond difpute : but if this cannot 
be compafled ; if their paflions are wound up to 
fuch a pitch, as to be uncapable, for a while, of 
liftening to the didates of reafon ; if their minds arc 
fo ulcerated as not to bear the application of prefent 
remedies, is a juft man, and a good patriot, to get 
out of the ftorm, and to join himfelf with neither 
of the contending parties ? 

Solon the Athenian feems to have given a full 
dccifion in this weighty point, when he made a law 
which noted with infamy, fuch as in any civil fedition 
pretended to (land neuter ; whereby Plutarch fays 
he defigned. That private men fliould not fo regard 
their own affairs, and the fecurity of their own per- 
fons, as to abandon their concern and paffion for 
the publick; nor think it wife caution not to 
participate in the miferies and misfortunes of their 
country j but that rather in the beginning of the 

fcdiuon. 
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fedition, they fhoiild declare for thofe whom they 
conceived to have the jufteft caufe •, and to help that 
fide, and to run the fame fortune widi them 5 and 
not to wait an opportunity of joining without 
danger, with the party that Ihould remain viftorious. 

Thcfe were fome inducements for the framing 
fuch a law. But our philofopher might proceed 
upon other motives ; perhaps he thought, that when 
the minds of the common people were under any 
violent ferment, fuch as produces popular tumults 
and divifions, they were not to be trufted with them- 
felves ; that good men fliould then ftay and mingle 
in their councils, and not leave them to their own 
giddy conduft, or to be headed by thofe who may 
have an intercft to bring them into further mifchief 
and diforder -, and peradventure he judged that while 
factions are forming, or when they are formed, the 
few who are honeft and wife, could not be able to 
make a third party, ftrong enough to oppofe and 
fupprefs the madnefs and folly of the other two : 
That therefore it was better they Ihould join with the 
one or with the other fide, as their judgments, or 
their inclinations (which in thefe cafes will in fomc 
meafure Iway the judgment) ftiould lead them. 

No doubt there is nothing fo falfe, fo jealous, fo 
impofing, and fo unreafonable as all parties are, when 
they come to be wrought up to any height -, and it 
is to be prefumed they ^ve hourly diftafte to the 
men of worth, whom choice or accident has linked 
with them ; but to bear all this is a debt they owe 
the publick : For if the beft men fhould fo confult 
their own quiet, as to quit the fervice of xheir 
country becaufe it happens to be divided, they 
deliver over the adminiftration of affairs to hands 
that will never feek its peace. 

When wife and honefl men are not flrong enough 
(as they feldom are in any nation) to withltand and 

break 
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break the madnefs or folly of the people, they muft 
go along with them, and lead thole whom they 
cannot drive, left they commit themfelves to more 
defigning and worfe guides : And this condudl is 
warranted from precedents even in the moft virtuous 
times of Rome; many there are, I fhall cite 
here one only : Sextus TuUius, a Roman officer, 
famous for his exploits, and ftriftly obedient to 
military difcipline, did once put himfelf at the head 
of the foldiers in a mutiny of the camp ; and being 
alked by Sulpicius the Dictator, how he that was 
fo good a man fhould come to join in fuch counfels ? 
anfwered, he headed the camp that a more dangerous 
man might not undertake the bufinefs, " Tul- 
** liumque fecreto, quasnam hasc res fit, aut quo afta 
** more, percunftatur. TuUius magnopere a 
** didatore petere, ne fe oblitum difciplinae militaris, 
*• ne fui, neve Imperatoriae Majeftatis, crederet : 
*• Multitudini concitatae, quas ferme auftoribus 
*« fimilis eflet, non fubtraxifle fe ducem ; ne quis 
** alius, quales mota creare multitudo foleret, 
*• exifteret/' 

Impending dangers, want, or too much wealth ; 
oppreffion, corruption in the miniftry, ill conduft in 
the ftate, and ambition in the great ones, have in 
all ages, and will now and then produce faftions in 
a country -, nor perhaps is liberty fafe in a perpetual 
calm. There never was a country whofe peace 
contending parties have not now and then difturbed, 
and this oppofition has fometimes contributed to the 
prefervation of its liberties. In Rome, without 
doubt, they were called a fadlion who retired to the 
facred mountain by reafon of their debts, occafioned 
by the intolerable ufury and extortion of the patri- 
cians. They probably were branded alfo with the 
fame mark of diftinftion who made a fecond fecet 
jBon to Mount Aventine, when the decemvirs were 
Vol. IV. X cftablifhing 
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cftablifhing their tyranny, and when the tribunician 
magiftracy, and the benefit of appealing, had been 
wrefted from the people. It was likewife called 
faftion and fedition when the commons fo warmly 
infilled upon liberty of intermarriage with the patri- 
cian families, and to participate with them in the 
higheft dignities of the commonwealth ; both which 
they obtained at laft. It is plain while thefe conflifts 
lafted the minds of men ftood very much divided, as 
well in the forum as in the capitol ; fome declaring 
for the peoples rights, others being of the fenatorian 
party. But had not the Romans degenerated into 
an impotent ariftocracy but for thefe frequent 
difputes for power which did arife between the 
people and the Senate ? 

Nor do thefe difcords abfolutely interrupt the right 
harmony of government, unlefs they happen in 
times when the main body and mafs of the people 
is corrupted : For if they are not quite debauched by 
bad examples from thofe above them, if they are 
not throughly poifoned by the wicked arts of great 
men, if there remains in them any fenfe of virtue or 
affeftion to their country ; however inflamed their 
thoughts may be, and let them feem to be poffeflcd 
with paflions never fo violent, they are to be calmed, 
and eafily reduced to terms of reafon ; and as foon 
as their fury is abated, they return to give proofs 
of their modefty and greatnefs of mind; as the 
Roman people did, who after the high difputes wc 
have here inftanced for plebeian authority, and when 
they had gained the point, rejefted their own can- 
didates, and chofe all the military tribunes from 
among the nobles. Nor until they are utterly 
depraved, do they want a true infight into their aims 
and defigns who pretend to be their heads and 
leaders. They difcern well enough who they are 
that ftir them up, and promote popular things only 

to 



Peace at Homcj and War Abroad. 307 

fo gratify their own ambitious ends ; and who it is 
that defires no more but to awaken them to look 
after their own intereft and fafety: Thus when 
feveral laws were offered at a general aflembly of the 
Romans, by their own tribunes ; fome they ratifyed, 
others they refuied : ** Apparuit quas ex promul- 
^^ satis plebi, quas latoribus gratoria eflcnt nam de 
^^ fasnore atque Agro rogationes jubebant, de plebeio 
" confulatu antiquabant.** Thatb,thcfirftofthofc 
laws was for the peoples good, the laft was fet afoot 
by Sextius, and Licinius, only to make themfelves, 
who were plebeians, capable of being Confuls. 

But if the people have been long under the 
difcipline of wicked and defifi;ning men, if they have 
been for any time inured to radion, if it be fuffered 
to become a habit in them, they begin to loie the 
faculties they had of judging between right and wrong : 
the gate reafon was wont to enter in at is barred up, 
but all ibrt of wikl paflions have free entrance. All 
care and confideration of the publick is abandoned % 
chey examme no more whether fuch or fuch a thing is 
advantagious, or hurtful to the commonwealth, but 
each fide kx>ks fingly upon what feems to make for 
them, and for their prdent intereft. Will the rules 
of prudence bear us out in perfuing fuch a meafure ? 
Is fuch a council juft or honeft ? Will it not be at- 
tended with fatal confequences ? All this is no longer 
balanced where parties are grown violent. Will 
proceeding this or that way make us ftronger, though 
but for a moment? Shall we be thus and thus 
fuperior in the debate ? Will advancing this or that 
propofition, true or falfe it matters not, carry the 

Sueuion ? Will this beft captivate the vulgar ? Will 
lU ferve the immediate turn? Will this mofl: 
conduce to carry on the main dcfign ? Is not the 
junfture fuch that it is more requifite we Ihould 
prevail, than truth itfelf to get the upperhand ? 
X 2 When 
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When we arc thus prcfled ourfelves, is it feafonaWe 
to confider of the publick good ? What will beft 
pleafe our heads and leaders, and mod gratify them, 
and beft tend to embroil, or difappoint the adverfc 
fide ? Let us ftick to that, whatever mifchief it 
brings to the commonwealth. Has the adverfary 
offered what is right and fit ? We muft oppofe it, 
and not yield to them in any point. Have we 
advanced what is unfafe and wrong ? Let us puQi 
it on ', it is always dangerous for a party to be 
baffled. Thus when a country has been long 
divided into two powerful fadtions, and when their 
mutual anger is become inveterate, both fides in 
their turns take meafures, and give into councils 
equally deftruftive to the publick: So it was in 
Rome, where the civil diffentions between the 
plebeians and the nobles lafted, with very Ihort 
intcrmiflions, to the days of Caefar ; while the great 
ones led the people blindly on to certain ruin. 
Both fides covered their defigns with pretence for 
the publick good, but each fide in their turns fa- 
crificed the pubiick to their own ambition. If any 
of either party did arife who dcfircd to be the authors 
of peace and concord between tlieir fellow-citizens, 
they were not regarded ; for affairs were brought to 
that pafs, that men did not fo much weigh the 
bufinefs propofed, as they confidered from wliich 
fide it came. They did not aflc. Is the matter right 
or wrong that was offered by Casfar or by Pompey's 
friends ? but the fingle qucftion grew at laft. Was it 
promoted by Caefar or by Pompey ? And to the fide 
their affeftions led them, thither they made their 
fubjefted realbn follow; until at length, in the 
ftruggle for power, they loft their liberties. 

Whoever joins himfelf in the beginning to a party, 
with any other intention than to moderate, as much 
as in him lies, the heats he ihall find among then:>, 

and 



Peace at Home^ and War Abroad. 309 

and to calm their palTions, and to take all opportu- 
nities of reducing both fides, as fall as he can, to 
terms of union and concord ; whoever does not 
objeft to his own fide when they are in the wrong, 
and ftrive to inforce whatever comes from the others 
when they are in the right ; whoever does not give 
a fair example of himfelf, which may recommend 
him for his temper, probity, and jultice, in order 
to obtain fuch power and credit with the people, as 
may keep out, and hinder bad men from being their 
heads and advifers. And laftly, whoever continues 
in a party with any other meaning than to ufe his 
beft endeavours, as foon as he can, to bring both 
fides to embrace the true profit, honour, and fafety 
of the publick •, if this be not his only end and aim, 
he is not an honefl: man nor a good patriot : And 
•whatever fhape he puts on, be it zeal for his prince, 
or let him pretend a care of the peoples rights, if 
he does not ftrive to heal breaches, if he lets the 
wounds widen or fefter, his defigns at bottom are 
wicked and corrupt; and he puriues the game of his 
own intereft or ambition, and helps on the ruin of 
his country. 

For fuppofing the perfons who are the heads and 
leaders of parties to be adorned with all kind of 
virtues, which they feldom are, and granting them 
to have all fort of good intentions towards the 
publick, which happens rarely to be the cale, yet 
faction itfelf (abftrafted from the ill ufe the great 
ones make of it to fcrve their own turns) is in its 
nature pernicious ; and produces more fatal mifchiefs 
than foreign war, fickncfs, famine, or afty other 
evil the anger of heaven brings down upon us: 
*• Faftiones, quae fuere, eruntque pluribus populis 
*^ magis exitio, quam bclla externa, quam fames, 
•• morbive, quasque alia in deum iras, velut ultima 
** publicorum mdorum vertunt/* It ought there* 

Xj fox^ 
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fore to be the concern of every private man, to put 
as quick an end as polllble to what is ib deftru£bive 
to the whole. 

But when a nation is divided, many things lie in 
the way of peace. While the factions repute 
themfelves equal in power and force, pride will not 
fufFer them to fhake hands for their common prefer- 
vation : if one party gets any notable advantage, the 
defeated fide does not lofe courage and think of 
yielding ; on the contrary, fedition is then fortifycd 
with council : They try to fight with other arms \ 
they hope diligence will make up for what they 
want in real ftrength; they intrench, keep ftrift 
watch, and are ready to fally out and furprize their 
enemies whom conqueft renders fecure and carelefs \ 
but moft commonly they expect to fall upon them 
while they are quarrelling among one another, about 
dividing that booty which happens to become the 
prey of one, and for which both fides contended 
with fuch fury. 

Befides, the heads and leaders in both faftions are 
generally againft reconciling national differences: 
They think pface and union put them too much 
jtipon a level with their fellow fubjefts; they are 
loath to defcend, though but a ftep or two; a 
quiet and private life feems irkfome to them who 
have been all along at the top of bufinefs; they 
are unwilling to lofe their dependencies, and per- 
haps they apprehend that the high opinion conceived 
of their parts, abilities, and worth, will abate when 
it is no longer cryed up by the voices of their 
partial followers. 

Thefe or ttie like confiderations have induced 
many great men to foment divifions, which by their 
authority with the people, they might for ever have 
appeafed. But ambition has not ears to hear, nor 
eyes to fee any thing but the objeft that immediately 
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flatters its fight ; for if otherwife there is certainly 
no condition of life which ought not to be preferred 
to that of being the head of any party ; whole levity 
and indifcretions, whofe folly and madnefs, will give 
a wife man eternal matter of averfion, or difcontent. 

Befides, whoever rightly contemplates the nature 
of thofc numbers who compofe a party, will find 
they arc not to be depended upon. That favour of 
the vulgar which the beft man has been endeavour- 
ing, for many years, to obtain by a conftant courfc 
of virtue, may be loft in a moment, if he contra- 
dicts their immediate paflions ; and he may obtain 
it who has all along trod in vitious fteps, if he 
happens to gratify their prefent humour : And as to 
thole who feem to have had their greateft favour, 
and to have carried them which way they pleafed 5 
all things duly weighed, it appears that they were 
rather led by, than that they led the people. And 
fo it fared in Rome with the Tribunes, popular 
magiftrates who were thought to rule the plebeians, 
but indeed were compelled to follow all excefles of 
the multitude : " Tribuni ut fere femper reguntur a 
" multitudine magis quam r^unt." It is true, the 
beginning of a civil diflention is calmer and more inno- 
cent than its further progrefs, or than when it comes 
to its full height ; for then reafon fometimes is heard^ 
and thofe who are called the heads have what looks 
like authority and power ; but at laft they are hear- 
kened to no more ; and when faction grows ftrong 
they muft go with the tide, and be contented to be their 
Ilaves whom they hoped to govern, that in common 
eftimation they may be thought ftill to hold the 
reins, and to guide the unruly ^leed, which in truth 
runs away with them. 

It has happened rarely to be the cafe, that they 
ifhp have headed popular factions have had them 
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intirely under their obedience, fo as that they could 
lead them to good or bad, juft as they pleafed. 
Fortune has indeed placed fome men fo much above 
the reft of human kind -, early victories, the opinion 
conceived of their valour, or their wifdom, has 
given to fome perfons fuch authority, that with a 
nod they could have appeafed thofe feditions and 
tumults, which their ambition did at firft produce. 
As for example ; Csefar and Pompey had fuch an 
intereft with their followers, all their partakers 
yielded fo to their fuperior merit, that they had it 
m their power to have hindered the world from being 
flaves to the will of a fmgle perfon. They could 
have left mankind free, if they had taken half that 
pains to reftore the commonwealth, as they did to 
fobvert it : For though the people were grown fo 
corrupt as to be ripe for bondage, though their 
appetites were fo vitiated by long civil contefts that 
they did not relifh the fweets of liberty -, yet thefe 
two great men, if their inclinations had been intirely 
virtuous, could have faved their country. For 
though perhaps the minds of the people were then 
too much exafperated to be capable of perfwafion^ 
or to hearken to peace and concord, and fo depraved 
as to abhor found and wholefome government, yet 
force could have reduced them to terms of reafon ; 
that power which overthrew the ftate, might have 
been made ufe of in its refcuc. Nor let what is here 
advanced feem ftrange ; for the fword has modelled 
many admirable conftitutions, when it is happened 
to be in the hands of fome men of perfeft and con- 
fummajc virtue, fuch as was Lycurgus, who by 
force introduced the laws of Sparta. In the fame 
manner, Pompey and Csefar could have compelled 
their citizens to have caft off their hoftile fury ; the 
terror of their arms would have frightened the 
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difturbers of the (late ; their (harp fwords might 
have cut up fadion by the root, or they might have 
fallen to work with the hammer of war, and have 
forged a government intirely new, if they had thought 
the old one fo defaced, altered, and decayed, as 
never to be mended. It was in their power, either 
to have eftablifhed the commonwealth upon its an- 
cient foot, or to have formed another without thofe 
imperfections in it which helped to deftroy the 
former. 

But accidents feldom concur to give the heads of 
any faction fuch an intereft as Pompey and Caefar 
had with their dependents : The world indeed hardly 
ever produces perfons adorned with the qualities 
and perfeftions that ftiined in them, contrived as it 
were by nature to captivate the hearts of men. 
And though thefe might have perfwaded their fol- 
lowers to have embraced what was good, as well as 
they induced them to give into councils pernicious 
to the publick, it is not fo with others who pretend 
to be leaders of the people in a divided country. 

It is eafy to blow the coals of diftord ; it is not 
difficult to inflame a nation ; and we have frequent 
inftances in ftory of men who had nothing but the 
appearances of worth with falfe virtue, falfe parrs, 
and falfe eloquence, who yet became fo popular that 
they were able to difturb their country's peace •, but 
then they could not allay the ftorm which they 
themfelves had raifed: For they mufl be very 
powerful who can fay to their party, So far you (hall 
go, and no farther. And to appeafe troubles, to 
reconcile differences, to heal wounds that have been 
long rankled, to calm the people when their minds 
are under a violent agitation, and to work order out 
of confufion, requires a genius much above the 
common level. 

No 
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No man therefore Ihould keep up and foment 
divifions out of an opinion he can put an end 
to them when he pleafcs ; the bufmefs foon grows 
too big for him, and he will find he cannot quench 
the fire he himfelf kindled, when it has reached 
further matter : befides, difcord feldom ends in the 
point where it firft began •, frefh fubjeft of diffention 
ftill arifes among thofe who are already difpofed to 
hate or envy one another ; and at laft new perfons 
come to have the power, as being thought more 
willing or more able to carry on the work in hand % 
lb that inftead of continuing to command, they 
grow in length of time to be but negle6bed members 
in it, who were the authors and beginners of the 
faction. 
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SECT. HI. 

Of the flying Squadron. Whether an honejl 
Man may leave the Party be is engaged in ? 
And whether at any time whatfoever a wife 
Manfl:ould meddle in public k Bufnefs? 

IT happens fometimes to be the cafe that the 
leaders in both parties are unwilling or unable 
to heal the breach, and that the mutual animofities 
are too high to admit of an immediate accommoda- 
tion : What is a man to do who does not pretend 
to rule, and who has taken upon him no other part 
than to join with thofe who he believed had the 
better caufe ? There has been fomething offered to 
Ihow that it is not confident with the duty we owe 
our country to remain neuter, and idle lookers on, 
while (he labours under difficulties : but the queftion 
is. Whether it is honeft, and truly wife, to incline 
fometimes to one, and fometimes to the other fide, 
and to trim (as we now call it) between the parties ; 
to endeavour fo to ad as to ingratiate with both 
fides •, to bear one's felf evenly between both, to 
declare for neither; to judge fovereignly by one's 
own lights upon all occafions ; in all councils and 
debates to repair thither where we think at prefent 
there is the greateft fhow of reafon -, and to be num- 
bered with the flying fquadron, without which there 
hardly ever was a popular aflembly. 

May it not be beft to tread in the fteps of Servi- 
lius the conful, who in a hot contention that lafted 
a great while between the nobles and the commons, 
bent himfelf fometimes one, fometimes the other 
way, in hopes to win the favour of both -^ or at 
lead to difpleafe neither : but this his conduft and 
temporifing had an effcft quite different from what 

he 
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he aimed at, for he came at laft to be thought well 
of by neither party, an^ grew as hateful even to 
the people as his collegue Appius, who had always 
fiercely adhered to the Patricians, " Ita medium 
** fe gerendo nee plebis vitavit odium, nee apud 
*< patres gratiam iniit. Patres moUem tonfulem 
•« et ambitiofum ratij plebes fallacem, breviquc 
** apparuit equafle eum Appii odium.*' 

Without doubt he that has a very fuperiof jvkig- 
ment, he who is fo inquifitive as conftantly to know 
the true bottom of things, he whofe reputation isf 
firmly eftablifhed, he whofe virtue is arrived to fuch 
a pitch as to be above the reach of envy and de- 
traction, may now and then conftitute himfelf a 
moderator, and a judge how far one fide is m the 
right, and how much the other is in the wrong. 
He may abate from the pretenfions of them both, he 
may take the middle way, and give a fuffrage though 
juft and true yet grateful to neither fide. In im- 
portant points he may traverfe his ground, forfake 
thofe with whom he has always joined, and go over 
to their opinion with whom he is not ufed to mingle ; 
nay farther, where he has a full conviftion of being 
in the right, he ought fingly to (land in oppofition 
to all the reft : but he who pretends to do this upon 
all occafions, he who at every turn will think him- 
felf wifer than all the reft of his friends, who is fo 
wedded to his own opinion that he makes it the 
only ftandard by which he tries things, who is fo 
felf-fufficient as to think his own judgment incapable 
of error, and who, upon this prefumption, takes 
upon him to fee further than his companions, and 
to be at liberty to change fides as ofiien as he pleafes, 
does certainly iti a higher value upon the ftrength 
of his own underftanding than is to be allowed to 
one that is not very much above the vulgar make 
of men \ therefore in a country that unhappily is 
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divided into faftions, they who affeft this imparti- 
ality muft take care that it does not arife from being 
partial to themfelves ; and it is feldom feen that 
luch as would thus be thought difengaged and dif- 
interefted, and who aflume to be the flying fquadron, 
can efcape the imputation of levity or arrogance, 
if even their honefty isnotqueftioned, andfufpedked 
by both parties. 

By what is here laid down, we would not be under- 
wood to advance, that when a man has onceefpoufed 
^ fide he is not to forfake it on any account what- 
foever •, on the contrary, he who fees his party intire- 
ly in the wrong •, if he finds they carry things much 
higher than he intended, or than they themfelves at 
firft propofed \ if they are deaf to accommodation ; 
if they vifibly obftruct their country's peace ; if it 
is plain they cover ill defigns under pretences of the 
common good ; if their ambition is become mani- 
feft ; if felf-intereft appears in all their doings, and 
paflion in all their councils •, if their whole proceed- 
ings tend to fubvert the ftate, or to undermine its 
conftitution ; and if all this is apparent beyond 
contradiction -, it cannot be deemed inconftancy or 
defertion ii) him who abandons fuch a fide, and 
betakes himfelf to thofe whom he thinks more mo- 
derate, honefter, more difintercfted, and to have 
righter intentions towards the publick. 

And when a wife man docs this, it cannot be fo 
properly faid he changes his opinion, as that the 
parties themfelves are altered ; which often happens 
to be the cafe. For where faftions Iiave long reigned, 
nothing is more frequent than to fee thole who in 
the beginning had the jufter caufe, and were inno- 
cent, temperate, careful for the commonwealth, and 
ftudious of its good, quite corrupted by profperity 
and power ; and on the other hand to fee thofe who 
at firft were in the wrong, made wifer, more mode- 
rate, 
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rate, better, and honefter, for having been humbled 
by adverfitics j infomuch as to become the fide to 
which a good patriot may join himfelf with the bcft 
profpe6t of doing fervice to his country. 

But what is a private man to do when both fide^ 
are in the wrong, and when almoft the whole is 
corrupted ? which fometimes happens to be the cafe. 
Are the few who remain untainted to abfent, to quit 
the ftage of bufmefs, and to fly from what they 
cannot hinder? Are they to be filent, to aflent 
flightly, or to withdraw ? Thrafea Partus is blamed 
for having left the fenate at fuch a feafon, becaufe 
by provoking the prefent power he brought danger 
upon himfelf, without doing what effeftually pro- 
moted the caufe of liberty. ** Thrafea Pastus filentio 
*' vel brevi aflenfij priores adulationes tranfmittero 
*' folitus exiit tum Senatu, ac fibi caufam periculi 
*' fecit, ceteris libertatis initium non praebuit." In 
thefe occurrences good men are to take that courfe 
which they think will be of the beft example, an4 
make the ftrongeft impreflion, fmce they ought to 
be always ready to do or fuffer any thing, for that 
common-wealth of which they are members. But 
generally fpeaking it feems more noble, and more 
virtuous, not to quit the field, and to ftand embattled 
though with but thin fquadrons, boldly to combat 
thofe who would hurt or betray the publick. 
Bcfides, the people think the valiant both wife and 
honeft, and are hardly brought to believe they can 
be unfuccefsful ; and men muft be very much 
depraved indeed if they do not at laft range them- 
felves on the fide of the fmaller numbers, when they 
fee them ftrenuoufly contending for truth and 
liberty. 

The bad likewife begin to imagine they are in 
the right when they meet with no oppofition ; but 
their guilt makes them tremble, break their ranks, 

and 
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and fcatter, when they are perpetually charged with 
a fmall, but a fearlefs band : Nor is it eafy to 
inftance a great nation totally reduced to bondage 
by any domeftick power, where there has been a 
conftant fucceflion (though but of a ftw patriots) 
always appearing in defence of their freedoms, with 
undaunted courage. 

To defpair of the publick is the laft thing that 
fhould enter into the hearts of wife and honeft men : 
And though they fee their country miferably rent 
afunder by faftions, in appearance deaf to terms of 
reconcilement, and both fides warm, high, and un« 
reafonable, blafting one another's fame in whifpers, 
virulent libels, and angry fpeeches, and confequcntly 
fighting and wounding each the other with in- 
venomed darts, and poifoued weapons, which is 
or ought to be againft the law of arms -, yet good 
men ought not to be diftieartened at all this : It is 
then the proper feafon for them to exercife their 
induftry and courage-, it is the field in which 
they may beft fhow their wifdom and conduft ; it 
is then they (hould watch with eyes ever open, to 
find fome lucky moment (which time (eldom fails 
of producing) when both parties may be willing to 
hear reafon : It is then they fhould be awake to lay 
hold on all occafions of foftening things, of remov- 
ing the lets that hinder them from meeting, and of 
abating from the claims, terms, and pretenfions of 
both, rfiat they may be lefs diftant from each other ; 
which opportunities they can never meet with, who 
ih times of trouble retire from bufmefs, thinking they 
do their country fufBcient fervice if they join with 
neither of the parties, who are bringing on its ruin 
by their mutual heats, rancour and divifions; 
whereas in truth the adlors themfelves are not more 
jguilty than they who fit ftill, if they have it in their 
jpowcr to pre\^ent the raging mifchief. Inftead of 
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darting at, and flying from difaflers of this nature, 
perfons of worth ftiould at fuch times embrace the 
commonwealth more warmly, which then Hands 
molt in need of their help ; and perhaps fortune 
may have contrived thefe broils as matter of triumph 
for their virtues •, according to the notion of Ma- 
chiavel, v/ho lays down, that fometimes it is neceflTary 
a country fhould be without order, harrafled, 
fpoiled, overcome, over-run, and overflown with all 
kind of calamities -, that there may be room and 
opportunity for men of a great genius to exert 
thcmfelves in its redemption. 

But when afl^airs are in a diflurbed condition ibmc 
ar:: loath to meddle, being unwilling to involve 
themfelves in danger •, as if this caution would any 
thing avail, fince experience dayly fliows us, that 
they v/ho at firft refufed to fufFer for their country's 
fake, have of ncceflity been at laft brought in to 
perifh with it. " Sapiens nullum pro republica 
" periculum vitabit, ideo quod faspe fit, ut cum 
*' pro republica perire noluerit neceflario cum 
'* republica pereat." It is therefore more generous, 
in the beginning to face thofe perils, which in the 
end muft overtake us. 

Yet fome have been of opinion that a man truly 
wife fliould in no junflure whatfoever enter upon 
the ftage of bufmefs, and whether his country be 
embroiled, or at unity, that he Ihould fhun the 
corruptions of a court, the noife of the bar, and the 
intrigues of popular aflemblies, and remain coUefted 
within himfelf, obfcure, fafe, and out of the hurry 
of the world. Many are imbibed with thefe fenti- 
ments, flowing at firft from the fchool of Epicurus ; 
and they who take this courfe peradventurc confult 
beft for themfelves. But if they are in the right, 
it is what they ought not to propagate \ and though 
perhaps it be moft true that a wife man ihould not 
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engage in puWick affairs, yet it is a doftrine that 
Ihould be held fecret, and as a mvftery to be revealed 
but to very few ; for if they who make profeflion 
of it fhould fo prevail as to drive all the beft fort of 
men into their gardens and retirement, how madly 
would human kind be foon governed ? And how 
long could thefe advocates for pleafure enjoy even 
that leifurc^ quiet, and that peace of mincL in 
which they think the fupremeft felicity connfts? 
*' Ea philofophia quae fufcepit patrocinium volup- 
«« tatis, & fi cui vera videatur, procul abeft tamen 
** ab eo, quem quasrimus, & quern audorem 
** publici confilii & regendae civitatis ducem, & 
** lententiae atque eloquentias principem^ in fenatu; 
** in populo, in cauds publicis efle volumus. Nee 
*^ uUa tamen ei philofophias fiet injuria a nobis. 
•* Non enim repelletur inde, quo aggredi cupict, 
** fed in hortulis quiefcet fuisj ubi vultj ubi etiam 
** rccubans molliter & delicate, nos avocat a roftris, 
" a judiciis, a curia, fortaffe fapienter, hac prse- 
** fertim republican Quare iftos fine contumelia 
*• dimittamus. Sunt enim & boni viri : &, quoniam 
** fibi ita videntur, beati : tantumque eos ad- 
^* moneamus, ut iliud, etiamfi eft veriflimum, 
** taciturn tamen tanquam myfterium tencant, 
** quod negant verfari in republica efle fapientis. 
** Nam fi hoc nobis atque optimo cuique perfua- 
** ferint, non poterunt ipfi efle, id quod maxime 
*' cupiunt otiofi.'* The philolophy that brings 
men to dcfpife the world, and to withdraw from 
it is perhaps good, but that without doubt is 
much better, which teaches us to be ufeful to 
the commonwealth we were born under: Nor, 
while we are afting in the fcene, muft we have a 
ftoical contempt of things, we muft think it worth 
the while to labour in fearch of knowledge, or in 
the purfuit of moderate wealth, fame and power. 
Vol. IV; Y All 
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All which, if we fhould weigh in the true balance, 
and if we do not endeavour to deceive ourfelves as 
much as ever we can, we fhall not be enough in 
earnefl: to aA out our parts upon the ftage. 

As the good of human kind is peradventure the 
only j unification a wife man can have for concern- 
ing himlelf any way in the management of affairs, 
fo the good of human kind ought to be his princi- 
pal, if not only aim -, in purfuing which he muft 
iuffer much, and overlook many things ; he muft 
not be frighted at the vices of the age he lives in ; 
he muft bear with the corruption of manners, and 
the pravity of thofe he has to deal with ; he muft 
look to be accufed of fingularity, moroienefs, and 
afFcftation ; and if he happens to breathe the air of 
a divided country, (if he be con^icuous for any 
eminent worth) he muft expcdt to be the chief 
mark at which all the arrows of the adverfe fide ihall 
be levelled ; and at the fame time he muft prepare 
to fee himfelf frequently betrayed, given up, or at 
beft to be but coldly fupported, by the fnends in 
whom he trufted. 

He muft expeft detraftion from fuch as he op- 
pofes, and to be envyed by thofe he joins with; 
to have his own party take advantage of his leaft 
failings, and foon forget his greateft merits; and 
by his endeavours for the publick fervice to create 
ftrong enmities, and but faint friendftiips. 

He muft not be alarmed to find fubdivifions 
among his own fide, nor to fee his acquaintance 
running precipitately to make their own terms : He 
muft wink at the feparate treaties he fliall fee con- 
ftantly carryed on : He muft rather pity than be 
angry with thofe whom he obferves to defert upon 
the leaft fright, and to be feduced by the fmallcft 
hope : Widiout being able to help it, he muft often 
go along with many whom he knows to mean 

nothing 
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nothing but driving on their own defigns, while he 
has no other aim but to promote the common 
welfare. This and much more a wife and honef): 
man mufl: bear, and be contented to tafte all thefe 
the bitter fruits of civil difcord, and not refuie to 
mingle with the infedted crew, if he has any hopes 
to reclaim and cure them ; and if there is a prolj^ft 
that his difinterefted conduct, his calm temper, and 
his good example, may work upon others, and 
contribute to reftore peace to his native country. 

Whoever has this end, and this defign fincerely, 
unmixed with ambition, and without intending 
other honours and advancement to himfelf than as 
his virtues lift liim up, may declare for this or that 
party as he believes it to have the jufter caufe ; but 
he cannot ftand juftifyed, unlefs he gives continual 
proofs, vilible to the whole world, that all his 
councils, endeavours, and labours, tend to pacify 
things, to heal divifions, and at lad quite to root 
out the very found and name of faction. 



Y 2 SECT. 
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SECT. IV. 

TChat in a Kingdom divided within itfdf^ there 
can neither be Secrecy nor Dijj^atcb in Bu^ 
Jinefs. 

WHERE enterprrfes of moment are to be 
taken in hand, where you are to enter into 
new alliances or have old ones to maintain, where 
you have a great war to fopport, where you have 
frequent and fudden expeditions to make, or where 
invafions are threatened and muft be oppofed, two 
things are abfolucely requifite, fecrecy and difpatch, 
neither of which are to be expedtcd in a country 
divided within itfelf. 

Secrecy is the very life and Ipirit of aftion ; where 
government is fo negligent and loofe that it cannot 
be preferved, great defigns never take effeft, and 
are like a mine full of holes and vents, which you 
can never Ipring fo as to annoy your enemies. It 
has been ever obferved of great Princes and captains 
that they have been impenetrable that way ; their 
aftions are like the effefts of thunder, the blow 
comes before you hear the noife. Nch* can there 
be a perfeft ftatefman that does not fo contrive 
matters as to keep private the affairs of his own 
mafter, and to dive into the fccrcts of other nations 
he has to deal with. The Romans had this (kill, 
or virtue, call it which you pleafe, to fuch perfec- 
tion, that wh^n King Eumenes in a folemn manner 
came to complain before the Senate of the proceed- 
ings of King Perfeus, and to fhow the preparations 
that Prince was then making againft the common- 
wealth, as well what he had opened as the anfwers 
made to him from the fcnate, were all kept private 
till the conclufion of that war. *•- Ca^tcrum in pr«- 

** fentia 
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^^ iencia nihil, praeterquacn fuifle in curia Regem, 
** fcirc quiiquam potuit: €0 filcntio clavifa curia 
^^ erat. Bello denique perfedo, qua^ue di£ta ab 
*^ Rege, quseque refponfa eflent emanaverc." And 
yet about that tinie, as appears from Livy, there 
were not ftwer in the aflembly than 150 perions. 
But where fadkions reign, fecrets of ftate are feldom 
prefcrved. It is a very antient obfervation, " Nihil 
*< occuki efle in inteftina difcordia poteft." For 
where there arc two parties formed in a country, 
they mutually ftriveeach to defeat the other's coun- 
cils, and to bring what mifchiefs, difgraces and dif* 
appointments they can one upon another. 

ift. In fuch jundures the adminiftration itfelf is 
neither careful nor fteddy, and if they who are at 
helm are backed and fupported by faftions, they 
rather ftudy how to humour them than how to do 
their Prince's bufmefs, and to keep his dcfigns and 
intentions private; or they have correfpondencics 
with the other fide, keeping well with them for fear 
of a change; and to create confidence and give 
marks of friendfhip, communicate with them, and 
fo the fecrets of the ftate come to be laid open, 

2dly, Where there are divifions the weaker fide 
are reftlefs, prying, and inquifitive, nothing efcapes 
them ; and where many are upon the hunt it is 
odds but fome one ftarts the true game, and by 
mere guefs finds out what indeed was never revealed 
to him ; and fo as it were by accident the fecrets of 
the ftate arc difcovered. 

But one way or other, there is hardly any inftance 
of a country divided at home, whofe moft important 
and moft private affairs have not been immediately 
made known abroad ; and the weaV.er fide commonly 
believing it, imporzs them that nothing fhould pro- 
sper which the ftate takes in hand, and that not any 
adion or coqnfcl (hould fucceed of which they have 
Y 3 no 
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no participation, and indeed that the government 
itfelf Ihould be weak and ill adminiftred in which 
they are not fuffered to make a figure 5 and hoping 
the bad fortune or bad conduft of others may bring 
them into play, they do what lies in their power to 
diftrefs thepublick, by making thofe abroad mailers 
of your weak parts, and by letting them know your 
preparations, defigns, and expeditions ; and belides 
their being the leaft fufpefted, they are the beft and 
moft aftive fpies and intelligencers your enemies can 
have, becaufe engagements with a party, revenge, 
and ambition, are ftronger incitements to bring mei) 
to betray their country, than rewards or penfions. 
And fo far as to the ill efFefts faftions have upon 
that fecrecy in councils, which is fo neceflary for 
the carrying on of great affairs. 

As to difpatch in every important bufinefs of a 
ftate, without it a large empire is like an unwieldy 
and gigantick body, which having to do with an 
aftive combatant, though of lefs force, receives 20 
wounds before he can return one, and fo waftes his 
own ftrength, and bleeds on, while his enemy re- 
mains frelh and without a hurt. To enter delibe- 
rately upon any counfel, maturely to weigh all the 
objeftions to it, and not ralhly to engage in enter- 
prizes of the higheft nature, and of which but few 
of the confequenccs can be prefently forcfeen, is 
without doubt wife and fafe : But at die fame time, 
it is certainly full as prndent and advifeable, to be 
vigorous and quick, in the execution of what, upon 
good grounds, and folid reafon, you have once re- 
folved. We may advance yet farther, and lay 
down, that it is lefs dangerous to a government, 
now and then to go upon undertakings fuddenly, 
and not with all the caution that perhaps were re- 
quifite, than to be perpetually flow, both in deli- 
berating, and in the execution of great defigns. 

And 
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And whoever confiders the conduffc of the Spanifli 
monarchy for thele laft 100 years, and the fuccefs 
with which their condud has been attended, will 
peradventure be of thb opinion. 

The accidents that befal a ftate which is now and 
then too rafh in enterprifing, are like fevers or fbme 
acute diftemper in the natural body, from which 
the patient may very well recover, and be reilored 
to all his former health. But irrefolution, continual 
delays, and flow councils, followed with long pro- 
traded aAion, produce a far more defperate difeafe; 
and are a lin«ring confumption, which in time 
exhaufts the body politick of all its blood and 
ftrength. 

The attempts that have moft fucceeded in the 
world, are fuch as have been firfl maturely confi- 
dered, and then Iwiftly executed. You take your 
enemies unprepared, you deprive them of the be- 
nefits of time which you yourfelf have had ; and 
with council and order you come to encounter them 
(urpriied and in confufion, than which nothing can 
place you in a better, and them in a worie condition. 

But this difpatch, this celerity, and vigour in 
action, which fortune feldom fails of crowning with 
fuccefs, is rarely the Vefult of a divided council. 
Never any war had a more profperous beginning 
than that which Hannibal maintained againil the 
Romans : He gave them three fuch ovenhrows, at 
Trebia, the lake of Thrafymene, and at Cannas, 
as mull have funk any other commonwealth : But 
while he was fo vidorious abroad, civil difcord pre- 
vailed in Carthage, fo as to defeat all that he could 
do, either by his courage, or his condud:. Had his 
citizens been unanimous in carrying on the war, in 
all probability he might have reduced the power of 
Rome, and had gained that fovereign empire for 
firhich theie great oppofites contended. Or had they 

Y 4 been 
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been unanfimous to promote peace, at leaft he had 
faved his own country from dcftruftion. But the 
fcnate was then divided into two powerful fa^ons ; 
the Barcine family, and Hgnnibal's adherents, were 
for pufhing on the war ; Hanno headed thofe who 
inclined to peace ; but thefe parties could not agree 
among one another, to promote what was truly for 
the puHick good. There were two councils, either 
of which, if they could have agreed in, might have 
faved die ftate of Carthage. The war was to have 
been carried on with vigour, and the neceffary 
fuppUes of men, piovifions, money, and fhips, 
were to be fcnt to Hannibal. Or a peace was to 
have been concluded after the notable advantage 
they gained at Cannae, which was the advice of 
Hanno. But the fadtions obftrufted both thefe 
mcafures \ for where they reign, right reafon is 
never heard. What Hanno faid was oppofed, and 
had no weight, becaufe it was thought to proceed 
from his hatred to thofe of HannibaFs party : " Haud 
*' multos movit Hannonis oratio, nam et fimul- 
<* tas cum familia Barcina leviorem audorem facie- 
" bat." And when the other fide called out to have 
the war fupplied, it met with the like oppofition ; 
as being thought to arife from their afieftion and 
partiality to Hannibal. The Barcine faftion was 
ftrong enough to hinder peace, and they of Hanno's 
inclining, could interpofe fuch delays in the fenate, 
and raife {o many difficulties in the fupplies which 
an invading army wanted ; they could fo with-hold 
men and money, as might flacken the nerve of war, 
and make it ineffeftual. Thus each fide was ftrong 
enough to contradict the other, and to hinder the 
meafures that were good for both ; but neither fide 
had authority fufficicnt to prevail, in what was cer- 
tain to prevent the ruin of their couniry. And thus 
this flourifhing commonwealth, headed by fo great a 

man, 
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pian, was forced at loft to undergo the yoke of a 
people whom they had fo often fubdued in fight, but 
who governed themfelves by better united councils. 
And this generally is the condition of divided 
countries. Your Hannos and your Hannibals had 
rather the publick ftiould fufFer than lofe ground 
themfelves Nor does it avail to have the fuperior 
number, for they who are not ftrong enough to carry 
things their own way, are yet able to do mifchief : 
the weaker fide can perplex, where they cannot 
govern; though they have not ftrength quite to 
ward the blow, they can break all its force ; and 
they can lay a heavy weight upon the wheels of that 
chariot, which they are not allowed to drive. Thus 
where faftion reigns, that time is fpent in vain and 
endlefs debates which Ihould be employed in aftion. 
They are more folicitous to get a domeftick advan- 
tage, than to reduce a foreign enemy; what one 
fide has well laid, the other is glad to difappoint, 
though at the expence of both ; until at laft, for 
want of difpatch at home, nothing fucceeds well 
abroad ; for where councils languifh, aftion of ne- 
ceffity will become faint and impotent ; and your 
ardour cools while that of the foe increafes. He 
profpers, and you decline, becaufe he is doing, 
while you are in dilputes what to do, and lofe time 
and opportunity ; which in war, and in all other 
great affairs, is of the moft importance. 
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SECT, V. 

^bat Minijlers of State^ but more ejpecially 
Princes^ Jhould ufe their uttnojl care to binder 
the growth ofFa^ion and to heal Divifions. 

TT THEN M.^milius Lepidus and M. Ful- 
Y Y vius Nobilior were made cenfors, whofe 
hatred to each other had heretofore broke out into 
fuch violences as to difturb Rome, the lenate thought 
this a matter of that importance as to interpofe in 
their mutual reconciliation ; and Caecilius Metellus, 
who was to take the work upon him, clofed his 
ipeech to them both with this memorable faying ; 
That our enmities ought to be fhort-lived, and our 
friendihips immortal. " Amicitias immortales, 
*« inimicitias mortales efle deberc.** If it was 
judged of dangerous confequence in a city not yet 
polluted with inteftine war, that two of their great 
ones fhould remain enemies ; how much more per- 
nicious muft it be for a whole people to continue 
divided, and inflamed with animofities, whofe 
anceflors have fo often met, and charged one an- 
other in the field of battle ? 

And every private man in his ilatioji fhould 
follow the example of Metellus, but efpecially they 
who are in pofls of trufl, and to whofe hands the 
management of affairs is committed ; but minifters 
of flate ^nerally take a courfe quite different ; and 
becaufe it fometimes happens to be their cafe to have 
been firfl introduced by the interefl of a party, they 
think they cannot preferve themfelves but by keeping 
parties ftill afoot. Perhaps, according to the 
wicked rules of human policy, they may be in the 
right to foment divifion who are fallen from great- 
nefs they once enjoyed, to which they may have a 

profpeft 
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profpeft tx> be reftored by the aids and voices of 
their faction ; but this cannot be the true path for 
thoie to tread in who are in adual pofleflion^ who 
hold the reins, and to whom power is already 
acquired; for though faAions may give a falfe 
appearance of ftrength, they are but a rotten and 
deceitful foundation to reft upon ; it being obvious 
to every man's experience, that if fuch as are called 
their beads do not follow them in all their extrava- 
gant humors, and gratify all their irregular appe- 
tites, demands, and pretentions, their kindnefs and 
good will is loft immediately. 

There is nothing they exped not from thofe they 
believe the creatures of their favour ; and each 
particular member of the party fo much overrating 
his own merits, there is not wherewithal to pleafe 
the whole ; the majority rather after a little time 
find themfelves difappointed, and they who are thus 
fallen from their hopes become indifferent, if they 
do not grow to be quite alienated : So that mmiftcrs 
of ftate (if they confider nicely) are fo far from 
receiving advantage or fccurity from divifions, that 
it is for them the moft dangerous condition of a 
country : For at fuch feafons they are certain to be 
hourly attacked by their enemies; and let their 
ftation be never fo high, it is impoflible they ftiould 
have fufficient means of fecuring all thofe of whofe 
intereft and friendfliip they ftand in need, who 
meddle with the bufinefs of a nation, in governing 
of whicb^tHe^eople by their reprcfcntatives have 
any fhare. 

They who covet power fhould endeavour to 
obtain it by honeft and noble arts, or they will find 
it but of Ihort continuance : They ftiould defire 
rather to diredt a people well united and obedient to 
the laws, than to be the leaders of an incenfed and 
giddy multitude: It is men x)nly of an inferior 

genius 
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genius that think to be confiderabk by ftirring 
lip domcftick wrangles. But the people fhould 
be wifer than to liften to fuch a fort of men, 
or than to think that thcfe flatterers and courters 
of the rabble, who are always adding fewcl to 
the fire of difcord, intend them any good, or 
that they have any other end than to carry on 
their own defigns. Thefe intriguing medlers and 
difturbers of the publick, are finely defcribcd 
by the conful Cincinnatus, in an oration where 
he perfuades the Romans to lay afide their 
diflentions at home, and to prepare to arm them- 
felves againft the dangers that were threatened 
from abroad. " Nifi forte aflTentatores publicos, 
*' plebicolas iftos, qui vos nee in armis, nee in 
*' otio efle finunt, veflra vos caufa incitare & 
*' flimulare putatis. Concitati, aut honori aut 
•' quaeftui illis eftis : & quia in concordia ordinum 
•* nuUos fe ufquam efle vident, malae rei fe quam 
•' nullius, turbarum ac feditionum, duces efle 
*' volunt." There is no country without fuch a 
race of men, very dextrous to miflead the people, 
but unflcilful how to rule them \ grafping at power 
which they know not how to keep ; with refl:lcfs 
ambitious fpirits, at any time ready to fubvert that 
ftate which they are not allowed to govern. 

Minifters are apt to think themfelves pilots good 
enough to fail in any weather, and perhaps their 
flcill is very great \ but when popular fliorms rage 
high, we fee them frequently thrown upon rocks, 
or foundered by the violence of the tempeft ; but 
mofl: often the partiality of human nature hinders 
them from weighing the rancour of their enemies, 
and the affeftion of their friends, in a right ba- 
lance ; they think the one lefs, and the other more, 
than upon tryal it proves to be ; and thus deceived 
tliey take not due care to put an end to faftions, 

as 
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as prefuming they can by their authority make them 
determine when they pleafe, and that fuch breaches 
in the publick, are rather matter for their abilities 
to work upon, than real objefts oS their fear; 
whereas in truth the moft difcerning, and moft 
innocent man, that ever took upon him to meddle 
with the bufinefs of a ftate, cannot be fafe till 
wounds of the like nature are in a way of being 
faealed; which ought to be the firft point good 
ftatefmen fhould take in hand; and if they do not* 
make this the groundwork of their miniftry, and 
if they cannot bring it about, they will find they 
enjoy but a brief and precarious greatnefs. 

But above all others it moft imports princes to 
fubdue this many-headed monfter. Is not all duty, 
Tcfpedt, and allegiance to them, in a manner fuf- 
pended while fadions reign ? Do not they (hare that 
power between them of which princes have fuch 
reafon to be jealous ? While a river is fufFered to 
divide itfelf into different ftreams, is not the main 
channel left dry and eafy to be forded ? So long 
as the league fubfifted, who could be faid to rule in 
Prance, Henry III, or the Princes of Bourbon and 
the Duke of Guife ? Did not all the effential ftrength 
center in them, while he only bore the empty name 
of King? Do not both parties quickly grow to 
incline more to their own leaders than to their 
Sovereign, who is the true head of the common- 
wealth ? And what is it they generally contend for ? 
It is not who fhall beft ferve him, but whofe fervice 
he (hall be compelled to make yfe of. If he thinks 
by dark arts and policy to make both fides fub- 
fcrvient to his ends, and to remain a fafe umpire 
between them, he may do it for a while; but 
befides the injfinire difficulties that ariie in this 
conduct, it is a game that cannot long be played, 
and they who have tryed fo to govern, and v/ho 

by 
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by leaning fometimes to one, and fometimes to the 
other, have thought to command the whole, have 
been found out to that degree at laft, as to become 
contemptible or odious to both, and brought in the 
conclufion to declare agamft their will for one or 
the other fide ; which in effeft is reducing a Prince 
to the condition of a private perfon, or at beft but 
making him a ruler of half his people. 

But in a divided country, which way can a Prince 
incline with fafety, fuppofing his wiftiom and in-* 
tereft to be fuch as compel either fide to feek his 
countenance and favour ? Is he to join with thofe 
who have the appearance of being ftrongeft? 
But will not they endeavour to awe him with 
that ftrength? Will they not be infolent, and 
impofing ? And is he not in a manner the flave 
of their irregular ambition? Or if by putting 
himfelf into the fcale with the weaker fide, he 
thinks to make the balance even, does he not 
as it were fubmit to fortune the whole decifion 
of his affairs? For by fo doing he makes but 
an equality of force, which at laft is to deter* 
mine of his condition. Is he to let the clafhing 
parties break and deftroy one another ? But in the 
interim, do not thefe drivings hurt that common- 
wealth which is under his care ? And will not he be 
the firfl that comes to want the ftrength that is thus 
confumed ? Or is he to continue neuter, and, as 
Henry the Illd faid of himfelf, " dry between two 
*' Rivers," without power, refpeft, or dependencies, 
while the leaders of fedition fway the whole, are 
the only perfons thought on and regarded, and 
difpofe of all things at their difcretion ? 

Each of thefe courfes is attended with its par- 
ticular danger. The method generally followed by 
Princes in cafes of this nature, when they cannot 
bring both to terms of accommodation, is to head 

that 
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that party which is ftrongeft in intereft and 
numbers ; but this almoft inevitably leads to civil 
war : For they who arc thus ftrengthened with the 
royal name, think themfelves fuch an over-balance 
for the reft, and become fo proudly confident of 
fuccefs, that they will liften to no equal propofitions, 
nor be brought to hear of thofe conceffions which 
of neceflity muft be made on both fides, when dif- 
ferences are to be fully reconciled. They are for 
a compleat victory, for trampling down their 
enemies, or for making them pafs ignominioufly 
under the yoke ; as the Sabins ferved the Romans, 
contrary to the advice of old Herennius, the moft 
moderate, and confequently the wifeft man among 
them. Such as imagine they have the upper hand, 
flight the advice of difmifling the vanquifhed fafe 
and untouched : *' Omnes inde quam primum 
** inviolatos dimittendos." They think they have 
not conquered unlefs they triumph. Thus the 
fide that has their Prince, the laws, and the govern- 
ing part with them, believe the game fure, are deaf 
to temperate councils, and often drive things to 
that extremity that at laft arms muft decide the 
quarrel. And thus it fared with us in the reign 
of King Charles the Ift. The nobility, moft of the 
gentry, and the high churchmen of one fide, and 
the main body of the commons on the other, 
produced two powerful factions. The King was 
perfuaded to declare for the firft, who by their 
quality, wealth, and intereft even with the com- 
monalty, and in many other circumftances, appeared 
to be much fuperior both in real ftrength and 
numbers. When they had him with them they 
thought themfelves above treating, and that it was 
needlefs to make any advances towards the people, 
whom fmall matters would have at firft contented ; 
inftcad of lenitives they applied corroding medicines. 

Had 
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Had half the pains been employed in quieting thing?, 
as was made ufe of to inflame the parties \ had both 
fides receded as far as juftice and the publick good 
required, all had been foon at peace : But thefe two 
hard bodies were fo often ftruck one againft the 
other that fire came out at laft ; and the angry men 
in parliament of both fadtions, promoted thoie warm 
debates, difputes and altercations, which not long 
after were determined in the field. 

Moreover it often happens to be the cafe that the 
lide difcountenanced by their fovereign, infulted by 
their oppofites, diftrefs'd, puflied at with violence, 
and driven to defpair, are at length compelled to 
have recourfe to foreign aids for proteftion and 
fupport. Thus when King John headed the 
Commons againft his Nobles, the Barons, unable 
to refift him with their proper forces, called over 
the French ; and the Duke of Guife, when he faw 
the King refolved to ruin him, his houfe, with thofe 
of his dependence, and by his authority quite to 
fupprefs the league, he and they threw themfdves 
under the King of Spain's proteftion. Of this many 
more examples might be given, and fome nation 
or other v/ill be always iure to countenance fuch a 
defperate and difcontented band : Nor indeed does 
this hardly ever fail happening to a country that has 
neighbours jealous of its power and greatnefs ; for 
it cofts your enemies much lefs to keep you 
embroiled at home, and to feed a civil war, than 
it does to be principals, and to fight viJiolly at the 
expence of their own men and treafure : It is in 
profpeifl therefore of thefe dangerous defeftions that 
Machiavel exhorts Princes not to fuffer faftions in 
the ftate. He fays they never do good : That when 
the enemy approaches and the country is divided, 
it muft of neceflity, and that fuddenly, be loft, 
bccaufe the weaker party will always fall off to the 

enemy. 
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enemy, and the other fingly is not ftrong enough 
to defend it. That the Venetians were at the brink 
of ruin for having encouraged the Guelphs and 
Gibbelins to form their parties. That fuch methods 
of ruling argue weaknefs in the Prince; for no 
government of any ftrength, or confiftence, will 
endure fuch divifions, becaufe they can be ufeful 
only in times of peace, when perhaps they may 
contribute to the more eafy management of his 
fubjedls ; but when war comes, the follacy of thofe 
councils is quickly difcovered. This was the 
opinion of our wife Florentine, who was no incom- 
petent judge of thefe matters ; Italy having been 
for the age before, and the times he lived in, the 
true theatre of date intrigues, and the fchool in 
which thefe dark and fubtle leflbns were taught and 
put in praftice. 

Great Princes give the trueft proof of their 
wifdom and conduct, when they govern fteddi!y> 
without thefe finifter arts, which are commonly 
fuggefted to them by weak minifiers, the meer 
creatures of popular favour, who have no intrinfick 
worth in themfelves, who could never be taken 
notice of, nor come at power, but as they are cryed 
up by the voices, and ufliered in by the ftrength of 
their followers of one or of the other party. But 
though ftatefiren may fometimes find their accompt 
in divifions of the people, it is otherwife with 
Sovereigns, whofe authority is always thereby im- 
paired and leflened ; however the pofture of aftairs 
is often fuch that they cannot be fubdued nor re- 
conciled. In fuch cafes without doubt a great and 
wife prince (if the circumftancc of things will 
poffibly admit of a perfect neutrality in him) is 
to incline nor to one nor to the other; for v/hich 
reafon Homer, who is the fountain of policy as well 
as of all other knowledge, Ihews Jupiter the fupream 
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ruler, reproving the Gods and Goddefies for fidir^ 
fomc with the Greeks, and fome with the Trojans : 
And when he vouchsafes to defcend upon mount 
Ida, he takes part with neither, and is defcribed 
holding the golden balance in which the deftinies 
of both are weighed. But when neceffity compels 
the Sovereign to declare himfclf, which now and 
then becomes unavoidable where faAions have been 
of long continuance, and are grown {o powerful as 
to fhake the throne by their mutual fury \ in fuch a 
junfture a Prince leaning that way where he thinks 
his own dignity fafeft, and the publick welfare moft 
confulted, is to do it with that moderation, mercy, 
and companion, that there may be room left for 
repentance, that the arms of the commonwealth may 
remain ftill open for thofe who defire to return with 
righter inclinations to her fervice. Nor is he to 
fuffer thofe who are either ftrong in themfelves, of 
fo made by his declaration in their favour, to be 
implacable to the fide that is brought under, fo that 
the paft errors of their management are to be 
eternally remembered, never forgiven, and always 
upbraided to them. On the contrary, it is agreeable 
to his goodnefs, and fuiting with his charafter of 
common father, to interpofe for fuch, efpecially of 
the unfortunate, as fhow minds difpofed to embrace 
peaceful councils, who defire to be quiet and to quit 
all thoughts of returning to that adminiftration 
where they have not been fuccefsful ; who pretend 
not fo to infiil upon their own innocence as to infult 
the publick, and who think they cannot be abib- 
lutely free from blame in that they fo behaved 
themfelves as to incur the difpledure of their 
country. Where men are of this temper, the Prince, 
beyond all difpute, does nobly in endeavouring to 
abate the edge of any anger that may be againft 
them ; But it becomes an aft of neceffary prudence 

rather 
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rather fairly to invite them to conlent with others 
in meafures for the common fafety, than to leave 
them to the refentment of thofe whom perhaps they 
havejuftly provoked: If the pofts thcfe men have 
been, in, if the power they have formerly had of 
obliging divers perlbns have procured them many 
followers tod adherents, if cither by good or bad 
arts, by (kill or fome real worth, they have fo 
wrought as generally to be efleemed heads and 
leaders, though but of much the weaker party, with 
whole help they will be always able to difturb his 
affairs, for they who think thenifelves or their friends 
in danger will never join heartily in aflifting the 
commonwealth ; they will apprehend they cannot 
be fafe but by conRifion, and confequently muft 
endeavour to promote it : They will clog the wheels 
of government, perplex matters, and delay publick 
bufmefs; nothing in great aflemblies being more 
eafy than for the joint councils of a few, to obftruft 
or fruftrate the wifdom and good intentions of all 
the reft. 

In countries therefore that are engaged in a 
foreign war, or threatened with invafions of other 
perils of the like nature, it is an evidence of the 
higheft fagacity for a Prince fb to bear himfelf that 
the wifhes, hearts, hands, and affeftions of his 
whole people may center in one point, which can 
never be where any confiderable number of men 
are rendered uneafy, at beft doubtful of their own 
condition, if not quite defperate : For fuch muft be 
looked upon as members lopt off from the main 
trunk, they will have different hopes, fears, incli* 
nations, and a different intercft from the reft of their 
fellow-ilibjedb ; they will be afHifted with the 
profperities, and rgoice at any difafters that befal 
the ftate, whofe fecret enemies they are furc to 
continue \ fear always b^etting hatred \ and it is 
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well if at laft they do not enter into all the other 
bad meafiires which defpair produces. 

And upon this fcore, the lenity of that Prince is 
to be applauded, who defires pail faults may be as 
far overlooked, and forgotten, as is poflibly con- 
fiftent with the being of the coiiftitution (for total 
impunity brings contempt upon the laws, and 
begets a lafting fucceffion of ill government) and 
who thinks it punifhment enough to remove thofe 
from power, who were thought to abufe it, inter- 
pofing fo, as that when fallen from their former 
greatnefe, they may be obfcurely fafe, and not 
totally abandoned to that mdignation of their 
country, which at leaft their accufers may think 
they have deferved. 

And though to aft thus is not without its dangers^ 
fince to fee others fall fo gently may encourage 
fucceeding minifters to tread in the fame fteps, and 
to fear making no attempts upon the publick, which 
are firft attended with profit, and then with fafety -, 
yet perhaps this conduft is cxcufable in a nation 
long rent afunder by divifions, wiiere men, not 
content to think their friends always in the right, 
grow at laft to that warmth, or rather madnefs, 
openly to defend and efpoufe the very crimes of 
their own party. 

But faction itfelf is more pernicious and worfe 
thaji any other difeafe good patriots and ftate- 
phyficians can propofc to heal in the body politick ; 
all methods therefore leading to its cure are in 
reafon to be tryed, but it feems not fo well to be 
dealt v/ith by rough as by gentle remedies. 

Infolence, treachery, mifgovernment, rapacity, 
profufion, negligence, braving of publick juttice, 
and whatever elfe minifters are commonly charged 
with whofc adminiftration is fo unfortunate as not 
to plcafe, are without doubt all hurtful to a country, 

and 
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and of a bad example to be forgiven ; but the age 
may be fo corrupt as not to bear the correction of 
fuch abufes, and fo depraved that guilt may be upon 
better terms than innocence itfelf. And it was a 
faying of Fortius Cato before the fenate, it was 
fafer that an ill man fhould not be accufed, than 
that he Ihould be acquitted. " Hominem impro- 
" bum non accufari tutius eft quam abfolvi." 
The queftion therefore will be. Whether it is not of 
more dangerous confequence to make a fruitlefs 
attempt to conquer vice, than to let a bad man go 
unpunilhed for a while ? And if the laws and 
government are at any time truly impotent, and 
unable to cope with powerful iniquities, it is when 
faftion reigns : from whence may be argued, that 
it more imports the commonwealth to root it out, 
than to animadvert upon any crimes whatfoever 
that may have been committed in the ftate. 

Male-adminiftration does, it is true, deform a 
government, but not fo deface it as that its former 
beauty can never be reftored •, fucceeding care may 
mend all that was amifs ; errors may be redreflcd, 
fiiture wiftiom and good management may fet that 
right which was wron^ before, and the laws will 
recover their antient; force : But it is difficult to 
give a (ingle initance of any country that has not 
come at laft to lofe its very conftitution where faftions 
have been long kept up, and eagerly fomented. 

For contending parties either fo Ihake the bul- 
warks and fences or liberty, that* a breach is made 
wide enough for arbitrary power to enter in at, and 
take pofleflion -, or they vye who fliall flatter moft 
to that degree, each going farther lengths than the 
other, in order to get the upperhand, and to gratify 
their paflions of revenge and ambition, that from 
one ftep to another, they come in time to give up 
the whole, and are both brought under the yoke 
of bondage, 
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Nor indeed is there any thing that more dilpoles 
the minds of men to flavery or to whatever elfe is 
bad, than the game faftions play for power ; in 
which, as in common gaming, all falie arts are made 
ofe of: It teaches them circumventions, fly tricks, 
ijX to cheat openly, and to think nothing foul that 
may turn to their advantage ; while the few that 
would be honeft and play upon the fquare, are fure to 
come off lofcrs, and to be but the dupes and a prey 
to all the reft. 

Seeing then what a variety of ill con(equences are 
thereby produced, all men ought to concur in their 
endeavours with the Prince, when by a mild and 
benign courfe of ruling, he labours to reconcile the 
animofities that divide his people. 

But if the Sovereign and the minifters obferve that 
lenity is flighted, that impunity for paft crimes does 
not beget repentance, and has no other efieft but to 
make offenders bolder, and more enterprizing ; if 
they fee ambitious men forming among themfelves a 
ftrength wherewith they may be upon terms to oppofe 
the government and outbrave the laws \ if nothing 
but power will content them ; if they feem deter- 
mined to force the adminiftration into their own 
hands, and to do it even at the hazard of their 
countries peace ; if in order to this they cabal at 
home, and mifreprefent the management of affairs 
to the Princes confederates abroad ; if they receive 
with a kind of fuUen pleafure any misfortune that 
befals the publick ; if they give an ill turn to all the 
beft aftions, and appear to be forry when thiiigs 
profper ; if they hinder all bufinefs which they are 
not allowed to manage ; if they foment divifions in 
a fulfe hope to be fafer by confufion than in quiet 
times-; if they are traced contriving dark mifchiefs ; 
if they tread in the known fteps that lead towards 
fedition ; if they give vifiblc proofs that they defign 
to difturb the ftate 5 if private perfons, or any of the 

parties 
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parties are doing all this, at iuch a ieaibn, and in 
fuch a cafe, gentle courfes are to be laid afide \ they 
who govern are to rouze up and exert themfelves \ 
they are to apply ftrong remedies, and to take all the 
legal methods that may conduce to their own 
prdervation. 

Nor can men of turbulent Ipiiits cafily gather to 
fuch a head but that a ftand may be made at all 
times in refcue of the laws, if they who have the 
power, and hold the reins, have courage to face the 
danger ; but where this is wanting, and where the 
minifters are fo difarmed by their own fears, that they 
are neither in a pofture to oppofe their enemies, nor 
to protedt their friends, there fadion may range freely, 
and bear down all before it. But if they who fit at 
helm have that bold virtue which truth ^d juftice 
ihould infpire, the government has always io many 
whom intereil, inclination, or their duty, link toge- 
ther in its defence, that it is not difficult to defeat their 
defigns who may perhaps defire to diflurb its peace. 

But where there are thefe jealoufies, and where 
they feem not to be ill grounded, yet even in this cafe 
a great deal is to be overlooked, and we are not pre- 
fently to be fo alarmed as to let difcord be revived 
upon every flight occafion. We are not always to 
take for defigns to embroil the ftate, a few angry 
refentments which men may fliow that are fallen from 
an eminence, and who have been harrafied and at- 
tacked. When they cabal and endeavour to ftir 
people up in their favour, they intend perhaps no 
more than to carry on a defenfive war, and will be 
glad to found a retreat when they think diemfelves 
quite out of danger ; and the buflle they feem to 
make at fuch a time, is peradventure nothing but 
the ftruggles and convulfions of departing ambition, 
then in the very agonies of death. 
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SECT. VL 

What fort of Meafures are befl for great Men to 
take when they lie under publick Accufations. 

IT is a foolifh and defperate thing for fingle 
perfons, let their intereft be never fo great, to 
think of contending with the reprefencatives of a 
people. For there is hardly any government, that 
in the revolution of a little time, does not come to 
ftand in need eitlier of the hands or purfes of the 
commons, and when this happens, thofe bold men 
are fure to be made a facrifice to publick necefTity. 
In fuch cafes therefore he who is fo unfortunate as 
to have offended by his conduft, is not to ftand his 
ground, but to withdraw till that anger is appeafed 
or qualified, which increafes by oppofition. It is 
likewife as vain and rafh for a man ftruck at, and 
once accufed, to think of facing his enemies by the 
ftrength and faftion of his friends : For if you are 
ftill in the poft of power, you know not whom to 
truft ; becaufe you know not who, even of your 
own fide, is fecretly defigning to fupplant you. If 
you are quite ouc, they who were the friends of your 
profperity, when you can be no longer ufeful to 
them, will foon grow cool in your concerns, and 
leave you to wreftle by yourfelf with the indignation 
you have provoked. But fuppofe a man has a 
number of followers refolved to run all his dangers, 
and fo ftrong a party for him as that by their help 
and intereft he has fair hopes of furmounting all 
difficulties, and to keep the power he has, or to 
recover his loft greatnefs \ fo fortified, is he to con- 
teft the point ? Is he to hokl up faftion that up- 
holds him ? And is he to endeavour his ov/n pre- 
fervation, though at the hazard of the publick peace ? 
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Or is he to quit the ftage of bufinefs, and to retire^ 
rather than be the caufe or matter of dificntion ? 
No doubt an honeft man and a good patriot is to 
take the laft courfe, and not involve the pnbh'ck 
in his troubles or misfortunes ; for we are to fuffer 
for our country, but our country is not to fuffer for 
us : " Equidem pro patria qui letum oppetiflcnt 
^' fjEpe fando audivi : qui patriam pro fe perirc 
*' aiquum cenferent, hi primi inventi funt." And 
he that (lands accufed, if he be criminal, this mo- 
delly abates the edge of his profecution. Nor on 
the other hand does giving way to popular difplea- 
lure argue guilt. Many famous men have chofen 
voluntary exile rather than the ftate ftiould be di- 
fturbed by interpofitions made on their behalf. 
Furius Camillus and feveral other great men did fo, 
whofe virtues were as much without a blemifti as 
they are beyond imitation. And he who makes 
llich a retreat, and who, confcious of his own worth 
and innocence, yet confults the common quiet more 
than his own prefent fame, feldom fails of being 
called back with a higher and more eftablilhed re- 
putation. 

No doubt it muft greatly conduce towards heal- 
ing breaches in the commonwealth, to preferve fuch 
a temper in the profecution of offences, as may 
render no conuderable number of perfons defperate : 
Not to be implacable againft any who lay under the 
heavy weight of acculation : At the fame time not 
to oppofe or obftruft juftice, by openly countenanc- 
ing and efpoufing their caufewho are indeed criminal, 
or who at lead are thought fo, is the beft and fafcll 
courfe. Perfons accufed Ihould be advifed to that 
modcfty in defending themfelves, and to that reJpert 
and deference towards thofe with whom the power 
oi inquiring into, and animadverting upon crimes 
of the like nature is intrufted, as may tend to allay 
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and Ibften the heat and anger that is conceived 
againft them* Whereas the conduft oppolite to 
tUs> to outdare and infult their profecutors, or right 
or wrong to defend perfons accuied in defiance of 
government^ mud in time bring the conftitudon 
itfelf to be the fubjefi: of your quarrel ; which is of 
fuch dangerous coniequence that it can end in no- 
thing but perpetual difcord, and a total fubverfion 
of the laws. But when one fide comes with mode- 
ration, and the other with that fubmifiion which is 
always decent in thofe who are upon the defenfive 
part, fuch expedients may be thought on, and fuch 
middle courfes taken, as ihall at lead fecure the 

Eublick peace, and preferve the conftitution from 
cing violated. 
There is no truer fymptom of a diftrafted ft:ate, 
thoroughly infefted and ripe for innovations, than 
to fee peribns pubiickly accuied, courted and fol- 
lowed : If fomd think them innocent, it is at lead a 
high difreipeft to that part of the fupreme power 
that is moft concerned in the proceeding; which 
part when defpifed and infulted, it is a mark your 
government is loofe and weak, and that your laws 
are impotent : But if they are guilty, it is a flgn 
diat guilt has many favourers and proteftors 5 than 
which there cannot be a more melancholy profpecl. 
The Romans, till they were quite corrupted, behaved 
themfelves in another manner towards thofe who 
lay under popular accufations, of which Machiavel 
gives a very remarkable inftance in the cafe of 
Manlius Capitolinus 5 who began to make parties 
and raife tumults in Rome both againft the Senate 
and the laws. In which pafl'^e it was evident how 
well that government was constituted, and how well 
that people was difpoled ; for in this cafe (though 
the nobility and he were great friends, and fierce 
defenders of one another's interefts) none of them, 

not 
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not his very reladons, appeared in his behalf; and 
whereas at other tryals, the friends of the criminal 
ufed to accompany him to the bar in mourning, 
and with all odier circumftances of fadne{s that they 
could think of, to work if poflible the judges to 
companion ; Manlius went alone, without fo much 
as one friend to attend him. The Tribunes of th? 
people, who were in other things always oppofite 
to the nobility, and created on purpofe to bdance 
their power, when they found the defign tending to 
the ruin of them all, they joined heartily with them 
to remove fo common a deftruftion : And the peo- 
ple of Rome, who were zealous for any thing that 
made for their advantage, and lovers of any thing 
that eroded the nobility, (though they had alfo their 
kindnefs for Manlius) neverthelefs when the tribunes 
cited him, and referred him to the judgment of the 
people, they condemned him to death, without any 
confideration of his former fervices. And our author 
adds, That in the whole traft of the Roman hiftory, 
there is not an example that with more efficacy 
demonflrates the juftice of that commonwealth in 
all its orders and degrees of men than this 5 feeing 
there was not one citizen appeared in the defence 
of Manlius, who was a perfon of known virtues 
and endowments, and had done many honourable 
things both in publick and private -, and the reafon 
was, becaufe tne love to their country had a greater 
influence upon them than any other refpeft ; and 
the confideration of the prefent danger of their 
affairs being ftronger than the memory of his pait 
merits, they chofe to free themfelves by decreeing 
his death. 

This was the deportment of that people where 
the perfon was thought guilty. Brigues and cabals 
were not made in his favotir, there were none fo 
defperately depraved as to be willing rather to give 

vp 
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up their conftitution, than not to bring off their 
friend. Nor was there lefs modefty, deference, 
and fubmiflion to the publick, Ihown by thofe who 
were truly innocent. P. Scipio Africanus, though 
he gained the nobleft vi(Etory that ever man had over 
hb accufers, when quitting the place of judgment, 
and afcending the Capitol to thank the Gods for 
the profperous condition into which the affairs of 
the commonwealth had been brought by his military 
fkill and valour, he was accompanied by the fenate, 
the magiftrates, and the whole body of the com- 
mons, fo that the very clerks and lidors left liis 
enemies the tribunes to follow him, v/Iilcli was 
thought a greater glory than when he triumphed 
for the conqueft of Syphax and the Carthaginians : 
Yet he was not fo puffed up w^ith i!*.^-c inarks of 
general love and popular affeftion, as to out-dare 
the jufticc of his country. He v/ifely faw this was 
h:$ laft happy day, that he had contrafted envy, 
that he fliould be engaged in perpetual difputes with 
the tribunes of the people : Some fmall errors of 
negligence had efcaped him, and his mind was too 
great, and he had been ufed to higher fortune than 
as a criminal to plead his caufe, and to fubmit to 
that humility which is fo needflil at the bar •, he 
therefore retired to Liternum, with a refolution not 
toftand his tryal. ** Hie fpeciofus ultimus dies P. 
'^ Scipioni illuxit. Poll quem, quum invidiam et 
** certamina cum tribunis profpiceret, die longiore 
*^ prodifta, in Liternum conceffit -, certo concilio ne 
** ad caulam dicendam adeflet. Major animus et 
** natura eflet, ac majori fortunae affuetus quam 
•* ut reus effe fciret, et fummittere in humilitatem 
" cauflam dicentium." But perhaps this great 
man, and others who have trod in the fame fteps, 
whofe virtue and merit fo Infinitely outweighed what- 
ever could be ccnfiired in their conduft, might yet 
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have a farther view in thus withdrawing from that 
difpleafure, which, with a little labour, they could 
have overcome : And confidering the general fandtity 
of their manners, and how deeply love to the puli- 
lick was imprinted in their minds, it is not impro- 
bable but that they did fo in order to give more 
ftrength and vigour to the laws. 

There hardly ever was a man who did long ma- 
nage the affairs of any large empire, whoie whole 
afbions have been intirely blamelefs. Either multi-- 
plicity of bufinels makes him err, or thofe about 
him are corrupt, or he himfelf is furpriied in his 
foft hours, or love, pity, or fome other paflion 
works upon him, but ftill fomething happens that 
cannot bear the teft of a fevere inquiry. Taking 
this for granted, which is not to be oppofed, if he 
who has thus failed comes to be called in judgment, 
where full proof is made, if he efcapes by power 
and intereft, the laws are in fo much defpifed and 
trampled under ; a breach is fo far made upon the 
conftitution ; a precedent is eftablifhed for impu- 
nity ; and paft merit commutes for prefcnt crimes ; 
which by the rules of juftice is not to be allowed : 
Nor can it be denied but that all this is of dangerous 
confequence to the publick. Therefore when Scipio 
declined his tryal upon the pretence of ficknefs, 
and went into voluntary exile, it is not at all impof- 
fible but that he knew himfelf not wholly innocent; 
through his neglect the treafure of King Antiochus 
might peradventure have been imbezzeled, which 
was the fault the Petillii charged upon him, and 
for which his brother I^ucius was aiterwards con- 
demned at the fuit of Fortius Cato. However as 
to i'ublius, this would have weighed fittle put in the 
balance with all his brave exploits in Africk, Spain, 
and Alia : And though the adminiftration was then 
Ibvere, it is not unlikely but that fo fmall a failing 
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would have been forgiven in {o great a man : But 
it is rather to be believed he did not appear, as 
unwilling to give the conftitution of his country 
fuch a wound as his acquittal muft have proved^ 
the example of which mufl have hurt the Itate 
of Rome more than baniihment could hurt him \ 
for it had opened the gap, and authorized all the 
corruptions that were to follow. Thus a man truly 
virtuous, will not work his own fafety out of that 
which muft be a real mifchief to the reft of mankind ; 
but rather TiifFer in his fame, eafe and fortune, than 
nuke a ftep which may tend to weaken the laws, 
and whereby the dignity and majefty of the common- 
wealth may be leflened and impaired* 

Heretofore men were lb far from countenancing 
the guilty, and from making fadtions on their be- 
half, and the guilty were fo far from bravingjuftice, 
that he upon whom a publick cenfure had once 
pafled, did feldom afterwards think it decent to 
intermeddle in the affairs of government, even 
though he had been wrongfully condemned : For 
which reafon M. Livius Salinator, at the end of his 
cenforftiip, laid a fine upon all the tribes of Rome, 
except the Maecian (which had neither paffed fen- 
tence againft him, nor given their voices to confer 
dignities upon him) becaufe while he remained under 
a condemnation, they had chofen him, firft conful, 
and then cenfor. In as much as that either formerly 
tliey had wronged his innocence, or that if he were 
guilty, they had committed two errors in fuffering 
him to fill two fuch important pofts : That one way 
their injuftice, on the other their levity deferved 
ceniure. " M. Livius in jerarium venit et praeter 
*' Mnsciam Tribum, quaj fc nee condemnaflet, ne- 
** que condeninatu.n auc confulem aut cenforem 
•* feciflTet \ populum Romanum omnem, quatuor 
** ct triginta tiibas, a^rarios reliquir, quodet inno- 
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*• centem fe condemnaflent, et condemnatum con- 
** fulem et cenforem feciflent : neque inficiari pof- 
** fent, aut judicio femel, aut comitiis, bis ab fe 

*^ peccatiim efle. Caftigatio inconftantiae populi 

*' cenforia et gravitate temporum illorum digna/* 
Which punifliment of an inconftant vulgar I'uited 
with the gravity of thofe times, and of that ma- 
giftracy. 

In kingly governments it is always dangerous to 
the Prince that a faftion fhould buoy up and fup- 
port private men againft his authority, but more 
elpecially where the marks of his disfavour are both 
well grounded and apparent. If his difpleafure is 
fufficient to recommend a man to the peoples liking, 
it is a fign the ftate is very much diftempered. It 
was reckoned ominous to Julius Caefar when Ma- 
ruUus and Caefarius, whom he had newly difgraced, 
had a great many voices to be confuls. But it is 
yet worfe when men are followed, cried up, and 
countenanced, who are under accufations of the 
higheft nature, and who are obnoxious not only to 
him but to the ftate : For it is then a fi vn that there 
is a party endeavouring to contend with him even 
for dominion, or who at leaft would fet up *' impe- 
** rium in imperio," which a wife Prince is not to 
fufFcr ; and whatever fide is ftrong enough to con- 
demn the innocent, and acquit the guilty, in oppo- 
fition to what pafles for the governing part of the 
ftate, may be truly faid to hold in a manner the 
reins of empire, to rival the Prince's power, and 
indeed to have fet themfelves above the laws : And 
where this happens, that nation is fo depraved and 
divided that it cannot long preferve its conftitution. 

But in fome governments minifters are frowned 
upon, caft out, and perfccuted for oppofing wrong 
meafures, for adhering to the laws, tor maintaining 
the peoples rights ; and are fuchxnen to be forlaken ? 

:? Muft 
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MuK none take their caufe in hand ? Are we to 
give them up to ruin and opprcflion ? And are we 
K) to flatter the prefent times as to be of fortune's 
fide in the war (he often makes with virtue ? No 
doubt to do fo is mean^ treacherous, and bafe ; it 
countenances the bad, and the good are thereby 
difcouraged. As far thcrtfore as is confiftent with 
the publick peace^ endeavours fhould be ufed that 
right may be done to fuch as fufFcr upon the like 
accounts : But this ought to be the care of the 
whole commonwealth, and not the bufinefs of any 
party. And frequently the whole publick does 
come at laft to concern itfclf where real worth and 
merit are opprefled : And the fallen minifter who 
thus has the general fufFrage of the people for him, 
feldom fails of being reftored to his Prince's favour ; 
or at leaft he makes fuch a retreat as ought to con- 
tent an honeft man. But his merits are very doubt- 
ful, that is, fome think he defcrves reward, others 
punifhment, whofe cafe becomes the concern and 
bufinefs of a party only. 

It is plain enough we ought to lay to heart the 
caufe of opprefled and injured merit, but a maa 
diat is truly good does not dcfire you fliould fo 
dpoufe his interefl: as to difturb the quiet of your 
country : Therefore nothing more denotes the true 
worth and virtue of a man than his behaviour in 
declenfion. He who bears difgraces of this nature 
with a noble and conilant mind ; he who is unwilling 
any noife fiiould be made about him ; who calmly 
expects the return of that favour he has lofl: -, who 
thinks it indecent, even in his own defence, to 
ftruggle with the publick •, who modefl:ly receives 
the honours the ftatc confers upon him, and lays 
them down with reludtance : He who thus demeans 
himfclf defcrves to fit at the helm, and be reftored 
to the greatnefs fi'om which he fell. But they who 

bear 
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bear the wounds of fortune impatiently ; who in 
their private ruin would involve the commonwealth, 
or ravilh from her her honours and preferments ; 
who are fo partial to themfelves they would arm all 
mankind to fight their battles, and who in order to 
this keep up and foment divifions : Whoever in 
their general conduft (how fuch a fort of fpirit, let 
dieir pretences be what they will, they are more con- 
cerned for fomething elfe than to clear their own 
innocence. In ftate matters time and future events 
feldom fail to juftify the innocent without fuch im- 
petuous motions, which in truth are arguments of 
guilt. They who would thus raife an univerfal florm 
rather than be themfelves for a while clouded, can- 
not be true patriots : Ambition lies at the bottom 
of their hearts ; felf-intereft fways their adions ; and 
whatever appearances they, who a6t in fuch a man- 
ner, may have of worth and abilities, it is not what 
will bear the teft of difcerning judgments. It can 
never be wife for a man, upon his own account, to 
difquiet his Prince or country \ it may do for a while^ 
he may have a falfe fhow of ftrength ; but they who 
in order to their own fecurity, take upon than to 
play this, game, and who feem to have drawn in 
many to be concerned for them, will find at laft 
that inftead of real friends, they have made two 
forts of enemies •, thofe whom they have provoked^ 
and thofe whom they have deluded. 

The moderation here mentioned, as a good expe- 
dient to heal breaches in a divided country, muft 
be reciprocal. Violence in accufation, or in de- 
fence, are equally to be laid afide : As where the 
publick is offended, no man is to dwell too much 
upon his own innocence, fo peradvcnturc fevera! 
faults may be overlooked in modeft and refigned 
ofienders. And as laws are eftablilhed to pr^rve 
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the publick fafety, where the giiilt or innocence 
of perfons, by mutual indifcretions, is made a 
party-bufmefs, both fides are to weigh with equal 
prudence what efFcft their proceedings may have 
upon the conftitution ; for when they come to con- 
fider coolly, both fides will find they have the fame 
concern that it fhould not be overthrown. Befides, 
frequently to contemplate the publick good, and to 
make it the fole objcdt of their thoughts, naturally 
brings men to agree in the means that lead to it, 
and prepares them to be reconciled to one an- 
other. 
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SECT. vn. 

^hat Mj)^overnment is as well redrejjed by 
looking into Things^ as by accufing Perfons ; 
and concerning retro/peStrue Enquiries^ 

PRIVATE men in the attacks made upon 
them would fcarce be able to raife factions, and 
to interctt a nation in their quarrel, if they who fet 
themfelves.to correft abufes in the ftate, would ihow 
a difpofition to mend things rather than to meddle 
with perfons ; and the attempt is ftronger, and furcr 
to tdke efFeft the one than the other way : For 
though penbns have been fomctimes brought in aid 
of things, by the greatnefs of their names, power, 
and intereft, to obftruft inquiries, and though they 
have been held up as (hields for inferior criminals 
to fight under, yet the aflembly muft be very cor- 
rupt where this fucceeds ; it is an artifice that can 
hardly be made ufe of more than once; and they 
who let their party thus fet them in the forefront 
of the battle, inftead of protecting others, find it 
difficult to fav«: themfdves : Befides this cr^ is 
cafily defeated by overlooking tlie perfon, and fted- 
dily purfuing to corredl the tault, which is always 
the fafeft courfe -, for men grow afhamed of defend- 
ing what is in itfelf a real crime, nor can it have 
ETpetual advocates •, but friendlhip, acquaintance, 
ndred, holding the fame opinion, with feveral 
other reafons and excufes, are pretended for making 
a vigorous ftand to bring offenders off, when per- 
fons are aimed at and in danger -, and often fuch a 
ftand is made, that mifgovernment, inftead of being 
checked, comes to receive a fanAion. However, 
when you ftrike not fo much at things as perfons, 
though you happen to prevail, the conteft begets 

A a ^ iuch 



556 Peace at Home^ and War Abroad. 

fuch a rancour as keeps the ftate for a long timo 
after divided and in diflention. 

Tjii^ way of reforming a ftate difturbs the pub- 
Hck peace, and the events of it are uncertain ; for 
many great men thus queftioned, have by the 
ftrength of their friends and adherents efcaped po- 
pular anger, which inftead of Ihaking has confirmed 
their power; but the inftances are very rare of 
minifters that have been able to fupport themfelves 
for any time, whofe anions (without naming them) 
have received a thorough condemnation. 

Perhaps nothing can more contribute to reftore 
peace and order in a government, than to overlook 
the perfons of men, pither in contempt or in com- 
paflion, and to fall to work in earneft upon mend- 
ing things, A man may without imputation of 
blame profefs a friendftiip, and adhere to this or 
that great man, pretending to believe him innocent 
when accufed, and confequently join with thofe who 
fort tc^ther in his defence. But can any party be 
formed, and can any be fo infolent to go along with 
them who fhall openly declare for fuch crimes, and 
for fuch and fuch corruption and mifinanagement ? 
Nop indeed can any thing more difappoint the am- 
bitious and wicked defigns of corrupt men, than to 
take away their pretences and falfe cplours, and to 
leave them without excufe ; which you do, when 
without exprefling anger or prejudice to the perfons 
of men, you make it manifeft that your only aim ia 
to put it out of their power, or out of the power 
p/ fuch as will tread in their fteps hereafter, to 
bring any further mifchiefs upon the common- 
wealth ; and where thefe meafures are taken, it is 
difficult, if not impoflible, to form or keep up 
parties that fhall combine toproted and countenance 
the vices of the age : For it being the intereft of 
much the major part to be well gpVerned, where the 

people 
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people plainly fee all affairs carried on calmly, arid 
without piques, and perfonal enmities, they let fac^ 
tion drop, and the good join to fupprefs the bad, 
which union produces what may be called right and 
perfect government* 

In the fame manner crimes are juftified by parties 
when you look too far backwards. In all councils 
therefore which are propofed for the better govern- 
ment of a country, we mould not rcfledk too much 
upon what is paft, but rather confider the prefent^ 
and provide againft the future; which perhaps 
might occafion the bifliop of Albenga to fay in the 
council of Trent, That good laws do look forwards 
only: And that he who not containing himfelf with- 
in the bounds of reafon, endeavours to animadvert 
upon what is pad, does ever raife tumults, and iii* 
fiead of reforming, makes a greater deformation* 

That warmth which is requii-ed to carry on a 
matter of importance, muft be for fomething pre- 
ient or to come. Paft errors in government, moft 
commonly like paft dangers, are ibon forgotten 1 
And though examples of puniftimcnt are fuch 
neceflary admonitions, that without them law itfelf 
and the lawgivers become the general fubjeft of 
contempt, yet it is difficult to engage the people in 
proiecutions, which aim by punifhing the paft, to 
mend the future. 

For they can fcldom be angry irt ear* neft but with 
thofe who are in the actual poffcflion of power, fuch 
only being in a condition to hurt and opprefs them; 
for which reafon they are rather inclined ta pity 
great men (whom their own voices and complaints 
firft pulled down and humbled) than to call then! 
to a fevcre account for their former aftions* 

And whether it be greatnefs of mind that lead$ 

them not to lay the unfortunate too low (which 

magnanimity will ipmetimes reach the whole body 
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of a people) or whether the prcfent objeft only 
ftrikes their fenfes, and employs their care, it has 
been obferved, that reformations of the ftate, carried 
on by rigorous inquiries mto paftmifcarriagcs, have 
been unluccefsful, and inftead of mending things, 
have given rife to new troubles and divifions. In 
kingdoms where the people is divided, extreme 
rigours of this kind are hurtful, for they b^et new 
ferments, and frefh motions, are apt to make the 
body politick bleed on, and hinder the wounds from 
healing : Lenity in relation to what is paft, and a 
ftridt care of what is to come, may at laft bring the 
offenders and the offended to unite in promoting 
the common good. 

Nor is it prudjent in any party to entertain fuch. 
Kgh thought of their own ftrength as to flight this 
moderation. For (befides that the people are in 
their nature fubjefb to change, and to make fudden 
and unaccountable ftarts from one opinion to an- 
other, to hate thofe they loved, and to love thofe 
they hated,^ as the toy takes them in the head) the 
union, zed, induftry, and malice of a tew, driven 
by their fears, or concerned in intereft to embroil 
the ftate, is always to be apprehended. Moft of the 
great changes and difturbances in government have 
been brought about by a fmall but aftive number : 
Proofs you have of this in all nations, and in all 
ages* A fmall number of preachers who gain by the 
reparation, keep the diflenters from joining with the 
church. And are there not perpetual inftanccs that 
a few have mifled great councils, and that a few 
have been the firft authors of revolt and fedition ia 
great armies ? 

That which gives the few fuch a weight in coun- 
tries that have a mixture in them of popular govern- 
ment, is, that if their intentions are truly honeft to 
the puWick, they have fccrct friends even among 
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the corrupt majority, and truth, virtue, and good 
fenfe, are reverenced though outvoted. And if the 
defigns of the fmaller number are ambitious, cor- 
rupt, and interefted, yet they fo cloath them with 
pretences for the common good, and with the name 
of liberty, that very many are deceived ; for who- 
ever calls out for it with a loud voice, let his in- 
ward aims be what they will, never wants followers ; 
for it is itfelf fo defirable that hardly any hands are 
fulpedted by which it comes recommended. And 
though, as Tacitus makes the Cherufcans fay, this 
facred name is falfly ufurped by thofe whofe private 
lives are infamous, whofe behaviour is dangerous 
to the publick, and whofe condition nothing but 
difcord and diforder can amend : " Falfodibertatis^ 
<« vocabulum obtendi ab iis, qui privatim degeneres, 
** in publicum exitiofi, nihil Ipei nifi per difcordias 
*• habeant." Yet they never want adherents who 
have it often in their mouths though it be diftant 
from their hearts, and though they are ready to give 
it up whenever they are bid what they think a fuf- 
ficient price. But few nations are without fuch a 
fort of men ; the profpeft therefore of fuch a party, 
reftlefs, undermining, and always at work, mould 
keep thofe who feem to have the upper hand, within 
the bounds of moderation ; for though this fa£bion 
cannot perhaps overturn a ftate, yet they will be 
able to embroil it : And upon this fcore they fhould 
rather be allured by gentle ufage, than by feteritics 
be provoked to hurt the commonwealth. 

And it is feldom in large kingdoms but that 
there are fome who are willing to be heads, though 
of the fmaller number : It is the nature of ambition 
to think the command, though over but a few, 
§reat and pleafant. To qualify a man completely 
tor this ftation he muft firft have made a very con- 
fiderable figure in the court, for upon this eminence 
A a 4 his 
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his p^ts (hine, there he has gsuned knowledge and 
experience in affairs of ftate, and there he has had 
opportunides of making creatures and dependents. 
Alter this he muft be turned out, and in difgrace, 
which often creates him an intereft with many of the 
people ; in divided countries nothing being more 
frequent than to fee the Prince's call favourites be- 
come favourites of the vulgar ; the difcountenanced 
and weaker fide being glad of all helps, efpecially 
to have a leader of importance. The two moft 
remarkable inftances of this kind were the Duke of 
Guife in France, and our Hubert de Burgh great 
judiciary of England in the reign of Henry the Hid. 
Thefe from being inftruments of tyranny, oppreffive 
minifters, defigning ftatefmen, and darlings of the 
court •, when fortune frowned, and their power was 
declined, threw themfelves upon the people, and 
became the higheft objedts of their affedtion, pre- 
tending to be the warmeft aflertors of their liberties. 
Both of them had parts, dexterity, and courage ; 
and when men fo endowed meet with matter dif- 
pofed to receive bad impre(Iions» they are able to 
work much mifchief in a ftate : If they join with the 
ftrongeft fide, in a manner they over-run the whole y 
but with the weaker party they are yet in a condi- 
tion to render their difcontents pernicious to the 
publick. When thofe great men were difcarded» 
their Princes had the governing part, the laws, and 
many of the people declaring on their fides ; and 
both thefe minifters were guilty, and both deferved 
puniihment; their machinations were manifeft, their 
infolence was intolerable, and their pride wanted 
correftion : But the one in France, and the other ia 
England, found combuftible materials prepared to 
take fire, they difcerned the feeds of fedition ready 
to fpring out, they faw faftbns forming, which 
though not confiderable in their beginnings^ might 
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be fo improved as to be a fafe retreat for them, 
andaftrongholdout of which they might fecurely 
make their own terms» and perhaps impole condi- 
tions upon regal power itfelf, and upon all thoie 
who were adherers to it as far as its due rights 
extended. 

Great men by their birth, parts, wealth, elo- 
quence, by their having, been oppreffed, or by any 
other circumftance, that recommends them to be 
the heads of a party, are not fo dangerous in them- 
ielves as they become formidable from the diipori* 
tion of the tim^ : for which reafon Machiavel fays^ 
That an ill-^lifpofed citizen can do no great hrrt 
but in an ill-difpofed city. The perfons we have 
cited found the ages they lived in fit for their de- 
iigns. France had been agitated by the ftorms of 
two minorities, and was divided about religious 
matters. England for many years had been under 
a loofe adminifbadon, out of which the weeds of 
faction fprouted. But had the Duke of Guife, 
and our Hubert de Bui^h, lived in reigns where 
there had been a long feries of good and fteddy 
government, they could not have made fuch a figure j 
they could not have had {b many followers ; they 
could not have formed fo great a ftrength ; and they 
could not, to the degree they did, have difturbed 
the peace of their refpeftive countries : their autho- 
rity) greatnefs and intereft, might have here and 
there mifled a few, but fuch adherents are an un- 
equal match to cope with the power of a well eda- 
bUfhed government ; and many accidents might have 
intervened that would have laid them open, and by 
which their ambition would have been defeated* 

In engaging to bear down and quite root out a fac- 
tion, andin endeavouring totally to fupprefs its head^ 
and leaders, refpe6b is to be llill had to the times, 
CO the manners, and perhaps to the prefent humours 
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of the people. If the age is uncorrupt, if the laws 
have their full force and vigour, or where there has 
been a long courfe of good and wife man^ment^ 
fuch an attempt may be fafely made, and where 
perfuafion wi: not prevail, compulfion may be ufed 
without danger-, the fword of juftice may be drawn 
upon thofe who will not hearken to the diftates of 
the law, and they whom right reafon, and common 
utility, cannot contain within the bounds of their 
duty, can be kept in awe by fcvere examples. But 
otherwife where the reins of government for many 
years have been held with flack hands, where men have 
fucked in with their firft milk the fpirit of divifion, 
where each man has been ranked under fome banner, 
where civil difcord has had dominion for near a whole 
age, where it has got confiftency, difcipline, and or- 
der, and where men are fo far from being by the 
laws deterred from faftion, that they intrench them- 
felves within its bulwarks, out of which they are not 
to be forced but with the hazard of the publick 
peace ; there and in fuch cafes lenitives become ne- 
ceflary, and where there is in a nation abundance of 
ill-difpofed matter, and many ill men ready to work 
upon it, fuch meafures in all appearance are to be 
taken as by degrees may bring the whole into one 
bottom, and to have one common interell ; which 
courfe perhaps, in the event, will be found faferj than 
to think with a high hand to overbear, and fupprefs 
any party, becaufe their numbers may be thovight 
fmall, which their craft and induftry,or peradvcnture 
the ill conduft of thofe in power may loon increafe. 
Upon the whole matter it feems highly reafonable 
to think that it may very much contribute towards 
putting an end to parties not to alarm the minds of 
men with angry retrofpe6lions : And in a country, 
long corrupted, divided at home, and hard befet 
abroad, rather to provide for their future fecurity, 
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than to inquire into the authors of thoie calamities 
they labour under: Or where thefe inquiries are of 
abiblute neceflity, that they be made with fuch mo- 
deration as may imprint in the guilty fenfe of fhame 
for their bad conduct, and not with fuch violence as 
may pufh offenders to feek impunity and lafety from 
the ftrength and intereft of a fadbion. Looking far 
backwards creates them who would mend things 
more enemies, and more oppofition than they can 
well deal with; it is true inquifition (hould now and 
then be made into pad crimes, and punifhments 
fliould be thereupon inflided, but this is to be done 
with great temper and caution, becaufe experience 
Ihows us that in a vicious ftate examples of this na- 
ture exafperate a greater number than they tend ta 
reform : And perhaps in thefe caies fo much, and no 
more ihould be done, than what is juft needful to 
aflert the power and dignity of the laws, and to fix 
the government upon a firmer bafis for the time to 
come. But above all things it imports thofe who 
happen to have the preient adminiftration of afiairs, 
to be intirely paffive in all thefe fort of inquiries. 
For if they oppofe them, it will be thought they do 
it in order to future impunity for their own failings, 
and as intending to tread in die fame fteps. On the 
other hand, if they are aftive to promote fuch pro- 
ceedings, it will be believed they do it to fecure their 
own pofts by quite trampling down thofe who ftand 
in competidon with them. So that when fuch mat- 
ters are A-foot, in all appearance, the wifeft, fafeft, 
and nobleft courfe for minifters to take, is rather to 
prefcribe fevere rules to themfelves for their own 
management, than to be any ways inftrumental in 
having the bloody letter of the law read to thofe 
who went before them. 
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SECT. VUL 

^bat FaSlions in a Kingdom are not fucb 
Difeafes as admit of no Cure: Remedies 
fropofed. 

FR E QU E N T contemplations on the publick, 
and to make its profperity one of the principal 
objefts of our thoughts and care, conduce very much 
to lead us into the right paths of virtue. Almofl all 
the vices men can be guilty of, their impiety, 
irregular ambition, envy, malice, luft of revenge, 
hypocrify, fraud, and intemperance, do, in fome 
meafure, tend to the damage of our country, towards 
which, he who has brought himfelf to bear a true 
afieAion, is in a fair way of learning how to correft 
his own manners ; for we are not willing to hurt 
what we love. 

He whofe mind is much bent upon the publick, 
will learn not to fet too high a rate upon himfelf; 
a knowledge full as needful in a politick, as it is 
in a religious life : For, as to think but lowly of 
ourfelves, is the firil ftep that leads us to revere the 
Deity, who is in fuch an immenfe degree above us ; 
f^ he who has confidered of what little value his 
(ingle felf is compared to the whole commonwealth, 
will be foon brought to prefer its intereft much 
beyond his own, and fo becomes a good patriot, 
not by the compunftion of laws, but from the 
diftates of his own rcafon. 

Pride could even interrupt the harmony that was 
in heaven, bringing the angels to rebel againil the 
Mod High ; and the firft wars upon the earth feem 
to have taken rife from an opinion the old heroes 
had conceived. That either their ftrength of body, 
their wifdom, or their fkill to lead armies, or their 
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eloquence which could move and guide great aflenn- 
blics, deferved to be rewarded with no lefs than 
fovereign empire over the reft of human kindj 
l)elieving they had a right to rule thofe whom they 
fo much excelled : And there being, at the fame 
time, many perfons who had the like thoughts of 
their own endowments, and perfcftions, each ftrove 
to procure to himfelf a ftrength of followers and 
dependents, who fhould be able to fight his battles ^ 
thefe, at laft, each led into the field : Thus wars 
began, and thus that concord was broken, which, 
till nature became corrupt, was by the Creator in- 
tended to flourilh among the inhabitants of the earth, 
who, without doubt, by him were defigned to be all 
members and fellow-citizens of one great common- 
wealth, the world, which he had newly formed. 

In the beginning, nations only contended with one 
another, but vices increafing as mankind increafed, 

Particular kingdoms and commonwealths grew to 
ave dilputes among themfelves, and inteftine rup- 
tures ; which ftill arofe from the high thoughts their 
great men had entertained of their own merits and 
abilities. One could bear with no equal, another 
would admit of no fuperior -, they grafp at power, 
and believe all courfes juft that lead towards it : In 
procefs of time their quarrels begin to divide the 
people, fome take one, fome the other fide, and 
thele the tools of ambition, ftrike fo lon^ upon one 
another, till at laft fire comes out, and then is pro- 
duced what we call civil war. 

Wrong names have indeed been all along given 
to thefe wild appetites for power which have got 
t^ie abfolute dominion over fo many great men ; in 
fome they are called the game of honouj-, valour, 
military worth, and a thirft after glory •, and in 
others a large reach, deep policy, and unfathomed 
wifdom. Thus vice dreiled in the robes, and 
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adorned with the attributes of virtue, deceives the 
world, and has led feveral famous perfons to difturb 
their own, and the peace of mankind, whom they 
perfwaded to follow them m their perfuits after 
greatnefs, and through all the mazes of their 
ambition. 

But a man truly wife, and who defires no fame 
but what is derived from real and not appearing 
virtue, corrcdb widun himfelf that pride, wliich 
human nature is but too apt to fugged to thofe who 
have perfedbions, be they of die body, or the mind, 
much above the reft of men : He is not vain nor 
prefumptious fi-om his rare endowments : He expefts 
the reward of his deferts from the maturity of time, 
and does not fnatch at honours and preferments 
with too precipitate an ardour : If he lurpafles all 
his fellow citizens, either in courage, or the fkill of 
governing, this does not render him turbulent in 
the ftate ; but his endeavours are rather to make 
the qualities he moft fhines in fubfervient to the ufcs 
of his country. 

Sometimes it happens that the intire mafs of blood 
in the body politick has received the taint, and that 
a whole nation is divided ; to cure this diftemper, 
the beft way is for every man to mend one, and to 
begin with fupprefling his own vain thoughts of 
h'unfelf, his eager chace after power and greatnefs, 
at leaft to keep his ambition within fuch bounds 
that it may have no bad confequences, and never 
be hurtful to the publick. 

But for individuals, thus to reduce theniifelves to 
die terms of juftice, and right reafon, is a work that 
gpes but (lowly on. Human nature is too much 
depraved for fuch a felf reformation ; and add to 
this, that the diieafe may be at fuch a height, that 
divines and philofophers can do no good upon it. 
It is true^ where difcord reigns, the heads and 
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leaders on each fide might, by their authority, put 
an end to this madnefs of the people, but perhaps 
they may think it rather their intereft, and more 
conducing to their defigns, that it fhould continue. 

It is very difficult, though not impoffible, quite 
to root it out in democratkal governments, as 
likewife in ariftocracies, where moft commonly, 
when civil diflenfions are become inveterate, they 
terminate in making room for tyranny : But they 
are with much more eafe to be fubdued by the ap- 
plication of proper remedies, where a Prince holds 
the reins of empire, provided he has wife and honeft 
men about him. 

However it has been done both in commonwealths 
and monarchies. Menenius Agrippa (a man fb 
poor, that his funeral expences were afterwards 
forced to be defrayed by a collection the vulgar 
made among themfelves) was able with the fingle 
weight his virtues gave him, to reconcile the fenate^ 
and the common people, who, in a manner, refolved 
to break from the republick, had left the city, and 
were retired into the facred mountain. Germanicus 
brought back to their duty his revolting legions, 
only by making them alhamed of their diforders; 
which was a mutiny of that wide extent, that had it 
not been appeafed, it mull have been foUowed by a 
civil war. And, to fpeak of times more modern, 
our Heniy the Vllth, put an end to that conteft 
between the houfes of York and Lancafter, which had 
io long divided England. In the lalt age our fwords 
were again drawn, and two mighty parties for feveral 
years contended with one another; but the breach 
was healed in time, the King was reftored, and the 
people of themfelves quietly returned to his obe- 
dience J which peace might have continued to this 
day, had honefty and wifdom been prevalent at 
court. There was a noble Venetian fo reverenced 
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for his age, knowledge, and the fan6tity of his 
manners, that he alone could reclaim the Citidani 
from a defign they had formed to deftroy the whole 
fenate. Henry the IVth of France, fo rooted out 
the holy league, that not the fmalleft fibres of it 
were left remaining. Many more inftances might 
be given of faftion, either totally fupprefled, or fo 
rcftrained from any further progrefs, as that without 
new intervening accidents, it muft have been at a 
full flop, and fo had fallen of itfelf : But perhaps 
what has been offered is fufficient to fhew that it is 
no incurable difeafe. 

In commonwealths generally the cure is cfFefted 
by the endeavours of fome great man, in whofe 
wifdom and integrity both fides acquiefce, and are 
therefore willing to admit of his mediation : But 
in monarchies it is to be wrought by the Prince's 
authority, by his vigorous execution of the laws, 
by not letung his great ones grow too powerful, by 
punifhing vice, and rewarding virtue, by his careful 
looking into his own bufinefs, by his making juflice 
and publick good, the rule of all his actions, and 
by keeping a flrift hand over thole to whom he has 
intrufled the miniflerial part of government. 

Where this has been done. Was there ever a 
kingdom divided within itfelf? It is granted, that 
under the greatcfl reigns that ever were, there have 
been little faftions in the court j fome have followed 
one favourite, fome another ; but thefe differences 
become matter of diverfion to an able Prince ; or 
fuppofe they give him any care, the mifchief is 
feldom extended beyond the palace walls, and the 
people remain in quiet. 

A great King at his firft accefTion to the throne, 
if he finds diflention among his nobles, fo interpofes 
with his power as to make them friends. If by 
male-adminiflration the body of the conunons have 
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been fo foured as to become difafFcded to the ftate^ 
by reforming abufes, and redrefling grievances, he 
reconciles his fubjefts to the crown. If in the church 
there has been a fchifm, he keeps the breach from 
growing wider, by recommending moderation to 
one fide, and a peaceful Ipirit to the other* If he 
finds parties formed within his country, he prefently 
difcerns of what fort of perfons iliey are compofed : 
If on one hand he fees they defire no more than to be 
well governed, if on the other he perceives they 
defire mifgovernment, becaufe it makes beft for 
them ; upon fuch a view he joins with the good, 
by which the bad become fo weak a fide that they 
are no longer able t<J diflurb affairs : But if he is 
convinced that both fides have corrupt aims (which 
often happens to be the cafe) by exerting his power, 
by frowning upon their heads and leaders, by a 
conftant courfe of fliewing that parties are not the 
road to favour, by giving proofs that he intends fo 
to rule as not to want their aids ; he difarms them 
of all their force, he drives them into other meafures, 
they grow to have new thoughts, and things fo 
mend by degrees, that at laft the very name of 
faftion is extinguiihed* 

Thus a wife Prince proceeds upon whofe head 
God has placed a crown, not lined with foft 
ermines, but full of Iharp pointed thorns. He 
eftablifhes a government of the laws, and not of 
men : His mind is fully bent upon all the diiTerent 
parts of his eftate, religion, juftice, and the care of 
trade : He puts an end to the profufion and cor- 
ruptions of his court: He removes /rom the 
exercife of any power all fuch as are without virtue, 
or abilities, and who had no merits to recommend 
them but a blind obedience to whatever was com- 
manded : He takes into his councils none but thofe 
who are of known probity, (kill and experience; 
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men of weight and figure, not fuch who inftead di 
being a help to him, he muft fupport upon all 
occations* This condufk brings a neceflity upon 
all fides to unite under him who has a right to rule 
the whole ; and who afts thus needs not fear that 
his kingdom (hall be long rent afunder by divifions ; 
but a contrary conduft, and the reverie of all this, 
ever did, and ever will produce faftion and civil 
wan : For it is mdt evident, from the experience 
of all ages, and all countries, that under a kingly 
government, where there has been a continued feries 
cf honeft, careful, and uncorrupt adminiftradon, 
no great man, or number of ill-afieded men, could 
ever create fuch diflentions as might be able to 
difturb the ftate. 

It is the intereil, as well as die inclination erf* the 
people, to live in peace, and enjoy the fruits of 
their own labour ; at kaft this may be faid of Eng- 
land, for we have feldom had open breaches and 
divifions but they proceeded from fome fatal error 
or weakneis in thofe who ruled ; which will evi* 
dently appear to any who takes a view of the &veral 
reisns from the Norman invafions downwards. 
William the Baftard, though he had the title of 
Edgar Atheling to ftruggle with, and though he 
was to plant ftrangers among the natives of this 
ifland, yet he keprit well united, during his time, 
by good laws and a politick eftabJifhment: For the 
attempt made by Edgar, in conjunftion with the 
Scots, and with the Earls Edwin and Marchar, 
Hereford, Golbatrick and Syward, with the con- 
fpiracies formed afterwards by the Earls of Norfolk, 
Suffolk, Northumberland, and Boloign, may be 
father termed infurreftions than civil wars, and 
were foon mattered. The commotions that hap- 
pened in the reign of William the lid, were the 
cfieAs of his own mifgovcrnmcnt, for he was facri- 

legious 



PeMe at Home^ and War Abroad. 371 

legious and a Ipoiler of his people. What his 
fucceffor Henry I. wanted in title and right he made 
up by well governing; he punifhed the wicked 
inftruments of the former reign, and took off the 
heavieft burthens that lay upon his fubjefts ; con- 
du£ting his affairs with fuch magnanimity and pru- 
dence, that his elder brother Duke Robert could 
never get any footing here. The next reign of 
King Stephen was full of ftorms ; but by wife 
meafures taken at firit, by then contenting each 
degree of the people, and afterwards by his own 
peribnal valour, he held for near 19 years thatfcep- 
ter which of right belonged to Maud the Emprefe. 

Henry II. would have had no troubles but that 
he muft needs aflbciate his fon in the royal dignity, 
which taught his eldeft, and then his other children 
to rebel. Richard I. fpent moft of his days in 
foreign countries, and this embroiled his realm at 
home. John his fucceffor was as bad a King as 
ever reigned here, and no wonder the fword waa 
unftieathed in his time •, and yet to Ihew that 
allegiance to the crown is deeply imprinted in the 
hearts of Englifhmen •, this Prince, in the greateft 
defedlion of his fubjefts, though he was a tyrant 
and an oppreflbr, found many followers. 

His fon Henry III. trode much in his father's 
fteps ; was profufe, light, perfidious, and extorted 
from his country to inrich unworthy perfons ; all 
which miigovernment compelled the Barons fre- 
quently to appear in arms againfl him. His fon 
and fucceffor Edward I. quitted the meafures of the 
two preceding reigns; was frugal, brave, an ob- 
ferverof the laws, and a lover of his people, feared 
abroad, and idolized in his own kingdom : It is 
true, Robert archbifliop of Canterbury confederated 
with fome of the great Earls and Barons, and en- 
deavoured to raife commotions s but the Lords were 
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foon reduced, and that iniblent prelate humbled, 
and at laft deprived. 

The fire or difcord did break out again in the 
days of his fon Edward 11. a Prince, loofe, eflfemi- 
nate, vicious, and a mere flave to thofe who had him 
inpolleflion. His fbn Edward III. adorned with all 
princely virtues, during his long reign faw nothing 
but domeftick peace and foreign viftories : But his 
grandfbn add fucceffor Richard II. whofe noble 
qualities thofe about him had quite corrupted, in 
the flower of his age pcrilhed by the hands of his 
rebellious fubjedts. The fuccecding Prince Henry 
IV. though he reftored order in the commonwealth^ 
and gave it much a better face, yet had not a reign 
entirely quiet; however his courage and wifdom 
eafily defeated all the feveral attempts,, that were 
made to fubvert his new eredted throne ; whereon 
he placed his renowned fon and fucceflbr Henry V. 
who conquered France, and whofe reign at home 
was without any inteltine difcords. 

Then followed a minority, wherein the Princes 
of the blood and the Barons grew too powerful. 
And when Henry VI. came to years of manhood, 
he wanted the courage and abilities that were re- 
quifite to reduce them within the bounds of duty ; 
fo that his whole life was a continued fcene of civil 
war and bloodfhed. The fame of the next Prince 
Edward IV. maintained him in an undifturbed poflef- 
fion from the time his competitor fell, till his own 
death. Richard III. as cunning as he was wicked, 
reigned in peace •, for the punifhment that attended 
his inhuman cruelties, was to fall upon him all at 
once. 

The popular commotions, which by the arts of 
the Duchefs of Burgundy, were raifed againfl: the 
fucceeding King Henry the Vllth, cannot properly 
be called civil wars : This wife and martial Prince 
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did put an end to thole banners of diftinftion, the 
red and white rofe, under which the whole people 
had been fo long marihalled. Perhaps it may be 
afiirmed he laid the ax to the very root of thofe 
factions, which had difturbed mod: of his predecef-* 
Ibrs, by putting bounds to that mighty power which 
heretofore the Barons had. Whether by fo doing 
he did not place it in hands that might yet be more 
uneafy to the crown, and whether he did not make 
the balance incline too much another way, fhall 
not be here argued : however he provided againft 
thofe mifchiefs which former Kings had known, 
and felt, and tranfmitted a peaceful fcepter to his 
fon Henry the Vlllth. 

The beginning of whofe reign was full of glory, 
but the latter end of it ftained with blood, tyranny, 
and oppreflion of his people; which, with the 
alteration he made in church affairs, at lail brought 
on rebellions, but they were foon quelled, and the 
reins were in fuch fldlful hands, and the admini- 
ftration in the main was fo ftrong, and fteddy, that 
notwithftanding his fanguinary temper, the perpe- 
tual and heavy taxes he laid, and the total change 
he made in religion, yet no party could be raifed, 
that by its numbers, intereft, and ftrength, could 
be able to ihake bis throne^ 

Then we had another minority, which feldom 
fails of producing fadions among the great ones ; 
but the rare virtues of this young Prince Edward 
the VI. had he lived, probably would have fubdued 
all the difficulties this kingdom laboured under, 
and might have fetded a lafling peace both in 
church and flate. Then followed Queen Mary, 
whofe match with King Philip, though it gave rife 
to the popular commotion headed by Wyat, yet it 
ftrengthened her ; and the people were fo retrained 
by their fears of a foreign power, within call, and 
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ready to opprcfs them in their civil, as well as in 
their religious rights ; that though the Proteftants 
were perhaps the ftronger fide, yet they durft never 
take up arms in their own defence, againft her cruel 
perfecutions ; fo that this unfortunate and bloody 
reign, was, all the latter part of it, without in- 
temne jars. 

Her glorious fucceflbr Queen EHzabeth, who is 
a pattern which Princes who intend to rule well and 
wifely, Ihould ever have before their eyes : Though 
at home fhe had two oppofite religions to deal with, 
one in pofleilion of all offices ecclefiaflical and civil, 
the other exafperated by the cruelties of the former 
reign, and juftly pretended that their fuflferings 
fliould be rewarded; though abroad Ihe had to 
oppofe the power of the Spanilb monarchy, then 
at its height of greatnefe ; though neither the arts 
nor wealth of Spain were wanting to raife and fo- 
ment divifions within her kingdom: though fhe 
had a pretended title (that of the Queen of Scots) 
to ftruggle with, which was fecretly favoured by 
the French, Spaniards, and the houfe of Lorrain : 
though Ihe had perpetual exercifes of her patience, 
courage, and all her other virtues: though Ihc 
had enemies foreign and domeftick, animated from 
Rome, fanguinary, cunning, and induftrious; yet 
did fhe, with a mind above her fcx, furmount all 
thefe difficulties. She rooted out idolatry, reflorcd 
the true religion, and ruled profperoufly for 44 
years, during which time, fhe was a conflant fpring 
of help and fupply to the Princes and flates with 
whom fhe was in league : She fupported the Prp- 
tcflants of France, preferved the Netherlands, and 
defeated the fchemes laid by the houfe of Aufbria 
for univerfal empire. And all this while her people 
enjoyed plenty, quiet, and a far extended trade. 
The Commons were obedient, her authority was 
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awful to the Lords, and the church was rent 
afiinder by no fchifms : A ftrift obferver of her 
country*s laws, mild to her fubjedls, unwilling to 
burthen them with taxes, always confulting their 
good, and her own honour; and furrounded with 
a fet of honeft and fkilful minifters, whom fhe 
knew how to chufe, and was herfelf able to inftnift* 
She governed with as much felicity as wifdom. As 
long as fhe lived there were no parties, no inteftinc 
broils, nor popular commotions; and neither blind 
zeal nor wild ambition could proceed fo far as to 
interrupt the peace of England. 

But her fucceflbr King James the Ift, through 
the whole courfe of his Itfe, obferved quite another 
fort of conduft. He loved peace more than fuited 
with the honour of fuch a potent Prince, or than 
confifted with the nation's future fafety. He ne- 
slefted his allies, and let his enemies grow upon 
him. He who might himfelf have held the balance 
of Europe, courted the power of Spain. He dif- 
contented his old nobility, by his partial kindnefs 
to new men, on whom he heaped invidious wealth, 
offices, and honours. His unbounded profufion 
to favourites drove him into wants, and thofe wants 
into illegal ways of procuring money ; all which 
tended to difaffeft die gentry. Then, and not for 
many years till then, did panics begin to lift up 
their heads and fhew themlelves : They who were 
angry with the date, (hook hands with thofe who 
ditapproved of the ftate religion ; fome thought the 
laws invaded, others pretended to fear innovations 
in religious matters ; common danger (at leaft fo 
they judged it) made thefe have one common intcreft, 
and thus popularity and zeal entered into a firm 
alliance ; from whence there arofe afaAion fb ftrong» 
that it was foon able to bear down the conilitution. 
This Prince indeed had no war at home, but t!he 
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latter part of his life was almoft one continued 
Icene of domeltick troubles ; and it may be truly 
faid. That the walle he committed in his revenues, 
his arbitrary proceeding his loofe government, 
and the corruptions of his court, hud the firil foun« 
dation of all thofe misfortunes that afterwards befel 
his ion. 

I fliall pais over in iilenoe the 4 eniiiing rdgns, 
only with this obfervadon. That the iame caufes 
have iiill produced the fame efleds ; and that mi£- 
government has given birth, growth, and ibength 
to the diviiions that have been all along among us. 

Whoever looks into the lives (^ all the Princes I 
have here mentioned will iee. That as many of 
them as ruled well and wifely, were bleiied with 
peace at home, and victories abroad ; and that they 
who did cichcr ill perform, or totally negleA the 
dude s of uiar high office, or who did intruft the 
guidance of the chariot to uniteady, furious, or 
unikilful hands, were never without popular infur- 
regions, or fuch inteftine broils as made the crown 
lit, at leait, uneafily upon their heads, if it was not 
thereby quite raviihed from them. 

But they who more eipecially ccmtemplafie the 5 
lait reigns from King James the lit, downwards, 
will find the very ieeds from which fadions ipring 
up and fpread : When the Prince himielf rules 
amiis ; when they to whom the executive part of 
power is committed, and who are called the govern- 
ment, invade the people in their civil ri^ts \ or, 
when the minifters burthen them with taxes ; when 
this treafiire is embezzeled; when they rob the 
publick to enrich themielves \ when they n^;left 
Its honour and fafety, and v/hen all this begins to 
provoke loud murmurs, to defend fuch male- admi- 
niftradon, and to be fortified ^^ainft inquiries, 
courts think it needful to form a party. On the 
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other hand, they who are hurt by any illegal exer- 
tions of power, coming either from the Prince, or 
from his minifters ; they who find there is rcafon to 
be jealous of their liberties ; they who feeling the 
weight of heavy taxes, are defirous, that what is 
raifed fliould be well employed, and arc therefore 
wiUmg to call thole to an account, whom they 
believe enriched with the plunder of their country; 
They who grow to fear fomc publick ruin, when 
they fee affairs loofely, negligently, or perhaps 
treacheroufly managed, and fo think it requifite to 
unite for their own prefervation : Thefe all together 
compofe another party. 

Thus not a few bufy heads (whom the laws can 
ever reach, and lay low enough, when there is no 
real occafion of complaint) but weak Princes, and 
weak minifters, bring a nation to be divided ; and 
thus in moft places factions take their rile. Nor is 
there a fpirit of fedition raging more at certain 
times than at others, as fome are fo foolifh to ima-^ 
gine; but it is a difeafe proceeding from natural 
caufes, and which wile and good government will 
always cure. 

It is true, in all ftates there will be fome to find 
fault right or wrong, who will make work where 
there is none, and who, to render themielves ne- 
ceflary, will ever be finding out fome diftemper or 
other in the body politick. *' Tanquam artifices 
*♦ improbi, opus quasrunt, qui et femper aegri 
^* aliquid efle in republica volunt ; ut fit ad cujus 
*• curationem a vobis adhibeantur." This was faid 
by Appius Claudius of the fedicious Tribunes of 
his time. But where the adminiftration is found 
and blamelefs, the faftions fuch men can raife are 
but fliort lived, and their clamours will foon be 
filenced. 

When we confider how fafe, eafy, and pleafant 
tt is to govern well, we may wonder how it has 
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happened that many Princes on whom there was 
bellowed a large fliare of underiUnding, came to 
rule amifs ; but the reafon is plain, they had not 
minds honeftly difpofed, and they wanted that foft- 
nefs in nature which inclines good men to love and 
cherilh their fellow creatures, and to take delight 
in feeing mankind thrive and profper : Or pride, 
which is but too apt to infinuate itfelf into hearts 
not fully replete with virtue, might induce feveral 
men of great capacities, fuch as were Tiberius, 
I^wis the Xlth of France, and our Henry the 
VII Ith, to think that; the people are no better than 
the food of power to be devoured out of neceflity, 
or in wantonnefs, according to their pleafurc : Or 
fuch thoughts might fall into the head of a fingle 
pcrfon, intoxicated with fovereign empire, and by 
cuftom and the laws rendered facred ; fed with this 
opinion might he not be wrought to give his irre- 
gular appetites a freer courfe, and to have the lefs 
regard in what manner he ruled his fubjedts ? 

But why did the lower wheels of government 
ever go wrong ? What could move minifters of 
ftate to aft amifs ? Why have fo many of them 
loved confufion more than order, crooked and 
ftony roads rather than beaten and eafy paths, and 
to do by tricks what might better have been brought 
about in the plain ways of dealing ? Why have they 
often taken meafures fo vifibly deftrudtive, quite 
abandoning all care of their Prince's liappinefs or 
honour ? What has made fuch a number of them 
eager to run into all his worft inclinations, and 
unwilling to cultivate any feeds of goodnefs and 
virtue that were in him ? Why have tliey liked he 
ihould be rather effeminate than brave, profufe than 
frugal, vicious than temperate, carelels than vigi- 
lant, crafty than wife, faithlefs than fincere, and 
more an oppreflbr than a lover of his people ? 

How 
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How came it to pafs that we have feen fo many 
of them contrive that the publick fhould rather be 
poor than rich, weak than ftrong, putting things 
upon fuch a foot as they could not be fupporced by 
true wifdom, and by nothing but falfe arts ? Why 
under ahnoft every Prince have they choien to per- 
plex and embroil his affairs, inflead of letting him 
enjoy a profpcrous quiet reign ? Why have they all 
along encouraged divifions, inftead of promoting 
that concord which muft make a nation flourifh ? 
And more elpecially in the laft age. Why have both 
Princes, and their minifters, thought it impoffible 
to rule without what they called a party for the 
court ? 

The reafon of all this fort of conduft in our 
men of bufinefs is apparent: There was a foul game 
playing in England for many years, which required 
aminiftry, fuch as has been here defcribed; and 
bad minifters were to endeavour at making the 
Prince worfe than they found him, or they could 
not hope long to keep their ground ; for any return 
he made to right fenfe, and his true intereft, was to 
them fatal ; in their councils therefore they did not 
fo much confult what was for the publick good, as 
what would moft pleafe his mind and temper, giving 
to his nature ftill a wronger bent ; if he hated war, 
they plunged him in all the riots of peace, and ex- 
tinguifhed in him all the thoughts of honour ; if he 
afFefted power, they drove him to overthrow the 
laws ; if negligent, they brought him to abhor the 
very name of bufinefs ; if cunning, they made him 
diihoneft ; if amorous, they let him be abandoned 
in his pleafures. In the fame manner they corrupted 
^11 his virtues ; if he was devout, they made him 
fuperftitious 5 if liberal, lavifh; if martial, they fed 
that humour without any regard how far the country 
was able to fupply thefe faUies of his ambition. 

But 



380 Feace at Home^ and War Jibroad. 

But above all things they defiied to have affairs 
embroiled; publick wants and an indebted ex* 
chequer, being then in no danger of rivals and 
competitors, and the field was more open to them ; 
for wife and honeft men would not be willing to 
enter upon an admmiftration fo corrupted and per- 
plexed, nor to contend for employments in the ftate 
with a ibrt of men who, the worfe matters grew, had 
indeed the fafter hold. 

They introduced the di(tin6tion of a court fide, 
not that the Prince wanted fuch a help, but they 
wanted his countenance and fellowfiiip in what they 
were doing ; and fomented divifions, becaufe in a 
divided kingdom they gpverned, and not their 
mailer, whc^ authority fiood all the ^ile as it 
were fufpended ; f<Mr though be had the attributes 
of power, the true and eflential exercife of it was 
nfurped by thofe who did head and lead the parties. 

It Is to be feared this was the cafe of England for 
many years : And is it not the duty of a good Prince 
to put an end to thefe dilbrders which eclipfe the 
royal name, deprave the manners of inferior people, 
infeft the principles of the better fort, and render 
government iinlafe, difficult, expenfive and pre- 
carious ? 

But Machiavel feems to be of an opinion that the 
circumftahce of the times may be fuch as to make 
it dangerous to tread in the beft path. •* That 
^< hatred is obtained two ways, by good worics and 
^< bad, and that therefore a Prince willing to reuun 
*' his authority, is often compelled to be bad* For 
^* if the chief party (whether it be people, army, or 
^* nobility) which you think mofl ufeful, and of 
^ mofl: confequence to you for the confervation 
>* of your dignity, be corrupt, you mufl follow 
^ their humour and indulge them, and in that cafe 
H honefly and virtue arc pcmiciQus,** 

This 
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This do^ine may perhaps be good for a tyrant 
to obferve (who is indeed at botconi no better than 
a flave to his army, to the rabble, or to the great 
ones, who made him what tie is) he may be bound 
to follow in all their vicious app^tes, them upon 
whom his power depends ; but it is quite otherwife 
where there is liberty, and where the laws have any 
force; for in fuch countries, though vice may have 
obtained a llrong dominion, yet the Prince who is 
delirous to reform the ftate, to root out that cor^ 
ruption from whence diforder iprings, and to cure 
the various mifchiefs it produces, will always find 
a part of the people left ftill untainted, willing, and 
of ftrength fufficient, to fupport fuch endeavours as 
(hall be made to reftore the body of the common- 
wealth to it's former beauty, health and vigour. 

It is true, where there has been a long ieries of 
miimanagement ; where immenie debts have been 
contracted through negligence and profufion; 
where frugality for the publick has been long de- 
rided as unpolitick ; where the affairs of our navy 
have been negle&ed to a degree as if England was 
not at all to depend upon it's fleets \ where naval 
diicipline has been £> new modeled that our antient 
bravery at (ea is almoft forgotten ; where crimes of 
any nauire have been fheltered by parties ; where 
the people have been taught they arc above their 
rcprefentatives J where impiety has been fufFered to 
face the national religion, and criminals to brave the 
laws ; where faction has been fed, clieri(hed and 
pampered at court as a favourite, inftead of being 
frowned upon, rated, and thruft out of doors as 
the froward, deformed, and misbegotten ilTue of a 
wicked age : In a country where all this has been 
done, it muft be the work of time, the rcfolt of 
prudence, and the effeft of courage, to eradicate 
diftempers io deeply rooted : To bring order out 

of 
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of fuch confiiiioiiy to mend what is £> much dc- 
£Kxd, and to fubdue a mooftcr that has fo many 
mouths, hands and heads. 

But we have inftanoes in our own, and the hiftoiy 
of odicr kingdoms ; That Princes have recovered 
commonwealths labouring under difeafes far more 
dcfperate than ours can be iaid to have upon it, and 
who have reftored bodies politick to fiHind hcsdth, 
when bjr long dvil wars almoft all thdr vital blood 
had been ezhaufied. 

Though we may be lick, it is to be hoped none 
of the noble parts are yet ^ikBaoL We are adven« 
turous and fkilful in trade, by which both the crown 
and people are fupported. We have a rich foil, 
and fhall have a powerful navy. Learning and arts 
flourilh among us ; we have an innate valour that is 
dreadful to our enemies. We have wealth where- 
withal to defend ourielvcs, with (bmething left to 
aflift our friends. We enjoy a conftitution, though 
perhaps far from being perfeft, however fuch a one 
as may render a nation great and happy. We are 
zealous for our religion, without the ipirit of per- 
iecution, which in time muft add to us a ftrcngth 
from other countries. Our divifions at home have 
not yet made us contemptible abroad ; for all States 
and Princes court us : And it is manifeft, we alone 
have hitherto interrupted thofe defigns the French 
had formed for univerfal empire. 

Since therefore we have none of thofe inward 
decays which arc fo vifible in governments that arc 
declining -, fmce nature flill is flrong within us, able 
to exert itfelf, and work its own curc, with the 
application of needful helps and remedies ; fince 
our diftempers proceed from ill regiment, and as it 
were a bad and unwholefome diet in politicks, and 
by having too much tampered with ftatc empricks •, 
and fincc the high fevor of fadlion feems a little to 

abate : 
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abate : It is to be hoped things may fo mend by 
degrees, that England out of debt, increafing in 
wealth, growing more powerful at fea, warlike, full 
of domeftick peace, and foreign reputation, may be 
the head of the proteftant intereft, hold the ballance 
of Europe, and be in a condition to defeat the 
councils, and oppofe the ftrength of France. 

Whoever looks into the affairs of this kingdom, 
will foon difcern from whence all our uneafincfs, 
heats, divifions, animofiues, and at laft civil wars 
did take their rife : For though iflanders have been 
of old noted as of an inconftant temper, impatient 
of rule, and turbulent, yet it has not been fo with 
us ; we were ever quiet under a right adminiftration ; 
and whenever a wife Prince aflifted with good mi- 
nifters has found us inflamed at the mif-goveriimenc 
of a former reign, he has been always able to appeafe 
the people, make the great men agree, and to reduce 
them to terms of duty, without being compelled to 
ufe the hammer of war to bring all into a better 
Ihape. 

The matter and occafion of difcord here, has 
chiefly been when national interefl: was neglefted \ 
when the Prince and his minifters have aimed at 
arbitrary rule ; when changes in religion have been 
attempted, or when tender confciences v/ere under 
perfecution ; when the publick treafure was fo wafted 
as to bring heavy prefllires upon the people \ when the 
executive part of power was impotently, and negli- 
gently, or unjuftly managed -, when the Prince took 
mto his councils, and employed in all the principal 
bufmefe of the ftate, men odious, contemptible, 
obfcure, weak, or corrupt ; and, as it were, driving 
from the throne fuch as were confpicuous, and had 
flcill, experience, and parts joined with virtue. 
Many more erroi s there have been in goveinment 
that might produce heart-burnings, murmurs, and 
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difcontents, which were rarely followed with open 
breaches; but if any of the main wheels were 
broken, the whole engine was out of order, and 
ready to fall in pieces. 

Thus King James the Ift, by favouring the houfe 
of Auftria, and by thinking to fortify the crown 
with foreign aids, and a high marriage, loft the 
afFeftions of his people, to a degree, that a party 
formed itfelf in the houfe of commons during his 
life, which increafing daily, came at laft to have 
ftrength enough to wreft the fcepter from his fon : 
And the wounds that were healed upon the reftora- 
tion of King Charles the lid, opened afrefti when 
it was feen he fo far neglefted the intereft of England, 
as to connive at, if not aflift the growth of France. 

A few innovations in religious matters, proceed- 
ing more from folly than any bad defign, and too 
warm a defire for unity and conformity in the church, 
which the great prelates, and weak politicians of 
thofe times, believed might be brought about by 
perfecution, gave rife to that party which began the 
laft civil war : And in our own days we have feen 
how fatal invading the religion of his country proved 
to King James the lid ; ^ Prince who had many 
virtues, and whom his worft enemies could not juftly 
charge with any material fault in government, but 
what he was firft led into by fuperftition. 

Again, under fome Princes, the commonwealth 
has been tormented with a complication of difeafcs, 
as in the reigns of King John, Henry the Illd, 
Edward the lid, and Richard the lid, in whofe 
times arbitrary power was pufhed on with violence ; 
the revenues of the crown were wafted ; the laws 
wanted their authority and execution ; and all the 
offices and dignities of the ftate were polluted by 
the meaneft and moft corrupt hands ; upon which 
followed popular commotions, pi^rties formed 

amongft 
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amongll the barons and great men, and at lafl:, total 
dcfedtions of the kingdom. 

Princes who avoid the rocks here defcribed (upon 
which many have been fo apt to run) and who 
fteering a better courfe, confult the honour, and 
promote the intereft of their country -, who afFeft no 
more power than is allowed them by the conftitu- 
tion ; who make the eftablifhed religion their prin- 
cipal concern, and yet are indulgent to the weakneis 
or thofe who cannot comply with it : They who for 
the publick good, are frugal of the publick treafure^ 
who have watchful eyes to fee that the executive 
part of power is well and fteadily performed, and 
who take care to be ferved by honeft and able 
minifters : Princes ruling fo, though fortune may 
not always (econd their juft intentions, and noble 
dcfigns ; though to exercife their virtues they may 
meet with difafters, troubles, and difappointments \ 
and though they muft expedt to find fierce oppofition 
in their attempts to reclaim a country whofe manners 
have been long depraved, yet fuccefs will at laft 
crown their endeavours : And fuch a Prince Ihall be 
revered at home, and refpedted in foreign nations, 
and of courfe will have faithful and knowing: mini- 
fterial officers, upright judges, a religious clergy, 
valiant foldicrs, bold and enterprizing fleets, wife 
parliaments, dutiful fubjecls, and a kingdom fo 
well united, that not fo much as the name of faftion 
Ihall be heard within its limits. 

When a kingdom happens to be divided, its 
breaches are not to be healed by complying with the 
avarice or ambition of here and there a man, who 
is thought to make a figure in his party ; in his 
room another darts up, who foon grows as confi- 
derable ; he muft be likewife taken off: And when 
this appears to be the game, who is there that will 
not be playing at it as far as his parts extend ? 
When he that can fhew himfdf enough in anger, is 
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furc of being pkafed, will not every one think it 
high tim6 to be difcontented ? Who does not ftrive 
to enter that way, when a court opens this gate to 
favour, fince the paflage is wide and eafy ? For 
b there any one {o unqualifyed, but that at lead he 
can make a noife ? And where is there a ftate that 
has offices and preferments enough for fuch as deferve 
well ? much lefs for all thofe who believe it to be 
merit fufficient, that they are able to give oppofition. 
But if feme are rewarded for fo doing, does it not 
inftruft others to take the fame courle ? And where 
fafbion becomes the only road to power and great- 
nefs, is it ever to be extinguifhed ? 

Princes who would enjoy quiet and happy reigns, 
are never to attempt getting over fuch profelytes \ 
it is a dangerous, expenfive, and an endlefs labour* 
Nor indeed (hould they court parties themfelves 
coUedlively confidered, unlefe it be by the noble arts 
of ruling welL For in what does the ftrength of 
parties confift ? Without doubt in their intereft with 
the common people. And are the vulgar eafily to 
be incited againft a Prince whofe government is 
without reproach ? On the other hand, can male- 
adminiftration be long fupported by the voices of a 
party, whatever it's numbers feem to be ? When 
things are bad, faftion will be powerful ; when they 
are well governed it can do no hurt ; and the whole 
body of the people range themfelves about the 
throne to guard it againft the aflaults of wicked and 
defigning men. 

Where there are divifions, to take in the bad of 
both fides, as moft dangerous and aftive, is properly 
what may be called the trimming game, which is 
a courfe full of difficulties, and yet generally fol- 
lowed by thofe who intend to rule amifs. But to 
fliine upon, and countenance men of real worth and 
merit, without diftintlion of what fide they are, or 
have been, is what they do who for their conduft 
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propofe a jufter fcheme, and cannot be accounted 
trimming, but deferves much a better name ; which 
is that of prudent moderation. For a Prince to 
court none but the bad, is the effeft of unfteady 
craft driven to the wall and then thoroughly frigh- 
ted; but to receive all the good with impartial 
kindnefs, is the refult of bold virtue, and of fettled 
wifdom. 

I have endeavoured in this part of thefe difcourfes 
to fhew the original of faftions, and that they arc 
not fuch difeafes as admit of no cure \ for as mala- 
dies contrafted by bad diet, are removed by a more 
wholefbme regiment in living ; fo the diilempers of 
a commonwealth which firft arofe from male- 
adminiftration, are to be healed by good government; 
but to mention here all the various parts of which 
it confifts, to open the remedies, and fhew what is 
to be Ihunned, and what embraced, would fwell this 
feftion to too great a length. 

Though the invafion of property was one of the 
principal ingredients in the differences that were 
heretofore between the King and People, there will 
be nothing faid upon that topick, becaufe we have 
had few difputes of this nature for thefe laft 40 years. 
I fhall therefore confine myfelf to thofe particular 
points, which of late have been, and in future times 
may be the bones of difcord, and feem the moft 
peculiar matter for faction to work upon : And they 
are national intereft, arbitrary power, religion and 
liberty of confcience, management of the publick 
treafure, the executive power, and the conduA of 
rainifters. I fhall endeavour to fhew in the fix fol- 
lowing;^^ feftions what rocks and fhelves are to be 
avoided, that fleering the right, and not taking the 
wrong courfe, but keeping to the rules of legal and 
wife government, will by degrees put an end to 
parties in a kingdom. 

Cc 2 
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SECT. IX. 
Of perfuing National Inter eft. 

NOTHING can more dilpleafe a people than 
to find their Prince devoted to an intereft 
oppofite to that of his own kingdom, efpecially if 
they lee him contribute to make another greats 
whofe greatnefs muft be their ruin. Machiavel lays 
it down for a rule ieldom or never fubje6t to ex- 
ception ; that in matters of empire, " Whoever is 
** the caufe of another's advancement,is the caufe of 
** his own diminution.'* One nation cannot increafe 
in power without apparent danger to its neighbours; 
for Ambition was never known to fet irielf any 
bounds. A King who remains unarmed, fits (till, 
and fufiers another country to enlarge it's dominions, 
fliews a mean courage ; than which nothing is more 
odious to the multitude, who love valour in a Prince, 
though it be unfuccefsfuh By what is here ad- 
vanced, it is not meant he muft always head his 
army (though that is popular) but there is a bravery 
in council as well as in adtion ; and Queen Eliza- 
beth was thought to have as ftout a heart as any oS 
the Plantagenets. Sovereigns therefore who would 
ihine, and attrad the love of their fubjedls, when 
the reft of the world is in motion muft not be paffive 
lookers on ; they muft make a figure, and have a 
(hare in all affairs abroad, or they can hardly give 
content at home. But they who inftead of taking 
thele meafures, affift their enemies, further their 
ambitious aims, and furnifh them with the means 
and opportunity of opprefling any part to which 
they pleafe to bend their force, minifter juft caufes 
of fufpicion, that a Prince afting fo is in another 
bottom, and meditates fome defign, either to change 

the 
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the religion, or invade the liberties of his country ; 
that he places his hopes, not in the afFedions of his 
people, but in foreign aids ; and from hence endlels 
jealoufies arife, and thus a kingdom comes to be 
divided. 

For a King of England never to court the growing 
power, but rather to throw himfelf with all his 
weight into the lighter fcale, is the moft magnani- 
mous, the cadefl in relation to his own government, 
and upon the whole perhaps the fafeft courfe to take ; 
if it fucceeds he is at the top of glory, and if it 
occafions high taxes the fubjeds murmur not ; if 
misfortunes come, they meet them with quiet minds : 
And whether it be our natural fiercenefs which leads 
us to attack what is ilrongeft ; or whether it be the 
care we take to maintain our freedom, but in all 
times we have been lels anxious in our own cala- 
mities than at the p;rowth of any foreign date ; we 
could never bear it : In Ihort, to oppofe it is what 
the people belt like, who in things reafonable and 
hondl are always to be pleaied 

Spain was, and France is now this formidable 
power, which united becomes (till more dangerous \ 
and all our thoughts are to be employed: no 
expence within our compafs is to be fpared, and we 
muft turn all our councils to prevent the mifcbiefs 
threatened to the reft of Europe from this con- 
jun&ion. 

KivaKhip in trade may make us now and then 
quarrel with the United Provinces, but we are i^yon 
reconciled : And as the legate from King Philip faid 
in an aflembly of the -ffitolians; " Leves ad 
** tempus ortas caufas disjungunt conjunguntque :*• 
Slight occafions may fepara^te and again unite us 
and them. But our hatred to France is ancient, 
hereditary, and peradventure will be perpetual: 
^^ Natura enim quas pcrpetua eft, non mutabiiibus 
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** in diem caufis holies funt.'* A Prince therefore 
that would be happy, and minifters who would be 
fafe, muft always keep aloof from tliat court. Even 
in times of peace their behaviour towards it muft be 
jealous, cool and cautious : They muft watch every 
ftep the French make. When differences happen 
between the two crowns, they are rather to lead, 
than follow any inclinations the people feem to have 
of coming to an open rupture with that kingdom ; 
and when there is adhial war, the whole ftate is to 
exert itfelf with it*s utmoft vigour. 

In former reigns fteering a courfe quite oppofite 
to this, produced heats, divifions, and animofities ; 
But when they who govern here are feen to aft fin- 
cerely for their country, when it becomes manifeft 
that they neither fear nor flatter the power of that 
alpiring empire ; that they equally delpife it's pen- 
fions, and it's arms ; that all the provifions are made, 
which can be expefted from human prudence, to 
break it's meafures, and oppofe it's growth ; when 
in order to this no endeavours are wanting, and no 
expence fpared to carry on the war, to maintain 
former treaties, and to form new alliances \ when 
the whole condudt of the court is this way irre- 
proachable, will not murmurs, at leaft upon this 
topick, ceafe ? And will not fuch a general confulting 
true national intereft go a great way towards putting 
an end to what has been called a court and country 
party? 
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S E C T. X. 

Of Arbitrary Power. 

ME N are fo different in their notions concern- 
ing royal power, that they are apt to quarrel 
about it, though the Prince does not concern hirti- 
fclf in the queftion, and even though he be carelefi 
to preferve what is allowed him by the conftitution. 
Some think he never has enough, others that he 
cannot have too little; and this variety of their 
opinions proceeds from the various application of 
their ftudies : They whofe view is no farther ex- 
tended than the laft age, and who only confider to 
what a pitch of greatnefs an ufurped dominion, not 
circumfcribed by laws, did lately bring, firft the 
Spanifti, and then the French monarchy, will be 
imbibed with arbitrary principles. On the other 
hand, they who contemplate nothing but ancient 
times, and the commonwealths of Greece and Rome, 
are apt to carry the thoughts of liberty too far, and 
to form to themfelves fchemes for ruling the world, 
of which mankind is no longer capable : Either of 
thefe extremities is to be avoided ; the one leads to 
tyranny, the other to confufion -, and as things com- 
monly are ill governed where the Prince has too 
much power, fo where he has too little, in proccfi 
of time, there will be no government at all. A 
good patriot fhould defire to be no freer than the 
laws of his country make him, and fuch freedom he 
ought always to aflert. And as fome Princes, by 
grafping at too great a power, have loft their crowns^ 
fo fubjedts, by aiming at unbounded liberties, have 
been reduced to bondage. 

Since the chief end of government is proteftion, 

wife men in all their councils, arc to follow fuch a 
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middle courie. That as the regal authority fhould 
not be wound up fo high as to be able to opprels, 
fo on the other hand, that it be not reduced fo low 
as to be unable to defend the people. 

But though this middle way be eafy, pleafant 
and full of flowers, yet for this lafl age our Princes 
have not delighted to walk in it, but have cholen 
rather to look out for paths rocky, and choaked 
up with thorns, where they and their blind guides 
have been bewildered. 

And though feveral of thofe roiniflers who did 
mod endeavour to whet the fword of arbitrary 
power, funk under it themfelves ; and though others 
of them were in danger to periih by it, and muft 
perhaps have felt its edge, had they not been pre- 
ferved by thofe laws they would have overthrown ; 
yet the game has been flill played on ; nor have 
the puniSiments of fome deterred others, but as one 
fell, another mounted on the itage, with tlie fame 
intentions to make their mafler abfolute ; and by 
thele flruggles in defence of right, againft the at- 
tempts of wicked and defigning ftateinien, this 
commonwealth has been often brought to the very 
brink of ruin. 

How comes it to pafs, that the moft valiant and 
wifcft of our Kings were the greateft friends to 
liberty ? As Henry the Ift and lid, Edward the 
Ifl, and Edward the Hid, Henry die IVth and Vth, 
and Queen Elizabeth, who vi£fcorious abroad, obeyed 
at home, and uncompelled, gave us the befl: and 
foundeft laws for its prefervation. Whereas the 
weakeft and worfl of our Princes, fuch as King 
John, Henry the Illd, Edward and Richard the Ild, 
to whom power was leaft to be trufted, defzred it 
moft, and invaded all our civil rights. The reaibn 
of this is plain ; a Prince truly brave, judges that 
his enemies, not his fubjefts^ ought to feel his 
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valour, which is (hewn, not in civil, but in foreign 
wars ; and he who is truly wife, knows the con- 
ftitution, and the inbred reverence we bear to 
Sovereigns, inveft them with as much authority as 
is needful for thofe who have no other meaning 
than to govern well; but weak and ill Prmces 
affed arbitrary rule, that they may do mifchief more 
fccurcly : Their fears make them cruel, their 
profufion brings them into want, and want throws 
them upon oppreflion, which they think to uphold 
by force ; mijgovemment drives them from bad into 
worie hands, until at laft both the Prince, and fuch 
as he makes ufe of, begin to think themfelves 
unfafe, unlcfs they can fet up ablblute dominion, 
which from time to time has been attempted; 
but liberty, the more it has been ihaken, has all 
along taken the deeper root •, while the crown, in- 
fiead of getting, has ftill lofl: ground by theie 
pernicious councils. 

Ambitious Kings may pretend, that they defirc 
to be great only to be the abler to do good ; that 
they would extend their power, but in order to en- 
large the limits of their empire •, that mighty aftions 
cannot be wrought by one who is encumbered 
with the delays, jealoudes, humours, aixl often 
bad arts of a popular ailembly ; that fecrecy and 
difpatch are never to be expedbed but where all 
authority is intrufted to a fingle perfon; that a 
limited rule may preferve itfelf, and feed near home, 
but cannot Ibar out and feek for prey abroad. 

Somev/hat of this may perhaps be true ; but a 
people that would continue free, muft have (uch a 
form of government as is calculated, not for in- 
creafe, but preiervation : And therefore England, 
to whom foreign conquefts are neither defirable, 
nor fafe, has ever been uneafy when the prerogative 
was ftretched ; and to fee arbitrary m*:aiures taken, 
has been alv/ays matter of diibord and divifion here : 

And 
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And we arc become more watchful and lufpicious, 
from what we have fecn done of late years in Spain 
and France ; where encroachments on liberty were 
foon followed with invafions made upon their 
properties. 

However; as tenacious as we are, and ought to be 
in this point, fuch of our Princes as had the fkill 
not to feek after power, have had it thrown upon 
them : Was Henry the Vlllth himfelf more abfolute 
than his daughter Queen Elizabeth ? And yet to 
arrive at this high authority, ihe broke through 
none of our laws and cuftoms j but the unlimited 
dominion (he had erected, was not over the bodies, 
but in the hearts of all her people : Whatever Ihe 
affced was granted, whatever Ihe did pleafed ; afts 
of ftate that in another would have been difreliftied, 
were in her applauded ; becaule all her aftions were 
thought to proceed from a mind intirely devoted to 
the publick good. 

A Prince who lets the laws govern, will be often 
called upon, and invited to aflift the laws with his 
prerogative : The methods he takes for tlie fafety 
or advantage of his fubjefts, will not be cenfured : 
He will want no power that is requifite for the 
maintenance of his own dignity, or the protedlion 
of his people. Thus all the effefts of fupreme and 
unlimited authority, which Kings fo much covet, 
he will have without murmur or oppofition ; the 
lefs he aims at, the more will be devolved upon 
him ; and if to aft without controU be arbitrary 
power, he will have it; becaufe all he does is 
received with approbation. His reign will be 
fmooth, his perfon feared and loved; they who 
ferve him will have their due refpeft and weight; 
his kingdom will be without divifions, and they 
who are defirous to find fault with the admi- 
niftration of affairs, will be a faftion thin in num- 
bers, fiknt and unregarded. 
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SECT. XI. 

Of Religion and Liberty of Confcience. 

MACHIAVEL attributes all the Roman 
greatnels, to the care Numa took in feafon- 
ing the minds of that wariike people with the 
notions of religion, which was lo ufeful to the 
governing of armies, to the uniting of the people, 
to the keeping men good, and to the deterring them 
from being bad ; infomuch that he fays they were 
niore obliged to Numa, than to Romulus their 
founder. He adds. That one of the firft caufes of 
that city's felicity was religion, in regard it produced 
good laws; good laws, good fortune; and good fortune 
agood conclufion to whatever they undertook. That 
Princes and commonwealths who would keep their 
government intire and uncorrupt, are above all 
things to preferve religion in its veneration ; for 
that in the whole world there is not a greater (ign 
of imminent ruin, than when God and liis worfhip 
are delpifed : That the perfonal piety of the Prince 
avails but little ; for when he dies it is forgotten : 
That his example does indeed fome good, but he 
muft endeavour to eftablifh it in the hearts of his 
whole people, and then it will lad. 

It is no wonder that impiety got ground in a 
country, corrupted as England was by a long civil 
war ; where of one fide their l6ofe lives who rought 
to defend the church ; and on the adverfe fide their 
hypocrify who pretended to be purer than their 
neighbours, did both together give great occafion 
to the enemies of the Lord to blalpheme ; and more 
efoecially when all this was followed with the reign 
of a Prince, who being a fecret Roman Catholick, 
might perhaps be glad enough to fee the reformed 

religion 
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religion brought into contempt through their viccfij 
who made profeflion of it. 

However, in that reign irreligion was not coun- 
tenanced by the ftatc ; at court it was more in 
praftice than in doftrinc : Atheifm did not walk 
barefaced, it had no open advocates, it was not a 
recommendation -, if any man was blotted with it 
it was a bar to his preferment ; he might be ad- 
mitted into the pleafures and riots of the palace, 
but he was not employed in any ferious bufinefs. 
And they who defired to rife in the world, if they 
had no true piety, were obliged at lead to take upon 
them its appearances ; fo that it was not held in 
derifion by the great ones in fuch a degree as utterly 
to deprave the manners of the common people. 

And the meafures King James the lid took to 
change the religion of his country, rouzed up frelh 
zeal m the minds of all forts of men ; they embraced 
more ftraitly what they were in fear to lofe : Cour- 
tiers did thruft themfelves into the prefcncc to quit 
their offices, rather than be brought to do what 
might prejudice the church of England. Nor had 
the licentious way of living in fleets and armies 
fliaken our feamen and foldiers in their principles ; 
they all flood firm. The clergy fhewed themfelves 
prepared to die with, or for their flocks, and ma- 
naged the controverlial parts of divinity with 
primitive courage and admirable learning; the 
churches were every where crowded, and the pro- 
fpeft of perfecution, though peradventure at fomc 
diflance, begot devotion. 

But as foon as this danger was pad, we forgot 
the God by whofe goodnefs we had oeen preferved, 
and impiety began again to ereft its head ; and with 
more boldnefs than in any former age. 

In great changes of government, or revolutions, 
all fcfts of religion, and all the various faftkms in 

the 
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die ftate, arc in new motion; each thinking the 
feafon then proper to make fome attempt towards 
their own eftablilhment. If of thefe there are many 
(which often happens to be the cafe) each thinks 
at firft by its own ftrength to be fupcrior to all the 
reft, but in this they foon find themfelves deceived ; 
and then the weaker join themfelves to thofc who arc 
thought more powerful, till it begins to look as if 
there were perhaps but two different religions, and 
two parties in the ftate ; but though they are thu^ 
united in appearance, all of them have their diftin<ft 
aims, and each retains its firft hopes, which were 
to have the upper-hand at laft. And at the fame 
time the different fefts in religion intermix with the 
feveral parties in the kingdom, and all apply them- 
felves to that fide which they think moft willing or 
moft able to proteft them. 

Thus they who arc enemies to revealed religion 
(if they may be called a fcdt) and they who were 
pofTefled with the imprafticable notions of a com- 
monwealth in England (if they are enough to be 
termed a party) herded at firft together; but being 
fcnfible of their own weaknefs, and how unable they 
were to carry on their caufe, they joined themfelves 
to a faction then beginning to form itfelf, whofe 
prctences for a while werc fair and fpecious, but 
who afterwards came to meditate other defigns, 
and whofe majority was well fupported, refolute 
and a£live. 

And all thefe growing to have one common 
intereft, came at laft to favour and bear out one 
another. It is true, they who were thought to have 
a republican tinfture were the firft that deferted fo 
bad a fide ; but the other two parties, viz. they 
who would innovate in divine, and they who in 
worldly matters meant to govern corruptly, con- 
tinued all along under the ftriftcft tics of mutual 
% aids 
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aids and friendlhip : From this union, and out of 
this forge, iflfued thofe impious books, publifhed 
not many years ago, arraigning all the moft facred 
myftcries of revealed religion ; which blafphemies 
when our pofterity Ihall read, they will remain 
aftoniflied to find no punifhment of their authors re* 
corded in our courts ecclefiaftical or civil. 

If any of the great men then in power did coun- 
tenance thefc attempts made upon the Divine 
Majefly, they were but bad politicians, and did ill 
confult the welfare and fafety of their Prince ; to 
whofe facred perfon the religion of the people is far 
a better defence than fleets and armies. 

If they who promote innovations of this kind 
could (hew us either in themfelves, or in their diC- 
ciplcs, that morality and virtue incrcafe as the 
Chriftian religion lofes ground ; they would have 
fomething to fay in their own excufe : But on the 
Contrary, fmce the people have been poifoned with 
thefe old herefies new vamped up -, they abound 
more than ever in perjury, circumventions of one 
another, frauds, extortions, evil faith, corruption, 
bribery, and impurities fcarce heard of here till of 
late: And for thefe laft 15 years, vice has hurried 
on in a courfe more precipitate than it was wont to 
do before in this northern climate. 

And though peradventure it may be a long time 
before atheilm and irreligion can have fo many 
followers, as to be able, by their ftrength and 
numbers, to difturb a ftate ; yet it cannot be 
improper to touch upon this fubjedt, when I am 
laying out the general methods by which the 
ipirit of difcord may be allayed ; becaufe dif- 
fentions, faftion, and civil wars, are feme of the 
rods wherewith God is ufed to execute his 
vengeance upon a profane and wicked country, 

"Princes 
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Princes therefore, who would rule happily, and 
over a well united people, are bound by the duty of 
their high office, and that fuperior duty they owe to 
their Creator, to apply remedies to this dangerous 
poifon, by which, from fmall beginnings, great 
multitudes of men have been heretofore infefted : 
They fhould punilh with the utmoft rigour all 
fuch as endeavour to fpread it : They ftiould re- 
ceive none into their fervice whom they think 
tainted with it ; the fruit of which will be quickly 
feen ; for, in many, it is rather afiedtation of pre- 
tended wit or deep learning than any grounded 
principle; and they will foon lay it afide when 
they perceive it is difcountenanced, frowned upon^ 
and handled with feverity by thofe who govern. 

When Princes have thus rooted out this venom- 
ous weed, in the room of it they are to plant true 
piety and fincere devotion. Not content with their 
own zeal for religion, their fandtity of life, and all 
their other Chriftian virtues ; they arc to ufe their 
utmoft care to bring their fubjedts to be as near 
approaching to their own perfeftions as poffibly 
they can, and as far as they are imitablej and 
to make thofe, over whom they reign, as meek, 
chafte, compaffionate, charitable and religious, as 
they thcmfelves are. But towards all this, their 
perfonal examples operate but flowly-, they arc 
therefore to interpofe v/ith the regal pov/er in the 
fuppreffion of vice and immoralities, not by fpeeches 
only, to amufe the vulgar (as formerly was prac- 
tifed) nor by faint edicts, forgotten as foon as 
publjfhed, but by obliging the magiftrates to put 
the laws in ftriftcr execution, and by noting with 
infamy, the highcft marks of their difpleafure, 
all within their reach, whom they know to lead 
vicious and immoral lives; and by advancing 
and fhining upon fuch who they fee tread in the 
right paths of virtue. 

^ But 
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But as a matter of principal importance, their 
wifdom is to be exercifed in providing that the 
temple be not profaned by the intrufion of un- 
clean things or pcrfons. When the chief Prelates 
arc without learning, blemiftied in their private 
lives, not given to hofpitality, too careful in their 
worldly concerns, unfound in their doftrine, flat- 
terers, and time-fervers, they lofe their weight, 
and that authority which they ought to have over 
the inferior clergy; who when this check is no 
longer upon them, are apt to run into exceflcs of 
all kinds. They exceed in ignorance and de- 
bauchery, fimony creeps in among them, they 
negleft their cures, they grow litigious with their 
neighbours, vicious in their manners, immoral in 
their dealings, and a fcandal to their profeflion ; 
all which tends to produce fchifms in the church : 
For it is natural to feparate from thofe who do not 
fortify their doctrine by the example of their own 
lives ; and there are few feparations from the efta- 
blifhed religion of a country, which had not their 
beginnings from the ignorance and vices of the 
priefthood. 

And it being moft apparent, that fchifms in the 
church will intermingle fvith faftions in the ftate ; 
that is, they who are prejudiced againft the church, 
will join with thofe who are prejudiced againft the 
ftate; and fmce bad Prelates will have a bad 
clergy ; fince a bad clergy occafions fchifms ; and 
fince fchifms in religion help to heighten faftion, 
it muft certainly import Princes (who would pre- 
ferve union in their kingdoms) to have the eccle- 
fiaftical part of government in wife, learned, and 
pious hands; and where this care is taken, it 
has a general good influence upon whatever has 
relation to the publick. 

When 
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When the bench of Bifliops is thus filled ; when 
they have learning to confute their adverfaries ; 
when they inftruft by example more than precept j 
when they have courage mixed with prudence, 
and zeal tempered with a fpirit of peace, they 
give a greater luftre to parliaments 5 they ftrengthen 
the royal dignity; they beget devotion in the 
people at home, and abroad they gain profelytea 
to the reformed religion. 

All things, as well bad as good, thrive as they 
are favoured by Princes ; if they promote, or but 
wink at vice, it increafes ; if they (hine on virtue 
it profpers. Numa, in a few years, introduced 
fanftity of manners among a band of robbers, 
out-laws, and revolted flaves; for of fuch did 
Rome confift at firft. No plant grows fafter by 
cultivation than piety, and this does not only hold 
in general, but in particulars -, even fuperftition is 
hardly to be avoided, if a King is addi£ted to it. 
But when Sovereigns, by their own principles, are 
intirely firm to the intereft and religion of the 
church eftabliflied within their kingdom, and con- 
fequently are inclined to countenance thofe who 
have the trueft zeal to fupport it, a church fo en- 
couraged can never fail to flourifh. 

And this church appears to be upon a firm foun* 
dation, when its future lecurity has been as far 
confulted by the government as lay within the 
reach of human wifdom, by excluding for ever all 
Papifts from the royal fcepter •, when all poflible 
meafures are taken both by the Prince and the 
minifters to fix it perpetually in a line of Pro- 
teftant fucceflbrs; and when the whole body of the 
people concur fo unanimoufly with their rulers, in 
refolving to maintain this limitation of the crown. 

As the religion of the church of England (if they 
who profefs it live up to its dodlrine) is the pureft. 

Vol. IV. D d fo 



J^02 Peace at Homey and War Abroad^ 

fo it feems to s^rcc beft with the nature of our 
conilitution ; it has not that blind fuperilition 
which is ncceffary to thofe who arc born under a 
tyranny ; nor is it fo impatient of all fort of fonns, 
as to think even kingly government but a cere- 
mony, needlefs and expenfive to the people. The 
reformations abroad were moft of them begun in 
popular commotions, and relifhing too much of 
anarchy, fuit beft with governments merely po- 
pular: Whereas ours began and was compleated 
by the r^al authority, retaining ftiU a tinfture of 
that mixed or moderate government, under which 
it was firft modelled, and therefore our ecclefiallical 
difcipline feems moft agreeable to fuch a political 
inftitution as we enjoy, which is a monarchy 
bounded by the laws. 

So that conliderations purely divine abftrafted, 
for indifpiitable rcafons of ftate, and by the rules 
of policy. Princes who refpeft the prefent or future 
happinefs and peace of their dominions, are to 
promote and encourage the do<5faine and difcipline 
of the church of England, and to countenance 
fuch whofe zeal, and real opinion lead them to ad- 
here firmly to it -, as having always been the trueft 
friends to the legal conftitution of this country : 
For as of one hand, they have not fuch extended 
notions of liberty, as to render government dif- 
ficult, if not impradicable ; fo on the other fide, 
of late years, they gave an inftance that they did 
not thin]< themfelves fo bound by their doftrine of 
paCive obedience, but that they could (hake it off, 
when they faw it made ufe of by their Sovereign, 
to introduce arbitrary power, and undermine re- 
ligion. 

The throne is not to be defended by giddy 
multitudes, nor by the ftrength of parties, who are 
more at the devotion of tlieir own heads, and 
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leaders, than of their Prince ; it i$ to be guarded 
by thofe who aft upon a fteady principle of duty, 
vfatue and honour : Nor has the regal authority 
any other Iblid bafis to reft upon but the church, 
whofe body is compofed of the Lords ^iritual 
and temporal, the gentry, the clergy, die richeft 
merdiants, and the moft fubftantial fiteeholders of 
this realm. 

But the piety of Princes, and thdr care of the 
eftabliihed religion, ought never to raife up a 
ipirit of perfecution in thofe who are favoured 
luid countenanced. The returns indeed of power 
are commonly followed widi a return of its ex- 
cefles. But a wife government is to reftrain this, 
and fb to interpofe, that one fide may have no well 
grounded cauie to repine at the other*s profperity : 
Nor is it impoflible to make afiedtion in the Prince 
to the eftabhfhed church, and liberty of confcience 
confift together. 

One fide is to be indulged in its juft pretences, 
but to be checked in all its paiTions, and with-held 
whenever it offers to pais the bounds of realbn : 
As one fide deferve favour, the other have a right 
to prote6tion, as fubjeds, and as men, not to 
have their confeiences reftraincd, perhaps they 
have a natural right which human laws are not 
to alter. 

But fome who are fully perfuaded in their minds 
that they maintain the caufe of God, and his true 
religion, are apt to think they can never carry it 
on with too high a hand, and fo are brought to 
deviate from the dodtrine of their facred Mafter, 
who came into the world to teach the ways of 
peace. And from mifguided zeal have flowed 
thofe a6b of force, which here, and in other 
countries, the church from rime to rime has ufed 
to bring the whole people within its pale> and 
D d 2 thefe 
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thefe methods have been all along thought expe* 
dient, juil and pious. 

But though the caufe of God is thus pretended^ 
is not the corruption of nature at the bottom of 
all this ? Have not the belt of men ftill retained 
fo much human frailty that they are loath to take 
the pains of fubduing feds and herefies by their 
own piety, charity, ^out lives, painful preach- 
ing, and holy examples ? And do not they defire 
to ufe power and force, the arms of flefti, becaufc 
they are not ftrong enough in virtue to wield fpiri- 
tual arms? And has not all this been the original 
of perfccution ? 

And to (hew it is not of God, it does not ftand : 
Where has it ever compalled the ends propoied ? 
In what nation has it proved fuccelsnil? And 
can there be fcarce an inftancc given where it has 
cither rooted out the true or a falfe religion ? And 
in countries where opinions differing from the ftate- 
religion have been fuppreflcd by extreme rigour, 
the inhabitants may have been put to death, or 
driven away, but can it be faid to have wrought 
converfions ? 

In all ages, and all places, hereticks and feda- 
ries have rather been increafed, than diminifhed 
by perfccution : It brings them to unite in a firmer 
band with one another; it makes them fortify 
themfclves with induftry and council, and purify 
their religious difciplinc, which is always popular : 
They pay a blind obedience to their teachers; 
and compafllon, acquaintance^ relation, affinity, 
mutual traffick, or interefl, create them many 
friends among the orthodox, till at lad they are 
not only in a condition to work difbrder in the 
church, but they grow into fuch a pofture of 
ftrength as is able to give difturbancc to the 
ftatc. 

But 
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But to be very careful to preferve and mamtain 
an aft of toleration, fets the minds of all the 
people at quiet : it quite breaks the meafures of 
all fcparate congregations whatfoever ; their ftrift 
union is at an end, inftead of which each courts 
the ftate, and is for making its own private terms. 
They become carelefs when out or danger, like 
armies which will not take the pains of intrench* 
ing when their enemies are at a great diflance: 
Their church difcipline flackens and decays, and 
their warm zeal cools (both which are indeed 
pureft in all religions when under perfecution) 
they begin to mind their worldly concerns, which 
when the flock do, the paflor can no longer guide 
diem as he pleafes. And fuch of the other fide as 
pitied, and therefore were the friends of their 
adverfity, think themfelves no more obliged to 
appear with, or for them, when they fee them 
unmoleiled, and full as much at their eafe as the 
reft of the people. Thus a torrent fwelling high 
with oppofition, when that oppofition is removed 
falls away gently of itfelf : And thus feftaries 
moulder by degrees into fmall and weak particles, 
when they are not made confiderable by being 
taken notice of, and difturbed by thofe who 
govern. 

In the fame manner a faUe religion, in countries 
where it is uppermoft, will fooner fupprefs the 
true one by gentle than rough methods : And the 
French hiftorians tell us, that the Huguenots, 
whofe numbers were rather multiplied, than made 
lefs, by a perfecution of 40 years, returned in 
crowds to the church of Rome when Henry the 
Hid abated the rigour of his laws againft them. 
He gave them to underftand that as they were to 
fear no hurt, fo they were to expeft no favour 
ftom him. He Ihut them out from the manage- 
D d 3 ment 
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ment of affairs by a general care in the executive 
power: He took none of that perfuafion into fa* 
miliarity or the fervice of his houfhold : He ex- 
cluded them from all offices of the crown» the 
revenue, courts of juftice, government of provinces 
and places, and from all employments in the army ; 
and the nature of man is fo interefted, that this 
perverted more from the truth in 3 or 4 years, 
than all the cruelty that had been before fue^fted, 
by priefts, to him and his predcceflbrs ; ana it was 
then thought he would in a ihort time have reduced 
his whole kingdom to one religion, if the warmth 
of the Roman clergy, and the fiery zeal of that 
powerful faftion, the league, had not by main 
force compelled him to change his meafures, revoke 
his edi(Sts, and to renew the civil war. 

What event the contrary courfe now taken in 
France will have, time only can ftiew us 5 however 
we fee fo far already that the kingdom is thereby 
much depopulated ; and admit it fhould fiKceed, 
it is a pattern no Prince ought to follow, it is a 
fpirit, which though the Roman church ftill re- 
tains, ours feems to have quite laid afide, and it 
is to be hoped will never refume hereafter; it is 
generally followed with fuch convuUions as an 
abfolute monarchy, fupported by armies, may 
perhaps be able for a while to bear *, but they muft 
fhake to pieces our conftitution, where there is no 
bafis to reft upon but the afieftions of the whole 
people, and where the opprefled in religion are fure 
to intermix with, and fly for refuge to fome faftion 
in the ftate. 

Unlefs it fhould hereafter become apparent that 
the diflenters affedt fuperiority over the eftablifhed 
church, it is not probable that any will be fo 
imprudent as ever to attempt a direA repealing of 
the laws which allow liberty of confcience in this 

kingdon) ; 
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kingdom : But all thofe heats which feetn in the 
lead to lead towards it are as carefully to be avoid- 
ed, if we would preferve that union, which alone 
can make us powerful abroad, and ftrong at home. 
Imaginary fears often difturb men as much as a 
real danger, and they are brought to tumultuate 
upon mere fancies ; but they grow more alarmed 
when they believe there is fome foundation for 
their fufpicions ; fo that not only an eflcntial in- 
fraftion of what they think their right, but what 
looks like it is to be Ihunned, if you would keep 
a jealous people quiet. 

And things {hould be managed with fuch caution 
and candour towards them, as they fhould not 
have reafon to urge that they are obliquely injured, 
or hurt by a fide-wind. Favourable and indulgent 
laws granted by Princes to any diftind part of 
their fubjefts, in one inftance, refemble treaties 
between Prince and Prince, which when they grow 
to be interpreted *' ftrifto jure," or in the ftrifteft 
fenfe, come foon after to be quite broken : For, 
as among Princes, cavils of this natiw^ beget firft 
angry difputes, then high refentments, then mutual 
injuries, and at lafl produce an open breach; fo 
a ftridl keeping to the very letter of the law, may 
have fomtwhat a like operation between thofe who 
govern, and thofe whom a government has thus 
indulged. 

And though the legiflaturc may with jufticc fay 
to any fed in religion. You have thefe and thcie 
liberties allowed you iDy the law, which ftiall be 
kept inviolate, but by the ftrifteft letter of it, 
we are not barred from doing fo and fo; you 
invert your pretended zeal to downright hypo- 
crify, you play fall and loofe, you arc againft us 
in principle, and with us for advantage ; you 
nuke an ill ufe of the indulgence granted ; you 
D d 4. mean 
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mean to undermine us with it, and you ^ve us 
juft caufc to exert that authority of which wc 
have not abridged ourfelves, even according to the 
written letter of the law; you fhall therefore be 
io and fo retrained, and thus and thus excluded. 

All this may be ftridly juft, but how far pru- 
dcntial will be die queftion. Will not the diflenters 
be apt to reply. We are in pofleflion of a right 
to remain feparate from the main body, and yet 
approach your conununion ? If we fin by hypo- 
crify, there is a God to inflift his vengeance on 
us. Is it not putting us upon a new foot, if we 
may not, at one and the fame time, have our 
liberty of confcience, and yet enjoy all the privi- 
leges and advantages of other Englifhmen, quali^^ 
fying ourfelves as the law requires? Are wc 
barred from this by any law in being ? Why a 
new law to bind thofe who thought themfelvcs 
free ever fince the firft aft for toleration? You 
fay it is a caution neceflary to oppofe our incroa<:h- 
ments, and that you have not debarred yourfelvcs 
from fo doing : But when you thus ereft, though 
it be upon your own ground, a new citadel, juft 
over againft our fortrefs, we cannot but fplpeft, 
you mean it, at leaft, as a bridle to us, ir you 
have not further defigns of making from thence 
cxcurfions into our territories. And does not all 
this tend to infringe the articles of peace, which 
upon granting the toleration, feemed to be con- 
cluded between both parties ? 

Small punftilio's are* fufficient to renew antient 
animofities ; and thus a thing perhaps in its own 
nature indifferent, offered or let alone, oppofed or 
confented to, without any confequence to either 
fide, may be fo improved by their wicked arts 
who promote divifion, as to inflame a country : 
It may at firft occafion dilputes, thofe difputes 

may 
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may raife hears, and thofe heats muft have a general 
bad influence upon all odier affairs. 

But all this may perhaps go higher ; tenacious 
:seal in a wrong caufe (for fo it muft be, to 
juftify diffimulation with the God of truth) may 
provoke the unlimited power of the legiflature, to 
animadvert upon thole who are not fatisfied with 
modefl: terms of liberty ; and who, inftead of being 
upon an equal foot with others, infift for a ftrange 
kind of latitude, and to have privileges above the 
reft of their fellow fubje6ls. If this indifcretion 
arrive to a great height ; if this unbounded free- 
dom is afTerced as a right ; if it be juftified by 
any other argument than that a new law in this 
matter, may look like a breaking into what already 
is, almoft by univerfal confent, eftablifhed in fa- 
vour of diflfenters ; fuch an arrogance may make 
it be thought, they contend not ror equality, but 
dominion: The confequence whereof muft be, 
that others will begin to think of meafures which 
may lead to their own prefervation, and that it 
becomes in a manner requifite, to reduce thofe, 
whofe ambition, mounted on the wings of zeal, is 
fo afpiring -, all which muft be followed by attempts 
to take away, by law, liberties, by their abufe 
grown dangerous, and fuch attempts may awaken 
diflentions long fmce buried and forgotten, bring 
old wounds to bleed afrefh, embroil the publick, 
and perhaps, at laft, produce an open breach. 

But admit that none of this happens, fuppofe 
the point quiedy yielded, and that they who thus 
give battle to hypocrify, are victorious, without 
any hurt to themlelves, or without an immediate 
wounding of the commonwealth; though the 
victory may be defirable, will it make us ftronger 
and fafer ? Shall we be afterwards better united 
among ourfelves, either in civil or religious matters? 
3 On 
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On the contrary, are not efFe£ts quite difierent from 
all this, to be rather apprehended ? 

Will not the Diflenters thereupon be inclined to 
take new meafures, and enter into new councils ? 
Is it not probable that they may think they are 
s^ain divided from us, and that it will be necelTary 
for them once more to have a fcparate inteceft from 
that of the whole publick ? and may not all this 
raife ferments in the blood, and bring feveral acute 
humours to float in the body politick, which now 
feem to lie quiet ? May they not believe it imports 
them to feek for the aid of friends, which of courfc 
mud: lead them to make frelh application to thofe 
who, though firm to the Church of England, arc 
yet by principle, for allowing to others liberty of 
confcience in its full extent? And may not the 
confequence of this tend to divide the Church itfelf? 

When the Nonconformifts fancy themfclves to 
be attacked, is it not to be feared they will ftrike 
up a ttrider league than peradventure now they 
have, with fuch perfons as are difcontented ? Of 
which there arc many in all countries; whereof 
fome are angry, becaufe their true merits arc not 
recompenccd, as well as therc are others, who from 
either a reftlefs temper, or from pride, ambition, 
or the difappointment of immoderate hopes, become 
difafFedtcd to the ftate. Has not a conjundion be- 
tween fuch as malign the Church, and fuch as 
malign the government^ been found by experience, 
always formidable, and fometimes fatal ? Does it 
not afford plenty of bad matter for bad men to 
lyork upon ? Does it not give to faftion frcfli 
vigour, and long life ? And who will anfwer that 
deviating, though but a little, from the principles 
upon which the late revolution was founded, mail 
not produce new accidents, and bring mifchiefs 
againil which it may be hard to find a remedy ? 

They 
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They who promote this matter, think perhaps it 
will contribute towards creating unity, and that to 
we may have here the coat of Chriit, which was 
without a feam; that the adverfe fide finding 
themfelves in feme fenfe not to be compleatiy 
members of the commonwealth, unlefs they are 
members of the Church, will return into its bofom. 

But are there not reaibns to believe they will 
rather harden in their reparation ? eipecially when 
we contemplate them in their proper form and 
ranks, in a view of the whole people ; when we 
refleft who, and what they are ; and when we con- 
fider from what they are to be excluded. 

They have in communion with them, none of the 
nobility, and but few among die gentry ; not many 
of the fubilantial freeholders frequent their meetings; 
fo that impartially fpeaking, they can be faid to 
have but little fbength in the landed intereft. But 
a few of the rich merchants are with them, or of 
the men of profefllons, fuch as law and phyfick^ 
nor of the moft fubftandal trades-men or retailers : 
however they fcem very far from being defpicable^ 
as wandng numbers. Except the fird, in all ibt 
other ranks, they have fome, and not a few of the 
female fex. Of fea-farine men we may reckon 
more than they, but they have a larse propordon. 
They have likcwife very many in the mferior clafles 
of men, or what we call the vulgar, fuch as are the 
lower tradefinen, or retailers, artificers, manu* 
fafturers, and day-labourers, who altogether are 
that part of the people that fubfifls by and depends 
upon the better fort, and in thefe multitudes thdr 
chief ftrength confills. 

Having thus ranged them in their fcveral degrees, 
let us confider them in their perfons, as their per- 
£>ns may have reladon to their relpe£tive circum* 
ftances. As in our Church, fo in their congr^s^ 
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tions, there are both good and bad : Without doubt 
many of them arc men of cxempLiry live% fincere 

Siety, and meek zeal, and thefe will rather be con- 
rmed in dieir devotion than fhaken in it by any 
troubles they meet with in this world. Of thcfc 
fuch as are poor, follow their handy-crafts and ma- 
nufaftures, think of nothing elle, and becaufe of 
their fobriety, thrive fafter than other men. On 
the other hand, fuch of them as have wealth addict 
themfelvcs to trade, inafmuch as their education 
has not fitted them for the court, the bar, or armies ; 
to all thefe it will be no hurt to be (hut out of em- 
ployments, that are more a burthen than a profit. 
It is true, the pureft in any fe£t may be well enough 
pleafed with power, but will not proftitute their 
confciences to attain it, and confequently cannot 
like to be diftinguifhed from their fellow fubjeds 
by a new law, though it only debars them nt)m 
what perhaps they do not covet : Therefore as to 
this fort of men, the confideration of their worldly 
intereft will not make many proielytes. 

Indeed among the bad tliere may be a plentiful 
harveft, and they will all of them by degrees be 
for creeping into the bofom of the Church, fo that 
they may be warm and well nourifhed in it. Such 
as have no true fenfc of religion, meer hypocrites, 
whofe pretended godlinefs is no more than Angu- 
larity and pride, will crowd in apace ; for ipiritual 
pride is one of the baftard children of ambition, 
refembling it*s parent in many features, and like 
ambition, will defcend to aft any kind of part, and 
to do whatever is wicked, falfe, and bafe, to bring 
about it's own defigns and ends : Of thefe divers 
may be willing to take any oath or teil that can be 
tendered, and alfo to abandon their feparate meet- 
ings, with a refolution never to return thither any 
more, provided they have fuch a call as may make 

it 
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it worth their while : But this cannot go very far, 
there are not offices for all that will defire to be fb 
brought over. 

Befides, the executive power may think it decent 
to interpofe. When the adminiwration is as it 
ought to be, the government may not judge it fafc 
to employ perfons of fuch abandoned principles, to 
whom religion b indifferent, and whom interefl: can 
carry to a Church which they fay is full of errors* 
What muft then be the confequence? Will not 
thefe men thus argue with themfelves ? The law 
takes from us the convenient privilege we had to 
be of both fides, to traverfe from one to another as 
we law it moft for our profit, but we are no longer 
fufiered to continue upon thefe terms of neutrality; 
they will not allow us, at one and the fame time, 
to enjoy the offices, trufts, and emoluments of the 
publick, and yet hold intelligence with, and pre- 
fcrve the countenance and favour of our own party : 
If we aim at bufinefs, power and greatnefs, we mufl: 
declare for one or the other fide, and then ftick to 
it ; we cannot halt between them both. But what 
will it avail us to go over? We are not cut 
out for a court : arms bring honour, but no wealth, 
which is what we feck after. The clergy fulpedling 
the old leaven that is in us, will take us to be 
wolves in (heeps cloathing, and do their utmofb 
to fliut us out of their folds. And in general, will 
not they who govern efteem themfelves bound 
rather to encourage thofe of their antient following, 
whofe integrity has been long tried, than us who 
arc new friends, and whofe faith ftands fulpeftcd ? 

What then will be the effedt of our conformity ? 
A few of us only can get by it, the reft will be 
unregarded : It is better therefore to remain as we 
are, and continue in our feparation. Let us refufe 
to be members of the Church, though it exclude 

us 
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us in (btne ienfe from being members of the 
common-wealth. But if we cannot get ourfelves 
into the date, why may not the ftate be brought ta 
us ? If we can be the fuperior religion^ we Ihall 
have all the power : Who knows what a reiblute 
pcrfeverance may produce ? The attempt once fuc- 
ceeded : covering our defigns under the veil of 
reforming zeal, and by our arts, boldnels, and 
induifay, did we not overthrow a government 
ftrongly fupported P And why may not the fame 
be done again ? But fuppoie we fail in diis, if we 
cannot compafs our ambidon, let us endeavour to 
gratify fome of our other appetites. A reparation 
fixnn the main body well united within itfelf, is 
attended with many advantages. If a new law (huts 
us out from profitable employments, we Ihall not 
be troubled with thofe that are burthenfome 5 fo that 
what we lofe one way we get another : Let our 
dealings be confined as much as poffible to thoie 
of our own perfuafion : Let us fell to the adver- 
fary, and buy of none but friends : Let us by 
thrift, and a perpetual bending of our thoughts to 
bufinefs, grow rich apace; for wealth begets re- 
fpeA, and much property cannot be long without 
fome power : Let us favour, aflift, and countenance 
none but one another, or thofe we fee inclined 
towards us : in all affairs let us go together, as if 
we were afted by one council and one Ipirit. We 
have numbers which will daily increafe, if the other 
fide is fo unpolitick as to enter upon meafures that 
may render us yet more popular : If we do not 
fcatter we arc a formidable body, and whoever have 
a mind to difturb the ftate wUl always court us : 
divided from the reft, and firmly joined with one 
another, we are of great weight, and perhaps may 
turn the balance that way we lean : but if we 
comply, and lofe thofe marks of diftinclioii where- 
in 
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in we have fo long foynd our own account, we 
muft exped: that private advantages will very much 
diminifh ; and in relation to the publick, we (hall 
make no figure, be of no value, and muft be 
contented to return mto the common herd of the 
whole people. 

Thus die bad among them (who in all perfua- 
fions and feds are the majority) will peradventune 
argue ; and whoever weighs well in his mind the 
perfons and their circumftances, will probably come 
at laft to an opinion, that the new remedy propofed 
will be apter to nourifh than cure the dtieafe ; that 
time and moderation are the beft phyficians in this 
cafe ; that ftronger remedies may ftir up, and yet 
not carry off bad humours, which is dangerous in 
politick, as it is in natural bodies ; that any thing 
which has in it but the leaft fliadow of compulfion, 
inftead of bringing them to conform, will (for 
reafbns grounded upon their intereft, private or 
publick) rather make them more obdurate in their 
fchifm. 

But it may not be improper to look a little fur- 
then Do not their ableft heads and deep thinking 
men, really defire that fuch an attack fliould be 
made upon them ? Are they not grown weaker 
by the toleration already granted? Has it not 
deadned their zeal? Has it not impaired the 
authority of their preachers ? Do they not perceive 
their flocks beginning to throw off marks of dif- 
tinftion, in talk, dreS, and way of living ? Does 
not their decayed and fick difcipline ftand in need 
of fome powerful cordial to revive it ? Do not 
they want fomewhat, which among their own 
thoughtlefs vulgar, they may call a perfccu- 
tion ? May they not rejoice at but a colour 
of pretending to be perfecuted, and be glad of 
ibmething that will make their paftors more re« 
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^>e&ed^ and help to awaken the zeal of their 
congr^ations, growing now to languilh, and which 
may bring them back to their former (ingularit/^ 
lenew their difcipline^ and reftore that unity in 
intereft and councils^ which made them heretofore 
fo ftrong ? 

It is not improbable but all thb may be the caie; 
and if fo> can it be wifdom in the Church of Eng- 
land to furnifh thofe who fight againft it with arms 
offcnfive and defenfive, to give them means of 
bringing better order among their troops than now 
they feem to have, and to drive them into fuch a 
fituation of their camp, that from it they may annoy 
others, but are not to be approached themielves ? 

Can it be prudent to help their teachers with a 
Jxjpular, though falfe topick to exclaim upoa 
among their followers, that there are defigns to 
opprefs them in the tender point of confcience, that 
one attempt may be loon followed by another of 
more importance, that they muft prepare for tryals, 
and that the purity of the gofpel is in danger ? 

A wife government Ihould never give defigning 
men a handle whereby they may promote their own 
intereft> and work mifchief to the ftate. It is 
always prudent not to let combuftible matter get 
together'; if it is gathered, and cannot be removed 
without much trouble, it is to be carefully watched 
that none may have an opportunity of putting fire 
to it : Nor are the vulgar fo eafily to be inflamed 
on any account whatlbever, as when it is fuggefted 
to them, that religion is concerned. 

Not immediate conveniences, but the future 
conlequence of things is to be confulted* by the 
publick, which is always to extend its view as far 
forward as poflible. Meafures leading to divifion, 
though remotely, are to be fliunned ; but efpecially^ 
all kind of conteflk are to be avoided with a fort of 

people. 
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people accuftomed to pay fhift obedience xo their 
leaders, and who, when they ieem mod fcattered, 
can, like Parchians, in an inftant rally, and be 
prepared for frefh engagements \ who grow ftronger 
by being oppoied, and who, if they are left to the 
CQurfes they are in, mu(t, in procefs of time, 
difband of their own accord. 

But it may be objected, it is in their own power 
to change their prefent ways of living, and to 
introduce ag^ among themfelves their former 
llriftneis, they may do this which way foever they 
are dealt with. But are religions, either true or 
falfe, fb ready to reform, unlefs they are driven into 
it by fome motive or impuUe more than ordinary ? 
Are not all church difciplines apt to decline in time 
from the feverity which was profefled at the be- 
^nning ? Has not perlecution always been the fureft 
method of reviving zeal, be it fincere or feigned ? 
Is not the nature of man moft defux)us of what is 
forbidden, whether it be good or bad ? Does not 
the proipeft of danger produce jealoulies ? Do not 
jealoufies, well or ill grounded, render men watch- 
ful and more adtive ? And does not fecurity beget 
negligence in all affairs, as well divine as human ? 

Whether fuch a reflraint upon diflenters will do 
good or hurt, is at leaft dubious. The beit 
arguments for it are the known worth, experience, 
zeal, and int^rity towards the publick, true 
aSeftion to the antient conllitution of this realm, 
the wifdom, probity, and the unblemilhed cha- 
ra&ers of the ^ntlemen who Ieem to promote.it, 
whole candour is fo great, that doubtlefs they will 
not be offended to hear what may be faid on the 
other fide, eipecially when it comes from one who 
has given io many proofs of his firm adherence, as 
well to the intereft as the dodtrine of the Church 
of England. 

Vol. IV. E c Aad 
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And this fubjeft has been the longer divelt upoit^ 
as moft needful to be handled in a difcourfe, which 
endeavours to propofc methods, whereby the di- 
vifions of a country may be healed : becaufe though 
the temple of Janus was fhut at the coming of our 
Saviour, yet the devil has been fo induftrious to 
infpire wickednels into the heart of man, that almoft 
ever fince the beginning of the fourth century, 
religion has fet the world at variance. 

But nothing more becomes the piety of a virtuous 
Prince, than to defeat the malice of this crafty 
ferpent, by taking all the ways that lead to peace* 
And when the (ubordinate parts of government 
bear themfelves with moderation in this point, it 
attrafts, and then fmcerc converfion follows. But 
if different opinions about religious matters arc not 
to be prevented, a wife ftatc is to contrive, that they 
may never be injurious to the publick, nor inter- 
rupt it's quiet. Differcnces of this nature would 
give little difturbance to human kind, if the con- 
tention were, as it ought to be, whofe light fhould 
ihine brighteft, not which fhall make the greateft 
blaze. 

If the Polemicks would only wrangle among 
themfelves, and within the fchools ; if thefe tor- 
mentors of tputh would put it upon the rack no 
where but in their own clofets, they might be over- 
looked as not dangerous ; but they tranfgrefs their 
bounds, getting into courts, cities, and national 
affemblies ; till at laft they kindle others with the 
fire that has feized them, and come to engage whole 
empires in their quarrel, and are dierefore to be 
watched in all their motions. 

It would be endlefs to fhew what tumults zeal 
has produced, v/hat animolities it has created, what 
armies it has raifed, and what blood it has been 
brought to Ihcd : It is adive> malicious, fcarlefe 
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of danger, warmer in the wrong than in the rights 
nd deaf to council 

They who are poflefled with this unruly fpirit, if 
they happen to have a government with them, are 
apt at every turn to run it upon fatal precipices ; 
if it be againft them, they traduce whatever is well 
done, and expofe to the people all it's weakneis or 
misfortunes. But the fore place in a date upon 
which they (tick moft, is fa£tion, and there they do 
the greatdt mifchief ^ they irritate the bad humours 
in it, they promote it's cxceflcs, and will never let 
ic liften to terms of moderation. 

But all thefe evils wife and good Princes cure^ 
when their rule is in the main without reproach 5 
when they proceed by gentle and not rough methods, 
holding the reins however with a ftrong and fteady 
hand: and eipecially, when they take care to 
remove from warm and angry minds, any pretence 
of ranging themfelves one fide againit the other, 
iinder the banners of religion. 
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SECT, xn. 

Of Frugality in managing the PubJick Trea^ 
Jure. 

THE French hiftory has a remarkable paf- 
fage, which ihows what fatal accidents pro- 
fulion may bring upon a ilate. When the Duke 
of Guife was prefled by the council of fixteen^ to 
take arms, and begin the rebellion, being at 
Soiflbns, Believre was fent diither to him, by 
whom he returned his fubmiflion to Henry the 
Hid, with certain terms he infilled upon, not un« 
reafonable, which the cabinet approved; and 
Believre was commanded to write the Duke word. 
That he was kept at Paris by bufinefs for 3 days, 
at the end of which he would be with him, and 
bring credentials and ample conditions ; but, fays 
Mezcray, in the royal coffers, fix>m whence fo 
many millions had ifTued out to inrich the minions, 
there could not be then found 25 crowns to defray 
the expence of an exprefs, fo the letter was fent 
by the common poft. The 3 days expired, and 
things being not ready, Believre pnefled the King 
to be gone, fufpeding fome extravagant fally from 
the Duke*s impatience; the King however kept 
him {till, and ordered him to write a fecond time 
to hold the Duke in hand : again the 25 crowns 
could not be had for an exprefs, arul this letter 
alfo was fent by the common poft; upon this, 
Guife, though both packets came to hand, went 
to Paris, came into the prefence in a triumphant 
manner, and afterwards befieged Henry in his own 
palace; this infolence was not forgiven, he was 
murdered at Blois, and his murder drew on that 
of the King himfelf. It was then laid. That had 

the 
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the letters been delivered into his proper hands, 
by an exprefs meflenger from the King, bis dis- 
obedience had remained without excufe, and he 
had not prefumed to approach the court with fuch 
an oftentation of his llrength; until then the 
wound wa& not wide, matters were not incapable 
of being reconciled, all might have been made 
up, and thofe horrid murthers, and a long civil 
war, that followed, had been prevented. 

This inftance fhows a government may be {q 
fhaken by male-adminiftration, that the fmalleft 
incident will fuffice to overturn it, and that there 
may be a certain period in diforder, beyond which 
there is no proceeiding any further j fince France, 
which for 14 years had endured the immoderate 
profufions of this Prince, was brought to the very 
brink of ruin for the want of fuch a trifling fum 
as 25 crowns. 

It is feldom indeed that the fate of empire de- 
pends upon fo flender a circumftance as this was, 
but fome time or other, in all ftates, great accidents 
happen, which are very difficult to be oppofed, 
when the treafure of the publick has been wafted. 

Princes are not frequently driven into necefilties 
by magnificence, though even when it exceeds the 
limits of difcretion ; but they are rather impove- 
rifhed by a general negleft in their affairs, by not 
minding what is afked, or what they give, nor on 
who their bounties are beftowed ; and fo they be-^ 
come a prey to all that are about them. 

Hence it is that many Kings, whofe natural 
inclinations were narrow and penurious, and through 
whofe hands vaft fums had paft, did notwithftand- 
ing always labour under debts and difficulties ; 
but wanting either capacity, a genius, or inclina* 
tion to look after this important bufinefs of the 
crown, they fuffercd others to plunder them of 
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what they had not a heart to lay out for the benefit 
of their people, or to purchafe the fame of being 
magnificent : Whereas ieveral Princes whoie minds 
have been truly lai^ and noble, and who were 
ftill open-handed, have yet had wealth fulficient to 
fupport the commonw^th, and wherewithal to 
fupply the defires they had of extending their 
bounty very far, and all this without oppreffion 
to their fubjeds. But then they were ^lod ma- 
nagers in the main; they infoeAed their own 
affairs, and took care to be lerved by men c€ 
parts and int^rity; they faved where thrift was 
requifite and honourable; they ftrove to inrich 
merit, and not fraud ; and upon the whole, were 
willing to give, but not to let themfelves be 
cheated. 

Next to the care of religion, there is no one 
duty more incumbent upon Princes, than to have 
a ftrid eye to the managing the publick treafure 
and revenues. N^ligence there opens a gate to 
all forts of diforder ; and where this part of govern- 
ment is defeftive, no material error m the ftate can 
be correfted ; for the great ones, who commonly 
participate in this male-adminiftration, will prevent 
inferior abufes from being reformed, for fear their 
own conduft (hould come at laft to be brought in 
queftion when diings are going to be mended: 
And there is hardly an inftance to be given of a 
court, carelcfs and prodigal, wherein all other 
mifgovernment did not at the fame time abound. 

But when this part of executive power (upon 
which the reft fo much depend) proceeds well and 
wifely, the other parts grow better of their own 
accord ; becaufe men are willing to conform them- 
felves to their manners by whom the Prince's 
favours are difpenfed ; and what they do, becomes 
in time a kind of fafhion. 

3 When 
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When fuch as have this poft are vigilant and 
frugal for the publick, thofe in lower ftations 
think it needful to tread in the fame fteps. When 
they who fit at helm have clean hands them- 
felves, they can compel thofe below them to be 
honeft ; and hope of reward, or fear cf punifti- 
ment, working more than fenfe of duty, men 
begin to find it their interefl: to quit the ill courfcs 
they were in, efpecially when they fee they have 
not the corruption of thofe above them to refort 
to as a refuge. Thus great examples from chief 
minifters, may, by degrees, reftore the afi^airs of 
a whole kingdom. Befidcs, this vigilance and 
frugality give fuch credit, and add fuch real ftrength 
to any ftate, that they who rule it will foon be able 
to reform abufes. 

On the other hand, where there is a corrupt, 
negligent, and profufe adminifliration, does any 
thing go right ? Is not the bad influence of it felt 
from top to bottom ? Who is there that thinks it 
worth his while to ferve well ? When the publick 
is cxpofed to plunder, does not almofl: every man 
forget the duties of his office, and employ his 
whole thoughts in contriving how he may have 
as large a (hare of the booty as any of his fellow 
robbers? And do not the great thieves protedk 
the lefs? In a ftate fo difordered, what is there 
to induce men to difcharge their duty, but fome- 
times honour, which indeed, not many years ago, 
made an Englifti army in Flanders obedient to 
difcipline, and fight bravely without cloaths, pay, 
and almoft without bread ? But there is more vir- 
tue in foldiers infpired with true courage, than is to 
be found in any other fort of men. 

Profufe Princes have not love and refpeft even 

from their domefticks, menial fervants, officers, 

followers, and dependents. For this levity and 
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carcleflhefs of theirs docs not extend to enrich all, 
the fweet of it is only tailed by a few who are let 
in to obtain fuits, or who have opportunities to 
fleece the crown in their dealings with it, but the 
reft ftarve or live in fplendid poverty ; and though 
perhaps they may flatter within the palace walls, 
they rail out of doors, expofe what is doing, and 
are the very firft to fow difcontents, and the firft tp 
infecl the common people with the hatred they 
privately bear, and not without reafon, to thole 
who are at the head of bufinefs. 

Whereas a frugal government is reverenced and 
beloved. They are in a condition to pay the 
houfliold ; they have the good wiflies of their dor 
mefticks ; their ambafladors and minifters are not 
difgraced in foreign countries, by running into 
debts abroad, becaufe they are not kept touch 
with at home : It is true, the miniftry is not then 
praifed by extortioners, tally-jobbers, and by fuch 
as were wont to get immenfe fums by dealing or 
contracting with the publidc : But ^ better ma*- 
nagement is applauded by thofe who are fatisfied 
with honeft and moderate gain* in their commerce, 
and bargains with the court. 

They who are ufed to make vaft profits by their 
dealings with it, to ufe a common proverb, are fo 
far from ^' praifmg the bridge they go over,*' that 
they fcorn thofe whom they have thus outwitted, 
or furprifed •, and are fo far from thinking them- 
felves obliged to the crown for having made their 
fortunes by it, that they are afraid to own the 
obligation •, and the diadem would be but weak 
indeed, if it had no friends but thofe who have 
been inriched with the jewels of it. It is a lading 
taith, that they whiofe praftice it has been to de? 
ceive the publick, thank nothing but their own 
good luck and cunning : Whereas they who deal 

with 



Veace at Home^ and War Abroad, 425 

'With a ftate, when they fee a great man hard wldi 
them, as the term is^ and thrifty for his Prince^ 
it begets in them more refpe£fc to the whole govern- 
ment *, they cannot but commend fo much careful 
wifdom, and they go away contented, with le& 
gain indeed, but with this fatisfaftion, that they 
ihall be fure of jult and pundual payments, and 
never to be poftponed. 

It is true, an honeft and wife minifter, who 6b- 
ferves this condu£t, and is m(H*e frugal for the 
publick than in his own private affairs, cannot 
avoid contracting many enemies: In a bad age, 
it is a virtue not without its dangers. They who 
have been fo long fed with corruption, that their 
ilomachs can digeft no other diet, will diOike 
fuch meafures ; and a man treading thefe fteps, 
muft arm himfelf with patience, for his cooleft 
temper muft be often tried. They who would 
fteal the golden apples, will hate the watchful 
eyes that are upon them ; and he who under«- 
takes this poft, is to expeft that fecret malice 
will be working in the dark to undermine him j 
perhaps he may be purfued by the moft interefted 
part of mankind with open clamours, advantages 
will be taken of the leatt trip he makes, he muft 
look for traverfes to be traduced, and to have his 
aftions fcanned, and mifinterpreted : However let 
him perfevere ; for if a ftate be not quite devoted 
Xo ruin, he who ads thus uprightly for it, and with 
fuch care, will overcome all difficulties; and the 
wifdom and juftice of his councils, will at laft meet 
with univerfal approbation. 

Indeed for a great man to perform this work 
alone and without help, would be difficult ; and 
to think of introducing thrift in a government 
that has been long in quite another road, would 
i^e a fruitlels attempt if his partners in the ftate 

arc 
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arc corrupt, and have other kicHnations; but 
when they concur with him, have all the fame 
right intentions to the publick, and defire its 
prolpcrity as much as he does, and when the 
Prince confults the general good of the people, 
encourages and promotes thefe wholefome pru- 
dent and fafe advices, the talk is not infuperable. 

But though there be labour in it, though it 
requires much application of the mind, conftancy 
and patience, yet upon the whole, it is far more 
cafy than the oppofite courfe, or to find ways 
and means of fupplying thofe infinite wants which 
mifgovemment occafions. 

Are not profufe and negligent Princes com- 
pelled to lay perpetual taxes on their fubjeds ? 
Do not thefe impofitions beget murmurs and dif- 
contents ? And is it not evident from all experience, 
that thefe difcontents of the people have hurried 
fome of our Kings into the thoughts of afluming 
arbitrary rule, and at the fame time driven their 
chief minifters of ftate upon tricks, arts, and 
dcfperate meafures, whereby to maintain their 
pofts, and preferve their power? And has not all 
this terminated either in popular infurreftions, or 
in open rebellion, or in producing powerful fac- 
tions, whofe unruly ftrength rendered government 
itfelf fo perplexed, and full of dangers, that they 
who fat the helm, became more the fubjecl: of 
companion than of envy. 

What great hazard is there for a minifter to 
contend with the ir^trigy^s of here and there a 
courtier, difcontentcd becaufe his immoderate 
hopes of getting are not gratified ? Or to fufier 
the obloquies of a devouring crew, who may per- 
haps be angry becaufe the publick is no longer 
cxpofed to be their prey, and for that they cannot 
Uiake their wonted gains by the high intereft of 
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money, large premiums, and by difcounting tal- 
lies ? Is it not much more fafe and eafy to bear 
all this, than to have an army mutinous for want 
of pay, feamen clamorous for their wages, the 
family grumbling for the want of their arrears, 
and at the fame time, the whole people groaning 
under the weight of heavy taxes? All which arc 
the fad efFeds of negligence and pro^fion in a 
court. 

Were there fcarce ever any differences here be- 
tween the King and his fubje£ts, in which mi& 
management of the publick treafure was not one 
of the principal ingredients? Whether national 
intereft be purfued or no, is a high point of 
ftate not often confidered by the multitude, pro- 
vided they enjoy prefent peace and plenty. The 
cxceffes of power likewife, unlefs they are very 
exorbitant indeed, feldom come to affeft them, 
nor are they with eafe brought to engi^ in thofe 
quarrels : They mind as littfc (generally fpeaking) 
how the executive power proceeds, provided the 
courfe of juftice is 16 free, that they may recover 
their debts from thofe who are of higher rank. 
Nor does it much import them who fit at helm 
and are the minifters : They enter not into matters 
of fpeculation, unlefs when religion is concerned 1 
to other points their eyes are not very open ; but 
though they may not fee fo far, they can feel as 
well as others. 

They are able to make comparifon between 
good and bad reigns, frugal and a carelefs manage- 
ment-, under the firft they find themfelves rich 
and eafy, under the fecond poor and opprefled 
with taxes. Befides, they are apt to think fuch 
conduft in a court an invafion of their properties. 
For in a free nation, or in a government of the 
Jaws, and not of men, as Princes have a kind of 

right 
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right to fuch revenues as may fupport the royal 
dignity, and enable them to proteft the publick, 
as well in its honour as its fafety; fo the body 
of the people colleftivel^ confidered, have like- 
wife a natural right to fuch a proportion of their 
country's wealth and product, as is fufficient not 
only for the ncceflary but comfortable fubfiftencc 
of life ; and when they have not this due fharc 
out of their own labours, when to carry on the 
wild ambition of a King, or to maintain his unjuft 
wars for dominion, or to fupply his unlimited 
and partial bounties, extended to unworthy objefts, 
and all his vain expences, they are racked and 
fleeced ; and when by fuch a general prpfufion, 
governments are compelled to raife, though it be 
by legal ways and means, more than the people 
can pay without drawing their very blood from 
them •, they murmur, believe themfelves direftly 
robbed, they exclaim upon thefe courfcs as tyran- 
nical, and grow to hate their rulers. 

And does not all this commonly end in driving 
them to apply to popular and ambitious men, who 
cloath thtir defigns with the fair pretences of being 
for the publick good, and againft all burthens 
that lie too hard upon the people ? And do not 
the multitude blindly follow fuch perlbns, be they 
lioneft or diflioneft, who offer them help in this 
cafe, and who are zealous to take this caufe in 
hand ? And from hence do not powerful faftions 
arife, who come to have great weight, and to be 
well heard and applauded, not only where there 
is, but where there is not any juft reafon for 
complaining ? 

And this is fo true, that let the management of 
affairs be as much without reproach as the belt 
patriots of all fides can wifh it, yet if the circum- 
ftanccs of the time are fuch that much mgney muft 

be 
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be raifed, whoever are ftifF in this point, ftrift 
examiners into eflimates and demands of the courts 
inquifitive after the expence of what has beea 
given ; they who appear thus careful for the pub- 
lick, fliall for this fingle merit be confiderable \ 
regard will be had to what they fay in all other 
debates and arguments ; they will get reputation 
without doors, and make a figure in any party. 
Does it not therefore import minifters to manage 
with frugality, when let their adminiftration be 
never fo fevere, it is notwithftanding expofed to 
attacks efteemed at all feafons popular ? 

Ill conduft in money matters of itfelf is fufficient 
to raife a ftrength againft thofe in power; and 
where parties are already formed, it renders thoie 
the bolder who defign mUchief to the ftate ; becaufe 
they know how difficult it is for a government to 
refift its enemies when it is without treafure, and 
has not the afFeftions of the people ; which was 
the cafe oi Henry the Illd or France, whom we 
mentioned in the be^nning of this feftion 5 a Prince 
full of natural valour, blefled with early viftories, 
and adorned with eloquence, which was faid to be 
irrefiftable ; yet one of his own fubjefts, not of 
the royal blood, came to his capital city, at the 
head of no more than feven perfons, in order to 
begin a rebellion, which aimed tt wrefting the 
fcepter from him. How came a man of the Duke 
of Guife's caution and fagacity to take in hand an 
cnterprize at firft fight fo unlikely to fucceed, but 
that he knew how low this King had brought 
himfelf by a lonjg feries of mifgovernment ; that 
France, impoverilhed by taxes, was grown weary 
of his rule ; that the minds of the people were 
quite alienated from him ; that his riots and pro- 
fufion had quite exhaufted that treafure wherewith 
bis crown was to be defended. And without doubt 
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dib view gave the houfe of Lorrain, the council of 
fixteen at Paris, and the general faction of the 
league, courage to begin that war. 

Wants in a ftate, from whatfoever caufe thcjr 
proceed, feldom fail of fumifhing thofe with an 
opportunity who defire to innovate, begetting in 
them higher thoughts than perhaps they would 
have otherwife entertained. Thus in the time of 
King Charles the Id, had not the exchequer been 
£) drained by the war with Scotland, that the dif- 
ficulties the crown lay under feemed infuperable^ 
perhaps the parliament thereupon c;alled, might 
have brought up with them a better temper; 
they had infifted upon modeller terms, and a rup- 
ture had been avoided ; for it was not impoflible to 
have preierved the conftitution by a great deal lefs 
than what they came to a(k, when the neceflities 
were believed to be fuch that the crown could re- 
fiiie nothing. 

HI conduft not only renders the Sovereign weak 
at home, but contemptible abroad. Thus the 
Emperor Maximilian the lit, always neceflfitous, 
added no weight to the fide he embraced ; when 
at the fame time, our Henry the Vlllth, not indeed 
by his own, but by the benefit of his fadier's thrift, 
made fuch a figure in the world, was courted by all 
the great Princes of that age ; Lewis the Xllth, 
Francis the Id, and King Ferdinand of Spwi, and 
was able to turn the balance of Europe where-ever 
he inclined. 

Henry the IVth of France, by his own good 
hufbandry, and with the aflfiftance of that wife and 
frugal trcafurer the Duke of Sully, brought his 
crown out of thofe infinite diforders and debts 
wherewith it had been involved by the fa6tions 
tlien reigning, and by a long civil war ^ fo that in 
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a few years he faw himfelf in a condition to defeat 
the fcheme Spain had laid iot univerfal empire. 

Nothing; more contributes to the felicity of 
Princes, than to be well and faithfully ferved in 
this chief branch of government ; for at one and 
the fame time, they are powerful, and their fubjeds 
happy; and when the crown thus flourifhes, it can 
proted: its own people, and aflift other nations. 

The frugality treated of here, is not a narrow 
hoarding up of wealth to ilagnate in the exchequer, 
or to fave where faving is either trivial or dilhonour- 
able, but a general good oeconomy in the minifter ; 
when he takes care that the publick treafure be 
never wafted, and yet is ready with a liberal hand 
to fupply every great occafion, where the Prince's 
honour, and the kingdom's fafety is concerned: 
He who a6ts fo, has the true virtues of an able 
ftatefman. However to perform one, he muft do 
the other ; for debts are not to be discharged, ar- 
mies and fleets are not to be paid at home, nor can 
craving alliances abroad be fupported, unlefs all 

E3flible methods are followed, that may tend to 
flen your expences, and advance your credit. 
And credit is the natural confec^uence of a thrifty 
management. When for want ot due care, a flate 
is driven into neceflity, private men will take ad- 
vantage of it, and the publick is then Ihunned like 
a prodigal half broken, who when he borrows 
muft pay roundly for it, though he is able to give 
good lecurity. But as all ftrive to throw tneir 
money, and at an eafy rate, into hb hands who b 
known to be a wary man ; fo thrifty governments 
have always their choice of lenders. And thus by 
prudent adminiftration, the exchequer intereft may 
be reduced from 50 (for fo it has been) to 4 per 
cent, than which nothing can be more beneficial 

to 
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to a kingdom, Hnce it is not only a prdent eafe 
to the whole people in their taxes, but it enlivens 
traffick; for where the publick borrows at 49 
the intereft in private dealings muft loon be at 
3 per cent, which in a fliort ume would perhaps 
cloublc the trade of England. 

If this happineis be continued to us^ we ihall 
BO more be the prey of foreigners, who, for many 
years, have drained this realm of its treafure, by 
knding their money at high intereft upon our 
funds, and then drawing it back with a vad 
increafc. 

And thus a wife proceeding in the executive 
power, has compaffed what was efteemed difficult 
for the le^iflaturc itfelf to bring about. Ufury 
and extortion are fuch gigantick monfters, as to 
grow more than a match for the very laws, and 
yet they are to be fubdued by prudence; but 
though they feem, for the prefent, conquered 
and bound in chains, any attempt to break in 
Itpon the credit of the publick, mull reftore 
them to all their former liberties, and they will 
again be in a condition to devour both the people 
and the (late, as they did not long ago. 

And it will be at all times impoffible for a mi- 
nifter to perfue thofe ways of thrift, fo needful to a 
nation engaged in an expenfive war, unlefs there 
be an univerfal concurrence with him, to prcfervc 
inviolate the credit of the publick ; it is the very 
foundation of good oeconomy : There an able ftates- 
man begins, and indeed may build upon it what he 
pleafes ; he may buy at the beft hand -, he may 
remit ^road at an eafy rate, borrow at a low in- 
tereft, and retrench needlefs expcnces, in which 
articles tJiere is near a third difference between a 
good and a bad management, or between loling 

and 
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And keeping credit. The treafures of a kingdom 
flow into the exchequer when it is pundual, and 
when to deal with it is found fafe, though not fo 
profitable as heretofore. But a minifter cannot hold 
to ways of faving for the ftate, when his firil meafures 
are broken, for if his bafis be undermined, all his 
fuper-ftrudtures muft fall to ground. 

In reigns where they who are at helm, propofe 
to themj&ves fuch a frugal fcheme as may eafe the 
people in their future taxes, they begin with pro- 
moting afts for making good deficiencies, ancf for 
preferring the publick credit, fetting the minds of 
fuch lenders at quiet, as were engaged in no lefs a 
film than 2,338,628/. without any fund for the 
fatisfa6tion of their debts. 

While thefe methods are followed, a country 
may be ferved in the beft manner, by thofe to 
whom this part of government is entrufted ; but if 
they are departed from, there muft be an end of 
good huibandry. When there is a great war to 
carry on, there will be deficiencies from time to 
time ; to provide for which, if a conftant care is 
fliown, the intereft of money will be kept low j 
but it rifes of courfe, when the publick comes to 
poftpone its creditors, a praftice that of late years 
has, in the confequences of it, coft this nation 
many millions. 

A paflage in the Roman hiftory, relating to 
publick crSit, fhould not be here omitted. This 
people had juft got out of the Carthaginian, and 
were entering into the Macedonian war : There 
was then an eager demand upon the ftate for an 
old debt, which the confuls would have put off 
to a more convenient feafon, alledging want of 
money for the prefent expedition, as well to pay 
the army as the fleet. This matter came before 

Vol. IV, Ff the 
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the fenate, who had wiicr thoughts, and gavd 
this judgment ; That it was impofing a kind of 
mul£t, and punifhment, upon the good will of their 
citizens to the republick, if money lent for the ufes 
of one war, was not repaid, but with-held, and 
employed to carry on another : " Si in Punicum 
^' bellum pecunia data, in Macedonicum quoque 
♦* bellum liti refpublica vellet; aliis ex aliis 
*^ orientibus bellis, quid aliud quam publicatam 
^' pro beneficio tanquam ob noxam fuam pecuniam 
*' fore ?" And not having ready calh, they fettled 
fuch a fund out of land, to difcharge tlus debt, 
as was to the fatisfaftion of the lenders. 

When the fubjefts obferve an univerfal care in 
thofe above them, to manage what they give and 
pay, it makes them contribute chearfully to the 
fupplies that are needful to the government ; but 
when they fee the produ6k of their labour wafted, 
thefe aids come from them with murmurs and 
reluftance. 

To a good and virtuous prince, nothing, without 
doubt, can be more grating and unplesJant, than 
to be compelled to raife frequent taxes from the 
people ; but in aA expenfive war, it is not to be 
avoided. For, as it was once faid in the Roman 
Senate, When there is no money, how can feamen 
be had ? Without a fleet is Sicily to be gained, 
is Philip to be driven out of Italy, or are the 
Italian coafts to be iecured ? '• Nam unde, quum 
^* pecunia in asrario non eilet, paraturos navales 
^^ focios? Quomodo autem fine claflibus, aut 
«* Siciliam obtineri, aut Italia Philippum arceri 
« poffe, aut tuta Italias littora eiSe ?" The Romans 
were indeed, at that time, under very great ftraits, 
they had the Punick war upon their hands, Han^ 
nibal was powerful > they were invaded by others ; 

the 
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the commons were exhauftccl, the trcafury was 
bare, their mariners mutinied and refufcd to be 
lifted) and yet one wife counlel brought them out 
of all thefe difficulties. 

For the conful Laevinus advifed the patricians to 
begin with laying a tax upon themfelves, towards 
the fupply of this occafion -, faying in the Senate, 
*' As we the magiftrates are chief in this aflembly, 
and as you are in a rank above the people, fo ought 
we and you to appear in the front, and be the 
foremoft m fhewing ourfelves defirous to undergo 
any weight that is to lie upon the whole. What- 
ever you would enjoin to your inferiors, prefcribe 
it to yourfeif, and make it your own rule, and you 
fhall be with more readinefs obeyed: Nor is a 
burthen thought heavy to the people, when they 
fee thofe above, and at the very head, give 
demonftrations that they are willing to bear even 
more than their proportion of it." " Magiftratus, 
*' Senatui, & fenatum Populo, ficut honore 
•' prseftent, ita ad omnia quae dura atque alpera 
*' eflent, fubeunda ducem debere efle. Si quid 
** injungere inferiori velis, id prius in te ac tuos 
*' fi ipfe juris ftatueris, facilius omites obedientes 
*' habeas. Nee impenfa gravis eft, quum ex ea 
•' plus quam pro virili parte fibi quemque capere 
*' principum vident." This meafure was ac- 
cordingly taken, the Senators gave largely, the 
Equeftrian order did the fame, and it wrought fuch 
an effeft, that their feamen crouded in, and ftrovc 
whofe names fhould be firft fet down, and there 
were not fcribes enough to take an account of the 
contributions, coming without edift or conftraint, 
and with alacrity from the Plebeians. 

The fame will hold in kingly governments, when 
the Prince leads the way and is the firft to give 
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great examples of aflfeAion to the publick ; when 
Sovereigns fet before their fubjefb patterns of a 
noble difpoiition to it ; when to fupply its neceflities 
they are willing to kflen that train and pomp^ 
which among die multitude adds luftre to the 
majefty of Priiices ; when they reftrain the innate 
bounty of their minds from particular obje£b, in 
order to extend their goodneis to the whole body 
of the people ; when, to cafe their country, they 
tax themfelves ; when they defire to bear a part in 
the burthens of a war ; when out of what was 
freely granted to fupport the royal dignity, when 
out of the proper revenues annexed to the civil lift, 
they give one year a hundred thoufand pound, and 
the next year more, including the prizes; when 
they iiflift their allies with large fums out of their 
own peculiar money •, when they make their pri- 
vate purfe the nation's exchequer, and when they 
are as ready to give, as other Kings have been to 
afk, it has a general good influence; it makes 
neceflary burthens fit the eafier, it encourages men 
to bear with unwearied conftancy and chearful 
hearts, the expences and calamities of a long war; 
and when a Prince proceeds in fuch a difinterefted 
manner with the people, they never repine at what 
they do or fuffer, and are always ready to facrifice 
their blood and treafurc to aflert the honour of 
the crown. 

But fuch honeft and popular bounties cannot 
flow from a Sovereign that is not a good oeconomift : 
One virtue muft produce the other, and they who 
can give nobly, muft have already learnt when, 
where, and how to fave with wifdom. 

It is likewife being thrifty for the publick when 

Princes put it out of their own, and the power 

of their fucccflbrs, to alienate thofe revenues that 
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trc to fupport the royal dignity; when in the very 
beginning of their reign, diey fecure the remainder 
of the crown lands, which had been impaired and 
diminiflied by the grants of former Kings and 
Queens •, and when the odier hereditary branches^ 
arifing from the excife, poft-office, firft fruits, and 
wine licenfes, &c. are to fixed, that no gift out of 
them can be made for any farther time than the 
Prince's life ; all which is not only a prefent eafe, 
but a lafting benefit to future ages : For, as oftea 
as the crown rents, and its other fupports, were thus 
alienated, there was a neceffity of finding out new 
fupplies to carry on the government, which brought 
perpetual burthens upon the people; and fo it 
muft have been here^er, if a flop had not been 
put to this canker in the commonwealth, which 
would have eat out all at lafl:. 

Had this wife provifion been made at the coming 
in of King James the Ifl, our Princes had been 
good freeholders in their country ; tliey might have 
uibfifled upon their own rents ; they would have 
had a land interefl ; and their being now without 
it, has quite altered the nature of our old confti- 
tution, and perhaps much for the worfe : But I 
Ihall not enter into that matter. 

However it muft be allowed of all hands. That 
our lafl Kings having deprived themfelves of their 
antient demefnes, has introduced among us excifes, 
and fuch a variety of new impofitions and cuftoms, 
as are a conflant and heavy weight upon our 
manufa&ures, and 9II our foreign trade. 

It is true, this remedy and itop came fome- 
what of the lateft, there was little left ; and yet 
the very relicks, and what is now prelerved from 
the general fhipwreck, is worth at leafl a mil- 
lion; for fo much may be made from tlie lale 



